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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 
Dave Somers 

County Executive 

FROM: 

Snohomish County Council 

Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 

SUBJECT: ECAF Transmittal 2019 Periodic Review of Shoreline Management Program 

DATE: April 26, 2019 

PURPOSE 
This memo summarizes the Department of Planning and Development Services' (PDS) actions since the 
Planning Commission's October 23, 2018, public hearing and November 27, 2018, deliberations, and 
recommendation on proposed code, map and policy document amendments related to the 2019 
periodic review of the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP). 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 
RCW 90.58.080 requires Snohomish County to review and, if necessary, revise its SMP on or before June 
30, 2019. This project proposes to amend: 1) shoreline environment maps, 2) the Shoreline 
Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations document, and 3) 
shoreline regulations, administrative provisions and shoreline-related references and definitions in title 
30 sec to comply with state-mandated periodic review requirements of the SMP in the Shoreline 

Management Act (SMA). 

The primary goal of the project is to assure the county's SMP complies with all new shoreline laws in 
chapter 90.58 RCW, new shoreline rules in chapters 173-18, 173-20, 173-26, and 173-27 Washington 

Administrative Code (WAC), and new shoreline guidance documents published by the Washington State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) that were not in effect when the SMP was last amended in 2012. 

In addition to achieving consistency with state shoreline laws, rules and guidance, "periodic review" 

provides the county an opportunity to: 

1. Demonstrate consistency with the Snohomish County Growth Management Act Comprehensive 
Plan ("GMACP") and title 30 sec development regulations; and 

2. Reflect changed circumstances, new information or improved data in shoreline maps, policies or 
regulations since the county last updated its SMP in 2012; and 

3. Clarify and improve implementation of the county's existing shoreline regulations, 
administrative provisions and definitions in chapters 30.44, 30.67 and 30.91 sec by improving 

consistency and readability. 



PROJECT OUTREACH AND COORDINATION 

The Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) conducted outreach 
with stakeholders throughout the periodic review process in order to better understand and address 
issues. PDS invited early participation in the review process and solicited comments through a variety of 
measures including: email contact, agency and public open houses, meetings with tribal representatives, 
specialized community meetings and a project website. 

PDS met with the Washington State Departments of Ecology (Ecology) and Natural Resources (DNR), the 
Cities of Everett and Granite Falls, the Tulalip Tribes, the Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians, the Sauk-Suiattle 
Indian Tribe, the Snohomish Health District, the Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee, the 
Snohomish County Agricultural Advisory Board, the general public, as well as other stakeholders. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECAP 

May 22, 2018: 

October 23, 2018: 

Planning Commission Briefing 

Planning Commission Public Hearing 
Commissioners received written testimony from: 1) DNR, 2) Pilchuck Audubon 
Society together with Washington Environmental Council and Futurewise, and 
3) the Tulalip Tribes. At the hearing, oral testimony was received from one 
representative from the Tula lip Tribes. Stakeholder comments (both written and 
oral) and county responses are summarized in Attachment A to this memo. 

Following the public hearing, commissioners closed public testimony and asked 
PDS staff for more information about the following activities in shoreline 
jurisdiction: 1) camping, 2) blackberry removal, 3) yacht and boat clubs, and 4) 
ordinary high water mark determinations. PDS responded to commissioners in a 
memo dated November, 19, 2018 (Attachment B). 

November 27, 2018: Planning Commission Deliberations 
Commissioners continued deliberations and voted 10 -1 to recommend 
approval of the proposed shoreline code, map and policy document 
amendments contained in the staff report (dated October 9, 2018) with 
supported findings and conclusions, including an amendment relating to "yacht 
and boat clubs." 

COORDINATION WITH ECOLOGY 

Following the planning commission process, Ecology submitted comments to the county and suggested 
other amendments to the county's shoreline development regulations in chapter 30.67 SCC. 

November 26, 2018: PDS received a letter from Ecology containing comments, questions and 
requests for revisions to the proposed shoreline code amendments. Ecology's 
letter is included as Attachment C to this memo. 

January 8, 2019: PDS met with Ecology to discuss the requested revisions to the proposed 
shoreline code amendments. Ecology's requests centered on the following two 
priority issues: 1) limiting existing single-family residential development from 
encroaching closer to the shoreline ordinary high water mark (OHWM) and 2) 
clarifying provisions for normal "maintenance and repair" from "replacement" 
of shoreline bank and stabilization measures. 

Council Briefing Memo: 2019 SMP Periodic Review Page 2 of 4 



January 18 - 29, 2019: PDS and Ecology corresponded via email to address Ecology's requests for 
revisions to the proposed shoreline code amendments. 

February 20, 2019: Ecology notified PDS that the county's latest version of the proposed shoreline 
code amendments adequately addressed Ecology's concerns. 

EXECUTIVE-RECOMMENDED ORDINANCE 

The table below identifies changes to shoreline code, map and policy document amendments that have 
occurred since the planning commission voted on the proposal on November 27, 2018. 

Planning Executive -
Commission Recommended 
Recommendation Ordinance 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SNOHOMISH COUNTY CODE (SCC): 
sec 30.67.060(2)(d) Repeals provision requiring a Retains provision requiring a shoreline 

, shoreline variance whenever a variance for deviations from landslide 

area regulations is requested. uses that include habitable 
------ ~ 

deviation from landslide hazard hazard area regulations but specifically for 

sec 30.67.060(2)(e) Requires a shoreline variance Allows buffer reductions in excess of 50% 
I when the provisions in sec without a shoreline variance if certain 

sec 30.67.060(2)(f) 

30.62A.520 are used to reduce the conditions exist, i.e., limited buildable area, 
buffer in excess of 50%. development will not require shoreline and 

bank stabilization measures. 

Requires a shoreline variance 
when the provisions in sec 
30.62A.520 are used for 

Allows SFR expansions without a shoreline 
variance if criteria are met and the 
expansion does not encroach any further 

, expansions of existing single- toward the shoreline ordinary high water 
I I family residences (SFRs). mark 
I sec 30.6 7 .06_0_(_4_) __ ~oves va ri a nee req~-~i r_e_m_e_n_t_f_o_r-+--R--e-ta-i~n-s --re_q_u_i~re~m_e_n_t_f_o_r _a_s_h_o __ r_e_l_i n-e---------~ 

I SFR projects utilizing innovative variance for SFRs utilizing Innovative 
i
1 

development design (IDD) Development Design (IDD) provisions. 
I in sec 30.62A.3SO. 

rscc 30.67.517 Changes 45% light passage 

I 
(l)(h)(ix)(l)(I) requirement for decking materials 

i 

I 

iscE-30.61 .575 

1 
to allow for "maximum light 

I passage" instead. 1 ----------

- ---- --------~---------

Changes the "maximum light passage" 
requirement for decking materials to allow 
for "minimum of 40% open spacing" 
instead. 

• Clarifies regulations for new, enlarged or 
replacement structural shoreline/bank 
stabilization measures 

• Restructures regulations by shoreline 
environment designation 

• Makes minor changes to achieve 
consistency with state shoreline rules, 
including updated guidance documents 

Note: Several, non-substantive shoreline code amendments were also identified by staff following the 
planning commission process. These housekeeping amendments are included in the Executive
recommended ordinance but not shown in detail in this table. 
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Planning Executive -
Commission Recommended 
Recommendation Ordinance 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SMP POLICY DOCUMENT (EXHIBIT A) and SMP MAPS (EXHIBIT B): 
Section 2.3 - I Updates land use acreages in Table 4. 
Alternative Envr. I 
Designation System 

1----------., 
I Section 3.2.5.3 - Changes to these 
I Boating Facilities sections/appendices were 

[

Appendix A-=-- not identified prior to the 
Glossary planning commission hearing 

Envr. Designation Maps the planning commission 

Appendix E - I proposal. 
Chapter 30.44 sec 
----------------; 

Makes a minor change to reflect the new I 
section on Boat Mooring Facilities - 30.67.517. I 
Achieves consistency with changes in the I 
proposed ordinance. _ _J 

I Achieves consistency with changes in the I 
1 proposed ordinance. 

-----------, 
Achieves consistency with shoreline provisions 
in the ordinance. r 

Appendix D - Shoreline and therefore not included in 

I Appendix F - Achieves consistency with shoreline 
I Chapter 30.67 sec regulations in the proposed ordinance. 

-+---------------------------------- ------------------+--' ------ ---

1 Map Sheet# 25 Designates two wastewater Changes designation of lagoons from "Aquatic" I 
1 lagoons as "Aquatic." to "Urban." I L~-----+-~---~---+-- ~ 
I Map Sheet# 43 Does not include Echo Lake Adds Echo Lake to the map atlas which is II 

as a shoreline waterbody. I already identified in the shoreline policy 

I document as a shoreline waterbody. 

EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATION 

PDS recommends approval of the Executive-recommended ordinance in the ECAF. 

Attachments: 
Attachment A - Summary of Stakeholder Comments and County Responses 
Attachment B - Planning Commission Memo dated 11-19-18 
Attachment C Ecology Comment Letter received 11-26-18 

CC: Lacey Harper, Chief of Staff 
Ken Klein, Executive Director 
Josh Dugan, Special Projects Coordinator 
Barb Mock, PDS Director 
Mike Mccrary, PDS Deputy Director 

lkuno Masterson, AICP, PDS Manager 
Michael Dobesh, PDS Manager 
Sean Curran, PDS Supervisor 
Terri Strandberg, PDS Principal Planner 
Yorik Stevens-Wajda, Council Analyst 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

This document includes responses to written comments that were received prior to the 
Snohomish County Planning Commission (Planning Commission) public hearing on the 
2019 Shoreline Management Program (SMP) periodic review project held on October 23, 
2018. Following the hearing, commissioners closed public testimony and scheduled 
deliberations for November 27, 2018. 

The Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) 
conducted outreach with stakeholders throughout the periodic review process in order to 
better understand and address issues. PDS invited early participation in the review process 
and solicited comments through a variety of measures including: email contact, agency and 
public open houses, meetings with tribal representatives, specialized community meetings 
and a project website. 

PDS met with the Washington State Departments of Ecology (Ecology) and Natural 
Resources (DNR), the Cities of Everett and Granite Falls, the Tulalip Tribes, the 
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians, the Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe, the Snohomish Health 
District, the Snohomish County Marine Resources Committee, the Snohomish County 
Agricultural Advisory Board, the general public, as well as other stakeholders. 

Overall Comments and Responses 

The responses in this memo are based on the written testimony submitted to the 
planning commission on October 23, 2018. 

1. Comment: Re-designate Intact Marine Shorelines. 

Change the shoreline environment designation for four areas of intact marine 
shoreline. 

Response: 

The county conducted an inventory of county shorelines for the 2012 SMP Update. 
In the inventory, staff divided marine shorelines into planning segments, based 
mostly on drift cell boundaries, and then assessed ecological functions/conditions for 
each segment. Shoreline environment designations were then assigned to each 
segment, and not on a parcel-by-parcel basis. Although one or more specific parcels 
may meet the criteria for designation as "Natural," the entire marine reach segment 
does not. The conditions of each marine reach segment established in the 2012 
SMP Update generally remain unchanged so the boundaries of each segment 
remain unchanged with this periodic SMP review. 

Planning Commission Public Hearing October 23, 2018 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

2. Comment: Improve SMP No Net Loss Analysis. 

Adapt the method discussed in the September 2017 Ecology publication titled 
Characterizing Wetland Buffers in Washington State (Publication No. 17-06-008) to 
demonstrate the county is meeting no net loss. Available information shows that the 
county's SMP is not achieving no net loss of ecological functions or meeting 
Shoreline Management Act (SMA) requirements. 

Response: 

Ecology guidance provides the following purpose of the periodic review required by 
RCW 90.58.080(2): 

The presumption in the comprehensive update process was that all master 
programs needed to be revised to comply with the full suite of ecology guidelines. 
By contrast, the periodic review addresses changes in requirements of the act 
and guidelines requirements since the comprehensive update or the last periodic 
review, and changes for consistency with revised comprehensive plans and 
regulations, together with any changes deemed necessary to reflect changes 
circumstances, new information or improved data. 

Department of Ecology, Summary of Periodic Review Rule (WAC 173-26-090), 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program (Sept. 20, 2017). Local 
jurisdictions are not required to update their shoreline inventories or characterization 
reports to determine whether they are meeting the no net loss standard. Rather, 
Ecology recognizes that because jurisdictions adopted shoreline master programs 
that comply with the SMA and 2004 Ecology Guidelines (chapter 173-26 WAC (Part 
Ill)), following those programs will result in meeting the no net loss standard. 

The County undertook a major effort to amend its SMP to comply with the 2004 
Ecology Guidelines, resulting in the adoption of the current SMP in 2012 through 
Amended Ordinance No. 12-025. The SMP and the County's critical area regulations 
adopted under the GMA are designed to work together to achieve the outcome of no 
net loss of shoreline ecological functions and values. Individual development 
projects are subject to the "no net loss" standard under SCC 30.67.320. Additionally, 
the County's SMP utilizes a multifaceted approach consisting of both regulatory and 
non-regulatory programs to achieve "no net loss" of ecological functions and values 
required under the SMA on a watershed level. This multifaceted approach includes 
planning, policies and intergovernmental coordination; regulations and enforcement; 
enhancement and restoration programs; public education and stewardship 
opportunities; incentive and acquisition programs; and monitoring and adaptive 
management. 

Although the County's compliance with its SMP is deemed by Ecology sufficient to 
meet the no net loss standard, the SMP utilizes CAR's monitoring program, 
established under chapter 30.62A SCC Part 700, to establish a baseline and provide 
performance measures to determine whether the County is achieving no net loss 
benchmarks through its policies and programs. 

Planning Commission Public Hearing October 23, 2018 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

A Critical Area Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan was developed in 2008. 
The plan established that adaptive management protocols related to riparian areas 
and bank modifications would be triggered when there is a 3% decrease in any 
indicator across County jurisdiction within any watershed relative to baseline. 
Snohomish County, Critical Area Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan (Sept. 
2008), p. 32 (Table 6). Riparian areas are a type of surrogate for shoreline functions 
and values. For wetlands, the trigger is a 5% decrease in any indicator. 

The County's most recent critical areas monitoring report was issued in December 
2014 and focused on the effectiveness and implementation of permitting and 
enforcement to protect critical areas both inside and outside of shoreline jurisdiction. 
The 2014 Monitoring Report evaluated land cover change impacts in connection with 
permits and enforcement cases between November 2007 and April 2013. The report 
concluded that the 108.58 acres of land cover change impacts to critical areas and 
buffers represented only 0.35% of the total area of the parcels investigated and 
wetland impacts were less than 2% of the total area of wetlands on those same 
parcels. The wetland impact findings in both the 2014 Monitoring Report and earlier 
2012 monitoring report published by the Department of Public Works were below the 
5% threshold recommended in the County's Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
plan for an adaptive management action. The 2014 Monitoring Report concluded no 
specific code changes were needed, but recommended administrative changes 
related to the permit review process, collection of monitoring data, and staff training 
to improve critical area protections. 

As part of the 2019 SMP Periodic Review, the County conducted additional 
monitoring specific to shoreline jurisdiction to assess the effectiveness of the 
County's SMP and shoreline regulations. The County measured land cover change 
impacts on properties within shoreline jurisdiction that were issued development 
permits or had active enforcement cases with recorded critical area site plans 
(CASPs) between June 1, 2013, and June 1, 2015. The County started with 249 
CASPs that were recorded within shoreline jurisdiction, however, the County 
eliminated those CASPs that had been recorded too recently to be able to assess 
"before" and "after" aerial photos. The County ultimately analyzed 197 recorded 
CASPs which contained a total of 321.49 acres of critical area protection areas 
(CAPA) within marine, river, and lake shoreline jurisdiction. Based on a comparison 
of "before" and "after" aerial photos, 167 of the CASPs appeared to be intact with no 
disturbance, and 30 CASPs appeared to be partially intact with only a slight intrusion 
into the CAPA Of the total areas of CAPA evaluated, only 1.03 acres, or 0.32% was 
disturbed. This percentage is far below the 3% adaptive management trigger 
established in the 2008 Critical Area Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan. 
Based on this additional monitoring, the County concludes that the critical area 
regulations applied within shoreline jurisdiction are being implemented as intended 
and no changes to specific code provisions are required at this time to meet the no 
net loss standard. 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

3. Comment: Amend Definition of Buffer. 

Amend the county's definition of buffer to include the entire area immediately 
adjoining a critical area regardless of the presence or absence of native vegetation. 
County staff's current interpretation of buffers is inconsistent with Best Available 
Science (BAS) and negates the buffer's role to protect the critical area. 

Response: 

This issue was addressed in a challenge to the county's 2015 critical area 
regulations (CAR) update, Futurewise v. Snohomish County, CPSGMHB No. 15-3-
0012c, FOO (Jan. 10, 2017). The Growth Management Hearings Board (GMHB) 
upheld the county's definition of "buffer," which was not amended in the county's 
CAR update and remains applicable in shoreline jurisdiction. The county does not 
plan to amend this definition during this periodic SMP review. 

However, the county is proposing amendments which would clarify regulations for 
single-family residential (SFR) development and redevelopment in shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

4. Comment: Clarify Regulations for Single Family Residential 

Amend county code to clarify which regulations apply to SFRs in shoreline areas like 
Bainbridge Island does in its Single Family Residence Shoreline Mitigation Manual. 
As currently structured, county code does not meet SMA requirements for internal 
consistency. 

Response: 

This issue was addressed in a challenge to the county's 2015 critical area 
regulations (CAR) update, Futurewise v. Snohomish County, CPSGMHB No. 15-3-
0012c, FOO (Jan. 10, 2017). The GMHB found no inconsistencies or ambiguities 
between the county's CAR and SMP. However, the county appreciates the reference 
to Bainbridge Island's regulations for a differing perspective. 

Working with Ecology, the county is proposing to clarify regulations that apply to new 
single family residential development in sec 30.67.060(2). 

5. Comment: Require Site Investigations. 

Require site investigations for properties ranked on the Washington State 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation's (DAHP) predictive model as 
moderate, high and very high risk. This will better protect cultural resources and 
reduce costly work stoppages for projects that encounter cultural resources during 
excavation. Require consultation with the Tulalip Tribes Cultural Resources Office 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

prior to any approvals of shoreline development within the boundaries of the Tulalip 
Indian Reservation. This will insure protection of Tribes' cultural resources. 

Response: 

Section 1.2.4.2 of the SMP includes a Cultural, Archaeological and Historic Element, 
containing goals, policies and implementing regulations. Chapter 30.320 SCC 
includes provisions related to DAHP protected data for registered historic places and 
known archaeological sites. 

PDS has procedures in place to flag those parcels identified by DAHP's predictive 
model as "Very High Risk" or "High Risk" of encountering an archaeological site. 
Assistance Bulletin #103 and a brochure for customers outlining Inadvertent 
Discovery Protocols are distributed when permit applications are submitted on those 
properties that have been flagged as high risk according to the predictive model. 
PDS employs additional procedures to provide protection for cultural and historic 
resources. Please contact the department for further information. 

Note: The County has recently established a cultural resource coordinator -
archaeologist position within the Historic Preservation Division of the Parks 
Department, to assist with implementing county policies for protecting sensitive 
resources and coordinating with tribal representatives. 

6. Comment: Require Cultural Resource Consultations 

Require consultation with the Tulalip Tribes Cultural Resources Office prior to any 
approvals of shoreline development within the boundaries of the reservation. This 
will insure protection of Tribes' cultural resources. 

Response: 

The County has recently established a cultural resource coordinator - archaeologist 
position within the Historic Preservation Division of the Parks Department, to assist 
with implementing county policies for protecting sensitive resources and coordinating 
with tribal representatives. 

7. Comment: Address Sea-Level Rise. 

Develop a Geographic Information System (GIS) layer that estimates likely sea-level 
rise in 2100 then adopt regulations prohibiting development within the area of likely 
sea-level rise and if that is not possible, require structures to be elevated above the 
likely sea-level rise. Homes built today will likely be in use in 2100. This is why 
development in highly vulnerable areas should be limited. 
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Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

Response: 

While Ecology provides guidance on this issue in Appendix A of its Shoreline Master 
Program Handbook, addressing sea level rise is left to local government innovation. 
This is a broad planning issue that goes beyond the 2019 SMP Periodic Review 

project. Snohomish County recently joined the Puget Sound Climate Preparedness 
Collaborative which may help guide future policy development for the County on this 
topic. 

8. Comment: Increase Stream Buffers. 

Update buffers for salmon streams and rivers from 150 to 235 feet. This will 
incorporate the scientific data and recommendations in Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife's (WDFW) publication titled: Riparian Ecosystems, Volume 1. 
Science synthesis and management implications (p. 4, p. 47, pp. 89-97). 

Response: 

The County's existing critical area regulations continue to utilize a 150-foot buffer for 
salmon streams and rivers. The County considered the best available science when 
it revised the riparian buffer regulations in the 2007 CAR update and reviewed but 
did not amend the riparian buffer regulations in the 2015 CAR update. See 
Snohomish County, Revised Draft Summary of Best Available Science for Critical 
Areas (Mar. 2006), and Snohomish County, Draft Summary 2015 Best Available 
Science Review for Critical Area Regulation Update (2015). The Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) does not cite any new science in Riparian 
Ecosystems, Volumes 1: Science Synthesis and Management Implications (2018) to 
support its continued recommendations for riparian buffer widths based on one 200-
year Site Potential Tree Height (SPTH). The County's 150-foot buffer for salmon 
streams and rivers continues to be consistent with best available science, as 
determined in 2007 and 2015. The County does not plan to amend CAR buffers 
during the 2019 SMP periodic review. 

9. Comment: Limit Impervious Surfaces in Subdivisions. 

Limit the total of effective impervious surfaces to 10% for the entire subdivision and 
expand this shoreline regulation to all rural and resource zones. This will help 
maintain fish and wildlife habitat including Chinook habitat. 

Response: 

The proposed amendment is narrowly focused on clarifying the intent of the 10% cap 
on impervious surfaces for subdivisions in shoreline jurisdiction only. The SMP 
periodic review is not scoped to address code amendments affecting properties 
outside of shoreline jurisdiction. 

Planning Commission Public Hearing October 23, 2018 
Stakeholder Comments and County Responses Page 6 of 9 



Attachment A 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

10. Comment: Address Wildfire Risk. 

Require at least 30-foot wide setbacks adjacent to critical areas and critical area 
buffers in areas subject to wildfire risk. This will better protect homes and other 
improvements. 

Response: 

The existing code already has requirements for resource protection areas, including 
100 feet from forest lands and 500 feet from commercial forest. The periodic SMP 
review is not scoped to address wildfire risks in shoreline jurisdiction. 

11. Comment: Clarify Language for Houseboats. 

Existing county code does not acknowledge that the Washington State Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) has a policy NOT to allow houseboats on state-owned 
aquatic lands. It is recommended that the county amend reference note 31 in SCC 
30.67.440 (Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix) to add the 
word "legally established" before the word "houseboats." 

Response: 

The county has drafted an amendment incorporating this suggested change into the 
proposed ordinance. Other shoreline provisions acknowledge that houseboats used 
as a residence and live-aboard vessels are subject to a lease or permission from 
DNR (SCC 30.67.570(2)(9)). Additionally, houseboats, by definition in county code, 
require a license from the Washington Department of Licensing (DOL). 

12. Comment: Specify Construction Materials for Decking. 

Do not remove light passage requirements. The county should develop criteria for 
construction materials that allows "maximum light passage." 

Response: 

Current code requires applicants to use decking on docks, piers and floats that 
allows a "minimum of 45% light passage." This standard is difficult for applicants to 
prove and staff to confirm. The proposed amendment provides flexibility by replacing 
the specific 45% light passage requirement with language that would allow 
applicants a range of options to achieve a minimum of 40% open space. PDS 
believes the proposed amendment provides the best criteria for implementing the 
intended standards and meets the needs of regulatory agencies, including Ecology. 
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13. Comment: Clarify Pier and Dock Requirements for Lake Shorelines. 

There are several narrow sloughs and river channels less than 80 feet wide within 
Snohomish County. The proposed amendment [to sec 30.67.515(1)(k)(ix)(F)] may 
result in a conflicting policy. 

Response: 

The purpose of the code amendment to is to provide clarity on dock length for lake 
shorelines. Currently, shoreline regulations base dock length (on lakes) on the 
"average of abutting properties" which is problematic when the adjacent property 
does not have a dock. This amendment does not propose to change any of the 
existing pier and dock length or width requirements. Additionally, this length 
requirement applies on lake shorelines, not river shorelines. 

14. Comment: Provide Guidance on Individual Boating Facilities. 

For clarity, the county should provide specific guidance on each of the different 
boating facilities as required. Also, consider requiring additional measures on 
boating facilities to achieve DNRs management goals. 

Response: 

The proposed revision preserves existing standards for the various boating and boat 
mooring facilities that are currently in code. The county is not proposing new 
guidance, standards or requirements for these uses. The county appreciates DNRs 
coordination efforts and looks forward to working together in the future. 

15. Comment: Retain Non-Conforming Use Provisions. 

Retain current code provisions prohibiting non-conforming uses or structures to 
enlarge or increase in any way. Classifying non-conforming uses or structures as 
conforming will exacerbate ongoing degradation of the marine shoreline buffer 
affecting the protection of Tulalip marine waters, marine near shore habitat, Tulalip 
tidelands, and treaty protected fisheries. 

Response: 

Currently county code does not allow nonconforming uses or structures to be 
enlarged or increased in any way, including in use intensity and/or height. Relief 
from these provisions may only be achieved by obtaining a shoreline variance permit 
which requires applicants demonstrate compliance with nine different criteria in SCC 
30.44.150. Shoreline variance permits must also be approved by Ecology. 

Planning Commission Public Hearing October 23, 2018 
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State law currently allows local governments the option of classifying legally
established, residential structures as a conforming uses. This option is encouraged 
by Ecology to reduce time and costs associated with reviewing shoreline variance 
permits. Since 2012, the county has processed 25 shoreline variance permits. 11 of 
the 25 were for SFR development and all 11 were approved (4 with conditions). No 
shoreline variance requests were denied. 

Redevelopment or expansion of residential structures requires a building permit and 
compliance with CAR. Compliance with these standards demonstrates protection of 
shoreline ecological functions under the SMP. 

16. Comment: Retain Variance Requirement for Innovative Development Designs. 

Retain the variance requirement for SFR developments that utilize the innovative 
development design (100) provisions in the CAR. This would allow more public and 
agency review of these proposals ensuring that they protect shoreline ecological 
functions. 

Response: 

The county has revised the proposal to retain the variance requirement for projects 
for SFR developments utilizing 100 provisions. 
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\Ir. Jim Langston, Planning Cornmission Chair 
Snohomish County Planning Commission 
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b-crett, \\'ashington 98201 

Dear C:hair I .angston and Planning Commissioners: 

future 
• wise 

816 Second :\ \T 

Suite 200 
Seattle, W:\ 981(q 

206-3-B-068 l 
Ext. 102 

W\VW. futurc\visc. org 

Subject: Comments on the 2019 Periodic Review of the Shoreline Management 
Program. 
Sent via email ro: brandi.sporcs@snoco.org; , \lison.hodgkin~~snoco.org 

Thank you for the opponunit\' lO comment on the 2019 Periodic RcYiew of the Shoreline 
\fanagement Program . .\s has been reported in media and scientific reports, the Southern Resident 

Orcas arc threatened by (1) an inadcc1uatc availabilitv of prev, the Chinook salmon, legacy and 
new toxic contaminants, and (."'i) disturbance from noise and vessel trnffic." 1 "Recent scientific 
studies indicate that reduced Chinook salmon runs undermine the potential fi:ir the Southern 

Resident population to successfulh· reproduce and recover.''' The Shoreline \fanagcment Program 
Periodic Review is an opportunitr to take steps to help 1-ccovcr the Southern Resident Orcas, the 
Chinook salmon, and the species and habitats on \vhich thev depend. In this letter we recommend 
measures that \Vill impnl\'c protection for these kc\· species such a~ improved shoreline buffers. 

\\·e support many of the provisions existing shorelines management program (SMP). \'\'e also 

lllcludc other recommendations to improve the Snohomish County Shoreline \fanagcmcnt Program 
(S:\IP). 

Pilclrnck \udubon Society's mission is to \Vork c\·en· dav rmvard consetTing and restoring natural 
ccos\·sterns lw focusing on birds and other \vildlifc for the benefit of the earth's biological cfrn.>rsit\·. 
Our Smart (;rowth Program's mission is to work \Vith Snohomish C:ountv local governments 
through education, outreach, activism, coalition building and ackocacy regarding comprchensi\T 
land use planning and development regulations to achic\·e more livable, sustainable urban 

( )fficc of l he Cm-crnor. Exccum-c ( lrdcr l ti I J2 ;-;oui hem Rcs1dcnr Killer \\nak Rcco\Tff and 

rn. 2018 at: 

this letter with rhe 
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cornmunities, while protecting our county's natural resource and rural lands, our air and water 
(JUalitY, and wildlife and fish habitat from irresponsible dcYelopment. 

\\·ashington Em-ironrncntal Council is a 501 ( c)(3) organization founded in 1967. Our mission is to 
protect, restore, and sustain \'Cashington's enYironrnent for alL and we arc committed to clean water 
protections for Puget Sound and for all \\.ashington State waters. 

h11urewise works throughout \\·ashington State to support land-use policies that encourage hcalrlff, 
cc1uitable and opportunity-rich communities, and that protect our 1TH1st \'aluablc farmlands, forests, 
and water resources. hnurewise has supporters throughout \\.asliington Stare including Snohomish 
County. 

\'X:e ha\·e the foLlowing recommendations to improYe the '.2019 Periodic RcYiew of the Shoreline 
:\1anagement Program (SMP). These recommendations arc: 

• \\·e recommend that Snohomish County rC\·iew and imprm-e its Shoreline :\lanagement 
Program (S:\IP) to cn,rnrc that it is achin·ing no net loss of ecological functions .. \s is 
docurncnted on page 3 below, the aYailable information shows that the S\fP is not achic\·ing no 
net loss of ecological functions which is a requirement for shoreline management programs 
(S:\f Ps). 1 

• .\dditional Intact I Iigh-<Jualit\' Shorelines should be Designated :\atural. :\faintaining intact 
shorelines is important to maintain shoreline ecological functions and recover the Chinook 
salmon and the Southern Resident ( )rcas. Please see page 5 of this letter for more information. 

• . \dopt up to date buffers to protect Chinook salmon, other salmon, and the prev on \vhich thcv 
reh-. The State of\\'ashington Department of Fish and \'Cildlifc has recently updated the 
scientific basis for protecting riparian areas. \'('e recommend that the buffers for salmon stream,; 
and rivers be updated tu incorporate the scientific data and recommendations. Please sec page (i 

of this lener for more information. 

• Rec1uirc wider setbacks between dC\·clopment and critical areas and critical areas buffers in areas 
subject to wildfire danger. This \,,-ill allow better protection for homes and other impro-vements. 
Please see page 7 of this letter for more information. 

• The S:\IP should rC(jlllre site· · ms for sites that the \X.ashingt<>n State Department of 
. \rchcology and I Iistoric Preser-:a tion predictiYe model rates as recommended: 
modeLtte risk," ''su1Tey high]\' a(h-ised: risk," and "surn:y higblv advised: \·cry high nsk." 
This \vill better protect cultural resources and reduce costh work stoppages for projects that 

\\. \C 1-3 26 186(8)(d) '·To ensure 11<> net loss of functions and prntc:ction of other shordinc functions 
,1ml / or uses, master programs shall contain policies. programs, and regulations rhat address adYcrsc curnulatiYc 
and allocate the burden of cumulariYe among dcYclopmcnt opportunities." .\!though the 
:.;horclinc \laster l'1·ogram ( ;uidclincs arc called arc s1atc agcncr rules and 
shoreline rnastcr program upda1cs must comp!\- with them. RC\\' 90 .. S8.11.)IJ(3)(b) & (c); RC\\' ')0.58.1180(1) & The 

:.;\fP Cuidclincs cited in this letter \\TtT acn:sscd 011 ( kr. 18, 2018 ai: =sµ, __ '.-"++~""--"-'""'='~-"£-'-"-'J.'-'"'~"'''·~-'-'-'-'-----'-----'---

2(,&fu!!---truc:. 
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encounter cultural resources during excavation. Please sec page 8 of this letter for more 
information. 

• Sea level rise is a real problem that is happening now. \\·c recommend that the S:\IP review 
address sea lnTI rise and increased coastal erosion in the frequently flooded area regulations. 
Please sec page 9 of this letter for more information. 

• . \mend the County dn·doprnent regulations to apply the ten percent cap on total effcctiw, 
impc1·Tious surfaces in sec .30.67.57() to the \Vholc subcfr,:ision. This will help maintain fish and 
wildlife habitat including Chinook habitat. Please sec page 11 of this letter for more information. 

• \'Cc support amending Shoreline i\Ianagcment Program Section .30.6 7 .515 to clarif:; that on 
properties without abutting piers or clocks, new piers and docks cannot extend \Vaterward more 
than 80 fret from the ordinary high-water mark (( )11\\.:\1). This will better manage docks and 
piers. Please sec page 12 of this letter for more information. 

• Retain the nriancc required for the inrnwa tivc dcYcloprncnt design provisions of sec 
30.62:\.350. This will allow more public and agcncv t-cvicw of these proposals ensuring that thcv 
protect shoreline ecological functions. Please sec page 12 of this letter for more information. 

l·or the reasons detailed in h1turcwisc's Fcbruan· 13, 2018, letter to the Snohomish CounfY Planning 
and Den'lopmcnt Sen·iccs, we recommend that Snohomish County rc,·icw its Shoreline 
:\fanagemcnt Program (S:\f P) to ensure that it i;; achic,·ing no net loss of ecological functions. 1 1': o 
net loss of ecological functions is a rec1uircment for shoreline management prograrns.' .\s part of 
periodic updates, "local governments shall, if nccessarv, revise their master programs ... lt]o assure 
that the master program complies with applicable law and guidelines in effect at the time of the 
review ... "r, The Shoreline ;\laster Program c;uidclincs, in\\·. \C 173-26-191 (ii)(D), requires the 
countv to include in the S\!P "a process for periodically evaluating the cumulative effects of 
authorized development on shoreline conditions."· So this re\·icw is necessary to comply with 
current law. 

This is important because the own data shows a small net loss of critical area acreage. 
Snohomish Count\' is one of r he few counties in \'Cashington State that actualh- monitor whether 
their regulations are achieving no net loss of function and Yaluc. \X'c rcalh- appreciate the county's 
commitment to doing this work and these reports arc \TtT \veil done and scicntificalfr defensible. 
\\c congratulate the count\· for its work on the reports. 

1 _ \ cop\- 1s enclosed \vith this kncr. 

\\.\C P3 '.26 18C,(8)(bJ & (d). 
1• RC\\ CJ(J.S8.080(.J.)(a). 

I ;,imrl.r o(!he S1111 J111111s ,,. Sf/11 }111111 Ci11111!)' 1111d St11/c of' II" Oep,ll111m1! , \\'\\'R(; '.ll IB Case '\o. l "-2 ( 10( 1'), 
Final Dccis10n ancl ( lrdcr (June 13, '.2Ul 8), at >·t of 38 last accc";scd on ( let. 18, '.2018 ar: 
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That said, the most recent critical areas monitoring report documents a net loss of critical area 
acreage. .\s the report states: 

The <ffcrall merged estimated land con:r change total for Tasks J thru IV is 108.58 
acres (Table 0). The majority of the impacts came from enforcement 
properties, follmvcd bv permit properties with !Critical .\rcas Site Plans] C.\SPs 
( 1-t.3+0 properties with forest practices permits ( 1 and permit properties 
without C \SPs ('.2.85° 00) .. \ pprnxirnatcly 51 ° I) oft he impacts occurred in wetlands, 
follmvcd by critical area/buffer combinations ('.2-1-.85°0), buffers (1 geologic 
hazard areas (-1-.78° ,;) and lakes/ponds (<1 "ll). 

It's important to reiterate that the land cover change totals, with the exception of 
C\SP buffers noted in Task I, do not include wetland buffer impacts. ;\s discussed 
aboYc, without knowing the wcrland categories, the buffers cannot be determined. 
>ior\vithstanding the problems of estimating wetland buffer impacts, giYe11 that rhe 
direct wetland impacts \Vere greater than 5()0io of the total, wetland buffer impacts are 
undoubtcdh' the largest of the land cm·er change impact areas (Tables 9 & 10).' 

\'·Chile we recognize that the SJ'11P was adopted in '.2012, the S'.\fP largely relics on the critical areas 
regulations for no net loss of loss of ecological functions.'' \\·e also recognize that some of the 
impacted critical areas arc probabl\' outside shoreline jurisdiction. I Iowevcr, based on the data that is 
currently aYailablc Snohomish Count\' cannot creditablv contend that the existing S!\IP is achie\·ing 
no net loss. 

The 20 I(; Stt1/e o/ 011r ir·111n:,herl,: 1 Repo,1 h)' the I Fri hes in ir·cs/cm 1r·a.1hi1(~lon also documenrs 
shorelines arc seeing a net loss of ecological functions. l n the Stillaguamish basin, (l.-+3 miles of bank 
armoring were added since '.2005. 1" ''Since '.2005, the counties of Port Susan Bay ([sland and 
Snohomish) ban' combined for a net increase of 1.1 miles of marine shoreline armoring, which 
represents 17""" of total net increase in marine shoreline armoring for the Puget Sound oYcr the 
same nmc pcriod." 11 Impnffed dcYcloprnent regulations are needed. 

The Stillaguarn.ish \'Catershed Council has concluded that Stillaguamish Chinook 
cannot be rccoYered without ma1or changes at the state and federal lcn·ls including: 

• .\dcc1uate instrearn flows; 

• lmproYed timber harYest regulations and enforcement; 

'Snolwmi,h Dcpanmcnr of Planning and 
Public \Yorke'~ Surface \'farer <.iiti,"rll, lm1J of 

and <.:ncloscd 

-1-l of l 

p. 25--1- last accessed on ( lcr. IC). 1 8 ,u: 

~+-=~~"~~--.-+c==-~-~-~~~"~-~~=~,--~"'-""--~~ and cited pages cnclos<.:d lll a scparnt<.: c1rnul with the· filename: 
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• ImproYed water ,iualitv enforcement and compliance; 

• lrnproYed protection and enforcemcm on agricultural 

• lands; and 

• De\'clopmenr regulations that protect critical habitat throughout the floodplain 
and the cstwtff 

,\ net loss of ecological functions is abo occurring in the Snohomish Rin'r Basin "The Snohomish 
RiYer Basin Salmon Conscn·ation Plan recommends at least 65°'0 forested 150,foot riparian buffer 
on either side of all fish habitat streams. Riparian forest cmTr was onk .+9"'u in 2011, a 1 o decrease 
from 5(1°'., in 200(i_"1 

Jirom an assessment of 2006 data, the lower Snohomish watershed was found to 

haYe 11" o impernous surface, conditions that lead to poor water ciuality conditions . 
. \ssessment of 2011 data indicated impervious area continues to increase. In 2011, 
even· l'rban Stream watershed identified in the Snohomish River Salnmn 
Conservation plan was degraded, based on impcffious surface levels greater than 
12°10. , \dditionally, between 2006 and 2011, increases in impc1Tious surface 
continued to spread from l 'rban Stream watersheds into the l\fainstcm and Rural 
Stream watersheds to the easr.11 

So, the available data shows that the Si\IP is not achieving no net of ecological functions. It must be 
improved to achieve no net loss as the SJ\f P Cuidclines rcc1uire. 

ii 

\X'e recommend appropriately designating the few remaining largclv intact marine shorelines in the 
'.\atural environment. This is based on the criteria in both the Si\fP and the Sl\fP (;uidclines.1'• ,\s 
the SJ\1P c;uidclines state, "[t]bc purpose of the "natural" environment is to protect those shoreline 
areas that arc rclati\Th· free of human influence or that include intact or minimally degraded 
shoreline functions intolerant of human use. These svstems rc(1uirc that on!r \'Crv low intensity uses 
be allmvcd in order to maintain the ecological functions and ecosvstcrn-widc proccsscs."1- "..:atural 
''shoreline areas include largck undisturbed portions of shoreline areas such as wetlands, estuaries, 
unstable bluffs, coastal dunes, spits, and ccologica]]y intact shoreline habitats." 1' The frcsl1\varcr 
areas make the most use of the :\atural cmironmcnt. l lownTr, the application of ~a rural to marine 
areas is lirnitcd. The follmving arc:ts for the '.\atural erwironrncnt based on either S\IP 
designation criteria 2 or 3. They need to be protected. These areas include: 

• The intact segment of shoreline 
segment of tribal land. 

1
' Id. ar p. 2:i:i footnmc omi11cd. 
Id. ar p. 10"'>. p. , 11. 

1
1 Id. ,u p. '.\1/3, p .. '.\ 12. 
Ii\\ .\C: l ~3 2(, 18(,(8)(li) & (d). 
I/,\\ .\C 1~1 26 211 
1- \X_\C: 1~7, 2<, 211 
:, \\" \C: ]~'.\ 2(, .21 i 

at the south end of Tulare \\'..ay \\'.' southeast to the next 



Snohomish C :ounty Planning C :ommission 
Re: 2019 Periodic RC\·iew of the Shoreline '.\Ianagemem Program 
October 23, 2U 18 
Page 6 

• The intact segment of shoreline starting at the south end of Tulalip Shores Rd. southeast tu the 
next segment of tribal land. 

• On I Iar Island, t!w intact segment of shoreline along most of the north bluff of the island \Vhcrc 
adjacent deYdopmenr is outside shoreline jurisdiction. 

• On I far Island, the intact segment of shoreline north and cast of where Saratoga Dr. turns south, 
where adjacent denJopment is outside shoreline jurisdiction. 

• Between \fukilteo and J ,ynnwood, two intact segments \Vhere adjacent deYclopment is outside 
shoreline jurisdiction (aside from the railroad): near the end of Sr. .\ndrews Dr., and south Puget 
Sound Blnl. 

The State of \\'ashington Department of Fish and \\'ildlifr has recenth· updated the scientific basis 
for protecting riparian areas. This updated report documents rhar Chinook and other salmon depend 
on protecting riparian \'egetation and the functions this \·egctation performs such as maintaining a 
complex food web rhat supports salmon and maintaining temperature regimes to name just a few of 
the functions. 1'' ;\farine riparian vegetation provides similar functions such as food for salmon. 011 

To maintain riparian functions, the updated Riparian l iw.1ysll'ms, I /oh1111c !: S1imte .1y11!lw1il' and 
111m11~gcmmt implii'alions scientific report recommends protecting the riparian ecosystem \vhich has a 
\Vidth estimated to be "one Sire Potential Tree f Icight (SPTI I) measured from the edge of the 
channel, channel migration zone or acti\·e floodplain; it also includes wetlands and steep slopes 
associated with this area. Protecting functions within at least one SPTl I is a scientifically supported 
approach if the goal is ro protect and maintain high function of the riparian ecosystcm."' 1 The reporr 
defines site-potential tree height (SPTJ I) as the "average maximum height of the tallest dominant 
trees (200 years or more) for a gin'n site class.""' hir Snohomish County, the stream length· 
\\;eighted third quartile 200-year SPTI I is 2.)5 feet." 

t', (;eorgc \Vilhere and !,irk Rip,ni1111 f 'o/111m I: S,irn(e 

rll!d !l!dl//(~1'1/!CIII !11!f'hi'r1/1011s p. +, p. +~, pp. 89 - <J7 (.\ Document of the \\'ashingron 
of Fish and \\'i]dlifc, ( \'C\: hnal \'crsion last ,1ccesscd on ( let. 18, 2() 18 

'" Jim Brennan. I h111di1m.r i11 .l'oNml, 
1r;1.rhi1((I011 p. 21 (Prepared for: Sm (;ranr: 200')) last 
:icccsscd on ( let. 1 8, 2018 at: """-'+"'~-=~~~~'--±-'-'"~..c,,,c;=c:.....:..:.:c.~~~~:..:c.:c~..'..o+'"'-'· 

\\.ilherc and Kirk S,-imi'e 
l fabitar and Species Document of the of Fish and 

2018 
Jd. at p. X\'. 

\\'indropc, Timoth\' (Juinn. l,cJth Folkens, and Terra Rentz, R.ipr11i,111 I '01!11111' .:: 

R,Yo111111,'11dc1!io11.1 p .. \2 15 C \ Habira1 and Species Document of the \\'ashing ton Department of Fish and 
\\'ildlifc, ( 2018 Public Review Draft) bst accl'sscd on ( let. 18, 2018 ,n: 
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The buffers for Snohomish County's Shoreline :\fanagcmcnr Program arc based on one SPTI I, but 
use rhc shorter 100 ,-car SPTI 1.·, \\·e recommend that buffers be increased to use the nc\vh· . . 
recommended 200-ycar SPTI I of 235 feet for 1frcrs and streams that this width should be measured 
from the edge of the channel, channel migration zone, or actiYc floodplain \vhicheYer is wider.'i This 
irnprm-cmcnt will substantiallv imprm·e protection for Chinook and other salmon and the Southern 
Resident Orcas that rclr on them. 

h1rther, Snohomish C:ountv interprets its de,-clopment regulations, in Snohomish County Code 
Section 30.91 B.190, to proYidc that um-cgetatcd areas surrounding critical areas arc nor rec1uircd to 
he maintained as buffers because these areas do not meet the definition of buffer in the county code. 
This allmvs dC\-clopment in unn:getated buffers, harming critical areas. The County must amend 
Snohomish County Code Section 30.91 B.190 to rcc1uire that umTgcta ted buffers must rnaintainccl as 
buffers and planted with native ,;egctation to protect critical arcas.'11 

, \ccording to the State of Department of Natural Resources "on lands that it is responsible for 
protecting, Snohomish Countv has had 905 wildland fire incidents since 1970. This is an average of a 
little o,;cr 20 per year, \vith a high of +5 incidents in 197 + and 11)9() and a low of 1 incident in 
1971. Climate change is likek to increase fire ignitions in Snohomish County and "may increase 
winds that spread fires. Faster fires arc harder to contain, and thus arc more likclv to expand into 
residential neighborhoods.""' 

Setbacks from critical areas buffers provide an area in which buildings can be repaired and 
maintained \Vithout having to intrude in the buffer. It also allows for the creation of a I Iome 
Ignition /:one that can protect buildings from wildfires and allow firefighters to attempt to save the 
buildings during a wildfire. Since a 30-foot-widc [ Iomc Ignition Zone is irnportant to protect 

fr01n 
\\·df,vOl (J88.pdf." 
lj 

S/11)/l"hill' / '.111'!/"/)//llil'III 

,Juinn, Kcirh hJlkcrr,, and Terra Rcmz, [ 11/m11c ::: 

R,H111111M1da!lo11.1 p .. \2-l'i (. \ Priority l lahitat and Document of rhc Dl:partmcnt of Fish and 
\\"ildlifr, ( lhwpia: \Jay 2018 Public RcYicw 
'I, St at c of Dcparrmcnr of / lppmdix 8 C (;Hidr/11(1' 011 Ir1d!l1s of 

Coll!pe11sr1!011· 1/lilh !Ire Ir'e.1/tm 11-·r1.rhi1Wo/i ll"'f1/r111d Pd1!11(~ modified from 
ll't1/a11d, Ecology Publication "o. O.'i ()(, 1108 p. 3 (July 2018) ar lasr 

of 
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buildings, 2'1 we recommeml that Shoreline ;\lanagcment Program rec1uirc a setback at least :'JO feet 
\Vick adjacent to critical areas and critical area buffers in areas in areas subject to \Vildfire risk 
Combustible structures, such as decks, should not be allowed within this setback to protect the 
building from wildfires, 

'.\Iany historical and cultural sites arc in shoreline jurisdiction due to the availabilitv of water, food, 
and transportation routes, .\ddressing archaeological resources upfront before projects begin can 
save money. ].'or example, the Jefferson County Public Ctilitr District\ (Pl:D) contractor building a 
community septic svstem at Becker Point in Jefferson Countv encountered human bones and ~atiYe 
.\merican artifacts,''' The contractor had to stop construction .. \n archaeologist was called in and 
conducted an investigation that allowed the project to be redesigned and to be complctecL I !owen:r, 
Pl 'D staff "estimated the delays and additional engineering incurred because of the artifacts added 
about S90,000 to the project's cosr." 01 ,\t least some of that 1noner could !iaYe been saved bv an 
upfront archcological investigation, 

The \\'ashington State Department of ,\rchacologv and I Iistoric Prcseffation has developed an 
archaeological prcdictin: model that can predict where archaeological resources arc likek to be 
located and \vherc the department recommends archaeological su1TC\'S should be completed before 
earth disturbing activities and other uses and acfrvitics that can damage archaeological sites arc 
undertaken. ,\fam, shoreline areas in Snohomish County, and \\:ashington State, arc rated "survey 
recommended: moderate risk," "surn'V highly advised: high risk," and "survey highlv ackised: ,·cry 
high risk \\'e recommend that site investigations be re,1uired for sites that the \\'ashington State 
Department of a\rcheology and f Iistoric Preservation predictive model rates as "sun'e\' 
recommended: moderate risk," ''surn:\· highh- advised: high risk," and "sur:cy highh ackiscd: Ycry 
high risk'' The inYcstigation should be carried out in consultation with affected "\i,1ti\'C .\merican 
Tribes and 1':arious. 

Chew, J>/ 'f > ,,lid,., J/Jlih J3iykflt l'oi11t C:onnccrions p, 8 Distncts , \ssociation 
!\X'PUD.\J: \X'intcr 2008) last accessed on ( )er, 18, 2018 ar: 

',l Id 
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l'lw Shoreline ;\lanagement "\ct and Shoreline ,\faster Program (;uidelincs fC(]Uire shoreline master 
programs to address the flooding that will be caused by sea lc,Tl rise. RC\\. 90.58.100(2) (h) requires 
that shoreline master programs "shall include" "[ajn clement that gives consideration to the 
statewide interest in the prevention and minimization of flood damages ... "\\/;\C 173-26-221 (3)(b) 
provides in part that "[oj,·er the long term, the most effective means of flood hazard reduction is to 
pre\t:lll ur rcn1u,c de, cluprncnt in fll)Od-prnnc areas .. " The aru1s subject to sea level rise arc 
flood prone areas just the same as areas along bays, rivers, or streams that are within the 100-ycar 
flood plain. 

Sea Jen:! rise is a real problem that is happening now. Sea level is rising and floods and erosion arc 
increasing. In 2012 the National Research Council concluded that global sea kTd had risen by about 
seven inches in the 20'h Century and would likely rise bv 2-1- inches on the \\'ashington coast by 
2100.'1 NO,\:\ has documented that sea Jc,-cl ris<:'. could be as high as two meters, six and half fret, 
b,, 2100." The general extent of the two to six and a half feet of sea level rise currently projected for 
coastal waters can be seen on the N< ),\,\ C )ffice for Coastal 1'-fanagcment Digitalcoast Sea] ,evcl 
Rise V icwer anilablc at: hnps: // coasr.noaa.gm' / digitalcoast / tools/sir.html 

The ne,v report Projec!ed Set1 /.,e1 1el R.1.rejr1r II"r1shi1zgto11 Stale - /1 2018 /1.isessmml identifies projected sea 
lc,,cl rise for all of \\'ashington's rnarine shorelines. You can find the report and detailed, geographv 

specific information on projected sea leYcl rise at:--+------------,---~·----~-,----·-+--

Some \\.ashington State local goYcrnments alreadv address sea level rise. \'Chile these efforts arc 
helpful, more comprehensive approaches arc needed due to the adverse effects of sea leYcl rise on 
the state's shorelines. Two to six and a half Cect of sea level rise will substantiallv increase flooding. 
,\s Ecologv writes, "[sjea level rise and storm surge[sj will increase the frcyucncy and scYerity of 
flooding, erosion, and seawater intrusion-thus increasing risks to n1lncrable communities, 
111frastructure, and coastal ecosystcms."i- '.\or onk our marine shorelines \Vil! be impacted, as 
Fcologv writes ·'[mlorc frequent extreme storms arc likely to cause riYer and coastal flooding, 
leading to increased in Juries and loss of lifc."i~ 

:, :\ational Research Council. Ju I £I'd 

p. l 'i6. p. %, p. 102 
:, :\( ). \ \ ( )ffin: fur Coastal 

p. 8 r>f 14 (Jan. 2() accessed 011 Sept. 26, 2018 at: ~+'""'c:._~~~"""""'-'"--"""""-~='""-"='-'-+'~~~cc=~· 
'"· \filler, l.\L, 11., G., :\cwron, T., \\.cldon. R., Schmidt, D., \\.clch, \!., Grossman, E,. 
] .A'l'l'I ll'"rIShi1zgto11 S/1111' of\\" 
Climate Impacts C~rnup, ( State l'nin:rsm·, L' . Prc:parcd for 
the Coastal Resilience Prn1cct: 21 l 

Stt1!e '.> C'/i111:1k 
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.\ peer-reviewed scientific study ranked \\.ashingron State 1--J.'h in terms of the number of people 
living on land less than one meter above local \lean I Iigh \\",lter compared to the 23 contiguous 
coastal states and the District of Columbia. This amounted to an estimated minimum of l 8,2(i9 
people in 2010. 1

" One meter, 3.28 feet, is within the projected sea ln·cl rise estimates of three to four 
feet or more for the end of this ccn tun- .11 Zill ow rcccntlv cs tima tcd that .) 1,235 homes in 
\\'ashington State may be underwater bv 2100, 1.32 percent of the state's total housing stock. The 
\·alue of the submerged homes is an estimated Sl 3.7 hillon. c Zillmv \Vrotc: 

It\ important to note that 2 [()() is a long w;ff off, and it's certainly possible that 
communities [may] take steps to mitigate these risks. Then again, given the enduring 
popularity of living near the sea despite i1 s many dangers and drawbacks, it mav be 
that even more hornes will be located closer to the water in a century\ time, and 
these estimates could turn out to be HTV conscn·atin·. Either waY, left unchecked, it 
is clear the threats posed by climate change and rising sea levels have the potential to 
destroy housing values on an enormous scale. 11 

Sea level rise will have an impact bevoncl rising seas, floods, and storm surges. The National 
Research Council wrote that: 

Rising sea levels and increasing W,ffe heights will exacerbate coastal erosion and 
shoreline retreat in all geom0111hic environments along the west coast. Projections of 
future cliff and bluff retreat arc limited by sparse data in Oregon and \\'ashington 
and b,· a high degree of gcomorphic ,;ariabilitr along the coast. Projections using 
onh· historic rates of cliff erosion predict 10-30 meters [33 to <)8 feet] or more of 
retreat along the west coast b\' 2100, ,\n increase in the rate of sea-level rise 
combined with larger waves could significantly increase these rates. Future retreat of 
beaches \vill depend on the rate of sea-level rise and, to a lesser extent, the amount of 
sediment input and loss . .i; 

\ recent paper estimated that "[aJnalvsis \Vith a simple bluff erosion model suggests that predicted 
rares of sea-len·l rise baYe the potential to increase bluff erosion rates lw up to 0.1 m/n [meter a 
\Tar] bv the \·car 20.S0." 10 This translates to four additional inches of bluff erosion a year. 

] ,. \'\°c1ss, and J ( marhan · r. ( hT1vcck, c.<!imdli<,· o/ 

!he (Olifi~!i/J//S [ '111/ed J/(1/t'J-; le'\\ JR()'\. RI~. Li IT. ()J .11)33, -1- (2() 12) 

~~~"'+'~""'"'~"'-'-I~~'-'--'-'-·'---'-'"'"="-'--_;_"-'-'-'-'-~"-'-'-="-'""'"'-'- This is peer lT\"lCWCd. 

26, 2018 ,tr: 

'" !d. 
Climate 

/2016) last accessed 

ll :'(,trional Research Council, .IM I A'WI Rise Aul. !'re.rm!. ,1111i l ·';i/mY p. 13.'i 

, f karher \L Baron, . \manda I 
J1•if/1 ]fo11!h:1.rid I .I/)/ 1 F. rll!d th,• 0(11 Jedimo;t ll//!l~d 1111d I :ro.rio11 

C.h!lr,111 p. 1 lasr accessed on ( lei. 18, 2018 at: 
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:\ recent pcer-reYiewcd article estimated that at up to 8,017 people in Snohomish Count\· will be at 
risk of adn:rsc impacts from sea lc\·el rise in 2100.v' The time to adopt protcctin'. measures is nmv. 

l lomcs built todav arc likelv 10 be in use 21()0 .. \nd new lots created todav will be in use in 2100. . . . 

This is \vhy the \X'ashington State Department of Ecology recommends ''[l]irniting new development 
in highlv vulnerable areas.",· 

Therefore, we recommend that the S7\fP require that new lots and new buildings be located outside 
the area of likclv sea level rise and if that is not possible, buildings should be cle\·atcd abon:' the 
likek sea lc\·cl rise. \'(e recommend the following new regulations be added to the S7\fPs. 

X. New lots shall be designed and located so that the buildable area is outside the area likely 
to be inundated by sea level rise in 2100 and outside of the area in which wetlands will 
likely migrate during that time. 

X1. Where lots are large enough, new structures and buildings shall be located so that they 
are outside the area likely to be inundated by sea level rise in 2100 and outside of the area 
in which wetlands and aquatic vegetation will likely migrate during that time. 

X2L. New and substantially improved structures shall be elevated above the likely sea level rise 
elevation in 2100 or for the life of the building, whichever is less . 

. \s \Vas documented above, imperious surfaces arc increasing in Snohomish County harming fish 
habirat. 1' Staffs concern is that S:\f P proYisions onlv applv within shoreline jurisdiction. The 
solution is ro amend Snohomish County's zoning regulations to incorporate the ten percent cap on 
total effective impe1Tious surface into the county\ rural and natural resource zones. This would 
address staff's concern and address the expanding impervious surfaces and the adverse impacts 
these increases arc causing r.o salmon habitat. 

ill 
1'' .\Iarhc\v E. I Tauer, Jason.\!. Enms, and Dccpak R . .\lishra, ,\Jillio11SJmJjeded lo he 11! .cM lerd 1ise i11 !he :011!111m!1!I 
[ '11i!ed S/(1/c'i .'\.\ Jr RF Cl .!\I.\ l'L Cl I\'.;( ;i, Letters . \d,:ancc ( )nlinc Publirntion p. 3 (Published ( lnlinc: 1+ .\farch 2016 
D< )I: 10.1 1) . .'\arurc Climate scicncl'. journal. 2'cc the .\uthor 

18, 2() 18 at'. -'-"-'+'.-'--' . ..'..!..!.!.!..C..-'-'-"'"-'..CC~~'-".-"'~·'-'-'~ 

1 2'tarc of Stale:, Clima!e 
p. 90 (Publicarion .'\ o. 12 .() 1 · 00+: 

": . .'!//(; .\'(,1/e w·.;k1:eh('d1· 1 hr !lw 'fiy(!(j T1ihei !Ii ir;,,rfem p. '.\ 12. 
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Docks and boating facilities can haYc significant ad,-crse impacts on fresh and marine watcrs. 1'' So 
we support amending Shoreline ;\fanagcmenr Program Section 30.(l 7 .515(1) (l ·) clarit\ing that 
for propcrries without abutting piers or docks, new piers and docks cannot extend waterward more 
than 80 feet from the ordinary high-water mark (01 I\\'\1). 

The innm·atiYe deYclopment design prm·1sions of sec 30.62. \.3)() are departures from the SI\lP's 
standard regulations to protect shoreline habitat. These departures will benefit from rn·iev,: lw the 
State of\'Cashington Department of Ecologv, the State of\'C1shingto11 Department of Fish and 
\\'ildlife, and the public. The ,·ariance requires a public hearing and approYal b\· the Department of 
Ecology. This will increase the probabilin- that the innonri,-c dc\-eloprnent design will result in no 
net loss. \\'e urge the Counn· to retain the ,:ariance rec1uirement. 

It is clear that the stakes arc high in our shared goal of rccoYering Puget Sound, the Southern 
Resident Orcas, and the sound's other important fish and wildlife resources. It is important that we 
ensure that S;\lPs arc achieving no net loss. 

w=_~~C~ 
Kristin Kelly 
J ixecutiYe Director Pilchuck .\ udubon Societ\· 
-t'.2.5-923-86'.2.'i 

and DaYid 

1111 I ~J/ l-li.1ted .\'11/mo11id, i11 l ,;{cs pp. -1- - -+8 



Snohomish C:ountv Planning Commission 
Re: 2019 Periodic Rcvie\v of the Shoreline :.fanagernent Program 
October 2\ 2018 
Page 13 

Tim Trohimovich, \ICP 

Director of Planning & J ,aw Futurcwisc 
206-3-B-0681 1 ·'.xt. 102 

Rein ,\ ttcmann, Puget Sound . \dvornn :\fanagcr 
\X·ashington l ·'.nvironmental Council 
l-J.02 Third hcnue, Suite 1-1:00 
Seattle, Y\'ashington 98101 
Telephone: 206.631.2625 
l ~mail: rcin@wecprotccts.org 

Enclosures 
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rcbru::m n, 2018 

l\ls. :\lison I lodgkin, Senior Planner 

future 
• wise 

Snohomish Count\· Planning and DeYdopment Sen·iccs 
C\0(10 Rockefeller \ycnuc :\1/S (iO-+ 

I ·'.Frett, \\.ashington 98201 

Dear l\ls. I I odgkin: 

(206) 343-0681 Ext. l 18 
tim'gfuturewise .org 

futurewise.org 

Subject: Comments on the Snohomish County Shoreline Master Program 
Periodic Update. 

Sent ,·ia email to: alison.hodgkin((i)snoco.org 

Thank \·ou for the opportunity to comment on the periodic update of the Snohomish County 
Shoreline l\laster Program. h1turewise stronglv supports the update. 

hiturewise works throughout \\'asbington Stare to support land-use policies that encourage 
healthy, equitable, and opportunity-rich communities, and protect our Yaluable farmlands, 
forests and water resources. ruturewise bas members across \\"ashington State, including 
Snohomish County . 

. \ s \·ou know, recent scientific data show that Puget Sound continues to be under stress. 
"l\farinc water quality continues to decline ... " 1 Ecologicalh- important lands continue to be 
con,-crted to other uses.: h)r these and other reasons the Puget Sound Partnership 
rccornrnends that state and local governments "lmlake land-use choices that result in no net 
loss of habitat function, including through identification and funding of creative polin and 
market based solutions."' 

\\"e agree that land use choices must result in no net loss of shoreline ecological funcLions. 
This is a requirement for shoreline 1T1asrer programs. 1 \\'e recommend that S11ohornish County 
c-;aluate its current Shoreline \laster Program (Sl\JP) to ensure that it is achin·ing no net loss 
of ecological functions. The \\'ashington State Department of Fcologv has rccentlv pubfo;hcd 
a method of c\·aluating the adec1uacy of \,-ctland buffers and local gm·ernmenr buffer 
rcquiremcnts.i This method could be adapted to c,·aluate marine and riparian buffers rec1uired 
lw the Snohomish Countv Shoreline :--laster Program 111 addi11on ro its \vetl:rnd buffers. 

Because of the importance of achicvi11g no net loss of shoreli11e ecological functions, we 
recommend that the project goal be modified to read as follows \Vith our deletions struck 

'Id. alp. n. 
1 ld. ar p. 2. 
I\\\( 1-32(, )86(8)(h). 

So1111dp. l.:' accessed on feb. I\ 2018 ar: 

J,rnnklin, ll'>1!t111d i11 II.. .\"!,;fr 

Puhlicarion :\o. J7 116 (1(18 ;-;cpr. 21)1 accessed on Feb. 13, 2(Jl8 
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through and our addition underlined: "To assure that Snohomish County's SJ\1P complies 
with tteW-state la,vs/rules that h,lYe changed c<inct the S,\[P \,-a.i la.it amended in ?()p and 
incorporate current scientific and technical data on protecting- the shorelines of rhe state.·· 
This change is also necessar\" to comp!\" with state law and the Shoreline ,\laster Program 
( ;uidelines.1• 

RC:\'{" CJO . .'i8.080(-t)(a) proYidcs in full that: 

(-+)(a) l;ollowing the updates 1n1uired by subsection of rhis section, local 
gm-crnmcnts shall conduct a 1-c\·iew of their master programs at least once 
n-cry eight years as required by (b) of this subsection. Following the review 
required by this subsection (·+), local goYCrnments shall, if nccessan·, revise 
their master programs. The purpose of the review is: 

(i) To assure that the niastcr program complies with applicable law and 
guidelines in effect at the time of the rn·iew; and 

(ii) 'fo assure consistency of the master program with the local government's 
comprehensive plan and development regulations adopted under chapter 
36.70.\ RC\X; if applicable, and other local requirements. 

So, the Shoreline ,\fanagement ,\ct (Si\L \) requires consistency "with applicable law and 
guidelines in effect at the time of the 1-cview ... "of the ST\1P. The ST\L\, in RC\'\" 
90 . .'i8. l00(1 also requires the use of "all available information regarding hvdrologv, 
geography, topography, ecology, economics, and other pertinent data ... " 

The Shoreline \laster Program c;uidclincs also rcc-]Uirc compliance with applicable la\vs and 
guidelines for the SMP update. \X-,\C 173-26-W0(2)(d)(i) prm·ides in full that: 

(i) The purpose and scope of the periodic rc\·icw as established bv the act is: 

C \) ~=~=~~="-'-+~='--'--==="-=~'+'¥=~,=~ 
(:uidclincs in effect at the time of the review; and 

(B) To assure consistency of the master program with the local government's 
comprehensive plan and de,-clopmcnt regulations adopted under chapter 
.)6.70.\ RC\X: if applicable, and other local rcciuircmcnts. 

This, of course, includes the no net loss requirement. \X.hile \X",\C 17."i-26-U9U(2)(d) 
provides that "[rJhe review process provides the method for bringing shoreline master 
programs into compliance with the reciuircments of the act that h,nT been added or changed 
since the last reYicw and for responding to changes in guidelines adopted by the clcpartrncnt, 

1
' Fven the :,hordine ,\laster (:,.\f P) (; uiddincs are called 
srare agency rules and shoreline rnastcr progran1 updates n1u:=:t wirh rhem. RC\\. ')(J.58.1 
RC\'\ & 
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together with a 1-cvic\v for consistency with amended comprehensi\T plans and regulations," 
this provision docs not excuse compliance with \'(.\C 173-26-090(2)( d)(i) and cannot onrride 
RC\'\' 90.S8.080(-1)(a) of the Shoreline l\fanagemcnt .\ct. So, while S:\1Ps must be brought into 
compliance with new laws and new S:\IP Cuidelines, ther must also complv with all current 
provisions of the S:\L\ and the S:\fP Guidcjjncs. 

It is clear thar the stakes are high in our shared of 1-ccm·ering Puget Sound and its 
important fish and wildlife resources. It is imporrnnt that we ensure that S\!Ps are achin·ing 
no net loss. 

Thank you for considering our comments. If rou require additional information, please 
contact me at telephone :2.06-343-0681 Fxt. 118 or email ~~+'-'~,.c.>..~"'-"-'~"" 

\' err Truly Yours, 

Tim Trohirn<ffich, .\lCP 

Director of Planning & Law 
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October 23, 

RE: Tulalip Tribes Comments on Proposed 2019 Periodic Review of Shoreline 
Management Program (SMP) sent via e-mail to brandi.spores@snoco.org; 
Alison.hodgkin@snoco.org 

These comments are provided for the record of Snohomish County's 2019 
Shoreline Master Program Update. Tulalip has approximately 16 miles of 
shoreline within its Reservation, and regulatory processes that affect this 
precious resource are of prime concern to the Tribes. Treaty resources, 
which are greatly affected by the Tribes shorelines, are vital to continuation 
of Tula lip culture and lifeways. 

The Tulalip Tribes is a federally recognized Indian tribe, and the successor in 
interest to the Snohomish, Snoqualmie, Skykomish and other tribes and 
bands, who were signatory to the 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott. In the Treaty, 
the Tulalip Tribes reserved the Tulalip Indian Reservation, including al! 
Reservation tidelands, as a permanent homeland in exchange for ceding 
millions of acres of land to the United States. All Reservation tidelands 
continue to be owned in trust for the benefit of the Tula lip Tribes. The 
Tribes' treaty-reserved rights include the right to continue fishing, hunting, 
and gathering throughout their traditional territory, which spans the 
entirety of Snohomish County and beyond. Under Article VI of the U.S. 
Constitution, the Point Elliott Treaty and the rights reserved by the Tulalip 

are "the supreme law land." The Shoreline Management Act 
specifies that it shall not "affect any rights established by treaty to 

which the United States is a party." RCW 90.58.350. Recent federal court 
decisions have recognized that treaty fishing rights include protection 
against certain state actions that negatively impact fish habitat. See United 

Tribes are federally successors in the interest to the 
and olher allied tribes and bands to the 
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States v. Washington, 853 F.3d 946 (9th Cir 2017) aff'd, 138 S.Ct. 1832 
(Mem). 

Issues of land use on the Reservation are of paramount concern to the 
Tulalip Tribes. The Tulalip Tribes exercises concurrent or exclusive land use 
authority over all lands within the exterior boundaries of the Tulalip 
Reservation, which covers approximately 22,500 acres and is the permanent 
homeland of the Tulalip Tribes. Nothing in this letter or attached materials 
affects Tu!alip Tribal treaty rights, governmental authority, or jurisdiction. 

Recognizing the respective roles of the County and the Tribes, it is our hope 
that we can continue to improve our cotlaborative relationship with the 
County to avoid conflicts that result in confusion and regulatory uncertainty 
in the Reservation community. We submit these comments in the spirit of 
moving forward to create and maintain a true government-to-government 
relationship, as envisioned by the Memoranda of Understanding signed by 
the Tulalip Tribes and Snohomish County over the past several years. 

The Tulalip Tribes Planning Department provided initial comments on this SMP 
update in 3 meetings last winter. At those meetings, Tulalip staff provided verbal 
comments specifically expressing concerns over proposed regulatory changes 
that allow intensification of shoreline uses and structures to occur without 
recovery or increase of ecological function where little or none exists within the 
shoreline buffer prior to a development proposal. This letter reiterates these 
concerns over the proposed changes as well as providing recommendations on 
how the County can address re-development in buffers and restore ecological 
function as should be done along all shorelines as directed by the Shoreline 
Management Act and applicable regulations. See WAC 173-26-176(3)(c). 

Tulalip Tribes objects to the proposed exception of residential uses or 
structures from the 30.67 .450 Non-conforming uses or structures section 
requirements. This exception is a key concern for Tulalip Tribes as it will 
exacerbate the ongoing degradation the marine buffer affecting 

marine marine near shore Tulalip 
and treaty protected fisheries. The addition of this new exception to the cro,-.a,·::, 

prohibition on non-conforming uses or structures is inconsistent with the 
and polices of SMA documented conditions already demonstrate 
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that the existing shoreline protections have failed to ensure no net loss of 
ecological function. 

Most of the Tulalip Reservation's shoreline communities were platted prior to 
current subdivision codes and the Shoreline Management Act and were initially 
occupied by seasonal cabins or small homes. Over time these cottages have been 
replaced by larger homes that have increased impervious surfaces and resulted 
in many over-developed lots with little or no remaining vegetation, an essential 
habitat component for young salmon ids and forage fish. Declaring these uses 
and structures to be conforming will ensure continued loss of ecological 
functions, which is inconsistent with the goals, policies and requirements of the 
SMA and applicable regulations. 

Tulalip Tribes objects to the removal of the shoreline variance requirement for 
so-called innovative development under sec 30.62A.350, especially when 
experience has shown this provision hasn't been used to maintain shoreline 
ecological function but to ignore it. The variance process gives Tulalip Tribes the 
chance to review, comment and protect existing vegetation and habitat on the 
shoreline and restoration when required. In recent experience no mitigation of 
habitat was part of the "innovative development", nor protection of ecological 
function. It was innovative in doing an end run around intended regulatory 
protections. So this proposed change limits the review and oversight in an area 
where it is needed most. 

Tulalip Tribes has also requested in this periodic review process that the 
County revise its regulatory process for single family residential redevelopment 

along shorelines to make it clearer as to intent and requirements. The County's 
patchwork of regulations that cross back and forth between the critical 
areas ordinance and the shoreline management program regulations is very 
difficult to track, and does not meet SMA requirements for internal 
consistency of shoreline regulations. Other jurisdictions have set examples 
that provide better, more transparent and consistent regulation that 
provide clear parameters for re-development and mitigation. One such set 
of regulations is found in the City of Bainbridge Island. See BMC 16.12.030. 
In particular, the City has published the "Single-Family Residential Mitigation 
Manual" which provides clear guidance with respect to when mitigation is 
required, and how the goals of the mitigation sequence (which is also a part 

3 
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of the Snohomish County code) can be achieved with particular types of 
development on the shoreline. 

Specifically there is confusion inherent when certain Critical areas 
regulations applies in a competing fashion allowing applicants to interpret 
competing codes to their advantage and the protection for the shorelines 
loses. At present, 30.67.060{2) modifies certain provisions of 30.62A when in 
a shoreline jurisdiction. 30.67.060(1) still refers to the outdated 2007 critical 
area regulations. 30.67.060(3) allows County staff to interpret between 
30.67 and critical area regulations when there is a conflict to determine 
which chapter is "more ecologically protective" however experience has 
shown that other applicant concerns can outweigh ecological protection. 
30.62A.020 was amended to refer to 30.67 for shoreline regulation, but as 
indicated above 30.67 .060 still points back to 30.62A. The County should 
use this SMP update as an opportunity to provide clarity as to the 
development regulations that apply in shoreline areas, and internal 
consistency as required by the SMA. 

One ongoing obstacle to recovering ecological function on already developed 
properties is the Countys definition of "buffer" sec 30.918.190 which reads as 
follows: 

"Buffer" means an area adjacent to a critical area consisting of naturally 
occurring or re-established vegetation and having a width adequate to protect 
the critical area. 

The County staff's purported interpretation of this definition is that 
buffers may only be required if there is native vegetation within the area of the 
prescriptive buffer at the time of application. It is reasoned that if vegetation is 
absent a "buffer" no longer exists under the County definition. This erroneous 
interpretation of this definition is not consistent with BAS or the intent of the 
code and inevitably negates the buffer's role to protect the critical area. Instead, 
the definition and treatment of buffers under the County Code should reflect the 
twin goals of protection and restoration of ecological functions by specifying that 
a buffer includes all areas that are prescribed to be buffers under the 
Code, regardless of the presence or absence of native vegetation. 

The Tribe proposes the following simple change to the "buffer" definition 
in sec 30.918.190: 

"Buffer" means an area adjacent to a critical area required by code to 
protect and maintain the functions, values, and structural stability of 
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critical area. "Adjacent" to a critical area means immediately adjoining a 
critical area. A fully functioning buffer provides the functions and values 
listed in sec 30.62A.220(6). 

The County is responsible for using the best available science to insure that its 
Shoreline and Critical Area regulations prevent net loss of ecological functions, 
and revisions should meet this requirement. Although various provisions of the 
County Code refer to the "no net loss" standard and allow an applicant to 
attempt to demonstrate compliance with this standard, the County must also 
insure development regulations meet this standard by precluding development 
that reduces buffers or intensifies over-development on shorelines. The science 
has shown that adequate buffers are needed to protect shoreline and wetland 
function from net loss, yet Snohomish County regulations and the current 
interpretations of these regulations do not provide adequate protection of 
shoreline buffers in areas of over-developed, nonconforming residential 
development. The proposed changes of 30.67.4SO and sec 30.62A.350will just 
exacerbate the continuing loss of shoreline buffers. Protecting the ecological 
function of marine buffers will also help improve resilience of these areas in the 
face of sea-level rise and increased frequency of storm events. 

Tulalip Tribes supports re-designation from "Rural Conservancy" to "Natural" 
shoreline environment of two areas on Tula lip Reservation, as recommended 
by Futurewise. These are as follows: 

• The area of shoreline starting at the south end of Tulare Way W 
southeast to the segment of Tribal land; and 

• The area of shoreline starting at the south end ofTulalip Shores Rd 
southeast to the next segment of tribal land. 

These areas do meet the criteria for "Natural" environment. Please consider 
Futurewise's recommendation of other similar shoreline areas in the County 
consistent with the goals, requirements, and policies of the SMA. 

The Tulalip Shoreline is in Tulalip Tribes' Culturally Sustainable Designation, since 
this is the area where Tribal activity was focused historically. The State doesn't 
have all the data on Cultural resources important to the Tribes, because this 
information can be culturally sensitive and private. This is to insure protection of 
the Tribes' cultural resources. It is therefore essential that Tulalip Tribes 
Cultural Resources Office be consulted on all shoreline development within the 
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boundaries of the Reservation prior to any approvals, and this requirement 
should be included in the SMP update. It is best practice in development review 
for all shorelines of the State that Tribal consultation on cultural resources be 
required before development proposals are approved. This requirement would 
be in furtherance of the goal of protection and restoration of sites having 
historic, cultural and educational value WAC 173-26-176(3){e). It is a standard, 
accepted practice for all shoreline planning in Washington State and helps to 
avoid discovery of archaeological resources during construction. 

The Tulalip Tribes also supports Futurewise's recommendation that the County 
should update buffer requirements to adequately protect Chinook and other 
salmon, consistent with updated Department of Fish and Wildlife scientific 
recommendations for protecting riparian areas. 

To summarize, state law (WAC 173-26-186(8){b), RCW 90.58.080(4)(a)) requires 
that the County's SMP achieves no net loss of ecological functions based on best 
available science. Marine riparian vegetation provides ecological functions such 
as cover and food for salmon and other fish. By reducing buffers and not 
requiring mitigation when nonconforming development occurs on the shoreline 
zone, these functions are already being negatively impacted. Severa! of the 
proposed changes as described above would further reduce protection of 
ecological functions as compared to existing shoreline development regulations, 
which have already resulted in net loss of ecological function. 

Shoreline owners and Snohomish County have the responsibility to partner with 
the Tulalip Tribes to protect this special marine habitat and improve health of 
resident salmon, Orea and shellfish of the Salish Sea. Although these comments 
have focused on Tulalip Reservation they are pertinent to the entire County and 

'Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services and lhe Snohomish 
County Department of Public Works Surface Water Management. Critirnl Areas Monitoring 
Report Ana(vsir of the Ejfectivc11css and of Permitting and w Protect 
Critical Areas m Snohomish Count, p 40 

Timothy Quinn, George Wilhere and Kirk (Managing Editors), Riparian 
Volume l Science and management implications p. 4, p. 47. pp. 89 97 (A Priority 
Habitat and Species Document of the Department of Fish and 
WA: Final Version May 20 J 8 
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therefore, the impacts identified, are only greater when considering all of 
Snohomish County Shoreline jurisdiction. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

/\ 

\, 
Juha Gold 
Planning Manager 
Tulalip Tribes Planning Department 

Cc: Kurt Nelson, Environmental Division Manager 
Gus Taylor, Executive Director of Public Works 



WASHINGTON STATE DEPT OF 

nATURAL 
RESOURCES 

October 23'a, 2018 

Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 
Snohomish County PDS 
3000 Rockefeller Ave. 
Everett, WA 98201 

RE: Snohomish County SMP 2019 Periodic Review 

Dear Alison, 

Thank you for the opportunity ta provide comments on the Snohomish County 
SMP 2019 Periodic Review. As you know, the Washington State Legislature designated DNR as 
the manager of 2.6 million acres of state-owned aquatic lands. Most of these lands are under 
the jurisdiction of the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) regulated through local shoreline 
master programs (SMPs). As steward of these lands, DNR is taking a proactive approach to 
coordinate our management goals with local jurisdictions' regulatory activities to avoid 
potential inconsistencies over the use of state-owned aquatic lands (SOALs). DNR is required to 
provide a balance of public benefits from state-owned aquatic lands that include encouraging 
direct public use and access, foster water-dependent uses, ensure environmental protection, 
and utilization of renewable resources (RCW 79.105.030). DNR staff has reviewed the proposed 
revisions to the Snohomish County SMP under the 2019 Periodic Review and has comments 
included in the attached table. 

s~-FL-
Hugo Flores 
SMA-GMA-Harbor Areas 
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State-Initiated Amendments 

Location 

sec 30 67.440(31) 
Tablel: Shoreline Use and 
Modification Matrix 

=.P.:~~~~-n_t ___ ·· _ __..._s_u~~~ted_Language ·ci 
Moorage of houseboats used I Language ignores DNR's Suggest adding the word "legally 

as a primary residence and live- · policy of not allowing NEW established"houseboats... I 
aboard vessels are permitted i houseboats on state- . 
only in legally established f owned aquatic lands. 
marinas or in waters of the state 
subJect to a lease or permission 

5 the state Department of 
Natural Resources. See sec 
30.67.570(2)(g). 

Locally-Initiated Amendments 

14. Code Changes. Docks 
! (al 

Page I 2 

Comme_~n.tt ---......... - .................... -.---+'~rn~g__ea.L:i:l~[ll,3~_1:! . 
30.67.515 - Boating 

Facilities. Consider amending 
(l)(kl(1x)(I) to remove 45% light 
passage requirement 
for decking of all piers and docks 
and 30% light passage for floats 
and 
replace with language that 
reflects the use of construction 

DNR does not agree with 
removal of light passage 
requirements. However, if 
this is replaced by 
"maximum light passage", 
it would be necessary to 
develop criteria for 
construction materials that 
allow "maximum light 

material5 passage". 
with "maximum light passage" 

technology or techniques .. ···--·-···L-----..... 

overwater structures on state
owned aquatic lands managed 
by DNR, may require additional 
measures to achieve maximum 
light passage. 



Location Text Comment Suggested Language 
Docks (b) sec 30.67.515 - Boating There are several narrow sloughs Snohomish County should consider 

Facilities. Consider amendment and river channels less than 80 evaluating dock/pier proposals on a case 
to (l)(k)(ix){F) clarifying that feet wide within Snohomish by case basis. 
properties without abutting County. This may result in a 
piers/docks cannot extend more conflicting policy. 
than 80 feet from OHWM. ------

14. Code Changes. Docks (c) sec 30.67.515 - Boating DNR supports this approach. Docks, piers, floats and overwater 
Facilities. Consider separating However, to provide clarity, it structures on state-owned aquatic lands 
regulations for piers. docks, would be important to also managed by DNR, may require 
floats and mooring buoys from provide specific guidance on each additionaf measures to achieve DNR's 

regulations for marinas, yacht of the different boating facilities management goals. 
and boat clubs, boat launches, as required. 
ramps, and boathouses into two 
separate sections to provide 
more 
clarity 

Page I 3 



Attachment B 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Snohomish County Planning Commission 

FROM: Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner, PDS 

Snohomish County 
Planning and Development 

Services 

3000 Rockefeller Ave , M/S 604 
Everett, WA 98201-4046 

(425) 388-3311 
www.snoco.org 

Dave Somers 
County Executive 

SUBJECT: Response to Questions from October 23, 2018, SMP Periodic Review Public Hearing 

DATE: November 19, 2018 

At the planning commission public hearing on October 23, 2018, for the 2019 Shoreline Management 

Program Periodic Review project, commissioners asked Planning & Development Services (PDS) staff 

for more information about the following activities in shoreline jurisdiction: (I) camping, (11) blackberry 

removal, (Ill) yacht and boat clubs, and (IV) ordinary high water mark determinations. 

The purpose of this email is to respond to those questions prior to the meeting on November 27, 2018. 

I. CAMPING 

Commissioner Ash asked whether primitive camping on a private lot (i.e. pitching a tent but no other 

site disturbance or improvement) was allowed in shoreline jurisdiction without a shoreline substantial 

development permit. The activity of pitching a tent with no other site disturbance or improvement is 

exempt from a shoreline substantial development permit providing it does not exceed $7,047 fair 

market value) and is otherwise in compliance with the Shoreline Management Act and all of the goals 

and policies in the county's Shoreline Management Program (SMP). 

If the proposal involves more than "pitching a tent" the formal answer to this question would depend 

on where the site is located, the type of activity proposed and whether the proposal complies with all 

applicable regulations, e.g., critical area, flood hazard, land disturbing activity and drainage regulations. 

For instance, if a Channel Migration Zone (CMZ) study indicates the presence of channel migration on a 

private lot adjacent to a river, then "pitching a tent" (considered a development activity) may not be 

allowed. 

Due to the variety of site conditions of properties in shoreline jurisdiction, it is best to direct inquiries 

like whether parking an RV on a private undeveloped lot in shoreline jurisdiction is allowed, to 

permitting staff in the PDS Customer Service Center. PDS staff will be able to look at the property and 
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answer questions (road access, parking pad, power, water, grey/black water disposal) on a case-by
case basis. 

II. BLACKBERRY REMOVAL 

Commissioner Ash asked for clarity about blackberry removal on a private lot located in shoreline 
jurisdiction (a critical area). The activity of "blackberry removal" can take many forms. The county 
generally has a ZERO threshold for clearing, filling, excavation and grading, in a critical area. Any 
activity that results in movement of earth or a change in the existing soil cover or the existing soil 
topography (both vegetative and non-vegetative), including the creation and/or replacement of 

impervious surfaces, must comply with critical area regulations, specifically land disturbing activity 
regulations in Chapter 30.63B sec. 

Generally speaking, blackberries are considered a nuisance species, so removal would be allowed 
without a permit in all shoreline environments, as long as: (1) the activity is outside of a Native Growth 
Protection Area (NGPA); (2) best management practices are followed; and (3) the activity will not result 
in adverse impacts to bank stability or water quality. See sec 30.67.599 (Vegetation conservation and 

management), Vegetative Rule 3046 and SCC 30.62A.510 (Minor development activity exceptions) for 
more detailed information. 

Note: Land disturbing activities under 7,000 square feet are exempt from a Land Disturbing Activity 
(LDA) permit unless certain critical areas or buffers are involved. Again, it is best to consult permitting 
staff in the PDS Customer Service Center for site-specific details. 

Ill. YACHT AND BOAT CLUBS 

Commissioner Hannam asked for clarity about a proposed code amendment that would add "yacht 
and boat clubs" to regulations that apply to "marinas." Currently, existing code does not provide a 
definition for or regulations specific to "yacht and boat clubs." 

To address this issue, PDS is proposing code amendments that would group "yacht and boat clubs" in 
with regulations for "marinas." Commissioner Hannam questioned whether this proposed amendment 
would be restrictive or limiting. After looking more closely at the proposal, PDS has determined that 
grouping "yacht and boat clubs" in with regulations for "marinas" (as proposed) may be problematic 
since "marinas" are water dependent but "yacht and boat clubs" are not. 

To resolve this issue, commissioners can choose to (1) reject the proposal that groups "yacht and boat 

clubs" with regulations for "marinas" or (2) modify the proposal to add a definition in Chapter 30.91 Y 
sec and standards in sec 30.67.515(1) for "yacht and boat clubs" as follows: 

,;Yacht and boat club'' means an institutional use that consists of structures related 
and/or moorage used for social and recreational purposes related to pleasure boating and/or 
swimming1 use of which is generally restricted to Yach( 

may or 

2 
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A. Facilities of yacht and boat clubs that are not water-dependent shall be located on dry 
except as specifically provided in the applicable shoreline environment. 
B. Yacht and boat club moorage facilities shall with SCC 30.67.515(h) Marinas. 

IV. ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK (OHWM) DETERMINATIONS 

The proposed amendment would add a new section to the shoreline administrative provisions in 

Chapter 30.44 SCC clarifying that in situations where the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) is 

unclear, PDS will use Ecology's 2016 guidance document to make OHWM determinations. Examples of 

such unclear situations might be when there is a bulkhead or in low-energy, low-angle tidal waters with 

little to no vegetation. 

The focus of the guidance document is for Shoreline Management Act (SMA) compliance in 

Washington State. The methods and indicators described in the document rely on best available 

science, decades of field experience, and are founded on the standards and goals of the SMA and its 

implementing rules. 

The SMA defines the OHWM in RCW 90.58.030(2)(c) and it is further refined for specific shoreline 

types in WAC 173-22-030(5). The county's definition is adapted from these state laws and guidelines. 

No changes to how the OHWM is defined in county code are being proposed as part of this project. 

Please let us know if the commission has any additional questions. 

3 
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(SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

Al OF\Vi\',IIIN(,ION 

November 26, 2018 

Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 
Snohomish County Planning and Development Services 
3000 Rockefeller A venue M/S 604 
Everett, WA 9820 l 

Subject: Ecology Shoreline Master Program Periodic Update Comments 

Dear Ms. Hodgkin, 

Enclosed are the Department of Ecology comments on the Snohomish County Shoreline Master 
Program periodic update. Comments are organize by the "2019 Periodic Review Summary 
Table of Proposed Code Amendments" provided to the County Planning Commission in 
October. There are also two additional comments. 

Overall Ecology concurs with the majority of the 27 changes in the summary table. Our 
comments mainly focus on revisions and additions to SCC 30.67.060 Relationship to Critical 
Area Regulations (CAR). We may have a few additional CAR comments within the next week 
from Ecology Wetland Specialist Doug Gresham. I'll forward any of these comments. 

Ecology is open to working with county PDS staff on alternative language to our proposed 
changes or other options to address our concerns. We recognize that the County shoreline master 
program regulations and their relationship to the critical areas regulations are complex and there 
may be different paths for addressing our issues. 

Please give me a call at (360) 255-4375 if you have any questions about the comments. We are 
also open to meeting with County PDS staff to discuss the comments and potential alternatives. 

Sincerey 
/""/·;,•! / 

David Pater 
Shoreline Planner 
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Department of Ecology comments on the 2019 Snohomish County SMP 
Periodic Update 

November 26, 2018 

Note: Comments are organize by the 2019 Periodic Review Summary Table of Proposed Code 
Amendments number. 

Change #7: SCC 30.67.060 (3) Buffer exceptions (Common line setback): Ecology agrees that 
this is an excellent addition to the SMP and addresses future development on undeveloped lots in 
built out shoreline environments: We do have a few additions that will fmiher address new and 
redevelopment in these areas: 

1: Expand the list of residential shoreline to built out marine areas such as Priest Point. These 
shoreline segments would need to include specific geographic boundaries or ofiicial county plat 
names. Ecology also suggests to add a new statement to SCC 30.67.060 (3) (0 location of new 
or replacement of residential an~urtenant structures shall avoid the need for hard 
stabilization consistent with sec 30.67.575. 

2: Provide a maximum distance between a vacant lot and a neighboring existing house for 
determining the common line setback. The Island County example language below has a 
maximum 100 feet. 

If a lot proposed for development has on(y one residentially developed lot adjacent 
to and '>Vithin JOO feet of the project site .vlzere there is a legalzy established 
residence that is watenvard or partially watenvard of the required marine or lake 
bujfer or building setback. the minimum building setback may be reduced to the 
average c~f the two nearest residential structures within 100 feet oftlze project site 
011 lots abutting the same shoreline or the required buffer width for the shoreline 
designation in wliiclz the proposed structure is located, whiclzever is greater. 

Recommend adding similar language to item (f). 

3: Ecology has some concerns about residential redevelopment on built out residential 
shorelines. Over the past few years Snohomish County has taken a narrower interpretation of 
what a "buffer" is for the purpose of whether or not a variance would be required is built out 
residential shorelines. SCC 30.91 B.190 defines a "bujfer" as an area adjacent to a critical area 
consisting of11aturally occ111Tillg or re-established vegetation and lzaving a width adequate to 
protect the critical area. " County PDS staff have interpreted that if an area of expansion within 
150-foet lacked any vegetation (developed patio, driveway, etc), then the expansion would not 
technically be in a buffer and the SMP /CAO 150 buffer would not apply. This interpretation 
could enable waterwan! expansions if such areas were previously developed, leaving only the 
25-foot comprehensive plan zoning setback in place as a backstop. 

One solution to address this issue on built out residential shorelines is to also apply 30.67.060 (3) 
to residential redevelopment. Over time this will help minimize residential shoreline view 
conflicts, while at the same time help facilitate pulling back more vulnerable houses from 
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potential wave and wind erosion and reduce the need for future stabilization. This should only 
apply to complete replacement of houses in which either the house footprint is being enlarged or 
relocated. U ndcr no circumstances should an existing primary or appurtenant structure be 
allowed to encroached further waterward to the shoreline ordinary high water mark. 

Additional language is underlined 

SCC 30.67.060 (3) (a) The project proposal must be for either a new single-family residence on a 
lot without an existing dwelling or replacement of a single-family residence in which either the 
house footprint is being enlarged or relocated. Located on the shorelines of. ..... . 

f.g) In nq __ ~!'l~!'l!l<Ill an existingJ>Ii_lP<IL):'_or app,1J_r:t~nginLgructure be_ allowed to enc1:oach furth~r: 
waterward to the shoreline ordinary high water mark. 

Change #10: Geoduck Aquaculture: The Intent of WAC 173-26-241 (3) (b) has already been 
incorporated into SMP section 30.67.510 Aquaculture. SCC 30.67.430 (Table 1 Shoreline Use 
and Modifications Matrix also) requires a CUP for commercial aquaculture. The SMP change 
table should be updated to acknowledge this consistency. 

Change #20: Ecology has concerns with consistency between SCC 30.67.060 (1) (g) and SCC 
30.67.060 (5). We propose the following underlined change to 30.67.060 (5): 

SCC 30.67.060 (5) Relationship to Critical Area Regulations: Innovative Development Design 
applicability: 

(5) When the innovative development design provisions of SCC 30.62A.350 are utilized for a 
project proposal, a shoreline variance permit is required, except that projects using the 
provisions ofSCC 30.62A.350 solely for single:family residence dwellings or appurtenances or 
solely for ecological restoration or enhancement ((using the provisions of SCC 30. 62A.350)) are 
not required to obtain a shoreline variance permit. (6) However 1,vlie11 a s[ug/e-(mui!y resfff£1_1c;_e_ 
dwelling or ap12urtena11ce project proposes a buffer reduction greater than 25% a shoreline 
variance permit is required. 

This addition is more consistent with SCC 30.67.060 (I) (g): 

(g) When buffer reduction provisions ofSCC 30.62A.320 (1) (g) or (lz) arc utilized for a project 
proposal, the maximum allowed reduction is 25 percent of the standard b11ffer width contained in 
SCC 30.62A.320 (1) (a). Bt{/fer reduction in excess of 25 percent oftlze standard buffer width 
requires a shoreline variance permit; and (h) The provisions in 5;cc 30.62A.630(l)(c)(i) and 
30.62B.530(l)(c)(i) do not apply ,vithin shore/inejurisdiction. 

This consistency issue also circles back to critical areas best available science which shows that 
significant buffer degradation occurs when buff er reductions exceed 25%. 

Additional SMP Changes: 

1: SCC 30.6213.340 regulates development located on or adjacent to landslide hazard areas. SCC 
30.6213.340.2 requires structures to be setback from the top of the slope unless Snohomish 
County approves a deviation per SCC 30.62B.340.2.b. Such a deviation requires a shoreline 
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variance permit pursuant to SCC 30.67.060.2.d. As a result, the current interpretation is that all 
structures must obtain a variance if they cannot meet the prescriptive top of slope setbacks 
outlined in SCC 30.62B.340.2.a. 

The above interpretation requires a shoreline variance permit for shoreline and bank stabilization 
measures even if necessary to protect existing primary structures, roads, bridges. 

Proposed solution is an addition to SCC 30.67.060 (1) Relationship to Critical Area Regulations~ 

sec 30.67.060 (1) -

(i) Provisions of SCC 30.62B.340.2 do not apply to structures within shorelineJlnisdiction, that 
by definition, reg:1,1ireJ1JQ.cation within a landslide hazard area or within a prescriptive top of 
bank seJbn_Gk. This includes necessary shoreline and bank stabilization measures consistent_>Yi!h 
SCC 30.67.575. _ Stairwa~and_trams arc regulated separately under SCC 30.67.430 - Table 1: 
Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix. 

2: Ecology has concerns with the overlay of SCC 30.62A.520 with SCC 30.67.060 in built out 
shoreline environments. The CAR "520 provision" allows flexibility from prescriptive buffer 
requirements on constrained lots where adequate building area is unavailable outside of required 
buffers. 30.67.060 (2) (e) (i) allows up to 2,500 square feet of buffer encroachment without a 
variance, if the project is consistent with the remaining provisions in SCC 30.62A.520. One 
such provision is SCC 30.62A.520.8 which states that "the buffer shall not be reduced to less 
than one half of the standard buffer". In many cases, small shoreline lots have been ineligible to 
use this approach because a reduction in the buffer would be in excess of 50% to accommodate 
the 2500-square foot building area. The below 30.67.060 (2) (e) additions may help maximizes 
the remaining shoreline areas as buffers by utilizing SCC 30.62A.520, rather than setting buffer 
limits based on existing structural setbacks. 

Proposed underlined additions to SCC 30.67.060 (2) (e): 

{e) Wizen the single family residential development exception in buffers provisions in SCC 
30.62A.520 are utilizedfor a project proposal, the following additional conditions app~v: 

(i) A shoreline variance permit is required when over 2,500 squarefeet ofb1!{fer is disturbed; 
aoo 
{iiLJ119re is not 2,500 square feet of area available foLi11Y_tle'{9LQIDJJ91JLOutside of the standard 

!mffuL 

{ili}_l11e standard buffer may be reduced in excess of 50% as kL1ig11_s_J]J(:_2_,5_QQ_s_9.1J1i1~_fo9L9J 
disturbance is located as far as feasible from the shoreline; 

(iy}Jn110 c:_asc shall the buffer be reduced to less than 25 foet;_I:m<J 

{ti-) (v) A shoreline variance permit is required jar expansion ofan existing singlefami(v 
residence or accessory structure. 
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(SMP) 2019 Periodic Review 

November 26, 2018 

Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 
Snohomish County Planning and Development Services 
3000 Rockefeller A venue .MIS 604 
Everett, WA 9820 l 

Subject: Ecology Shoreline Master Program Periodic Update Comments 

Dear Ms. Hodgkin, 

Enclosed are the Department of Ecology comments on the Snohomish County Shoreline Master 
Program periodic update. Comments are organize by the "2019 Periodic Review Summary 
Table of Proposed Code Amendments" provided to the County Planning Commission in 
October. There are also two additional comments. 

Overall Ecology concurs with the majority of the 27 changes in the summary table. Our 
comments mainly focus on revisions and additions to SCC 30.67.060 - Relationship to Critical 
Arca Regulations (CAR). We may have a few additional CAR comments within the next week 
from Ecology Wetland Specialist Doug Gresham. I'll forward any of these comments. 

Ecology is open to working with county PDS staff on alternative language to our proposed 
changes or other options to address our concerns. \Ve recognize that the County shoreline master 
program regulations and their relationship to the critical areas regulations are complex and there 
may be different paths for addressing our issues. 

Please give me a call at (360) 255-4375 if you have any questions about the comments. We are 
also open to meeting with County PDS staff to discuss the comments and potential alternatives. 

David Pater 
Shoreline Planner 
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Department of Ecology comments on the 2019 Snohomish County Siv1P 
Periodic Update 

November 26, 2018 

Note: Comments are organize by the 2019 Periodic Review Summary Table of Proposed Code 
Amendments number. 

Change #7: SCC 30.67.060 (3) Buffer exceptions (Common line setback): Ecology agrees that 
this is an excellent addition to the SMP and addresses future development on undeveloped lots in 
built out shoreline environments: We do have a few additions that will further address new and 
redevelopment in these areas: 

1: Expand the list of residential shoreline to built out mmine areas such as Priest Point. These 
shoreline segments would need to include specific geographic boundaries or official county plat 
names. Ecology also suggests to add a new statement to SCC 30.67.060 (3) (f) location of new 
or replacement of residential and a1212.urtenant strnctures shall avoid the_need for hard 
stabilization consistent with SCC 30.67.575. 

2: Provide a maximum distance between a vacant lot and a neighboring existing house for 
determining the common line setback. The Island County example language below has a 
maximum 100 feet. 

!fa lot proposed for development has only one residentially developed lot adjacent 
to and within I OOfeet of the project site where there is g legally established 
residence that is waterward or partially watenvard of the required marine or lake 
br!ffer or building setback, the minimum building setback may be reduced to the 
average of the two nearest residential structures ,vithin JOO.feet of the project site 
Oil lots abutting the same shoreline or the required buffer width for the shoreline 
designation in which t!ze proposed structure is located, whichever is greater. 

Recommend adding similar language to item (t). 

3: Ecology has some concerns about residential redevelopment on built out residential 
shorelines. Over the past few years Snohomish County has taken a narrower interpretation of 
what a "buffer" is for the purpose of whether or not a variance would be required is built out 
residential shorelines. SCC 30.91 B. 190 defines a "b1!ffer" as an area adjacent to a critical area 
consisting of naturally occurring or re-established vegetation and having a width adequate to 
protect the critical area. " County PDS staff have interpreted that if an area of expansion within 
150-fcet lacked any vegetation ( developed patio, driveway, then the expansion would not 
technically be in a buffer and the SMP/CAO 150 buffer would not apply. This interpretation 
could enable waterward expansions if such areas were previously developed, leaving only the 
25-foot comprehensive plan zoning setback in place as a backstop. 

One solution to address this issue on built out residential shorelines is to also apply 30.67.060 (3) 
to residential redevelopment. Over time this will help minimize residential shoreline view 
conflicts, while at the same time help facilitate pulling back more vulnerable houses from 
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potential wave and wind erosion and reduce the need for future stabilization. This should only 
apply to complete replacement of houses in which either the house footprint is being enlarged or 
relocated. Under no circumstances should an existing primary or appurtenant structure be 
allowed to encroached frniher waterward to the shoreline ordinary high water mark. 

Additional language is underlined 

SCC 30.67.060 (3) (a) The project proposal must be for eitl1t:;_r a new single-family residence on a 
lot without an existing dwelling or replacement of a single-family residence in which either the 
house footprint is being enlarKed or relocated. Located on the shorelines of. ..... . 

(g)Jn no case shall an existingpJjmary or clppmienant structure be allowed to encroad1 furth~r 
waterwarcl to the shoreline ordinary high water mai:k, 

Change #10: Geoduck Aquaculture: The fntent of WAC 173-26-241 (3) (b) has already been 
incorporated into SMP section 30.67.510 Aquaculture. SCC 30.67.430 (Table 1 Shoreline Use 
and Modifications Matrix also) requires a CUP for commercial aquaculture. The SMP change 
table should be updated to acknowledge this consistency. 

Change #20: Ecology has concerns with consistency between SCC 30.67 .060 (1) (g) and SCC 
30.67.060 (5). We propose the following underlined change to 30.67.060 (5): 

SCC 30.67.060 (5) Relationship to Critical Area Regulations: Innovative Development Design 
applicability: 

(5) When the innovative development design provisions ofSCC 30.62A.350 are utilized.for a 
project proposal, a shoreline variance permit is required, except that projects using tlze 
provisions ofSCC 30.62A.350 solely for single:fami~)I residence dwellings or appurtenances or 
solely.for ecological restoration or enhancement ((using tlze provisions o.fSCC 30.62A.350)) are 
not required to obtain a shoreline variance permit. ((j)Jfowever ,vhenasiJ1glef'amjjy residence 
dwelling_Qr_{lJ)J2W'tenance proiect proposes a buffer reduction greater than 25% a shoreline 
variance permit is requirfd._ 

This addition is more consistent with SCC 30.67 .060 (1) (g): 

(r:;) When buffer reduction provisions of SCC 30. 62A.320 (!) (g) or (h) are utilized for a project 
proposal, the maximum allowed reduction is 25 percent()_( the standard b1(/Jer ,vidth contained in 
SCC 30.62A.320 (1) (a). B1!f]er reduction in excess o.f 25 percent ofthe standard buffer ·width 
requires a shoreline variance permit; and (Ji) I11e provisions in SCC 30.62A.630(J)(c)(i) and 
30.62B.530(l)(c)(i) do not app~v within shoreline jurisdiction. 

This consistency issue also circles back to critical areas best available science which shov,rs that 
significant buffer degradation occurs when buffer reductions exceed 25%. 

Additional SMP Changes: 

1: SCC 30.62B.340 regulates development located on or adjacent to landslide hazard areas. SCC 
30.62B.340.2 requires structures to be setback from the top of the slope unless Snohomish 
County approves a deviation per SCC 30.62B.340.2.b. Such a deviation requires a shoreline 
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variance permit pursuant to SCC 30.67.060.2.d. As a result, the cunent interpretation is that all 
structures must obtain a variance if they cannot meet the prescriptive top of slope setbacks 
outlined in SCC 30.62B.340.2.a. 

The above interpretation requires a shoreline variance permit for shoreline and bank stabilization 
measures even if necessary to protect existing primary structures, roads, bridges. 

Proposed solution is an addition to SCC 30.67.060 (I) Relationship to Ctitical Area Regulations~ 

sec 30.67.060 (l) 

(i) Provisions of SCC 30.62B.340.2 do not apply to structures within shoreline jurisdiction,Jhat 
12)~efi11jtjon,_req1Jji:e a location within a landslide hazard area or within a prescriptive top oJ 
bank setback. This includes necessary shoreline and bank stabilizationmeasures consistent with 
SCC 30.67.575._Stairways ancl_trams are regulated separately under SCC 30.67.430 - Table 1: 
Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix. 

2: Ecology has concerns with the overlay of SCC 30.62A.520 with SCC 30.67.060 in built out 
shoreline environments. The CAR "520 provision" allows flexibility from prescriptive buffer 
requirements on constrained lots where adequate building area is unavailable outside of required 
buffers. 30.67.060 (2) (e) (i) allows up to 2,500 square feet of buffer encroachment without a 
variance, if the project is consistent with the remaining provisions in SCC 30.62A.520. One 
such provision is SCC 30.62A.520.8 which states that "the buffer shall not be reduced to less 
than one half of the standard buffer". In many cases, small shoreline lots have been ineligible to 
use this approach because a reduction in the buffer would be in excess of 50% to accommodate 
the 2500-square foot building area. The below 30.67.060 (2) (e) additions may help maximizes 
the remaining shoreline areas as buffers by utilizing SCC 30.62A.520, rather than setting buffer 
limits based on existing structural setbacks. 

Proposed underlined additions to SCC 30.67.060 (2) (e): 

(e) When the sing/efamizy residential development exception in buffers provisions in SCC 
30.62A.520 are 11tilizedfor a project proposal, the.following additional conditions appz)': 

(i) A shoreline variance permit is required when over 2,500 square.feet of b111Jer is disturbed; 
H-Htl 

{iiLThere is not 2,500 square feet of area available for the developmenLQ,1.11.;;id~_Q[1J_1s~2.tandarc_l 
buffer· --"'-'--'-

disturbance is locate<-! as_far_<1~Jeasi]:>le fr9m the shoreline; 

(i_v)_J_1111Qc::_asr_§h:1!1 the buffer be reduced to less than 25 fc(j_;__and 

(ii) (v) A shoreline variance permit is required for expansion rlan existing sing!e.fami(Y 
residence or access01y structure. 
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1 Adopted: 
2 Effective: 
3 
4 SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
5 SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
6 
7 ORDINANCE NO. 19-
8 
9 RELATING TO SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINES OF THE STATE; AMENDING THE 

10 SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: SHORELINE 
11 ENVIRONMENT DESIGNATIONS, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS, 
12 SHORELINE MAPS, SHORELINE REGULATIONS IN 30.67 sec, 
13 SHORELINE ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS IN 
14 CHAPTER 30.44 sec, AND SHORELINE-RELATED 
15 REFERENCES AND DEFINITIONS IN CHAPTERS 
16 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A AND SUBTITLE 30.9 sec 
17 
18 WHEREAS, Washington's Shoreline Management Act (SMA) (chapter 90.58 Revised 
19 Code of Washington (RCW)) was adopted by the public in a 1972 referendum "to prevent the 
20 inherent harm in an uncoordinated and piecemeal development of the state's shorelines"; and 
21 
22 WHEREAS, the first Snohomish County Shoreline Management Master Program 
23 (SMMP) was adopted by county resolutions in September 197 4; and 
24 
25 WHEREAS, the SMMP was approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology 
26 ("Ecology") in December 197 4; and 
27 
28 WHEREAS, the SMMP was amended on the following dates: March 1982; May 1983; 
29 February 1984; August 1985 (Ordinance No. 85-073); January 1986 (Ordinance No. 86-111 ); 
30 October 1988 (Ordinance No. 88-075); March 1989 (Ordinance No. 89-012); and June 1993 
31 (Ordinance No. 93-036); and 
32 
33 WHEREAS, in 1995, the Washington State Legislature directed Ecology to adopt 
34 updated shoreline master program guidelines consistent with SMA policy; and 
35 
36 WHEREAS, Ecology adopted updated guidelines in part Ill of chapter 173-26 
37 Washington Administrative Code (WAC) in January 2004 ("Guidelines"); and 
38 
39 WHEREAS, between 2006 and 2012, Snohomish County ("county") worked to update 
40 information, policies, designations and regulations in an effort to align the county's shoreline 
41 program with the updated policy framework and regulatory approaches in state law; and 
42 
43 WHEREAS, the county adopted a new shoreline program, fully replacing the former 
44 SMMP, in June 2012, in Amended Ordinance No. 12-025; and 
45 
46 WHEREAS, the county changed the nomenclature associated with its shoreline program 
47 from the SMMP to the Shoreline Management Program (SMP); and 
48 
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1 WHEREAS, this comprehensive update of the county's shoreline program was known as 
2 the "2012 SMP Update"; and 
3 
4 WHEREAS, Ecology approved the county's 2012 SMP Update in July of 2012; and 
5 
6 WHEREAS, the Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association (PCSGA) appealed 
7 Ecology's approval of the county's 2012 SMP Update on September 26, 2012, under 
8 Washington State Growth Management Hearings Board Case No. 12-3-0009, over concerns 
9 about commercial shellfish aquaculture activities; and 

10 
11 WHEREAS, the county worked with Ecology and the PCSGA to revise SMP regulations 
12 related to commercial shellfish aquaculture in Ordinance No. 13-098, adopted on December 11, 
13 2013, better reflecting the state's vision for aquaculture and resolving the appeal of the county's 
14 2012 SMP Update; and 
15 
16 WHEREAS, to ensure shoreline programs do not fall out of compliance with state 
17 shoreline laws and regulations, RCW 90.58.080(4) requires local governments to conduct a 
18 review of their shoreline programs periodically, at least once every eight years ( "Periodic 
19 Review"); and 
20 
21 WHEREAS, under the Periodic Review requirement in RCW 90.58.080(4), the county is 
22 required to take action to review and, if necessary, revise its SMP on or before June 30, 2019; 
23 and 
24 
25 WHEREAS, the purpose of the Periodic Review is to assure that the county's SMP is 
26 compliant with applicable state laws and regulations in effect at the time of review; and 
27 
28 WHEREAS, the Periodic Review also gives local governments an opportunity to initiate 
29 amendments to the SMP that may result in more effective management of shorelines, reflect 
30 changed circumstances, new information or improved data in shoreline maps, policies or 
31 regulations; and 
32 
33 WHEREAS, utilizing Ecology's Periodic Review Checklist, the county identified a set of 
34 amendments necessary to comply with the Periodic Review requirement; and 
35 
36 WHEREAS, the county identified additional amendments that will result in more effective 
37 shoreline management; and 
38 
39 WHEREAS, the county reviewed shoreline maps and, due to improvements in 
40 technology, identified minor mapping changes since the 2012 SMP Update; and 
41 
42 WHEREAS, the county prepared and followed a public participation plan to facilitate 
43 early and continuous public participation in the Periodic Review of its SMP, known as the "2019 
44 SMP Periodic Review"; and 
45 
46 WHEREAS, the county's Planning and Development Services (PDS) staff developed a 
47 project website for the 2019 SMP Periodic Review to serve as a clearinghouse of information 
48 about the project including project description, details about public outreach opportunities, 
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1 information about the adoption process, links to project materials, the draft project schedule, 
2 and contact information; and 
3 
4 WHEREAS, PDS met in person with staff from the sovereign governments of Indian 
5 Tribes with Reservations located in the county to provide information about and obtain early 
6 input on the scope of the 2019 SMP Periodic Review; and 
7 
8 WHEREAS, PDS met with staff from the Tulalip Tribes on December 4, 2017, January 
9 17, 2018, and March 2, 2018; and 

10 
11 WHEREAS, PDS met with staff from the Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians on December 15, 
12 2017, and in subsequent coordination meetings on May 21, 2018, October 18, 2018, and 
13 December 14, 2018; and 
14 
15 WHEREAS, PDS met with staff from the Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe on February 8, 2018; 
16 and 
17 WHEREAS, PDS held an open house for agency and general public stakeholders on 
18 February 13, 2018, to provide general information about the 2019 SMP Periodic Review, 
19 increase understanding of requirements for periodic review, highlight the tentative schedule for 
20 consideration of any proposed changes, and provide attendees an opportunity to view draft 
21 materials, ask questions and provide input; and 
22 
23 WHEREAS, PDS held two special outreach meetings the week of February 5, 2018, one 
24 in Monroe and the other in Marysville, inviting approximately 106 landowners with properties 
25 adjacent to or within 200 feet of four shoreline waterbodies not previously mapped during the 
26 2012 SMP Update; and 
27 
28 WHEREAS, this ordinance includes amendments to shoreline administrative provisions 
29 in chapter 30.44 SCC, amendments to shoreline development regulations in chapter 30.67 
30 sec, and associated amendments to chapters 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A and 30.91 SCC, 
31 amendments to the shoreline map series depicting the official delineation of the county's 
32 shoreline environment designations, and amendments to the Shoreline Management Program: 
33 Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations document; and 
34 
35 WHEREAS, the 2019 SMP Periodic Review does not propose changes that will result in 
36 any new significant adverse environmental impacts and does not change the analysis or the 
37 conclusions in the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) issued in 
38 August2010; and 
39 
40 WHEREAS, the Snohomish County Planning Commission ("planning commission") held 
41 a briefing on May 22, 2018, on the 2019 SMP Periodic Review; and 
42 
43 WHEREAS, the planning commission held a public hearing on October 23, 2018, to hear 
44 public testimony on the 2019 SMP Periodic Review; and 
45 
46 WHEREAS, the planning commission closed public testimony on October 23, 2018, and 
47 continued deliberations to the November 27, 2018, scheduled meeting; and 
48 
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1 WHEREAS, the planning commission met on November 27, 2018, to deliberate and 
2 make a recommendation to the Snohomish County Council ("county council") on the 2019 SMP 
3 Periodic Review; and 
4 
5 WHEREAS, on November 27, 2018, the planning commission recommended that the 
6 county council adopt the proposed amendments resulting from the 2019 SMP Periodic Review 
7 for the reasons specified in its letter of recommendation; and 
8 
9 WHEREAS, following the planning commission process, Ecology submitted comments 

10 to the county on additional changes recommended to shoreline development regulations in 
11 chapter 30.67 SCC; and 
12 
13 WHEREAS, following the planning commission process, county staff identified additional 
14 housekeeping amendments to shoreline administrative provisions and development regulations 
15 in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC, shoreline environment maps, and the shoreline policy 
16 document titled Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies 
17 and Regulations; and 
18 
19 WHEREAS, county staff developed an Executive-recommended ordinance that reflects 
20 changes following the planning commission process for council consideration; and 
21 
22 WHEREAS, the county council was briefed on the 2019 SMP Periodic Review on April 
23 17, 2018, and again on ; and 
24 
25 WHEREAS, the county council held a public hearing on after public notice 
26 and considered public comments and the entire record related to the proposed amendments in 
27 this ordinance; and 
28 
29 WHEREAS, following the public hearing, the county council deliberated on the proposed 
30 amendments in this ordinance. 
31 
32 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED: 
33 
34 Section 1. The county council adopts the following findings in support of this ordinance: 
35 
36 A. The foregoing recitals are adopted as findings as if set forth in full herein. 
37 
38 B. The county is required to conduct a periodic review of its SMP pursuant to RCW 90.58.080(4) 
39 and WAC 173-26-090. 
40 
41 C. The purpose of the SMP periodic review pursuant to RCW 90.58.080( 4) and WAC 173-26-
42 090 is to assure that the SMP complies with applicable law and regulations in effect at the time 
43 of review; and assure consistency of the SMP with the local government's comprehensive plan 
44 and development regulations adopted under the Growth Management Act ("GMA"), chapter 
45 36.70A RCW, and other local requirements. 
46 
47 D. The SMP periodic review process provides a method for bringing the county's SMP into 
48 compliance with requirements of the SMA that have been added or changed since the last 
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1 review and for responding to changes in shoreline rules adopted by Ecology, together with a 
2 review for consistency with amendments to the Snohomish County Growth Management Act 
3 Comprehensive Plan ("GMACP") and title 30 SCC development regulations adopted pursuant to 
4 the GMA. 
5 
6 E. The SMP periodic review process also provides the county an opportunity to adopt 
7 amendments to its SMP to reflect changed circumstances, new information, or improved data. 
8 
9 F. The 2019 SMP Periodic Review is distinct from the county's comprehensive 2012 SMP 

10 Update required under RCW 90.58.080(2). Pursuant to WAC 173-26-090(2)(d)(iii), there is no 
11 minimum requirement to comprehensively revise shoreline inventory and characterization 
12 reports or restoration plans required under the 2012 SMP Update. The presumption in the 
13 comprehensive 2012 SMP Update was that the county's SMP needed to be revised to comply 
14 with the full suite of administrative rules adopted by Ecology. By contrast, the 2019 SMP 
15 Periodic Review is meant to address changes in requirements of the SMA and Ecology's 
16 shoreline rules that have occurred since the 2012 SMP Update, changes for consistency with 
17 revisions to the GMACP and title 30 SCC development regulations that have occurred since the 
18 2012 SMP Update, and any locally-initiated changes to reflect changed circumstances, new 
19 information, or improved data. 
20 
21 G. This ordinance will amend shoreline environment maps, the shoreline policy document titled 
22 Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and 
23 Regulations, and shoreline administrative provisions, regulations, and definitions in title 30 SCC 
24 to comply with the SMP periodic review requirements in the SMA and administrative rules 
25 adopted by Ecology. The proposed amendments seek to: 
26 
27 1. Assure the county's SMP complies with all applicable shoreline laws in chapter 90.58 
28 RCW and shoreline rules in chapters 173-18, 173-20, 173-22, 173-26, and 173-27 WAC; 
29 
30 2. Assure the county's SMP is consistent with the GMACP and title 30 sec development 
31 regulations; 
32 
33 3. Reflect changed circumstances, new information or improved data in shoreline maps, 
34 policies or regulations since the county's 2012 SMP Update; and 
35 
36 4. Clarify and improve implementation of the col\nty's existing shoreline administrative 
37 provisions, shoreline regulations and shoreline definitions in chapters 30.44, 30.67 and 
38 30.91 sec by improving consistency and readability. 
39 
40 H. The goals and policies of the SMA in RCW 90.58.020 guide the policies in the county's SMP 
41 and are included as one of the GMA's planning goals (RCW 36. 70A.480). The county's SMP is 
42 also considered an element of the county's GMACP. 
43 
44 I. The 2019 SMP Periodic Review is consistent with the GMACP General Policy Plan (GPP) 
45 Natural Environment (NE) chapter. The proposed amendments will better achieve, comply with, 
46 and implement the following NE goals, objectives and policies: 
47 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

NE Goal 1 "Continue existing and develop new county plans and programs which 
establish priorities to protect and enhance the natural environment through a 
coordinated policy framework to maintain and improve the quality of life for Snohomish 
County. The policy framework below provides a non-exclusive list of the core priorities 
and strategies that must be addressed in all plans and programs that affect the natural 
environment." 

Objective NE 1.C "Protect and enhance natural watershed processes, wetlands, fish and 
wildlife habitat conservation areas, shorelines, and water resources with the long-term 
objective of protecting ecological function and values." 

Policy NE 1.C.3 "The county shall protect and enhance the ecological functions of 
shorelines through the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program." 

NE Goal 3 "Comply with the requirements of state, federal and local laws for protecting 
and managing critical areas, shorelines, and water." 

18 Objective NE 3.F "Protect ecological functions of shoreline natural resources through the 
19 Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program." 
20 
21 Policy NE 3.F.1 'The county's Shoreline Management Program shall address no net loss 
22 of ecological functions of shoreline resources, provide opportunities for public access to 
23 shoreline areas and promote water dependent uses and development which cannot be 
24 located anywhere else." 
25 
26 Policy NE 3.F.3 "Critical areas in those areas subject to the jurisdiction of the Shoreline 
27 Management Act shall be regulated consistent with critical areas outside of shorelines." 
28 
29 J. The 2019 SMP Periodic Review is consistent with the Shoreline Use Element of the county's 
30 SMP. The proposed amendments will better achieve, comply with, and implement the following 
31 goals contained in the SMP's Shoreline Use Element by: (1) revising shoreline maps to reflect 
32 changes to shoreline jurisdiction, (2) amending shoreline codes to clarify regulations that apply 
33 to single-family residential development, (3) updating shoreline codes to comply with the most 
34 recent agency rules, and ( 4) clarifying shoreline codes to improve implementation which results 
35 in more effective shoreline management: 
36 
37 1. Shoreline Use Goal 1 "Snohomish County shoreline areas should be consistent with the 
38 county GMA comprehensive plan, shoreline environment designations, and policies and 
39 regulations for shoreline uses and modifications." 
40 
41 2. Shoreline Use Goal 2 "Give preference to allowing shoreline uses that maintain or 
42 restore shoreline ecological functions, protect water quality and the natural environment, 
43 depend on proximity to the water, and provide or enhance public access and recreational 
44 use of the shoreline." 
45 
46 3. Shoreline Use Goal 3 "Preserve, protect and restore Snohomish County's unique, 
47 valuable and nonrenewable natural resources while encouraging the best management 
48 practices for the continued sustained yield of renewable resources of the shorelines." 
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1 
2 4. Shoreline Use Goal 4 "Allow only those industrial, commercial and recreational 
3 developments particularly dependent upon their location on and use of Snohomish County's 
4 shorelines, as well as other developments that will provide substantial numbers of the public 
5 an opportunity to enjoy the shorelines." 
6 
7 K. Procedural requirements. 
8 
9 1. The proposal is a Type 3 legislative action pursuant to SCC 30.73.010. 

10 
11 2. Pursuant to RCW 36. 70A.106( 1 ), a notice of intent to adopt this ordinance was 
12 transmitted to the Washington State Department of Commerce for distribution to state 
13 agencies on April 24, 2019. 
14 
15 3. The environmental impacts of this proposal are within the range of impacts analyzed by 
16 the draft supplemental environmental impact statement (DSEIS) prepared for the 
17 comprehensive 2012 SMP Update adopted through Amended Ordinance 12-025. The 
18 FSEIS was issued on August 25, 2010. No new impacts have been identified for this 
19 proposal. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requirements with respect to this non-
20 project action have been satisfied through the issuance of Addendum No. 2, issued on 
21 April 24, 2019, to the FSEIS for the 2012 SMP Update. 
22 
23 4. The county provided opportunities for early and continuous public participation as 
24 required by WAC 173-26-090, RCW 36.70A.130 and chapter 30.73 sec as 
25 demonstrated in the public participation plan developed for the 2019 SMP Periodic 
26 Review. 
27 
28 5. The Washington State Attorney General last issued an advisory memorandum, as 
29 required by RCW 36. 70A.370, in September 2018 entitled "Advisory Memorandum: 
30 Avoiding Unconstitutional Takings of Private Property" to help local governments avoid 
31 the unconstitutional taking of private property. The process outlined in the State Attorney 
32 General's 2018 advisory memorandum was used by the county in objectively evaluating 
33 the regulatory changes proposed by this ordinance. 
34 
35 L. The proposed amendments are consistent with the record: 
36 
37 1. In an effort to determine the effectiveness of current shoreline use regulations in title 30 
38 SCC, the county reviewed project actions in shoreline areas. The goal of the review was 
39 to measure and summarize land cover change impacts on properties within shoreline 
40 jurisdiction that were issued development permits or had active enforcement cases 
41 between June 2013 and May 2015. The county analyzed permits issued in shoreline 
42 jurisdiction that were associated with critical area site plans (CASP) to protect critical 
43 area protection areas (CAPA). Out of a total of 321 acres of CAPA analyzed through 
44 aerial photographs, only 1.03 acres or 0.32% was disturbed. This percentage is well 
45 below the 3% adaptive management trigger established in the 2008 Critical Area 
46 Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan. The results of this monitoring indicate the 
47 county is meeting no net loss requirements. Shoreline regulations are being 
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implemented as intended and no changes to specific provisions in the SMP are required 
at this time to meet the no net loss standard. 

Several chapters and sections in title 30 SCC are amended either to reflect changes in 
state laws and regulations pertaining to the SMA (state-initiated) or to improve 
implementation of county shoreline development regulations (locally-initiated). 

a. State-initiated changes include: 

i. SCC 30.44.020(2) is amended to achieve consistency with RCW 
90.58.355 and WAC 173-27-044 by adding two new project types 
(boatyard improvements to meet National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) requirements and certain Washington State 
Department of Transportation Systems (WSDOT) maintenance and 
safety projects and activities) to the list of developments exempt from the 
procedural requirements of the SMA. 

ii. SCC 30.44.120(1)(h) is amended to reflect 2018 adjustments to the dollar 
thresholds for whether a freshwater dock is required to obtain a Shoreline 
Substantial Development Permit. 

iii. SCC 30.44.120( 1 )(p) is amended to achieve consistency with RCW 
90.58.030(3)(e)(xiii) and WAC 173-27-040(2)(q) by adding a new type of 
development exempt from a shoreline substantial development permit: 
the external or internal retrofitting of an existing structure with the 
exclusive purpose of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990. 

iv. sec 30.44.220(1) - (2), 30.44.230(1) - (2) and 30.44.250 are amended 
to achieve consistency with RCW 90.58.140(6) and WAC 173-27-130 by 
replacing the phrase "date of receipt" with "date of filing" to reflect new 
rules for notifications and appeal timelines. 

v. sec 30.44.220(1) is amended to achieve consistency with RCW 
90.58.140(5) and WAC 173-27-125 by adding WSDOT projects that 
address safety risks to the list of projects exempt from the general 
requirement that construction is not authorized to begin until 21 days from 
the date the permit was filed or until all review proceedings are 
terminated. 

vi. sec 30.44.220(2), 30.44.230(1) and (2) are amended to achieve 
consistency with RCW 90.58.140(6)(c) and WAC 173-27-130 by 
addressing the procedure for when a development activity requires both a 
shoreline substantial development permit and either a shoreline 
conditional use permit or shoreline variance permit. 

vii. Ecology has encouraged the county to consider adopting variable critical 
area buffer widths for new SFR development on the remaining vacant 
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parcels located on some of the more highly-developed lakes in 
unincorporated Snohomish County. Several local governments have 
developed similar unique shoreline buffer widths intended to create more 
manageable shoreline permitting in shoreline areas that are characterized 
predominantly by single-family or multifamily residential development and 
have a moderate to high degree of shoreline armoring and overwater 
structures. SCC 30.67.060(3) is added to allow exceptions to the 
standard buffer width in the county's critical area regulations (CAR) (SCC 
30.62A.320) for new SFR development located on 14 of the county's 
most highly-developed lakes. sec Figures 30.67.060(3)(a) and (b) are 
added to illustrate the "common-line setback" scenario. 

viii. SCC 30.67.420(8) is amended to acknowledge the exception for floating 
homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, which 
are considered conforming uses under RCW 90.58.270(5). 

ix. SCC 30.67.430 - Table 1 - Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix is 
amended to add a reference note (38) for "Floating Home" to comply with 
RCW 90.58.270(5) and WAC 173-26-241 (3)U)(iv)(B) requiring "floating 
homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011," be 
considered a conforming use. SCC 30.67.440(38) and 30.67.450(1) also 
are amended for consistency with this amendment to SCC 30.67.430 -
Table 1. 

x. sec 30.67.440(38) is added to achieve consistency with RCW 
90.58.270(5) and WAC 173-26-241(3)U)(iv)(B) by acknowledging that 
floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, 
are considered conforming uses. SCC 30.67.430 - Table 1 and 
30.67.450(1) also are amended for consistency with this amendment to 
sec 30.67.440(38). 

xi. sec 30.67.450(1) is added as authorized by RCW 90.58.620 and WAC 
173-26-241 (3)U)(vi) to allow legally-established residential and 
appurtenant structures ( excluding bulkheads and other shoreline 
modifications and over-water structures) to be considered conforming 
even if they do not meet updated dimensional standards or setbacks for 
new development. 

xii. SCC 30.67.570 is amended to achieve consistency with RCW 
90.58.270(5) and WAC 173-26-241(3)U)(iv)(B) by acknowledging that 
floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, 
are a "conforming preferred use." 

xiii. sec 30.67.580(3) is added to achieve consistency with RCW 90.58.580 
and WAC 173-27-215 by allowing the county to grant relief from shoreline 
regulations within an urban growth area when a property owner is 
affected by a shoreline restoration project under certain conditions. 
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xiv. SCC 30.910.230 is amended to achieve consistency with WAC 173-26-
241 (3)( e) and 173-27-030(6) by clarifying that the definition of 
"development" does not include projects that involve only dismantling or 
removing structures without any associated development or re
development. 

b. Locally-initiated changes include: 

i. SCC 30.44.040 is amended to require a letter of exemption for all 
developments identified in SCC 30.44.020 or 30.44.120 as exempt from 
the requirements for a shoreline substantial development permit. 

ii. Existing shoreline regulations do not provide guidance for how Ordinary 
High Water Mark (OHWM) determinations are made. SCC 30.44.300 is 
added to clarify that in unclear situations, the county will make OHWM 
determinations using Ecology's 2016 guidance document. 

iii. SCC 30.67.060 is amended to incorporate updated critical area 
regulations in chapters 30.62A, 30.62B, 30.62C and 30.65 sec into the 
SMP. 

iv. sec 30.67.517 is added as part of the reformatting of sec 30.67.515 
which separates regulations for "Boat Mooring" facilities from 
regulations for "Boating" facilities for ease of use and to improve 
readability, particularly for dock regulations. The amendment relocates 
the provisions for boat mooring facilities from sec 30.67.515 to sec 
30.67.517, with the exceptions described below, and includes the same 
general regulations and policies for "Boating" facilities located in SCC 
30.67.515(1) and (2), as applicable. 

(a) Existing code requires the length of residential piers and docks to 
be an average of the lengths of abutting piers and docks but does 
not specify the length requirement when there are no adjacent 
piers and docks. sec 30.67.517(1 )(h)(ix)(F)(I) is amended to 
clarify the maximum waterward intrusion for docks without 
adjoining neighbors is also 80 feet. 

(b) Existing code states the maximum width of residential piers and 
docks on any lake identified as salmon id habitat is two feet less ( 4 
ft) than lakes not identified as salmonid habitat (6 ft), however, 
"salmonid habitat" is not a defined term in county code. SCC 
30.67.517( 1 )(h)(ix)(F)(III) is further amended to clarify that width 
requirements apply to any lakes that contain salmonids. 

(c) Existing code contains very specific requirements for construction 
materials for residential piers and docks ( 45% light passage) and 
floats (30% light passage). These standards are difficult to 
achieve, implement and prove. sec 30.67.517(1 )(h)(ix)(l)(I) is 
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further amended to allow the design of decking for piers, docks 
and floats to achieve "a minimum of 40% open spacing" rather 
than a specific percentage of light passage. 

v. Existing code limits subdivisions lying fully or partially within shoreline 
jurisdiction to a maximum of 10% total impervious surface within the 
subdivision boundary. However, shoreline requirements cannot be 
imposed on the portion of the subdivision that is outside of shoreline 
jurisdiction. SCC 30.67.570(1 )(g) is amended to clarify that the ten 
percent cap on total effective impervious surface for residential 
subdivisions and short subdivisions applies to that portion of the 
subdivision that lies within shoreline jurisdiction. All portions of a 
subdivision or short subdivision will continue to be subject to the 
County's critical area regulations and flood hazard regulations, as 
applicable. 

17 3. Housekeeping, typographical, grammar, and style changes are also made to provide 
18 clarity and achieve consistency with other sections and chapters of title 30 SCC. 
19 
20 4. The Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and 
21 Regulations document is amended to achieve compliance with WACs 173-18-044 and 
22 046, WAC 173-20-044 and 046 and WAC 173-22-050 which require lists of shorelines in 
23 the county to be updated. The Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and 
24 Regulations document is amended to: 
25 
26 a. Update Section 1.2.1.1 - List of Shorelines in Snohomish County by: 
27 i. Adding the names of five lakes that appear in the Shoreline Environment 
28 Designations Map Atlas but not in the list of lake shorelines (Bevis, Long, 
29 Round, Treen and an Unnamed Lake near 99th Ave NE in Marysville) in 
30 the Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
31 document. 
32 ii. Adding the names of four lakes/areas of open water greater than 20 acres 
33 that do not appear on the Shoreline Environment Designations Map Atlas 
34 or the list of lake shorelines in the Shoreline Environment Designations, 
35 Policies and Regulations document (Meadow, Olson, Richardson, and 
36 Rowland). These lakes/areas of open water were identified when the 
37 County refined its shoreline maps for the 2019 SMP Periodic Review; it 
38 was an oversight that they were not included in the maps for the 2012 
39 SMP Update. 
40 iii. Adding the names of three rivers/streams that appear in the Shoreline 
41 Environment Designations Map Atlas (Chaplain Creek, Daniels Creek and 
42 Hannon Creek) but not in the list of rivers/streams in the Shoreline 
43 Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations document. 
44 
45 
46 
47 

b. Update Section 2.1.2- Land Use Patterns by revising Table 3. Land Use Type 
and Intensity in each Shoreline Environment Designation with up-to-date land 
use acreages for the predominant zoning categories in each shoreline 

RELATING TO SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINES OF THE STATE; AMENDING 
THE SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: SHORELINE 
ENVIRONMENT DESIGNATIONS, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS, SHORELINE MAPS, 
SHORELINE REGULATIONS IN 30.67 sec, SHORELINE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER 30.44 sec, AND SHORELINE-RELATED REFERENCES AND 

DEFINITIONS IN CHAPTERS 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A AND SUBTITLE 30.9 sec Page 11 of 74 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

environment designation and adding a new row "Environment as a percentage of 
total." 

c. Update Section 2.3-Alternative Environment Designation System by: 
i. Revising Table 4. Main Zoning Categories by Shoreline Environment 

Designation with up-to-date land use acreages for the main zoning 
categories by shoreline environment designation. 

ii. Revising Table 4 to include acreages for the Rural Diversification ("RD") 
zone into the Residential Use/Zone category because RD allows for rural 
home-based businesses and industries, among other residential uses. 

iii. Revising Table 4 to include acreages for the Urban Center ("UC") zone 
into the Commercial Use/Zone category because UC allows for high
density residential, among other, retail and office uses. 

d. Update Section 3.2.5.3- Boating Facilities by reflecting formatting changes to 
SCC 30.67.515 splitting "Boating" facilities (marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat 
launches and ramps) from "Boat Mooring" facilities (boathouses, mooring buoys, 
piers, docks and floats) and establishing new section SCC 30.67.517 for "Boat 
Mooring" facilities. 

e. Update Appendix A - Glossary by amending definitions to achieve consistency 
with definitions in chapter 30.91 SCC and other housekeeping changes and 
typographical corrections. 

f. Update Appendix D - Shoreline Environment Designation Maps to reflect 
updates to shoreline jurisdiction since the 2012 SMP Update, adopted by 
Ordinance 12-025 on June 6, 2012. 

29 g. Update Appendix E - Chapter 30.44 SCC - Shoreline Permits to reflect 
30 amendments to shoreline administrative provisions since the 2012 SMP Update, 
31 adopted by Ordinance 12-025 on June 6, 2012. 
32 
33 h. Update Appendix F- Chapter 30.67 SCC- Shoreline Management Program to 
34 reflect amendments to shoreline development regulations since the 2012 SMP 
35 Update, adopted by Ordinance 12-025 on June 6, 2012. 
36 
37 5. The Shoreline Management Program Shoreline Environment Designations Map Atlas is 
38 amended to achieve compliance with WAC 173-18-044 and 046, WAC 173-20-044 and 
39 046 and WAC 173-22-050, which require maps of shorelines in the county to be 
40 updated. The map updates reflect minor changes in shoreline jurisdiction including, 
41 natural changes and changes due to improved geographic information systems (GIS) 
42 data. 
43 

a. Changes to shoreline jurisdiction include: 44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

i. Removing two areas annexed by the city of Stanwood; 
ii. Removing one area annexed by the city of Everett; 
iii. Removing one area annexed by the city of Lake Stevens; 
iv. Removing two areas annexed by the city of Snohomish; 
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v. Removing land near the city of Stanwood acquired by the United States in 
trust for the Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians; 

vi. Removing land near the city of Sultan acquired by the United States in 
trust for the Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians; 

vii. Adding land near the city of Darrington relinquished by the Stillaguamish 
Tribe of Indians in fee status; 

viii. Adjustments to tideland areas adjacent to tribal trust lands on the Tulalip 
Indian Reservation; and 

ix. Non-federal development or use on federal lands (mining claims). 
10 
11 b. Changes resulting from improved GIS data include: 
12 i. Adding four previously unmapped lakes/areas of open water over 20 
13 acres (Rowland, Olson, Meadow and Richardson); 
14 ii. Adding one lake/area of open water over 20 acres that appears in the list 
15 of lake shorelines in the Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies 
16 and Regulations document but does not appear on the Shoreline 
17 Environment Designations Map Atlas; 
18 iii. Technical adjustments to floodplains associated with existing SMP 
19 waterbodies; 
20 iv. Removing a portion of the FEMA 500-year floodplain near Jetty Island in 
21 Possession Sound; 
22 v. Changes to the county hydrology layer maintained by Snohomish County 
23 Department of Information Systems; 
24 vi. Updates to data capture methods, improvements to lidar and satellite 
25 imagery data accuracy and resolution, and field visits identifying the 
26 shoreline OHWM; 
27 vii. Changes due to shifts in mapped watercourses and delineation of 
28 waterbodies; and 
29 viii. Other natural changes that have occurred since the SMP was last 
30 updated in 2012. 
31 
32 c. Changes identified following the Planning Commission include redesignating two 
33 artificial waterbodies west of Interstate 5 near the mouth of the Snohomish River 
34 from "aquatic" to "urban" shoreline environments. 
35 
36 6. The planning commission, in its letter dated November 29, 2018, passed a motion ( 10-1) 
37 recommending approval of the proposed shoreline code, map and policy document 
38 amendments contained in the staff report with supporting findings and conclusions, 
39 including an amendment relating to "yacht and boat clubs" described in a November 19, 
40 2018, staff memo. 
41 
42 a. The proposed shoreline code amendments transmitted to planning 
43 commissioners in a supplemental staff report dated October 5, 2018, grouped 
44 regulations for "yacht and boat clubs" in with regulations for "marinas." However, 
45 "marinas" are water dependent while "yacht and boat clubs" are not. To address 
46 this discrepancy, commissioners voted to add standards for "yacht and boat 
47 clubs" to sec 30.67.515(1 )(k). 
48 
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1 b. Existing regulations do not provide a definition for "yacht and boat clubs." 
2 Planning commissioners voted to add a definition for "yacht and boat clubs" in 
3 sec 30.91Y.010. 
4 
5 7. Ecology submitted comments to the county in a letter dated November 28, 2018, after 
6 planning commission review of proposed amendments to the county's SMP. The county 
7 worked with Ecology on the following additional amendments: 
8 
9 a. Existing regulations in SCC 30.67.060(2)(d) require a shoreline variance permit 

10 whenever a deviation from landslide hazard area regulations in SCC 30.62B.340 
11 is requested. Ecology requested the county amend SCC 30.67.060(2)(d) to 
12 reflect its original intent which is to require a shoreline variance permit only when 
13 the landslide hazard deviation provisions in SCC 30.62B.340 are used for 
14 proposed structures that include habitable space, and not for stairs, trams or 
15 shoreline bank and stabilization measures. A shoreline variance permit will 
16 continue to be required for deviations from landslide hazard area regulations for 
17 uses that include habitable space. 
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b. sec 30.67.060(2)(f) is repealed for consistency with updates to sec 30.62B.330 
which now allow for activities such as restoration or enhancement of shoreline 
ecological functions within channel migration zones. 

C. SCC 30.67.060(2)(e) and (2)(f) are repealed and replaced With SCC 
30.67.060(2)(e) and (2)(f) which are added to differentiate provisions for new 
single-family residential (SFR) development from those provisions that apply to 
existing single-family residential development. 

i. SCC 30.62A.520(8) currently allows buffer reductions for SFR 
development up to 50 percent as long as the area of buffer disturbance 
does not exceed 4,000 square feet. For new SFR development located 
within shoreline jurisdiction, the area of buffer disturbance is reduced to 
2,500 square feet in subsection 30.67.060(2)(e). In many cases, new 
SFR developments on small shoreline lots have been ineligible to use 
the approach in SCC 30.62A.520(8) because the buffer reduction would 
have to be in excess of 50 percent to accommodate at least a 2,500 
square-foot building area. Therefore, Ecology requested sec 
30.67.060(2)(e) be added to allow over 2,500 square feet of buffer to be 
disturbed without a shoreline variance permit if certain conditions in SCC 
30.67.060(2)(e)(ii) are met. If the conditions cannot be met then a 
shoreline variance permit is required. 

ii. SCC Figure 30.67.060(2)(e) is added to illustrate the reduced buffer 
width scenario allowed under sec 30.67.060(2)(e). 

iii. Ecology requested the county clarify regulations related to expansions of 
existing SFR development, specifically to limit existing SFR development 
from expanding waterward. Subsection 30.67.060(2)(f) is added to clarify 
additional criteria for expansions of existing SFR development. 
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d. sec 30.67.430 - Table 1 - Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix is amended to 
reflect that in the Natural, Urban Conservancy and their adjacent Aquatic 
environments, non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures 
associated with an ecological enhancement or restoration project are permitted 
and no longer require a conditional use permit. However, to limit alterations to the 
Natural, Urban Conservancy and their adjacent Aquatic environments, all other 
non-structural measures are conditionally permitted. Structural shoreline and 
bank stabilization measures in the Natural, Urban Conservancy and their 
adjacent Aquatic environments are conditionally permitted only when associated 
with an ecological enhancement or restoration project or those protecting an 
existing primary structure pursuant to RCW 90.58.100(6) and WAC 173-26-
231 (3)(a). 

e. SCC 30.67.440(5) is amended to clarify that when this reference note appears, 
shoreline and bank stabilization measures (shoreline modifications) must be 
associated with an ecological restoration or enhancement project. 

f. Ecology encouraged the county to clarify regulations for new, enlarged or 
replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures. SCC 
30.67.440(11) is amended to clarify that structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measures in certain environmental designations must meet the 
conditions in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) to be permitted or are otherwise 
conditionally permitted in accordance with SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(iii). 

g. SCC 30.67.575(1 )(a) is amended to clarify regulations pertaining to replacement 
and normal maintenance and repair of shoreline and bank stabilization 
measures. 

h. SCC 30.67.575(1 )(b) is amended to achieve compliance with WAC 173-26-
231 (3)(a) by requiring additional scrutiny for new, enlarged or replacement 
structural shoreline stabilization measures including demonstration of need. 

i. sec 30.67.575(1 )(b)(ii)(C) is added to achieve consistency with WAC 173-26-
231 (3)(a)(iii)(E) by requiring soft approaches to structural stabilization unless 
demonstrated not to be sufficient to protect primary structures, dwellings and 
businesses. 

j. sec 30.67.575(1 )(b)(ii)(E) is added to achieve consistency with WAC 173-26-
231 (3)(a)(iii)(D) allowing new, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline 
stabilization measures when the criteria of SCC 30.67.575(1 )(b)(ii) are met. 

k. sec 30.67.575(1 )(c)(i) and sec 30.62A.330(2)(b)(iv) make reference to two 
guidance documents related to shoreline and bank stabilization structures 
published by the Washington Departments of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and 
Ecology. The WDFW document is from April 2003 and the Ecology guidance 
document is from May 2000. SCC 30.67.575(1 )(c)(i) is amended to replace the 
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2003 WDFW and 2000 Ecology documents with more recent guidance published 
in March 2014. 

I. SCC 30.67.575(2)(a) and (b) are repealed and replaced to clarify shoreline 
environment designation-specific regulations for shoreline and bank stabilization 
measures. 

i. Subsections 30.67.575(2)(a)(i)-(ii) are added and include regulations for 
Natural, Urban Conservancy and adjacent Aquatic shoreline 
environments. 

ii. Subsections 30.67.575(2)(b)(i)-(iii) are added and include regulations for 
Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource, Municipal Watershed Utility and 
adjacent Aquatic shoreline environments. 

m. SCC 30.67.575(2)(a)(i) adds provisions for non-structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measures in the Natural, Urban Conservancy and adjacent Aquatic 
shoreline environments. Subsection 30.67.575(2)(a)(i)(B) specifies that a 
shoreline conditional use permit is required for non-structural measures not 
associated with an ecological enhancement or restoration project. 

n. SCC 30.67.575(2)(a)(ii) adds provisions for structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measures in the Natural, Urban Conservancy and adjacent Aquatic 
shoreline environments. SCC 30.67.575(2)(a)(ii)(A)-(B) specify that all structural 
measures are prohibited except those associated with an ecological 
enhancement or restoration project or those necessary to protect an existing 
primary structure and then only with a shoreline conditional use permit. 

o. sec 30.67.575(2)(b)(i) adds provisions permitting non-structural shoreline and 
bank stabilization measures in the Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource, 
Municipal Watershed Utility and adjacent Aquatic shoreline environments. 

p. SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) adds provisions for structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measures in the Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource, Municipal 
Watershed Utility and adjacent Aquatic shoreline environments. SCC 
30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) specifies that structural measures are permitted if they meet 
the criteria in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii)(A)-(C). This new language clarifies that: 1) 
normal maintenance and repair does not include "replacement" and 2) 
"replacements" cannot be larger than the original structure and are only allowed if 
they improve shoreline ecological functions. If the structural measure is not able 
to meet this criteria, then a shoreline conditional use permit is required pursuant 
to sec 30.67.575(2)(b)(iii). 

42 Section 3. The county council makes the following conclusions: 
43 A. The proposed amendments are consistent with the SMA and all applicable state regulations, 
44 including chapters 173-18, 173-20, 173-22, 173-26, and 173-27 WAC. 
45 B. The proposed SMP has been reviewed according to the timetable in RCW 90.58.080(4) and 
46 the county's shoreline development regulations in chapter 30.67 SCC and shoreline 
47 administrative provisions in chapter 30.44 SCC comply with all applicable shoreline laws 
48 and regulations as demonstrated in Ecology's Periodic Review Checklist. 
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1 C. The proposed SMP maintains consistency with the county's Growth Management Act 
2 Comprehensive Plan (GMACP) and development regulations adopted under chapter 36.70A 
3 RCW. 
4 D. The county complied with SEPA (chapter 43.21 RCW) by issuing Addendum No. 2 to the 
5 August 2010 FSEIS on April 24, 2019. 
6 E. The county complied with the requirements of WAC 173-26-090, RCW 36. 70A.130 and 
7 chapter 30.73 SCC to provide early and continuous opportunities for public participation and 
8 input. 
9 F. The proposed SMP includes updates reflecting the county's most recent critical area 

10 regulations in chapters 30.62A, 30.628, 30.62C and 30.65 SCC which represent best 
11 available science. 
12 
13 Section 4. The county council bases its findings and conclusions on the entire record of the 
14 planning commission and the county council, including all testimony and exhibits. Any finding 
15 which should be deemed a conclusion and any conclusion which should be deemed a finding is 
16 hereby adopted as such. 
17 
18 Section 5. Snohomish County Code Section 30.10.065, last amended by Amended Ordinance 
19 No. 12-025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
20 
21 30.10.065 Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP)- a component 
22 of the comprehensive plan. 
23 The goals and policies of the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP), 
24 adopted pursuant to chapter 90.58 RCW and chapter 173-26 WAC, are considered an element 
25 of the comprehensive plan. The SMP consists of the following: 
26 (1) A document titled, Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, 
27 Policies and Regulations, dated ((June 6, 2012)) [the effective date of the 
28 ordinance]; 
29 (2) Shoreline environment designation maps, dated ((June 6, 2012)) [the effective 
30 date of the ordinance]; 
31 (3) Shoreline regulations contained in chapter 30.67 SCC; and 
32 (((4) Critical area regulations in chapters 30.62A, 30.628 and 30.62G SCC as adopted in 
33 Amended Ordinance 06 061 on August 1, 2007, and chapter 30.65 SCC as adopted in 
34 Amended Ordinance 07 005 on February 21, 2007.)) 
35 (4) Critical area regulations in chapter 30.62A SCC, last amended by [this ordinance] on [the 
36 effective date of this ordinance], chapter 30.628 SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 
37 15-034 on September 2, 2015, chapter 30.62C SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 15-
38 034 on September 2, 2015, and chapter 30.65 SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 12-
39 025 on June 6, 2012. 
40 
41 Section 6. Snohomish County Code Section 30.22.130, last amended by Amended Ordinance 
42 No. 18-062 on November 13, 2018, is amended to read: 
43 
44 30.22.130 Reference notes for use matrices. 
45 (1) Airport, Stage 1 Utility. 
46 (a) Not for commercial use and for use of small private planes; 
47 (b) In the RU zone, they shall be primarily for the use of the resident property owner; and 
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1 (c) When the airport is included in an airpark, the disclosure requirements of SCC 30.28.005 
2 shall apply. 
3 (2) Day Care Center. 
4 (a) In WFB, R-7,200, R-8,400, R-9,600, R-12,500, R-20,000, and SA-1 zones, shall only be 
5 permitted in connection with and secondary to a school facility or place of worship; and 
6 (b) Outdoor play areas shall be fenced or otherwise controlled, and noise buffering provided 
7 to protect adjoining residences. 
8 (3) Dock and Boathouse, Private, Non-commercial. The following standards apply outside of 
9 shoreline jurisdiction only. If located within shoreline jurisdiction, the standards in sec 

10 ((30.67.515)) 30.67.517 apply instead. 
11 (a) The height of any covered over-water structure shall not exceed 12 feet as measured 
12 from the line of ordinary high water; 
13 (b) The total roof area of covered, over-water structures shall not exceed 1,000 square feet; 
14 (c) The entirety of such structures shall have a width no greater than 50 percent of the width 
15 of the lot at the natural shoreline upon which it is located; 
16 (d) No over-water structure shall extend beyond the mean low water mark a distance 
17 greater than the average length of all preexisting over-water structures along the same 
18 shoreline within 300 feet of either side of the parcel on which the structure is proposed. 
19 Where no such preexisting structures exist within 300 feet, the pier length shall not exceed 
20 50 feet; 
21 (e) Structures permitted hereunder shall not be used as a dwelling, nor shall any boat 
22 moored at any wharf be used as a dwelling while so moored; and 
23 (f) Covered structures are subject to a minimum setback of three feet from any side lot line 
24 or extension thereof. No side yard setback shall be required for uncovered structures. No 
25 rear yard setback shall be required for any structure permitted hereunder. 
26 (4) Dwelling, ((Single Family)) Single-Family. In the MHP zone, ((single family)) single-family 
27 detached dwellings are limited to one per existing single legal lot of record. 
28 (5) See chapter 30.31 E sec for rezoning to Townhouse zone, and chapter 30.23A sec for 
29 design standards applicable to ((single family)) single-family attached dwelling, mixed 
30 townhouse, and townhouse development. 
31 (6) Dwelling, Mobile Home. 
32 (a) Shall be multi-sectioned by original design, with a width of 20 feet or greater along its 
33 entire body length; 
34 (b) Shall be constructed with a non-metallic type, pitched roof; 
35 (c) Except where the base of the mobile home is flush to ground level, shall be installed 
36 either with: 
37 (i) skirting material which is compatible with the siding of the mobile home; or 
38 (ii) a perimeter masonry foundation; 
39 (d) Shall have the wheels and tongue removed; and 
40 (e) In the RU zone the above only applies if the permitted lot size is less than 20,000 square 
41 feet. 
42 (7) RESERVED for future use. 
43 (8) Family Day Care Home. 
44 (a) No play yards or equipment shall be located in any required setback from a street; and 
45 (b) Outdoor play areas shall be fenced or otherwise controlled. 
46 (9) Farm Stand. 
47 (a) There shall be only one stand on each lot; and 
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1 (b) At least 50 percent by farm product unit of the products sold shall be grown, raised or 
2 harvested in Snohomish County, and 75 percent by farm product unit of the products sold 
3 shall be grown, raised or harvested in the state of Washington. 
4 (10) Farm Worker Dwelling. 
5 (a) At least one person residing in each farm worker dwelling unit shall be employed full 
6 time in the farm operation; 
7 (b) An agricultural farm worker dwelling unit affidavit must be signed and recorded with the 
8 county attesting to the need for such dwellings to continue the farm operation; 
9 (c) The number of farm worker dwellings shall be limited to one per each 40 acres under 

10 single contiguous ownership to a maximum of six total dwellings, with 40 acres being 
11 required to construct the first accessory dwelling unit. Construction of the maximum number 
12 of dwelling units permitted shall be interpreted as exhausting all residential potential of the 
13 land until such time as the property is legally subdivided; and 
14 (d) All farm worker dwellings must be clustered on the farm within a 10-acre farmstead 
15 which includes the main dwelling. The farmstead's boundaries shall be designated with a 
16 legal description by the property owner with the intent of allowing maximum flexibility while 
17 minimizing interference with productive farm operation. Farm worker dwellings may be 
18 located other than as provided for in this subsection only if environmental or physical 
19 constraints preclude meeting these conditions. 
20 (11) Home Occupation. See sec 30.28.050. 
21 (12) Kennel, Commercial. There shall be a five-acre minimum lot area; except in the R-5 and 
22 RD zones, where 200,000 square feet shall be the minimum lot area. 
23 (13) Kennel, Private-breeding, and Kennel, Private Non-breeding. Where the animals 
24 comprising the kennel are housed within the dwelling, the yard or some portion thereof shall be 
25 fenced and maintained in good repair or to contain or to confine the animals upon the property 
26 and restrict the entrance of other animals. 
27 ( 14) Parks, Publicly-owned and Operated. 
28 (a) No bleachers are permitted if the site is less than five acres in size; 
29 (b) All lighting shall be shielded to protect adjacent properties; and 
30 (c) No amusement devices for hire are permitted. 
31 ( 15) Boarding House. There shall be accommodations for no more than two persons. 
32 ( 16) RESERVED for future use (Social Service Center - DELETED by Amended Ord. 04-010 
33 effective March 15, 2004) 
34 (17) Swimming/Wading Pool (not to include hot tubs and spas): For the sole use of occupants 
35 and guests. 
36 (a) No part of the pool shall project more than one foot above the adjoining ground level in a 
37 required setback; and 
38 (b) The pool shall be enclosed with a fence not less than four feet high, of sufficient design 
39 and strength to keep out children. 
40 (18) Temporary Dwelling for a Relative. 
41 (a) The dwelling shall be occupied only by a relative, by blood or marriage, of the 
42 occupant(s) of the permanent dwelling; 
43 (b) The relative must receive from, or administer to, the occupant of the other dwelling 
44 continuous care and assistance necessitated by advanced age or infirmity; 
45 (c) The need for such continuous care and assistance shall be attested to in writing by a 
46 licensed physician; 
47 (d) The temporary dwelling shall be occupied by not more than two persons; 
48 (e) Use as a commercial rental unit shall be prohibited; 
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1 (f) The temporary dwelling shall be situated not less than 20 feet from the permanent 
2 dwelling on the same lot and shall not be located in any required yard of the principal 
3 dwelling; 
4 (g) A land use permit binder shall be executed by the landowner, recorded with the 
5 Snohomish County auditor and a copy of the recorded document submitted to the 
6 department for inclusion in the permit file; 
7 (h) Adequate screening, landscaping, or other measures shall be provided pursuant to SCC 
8 30.25.028 to protect surrounding property values and ensure compatibility with the immediate 
9 neighborhood; 

10 (i) An annual renewal of the temporary dwelling permit, together with recertification of need, 
11 shall be accomplished by the applicant through the department in the same month of each 
12 year in which the initial mobile home/building permit was issued; 
13 (j) An agreement to terminate such temporary use at such time as the need no longer exists 
14 shall be executed by the applicant and recorded with the Snohomish County auditor; and 
15 (k) Only one temporary dwelling may be established on a lot. The temporary dwelling shall 
16 not be located on a lot on which a detached accessory apartment is located. 
17 (19) Recreational Vehicle. 
18 (a) There shall be no more than one per lot; 
19 (b) Shall not be placed on a single site for more than 180 days in any 12-month period; and 
20 (c) Shall be limited in the floodways to day use only (dawn to dusk) during the flood season 
21 (October 1st through March 30th) with the following exceptions: 
22 (i) Recreational vehicle use associated with a legally occupied dwelling to accommodate 
23 overnight guests for no more than a 21-day period; 
24 (ii) Temporary overnight use by farm workers on the farm where they are employed 
25 subject to subsections (19)(a) and (19)(b) of this section; and 
26 (iii) Subject to subsections (19)(a) and (19)(b) of this section and sec 30.22.120, 
27 temporary overnight use in a mobile home park, which has been in existence continuously 
28 since 1970 or before, that provides septic or sewer service, water and other utilities, and 
29 that has an RV flood evacuation plan that has been approved and is on file with the 
30 department of emergency management and department of planning and development 
31 services. 
32 (20) Ultralight Airpark. 
33 (a) Applicant shall submit a plan for the ultralight airpark showing the location of all 
34 buildings, ground circulation, and parking areas, common flight patterns, and arrival and 
35 departure routes; 
36 (b) Applicant shall describe in writing the types of activities, events, and flight operations 
37 which are expected to occur at the airpark; and 
38 (c) Approval shall be dependent upon a determination by the county decision maker that all 
39 potential impacts such as noise, safety hazards, sanitation, traffic, and parking are 
40 compatible with the site and neighboring land uses, particularly those involving residential 
41 uses or livestock or small animal husbandry; and further that the proposed use can comply 
42 with Federal Aviation Administration regulations (FAR Part 103), which state that ultralight 
43 vehicle operations will not: 
44 (i) create a hazard for other persons or property; 
45 (ii) occur between sunset and sunrise; 
46 (iii) occur over any substantially developed area of a city, town, or settlement, particularly 
47 over residential areas or over any open air assembly of people; or 
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1 (iv) occur in an airport traffic area, control zone, terminal control area, or positive control 
2 area without prior authorization of the airport manager with jurisdiction. 
3 (21) RESERVED for future use. 
4 (22) General Retail. In the FS zone, there shall be a 5,000-square foot floor area limitation. 
5 (23) Vehicle, Vessel and Equipment Sales and Rental. In the CB and CRC zone, all display, 
6 storage, and sales activities shall be conducted within a structure enclosed by walls on at least 
7 two sides. 
8 (24) Race Track. The track shall be operated in such a manner so as not to cause offense by 
9 reason of noise or vibration beyond the boundaries of the subject property. 

10 (25) Rural Industry. 
11 (a) The number of employees shall not exceed 10; 
12 (b) All operations shall be carried out in a manner so as to avoid the emission or creation of 
13 smoke, dust, fumes, odors, heat, glare, vibration, noise, traffic, surface water drainage, 
14 sewage, water pollution, or other emissions which are unduly or unreasonably offensive or 
15 injurious to properties, residents, or improvements in the vicinity; 
16 (c) The owner of the rural industry must reside on the same premises as the rural industry 
17 and, in the RD zone, the residence shall be considered as a caretaker's quarters; and 
18 ( d) Outside storage, loading or employee parking in the RD zone shall provide 15-foot wide 
19 Type A landscaping as defined in sec 30.25.017. 
20 (26) See SCC 30.31 F.11 O for performance standards specific to the Rural Business zone. 
21 (27) Government Structures and Facilities, Utility Structures and Facilities, and Personal 
22 Wireless Service Facilities. Special lot area requirements for these uses are contained in SCC 
23 30.23.200. 
24 (28) Excavation and Processing of Minerals. 
25 (a) This use, as described in SCC 30.31D.010(2), is allowed in the identified zones only 
26 where these zones coincide with the mineral lands designation in the comprehensive plan 
27 (mineral resource overlay or MRO), except for the MC zone where mineral lands designation 
28 is not required. 
29 (b) An Administrative Conditional Use Permit or a Conditional Use Permit is required 
30 pursuant to SCC 30.31 D.030. 
31 (c) Excavation and processing of minerals exclusively in conjunction with forest practices 
32 regulated pursuant to chapter 76.09 RCW is permitted outright in the Forestry zone. 
33 (29) Medical Clinic, Licensed Practitioner. A prescription pharmacy may be permitted when 
34 located within the main building containing licensed practitioner(s). 
35 (30) Forest Industry Storage & Maintenance Facility (except harvesting) adjacent to property 
36 lines in the RU zone shall provide 15-foot wide Type A landscaping as defined in SCC 
37 30.25.017. 
38 (31) Boat Launch Facilities, Commercial or Non-commercial. 
39 (a) The hearing examiner may regulate, among other factors, required launching depth, 
40 lengths of existing docks and piers; 
41 (b) Off-street parking shall be provided in an amount suitable to the expected usage of the 
42 facility. When used by the general public, the guideline should be 32 to 40 spaces capable of 
43 accommodating both a car and boat trailer for each ramp lane of boat access to the water; 
44 (c) A level vehicle-maneuvering space measuring at least 50 feet square shall be provided; 
45 (d) Pedestrian access to the water separate from the boat launching lane or lanes may be 
46 required where it is deemed necessary in the interest of public safety; 
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1 ( e) Safety buoys shall be installed and maintained separating boating activities from other 
2 water-oriented recreation and uses where this is reasonably required for public safety, 
3 welfare, and health; and 
4 (f) All site improvements for boat launch facilities shall comply with all other requirements of 
5 the zone in which it is located. 
6 (32) Campground. 
7 (a) The maximum overall density shall be seven camp or tent sites per acre in Forestry and 
8 Recreation (F&R) zoning and two camp or tent sites per acre in Forestry (F) zoning; 
9 (b) The minimum site size shall be 10 acres; and 

10 (c) Campgrounds in Forestry (F) zoning may not provide utility hookups (e.g. water, electric, 
11 sewage) to individual campsites; such hookups are allowed in campgrounds with Forestry 
12 and Recreation (F&R) zoning. 
13 (33) Commercial Vehicle Home Basing. 
14 (a) The vehicles may be parked and maintained only on the property wherein resides a 
15 person who uses them in their business; 
16 (b) Two or more vehicles may be so based; and 
17 (c) The vehicles shall be in operable condition. 
18 (34) Distillation of Alcohol. 
19 (a) The distillation shall be from plant products, for the purpose of sale as fuel, and for the 
20 production of methane from animal waste produced on the premises; 
21 (b) Such distillation shall be only one of several products of normal agricultural activities 
22 occurring on the premises; and 
23 (c) By-products created in this process shall be used for fuel or fertilizer on the premises. 
24 (35) RESERVED for future use (Group Care Facility - DELETED by Amended Ord. 04-010 
25 effective March 15, 2004) 
26 (36) Churches are exempt from the Rural Business zone performance standards in SCC 
27 30.31 F.110(1) and (2). 
28 (37) Small Animal Husbandry. There shall be a five-acre minimum site size. 
29 (38) Mobile Home Park. Such development must fulfill the requirements of chapter 30.42E 
30 sec. 
31 (39) Sludge Utilization. See SCC 30.28.085. 
32 (40) Homestead Parcel. See sec 30.28.055. 
33 ( 41) Special Setback Requirements for this use are contained in sec 30.23.110(26) or sec 
34 30.67.595 if within shoreline jurisdiction. 
35 ( 42) In the R-12,500 and WFB zones, the minimum lot size for duplexes shall be one and one-
36 half times the minimum lot size for ((single family)) single-family dwellings. 
37 (43) Petroleum Products and Gas, Bulk Storage. 
38 (a) All above ground storage tanks shall be set back from all property lines in accordance 
39 with requirements in the International Fire Code (IFC); and 
40 (b) Storage tanks below ground shall be set back no closer to the property line than a 
41 distance equal to the greatest dimensions (diameter, length or height) of the buried tank. 
42 (44) Auto Wrecking Yards and Junkyards. A sight-obscuring fence a minimum of seven feet 
43 high shall be established and maintained to the interior side of the required perimeter 
44 landscaping area in the LI and RI zones. For perimeter landscaping requirements for this use in 
45 all zones, see sec 30.25.020. 
46 (45) Antique Shops. When established as a home occupation as regulated by SCC 
47 30.28.050(1 ); provided further that all merchandise sold or offered for sale shall be 
48 predominantly "antique" and antique-related objects. 
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1 (46) Billboards. See SCC 30.27.080 for specific requirements. 
2 (47) RESERVED for future use. 
3 ( 48) Stockyard and Livestock Auction Facility. The minimum lot size is 10 acres. 
4 (49) Restaurants and Personal Service Shops. Located to service principally the _constructed 
5 industrial park uses. 
6 (50) Sludge Utilization. A conditional use permit is required for manufacture of materials by a 
7 non-governmental agency containing stabilized or digested sludge for a public utilization. 
8 (51) RESERVED for future use. 
9 (52) RESERVED for future use. 

10 (53) Retail Store. See SCC 30.31A.120 for specific requirements for retail stores in the BP 
11 zone. 
12 (54) Retail Sales of Hay, Grain, and Other Livestock Feed are permitted on site in conjunction 
13 with a livestock auction facility. 
14 (55) Noise of Machines and Operations in the LI and HI zones shall comply with chapter 10.01 
15 sec and machines and operations shall be muffled so as not to become objectionable due to 
16 intermittence, beat frequency, or shrillness. 
17 (56) Sludge Utilization. Only at a completed sanitary landfill or on a completed cell within a 
18 sanitary landfill, subject to the provision of SCC 30.28.085. 
19 (57) Woodwaste Recycling and Woodwaste Storage Facility. See SCC 30.28.095. 
20 (58) Bed and Breakfast Guesthouses and Bed and Breakfast Inns. See SCC 30.28.020. 
21 (59) Detached Accessory or Non-Accessory Private Garages and Storage Structures. Subject 
22 to the following requirements: 
23 (a) Special setback requirements for these uses are contained in SCC 30.23.110(20); 
24 (b) Artificial lighting shall be hooded or shaded so that direct outside lighting, if any, will not 
25 result in glare when viewed from the surrounding property or rights-of-way; 
26 (c) The following compatibility standards shall apply: 
27 (i) proposals for development in existing neighborhoods with a well-defined character 
28 should be compatible with or complement the highest quality features, architectural 
29 character and siting pattern of neighboring buildings. Where there is no discernable 
30 pattern, the buildings shall complement the neighborhood. Development of detached 
31 private garages and storage structures shall not interrupt the streetscape or dwarf the 
32 scale of existing buildings of existing neighborhoods. Applicants may refer to the 
33 Residential Development Handbook for Snohomish County Communities to review 
34 techniques recommended to achieve neighborhood compatibility; 
35 (ii) building plans for all proposals larger than 2,400 square feet in the Waterfront Beach, 
36 R-7,200, R-8,400, R-9,600 and R-12,500 zones and rural cluster subdivisions shall 
37 document the use of building materials compatible and consistent with existing on-site 
38 residential development exterior finishes; 
39 (iii) in the Waterfront Beach, R-7,200, R-8,400, R-9,600 and R-12,500 zones and rural 
40 cluster subdivisions, no portion of a detached accessory private garage or storage 
41 structure shall extend beyond the building front of the existing ((single family)) single-
42 family dwelling, unless screening, landscaping, or other measures are provided to ensure 
43 compatibility with adjacent properties; and 
44 (iv) in the Waterfront Beach, R-7,200, R-8,400, R-9,600 and R-12,500 zones and rural 
45 cluster subdivisions, no portion of a detached non-accessory private garage or storage 
46 structure shall extend beyond the building front of existing ((single family)) single-family 
47 dwellings on adjacent lots where the adjacent dwellings are located within 10 feet of the 
48 subject property line. When a detached non-accessory private garage or storage 
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1 structure is proposed, the location of existing dwellings on adjacent properties located 
2 within 10 feet of the subject site property lines shall be shown on the site plan; 
3 (d) All detached accessory or non-accessory private garages and storage structures 
4 proposed with building footprints larger than 2,400 square feet shall provide screening or 
5 landscaping from adjacent properties pursuant to chapter 30.25 SCC; 
6 ( e) On lots less than 10 acres in size having no established residential use, only one non-
7 accessory private garage and one storage structure shall be allowed. On lots 10 acres or 
8 larger without a residence where the cumulative square footage of all existing and proposed 
9 non-accessory private garages and storage structures is 6,000 square feet or larger, a 

10 conditional use permit shall be required. 
11 (f) Where permitted, separation between multiple private garages or storage structures shall 
12 be regulated pursuant to subtitle 30.5 sec. 
13 (60) The cumulative square footage of all detached accessory and non-accessory private 
14 garages and storage structures shall not exceed 6,000 square feet on any lot less than five 
15 acres, except this provision shall not apply in the LDMR, MR, T, NB, GC, PCB, CB, FS, BP, IP, 
16 LI, HI, RB, RFS, CRC and RI zones. 
17 (61) Museums. Museums within the agriculture A-10 zone are permitted only in structures 
18 which were legally existing on October 31, 1991. 
19 (62) Accessory Apartments. See sec 30.28.01 O. 
20 (63) Temporary Woodwaste Recycling and Temporary Woodwaste Storage Facilities. See 
21 sec 30.28.090. 
22 (64) RESERVED for future use. 
23 (65) On-Site Hazardous Waste Treatment and Storage Facilities. Allowed only as an incidental 
24 use to any use generating hazardous waste which is otherwise allowed; provided that such 
25 facilities demonstrate compliance with the state siting criteria for dangerous waste management 
26 facilities pursuant to RCW 70.105.210 and WAC 173-303-282, as now written or hereafter 
27 amended. 
28 (66) An application for a conditional use permit to allow an off-site hazardous waste treatment 
29 and storage facility shall demonstrate compliance with the state siting criteria for dangerous 
30 waste management facilities pursuant to RCW 70.105.210 and WAC 173-303-282 as now 
31 written or hereafter amended. 
32 (67) Adult Entertainment Uses. See sec 30.28.015. 
33 (68) Special Building Height provisions for this use are contained in SCC 30.23.050(2)(d). 
34 (69) RESERVED for future use. 
35 (70) Equestrian Centers. Allowed with a conditional use permit on all lands zoned A-10 except 
36 in that portion of the special flood hazard area of the lower Snohomish and Stillaguamish rivers 
37 designated density fringe as described in chapter 30.65 SCC. 
38 (71) Mini-Equestrian Centers are allowed as a permitted use on all lands zoned A-10 except in 
39 that portion of the special flood hazard area of the lower Snohomish and Stillaguamish rivers 
40 designated density fringe as described in chapter 30.65 SCC. 
41 (72) Equestrian Centers and Mini-equestrian Centers require the following: 
42 (a) Five-acre minimum site size for a mini-equestrian center; 
43 (b) Covered riding arenas shall not exceed 15,000 square feet for a mini-equestrian center; 
44 provided that stabling areas, whether attached or detached, shall not be included in this 
45 calculation; 
46 (c) Any lighting of an outdoor or covered arena shall be shielded so as not to glare on 
47 surrounding properties or rights-of-way; 
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1 (d) On sites located in RC and R-5 zones, Type A landscaping as defined in SCC 30.25.017 
2 is required to screen any outside storage, including animal waste storage, and parking areas 
3 from adjacent properties; 
4 (e) Riding lessons, rentals, or shows shall only occur between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.; 
5 (f) Outside storage, including animal waste storage, and parking areas shall be set back at 
6 least 30 feet from any adjacent property line. All structures shall be set back as required in 
7 sec 30.23.110(8); and 
8 (g) The facility shall comply with all applicable county building, health, and fire code 
9 requirements. 

10 (73) Temporary Residential Sales Coach (TRSC). 
11 (a) The commercial coach shall be installed in accordance with all applicable provisions 
12 within chapter 30.54A SCC; 
13 (b) The TRSC shall be set back a minimum of 20 feet from all existing and proposed road 
14 rights-of-way and five feet from proposed and existing property lines; 
15 (c) Vehicular access to the temporary residential sales coach shall be approved by the 
16 county or state; and 
17 (d) Temporary residential sales coaches may be permitted in approved preliminary plats, 
18 prior to final plat approval, when the following additional conditions have been met: 
19 (i) plat construction plans have been approved; 
20 (ii) the fire marshal has approved the TRSC proposal; 
21 (iii) proposed lot lines for the subject lot are marked on site; and 
22 (iv) the site has been inspected for TRSC installation to verify compliance with all 
23 applicable regulations and plat conditions, and to assure that land disturbing activity, 
24 drainage, utilities infrastructure, and native growth protection areas are not adversely 
25 affected. 
26 (7 4) Golf Course and Driving Range. In the A-10 zone, artificial lighting of the golf course or 
27 driving range shall not be allowed. Land disturbing activity shall be limited in order to preserve 
28 prime farmland. At least 75 percent of prime farmland on site shall remain undisturbed. 
29 (75) Model Hobby Park. SCC 30.28.060. 
30 (76) Commercial Retail Uses. Not allowed in the Light Industrial and Industrial Park zones 
31 when said zones are located in the Maltby UGA of the comprehensive plan, and where such 
32 properties are, or can be served by railway spur lines. 
33 (77) Studio. Studio uses may require the imposition of special conditions to ensure 
34 compatibility with adjacent residential, multiple family, or rural-zoned properties. The hearing 
35 examiner may impose such conditions when deemed necessary pursuant to the provisions of 
36 chapter 30.42C SCC. The following criteria are provided for hearing examiner consideration 
37 when specific circumstances necessitate the imposition of conditions: 
38 (a) The number of nonresident artists and professionals permitted to use a studio at the 
39 same time may be limited to no more than 10 for any lot 200,000 square feet or larger in size, 
40 and limited to five for any lot less than 200,000 square feet in size; 
41 (b) The hours of facility operation may be limited; and 
42 (c) Landscape buffers may be required to visually screen facility structures or outdoor 
43 storage areas when the structures or outdoor storage areas are proposed within 100 feet of 
44 adjacent residential, multiple family, and rural-zoned properties. The buffer shall be an 
45 effective site obscuring screen consistent with Type A landscaping as defined in sec 
46 30.25.017. 
47 (78) RESERVED for future use. 
48 (79) The gross floor area of the use shall not exceed 2,000 square feet. 
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1 (80) The gross floor area of the use shall not exceed 4,000 square feet. 
2 (81) The construction contracting use in the Rural Business zone shall be subject to the 
3 following requirements: 
4 (a) The use complies with all of the performance standards required by SCC 30.31 F.100 
5 and30.31F.110; 
6 (b) Not more than 1,000 square feet of outdoor storage of materials shall be allowed and 
7 shall be screened in accordance with sec 30.25.024; 
8 (c) In addition to the provisions of subsection (81 )(b) of this section, not more than five 
9 commercial vehicles or construction machines shall be stored outdoors and shall be 

10 screened in accordance with SCC 30.25.020 and 30.25.032; 
11 (d) The on-site fueling of vehicles shall be prohibited; and 
12 (e) The storage of inoperable vehicles and hazardous or earth materials shall be prohibited. 
13 (82) Manufacturing, Heavy includes the following uses. Distillation of wood, coal, bones, or the 
14 manufacture of their by-products; explosives manufacturing; manufacture of fertilizer; extraction 
15 of animal or fish fat or oil; forge, foundry, blast furnace or melting of ore; manufacturing of acid, 
16 animal black/black bone, cement or lime, chlorine, creosote, fertilizer, glue or gelatin, potash, 
17 pulp; rendering of fat, tallow and lard, rolling or booming mills; tannery; or tar distillation and 
18 manufacturing. See sec 30.91 M.028. 
19 (83) "All other forms of manufacture not specifically listed" is a category which uses 
20 manufacturing workers, as described under the Dictionary of Occupational Titles, published by 
21 the U.S. Department of Labor, to produce, assemble or create products and which the director 
22 finds consistent with generally accepted practices and performance standards for the industrial 
23 zone where the use is proposed. See SCC 30.91 M.024 and 30.91 M.026. 
24 (84) RESERVED for future use. 
25 (85) A ((single family)) single-family dwelling may have only one guesthouse. 
26 (86) Outdoor display or storage of goods and products is prohibited on site. 
27 (87) Wedding Facility. 
28 (a) Such use is permitted only: 
29 (i) on vacant and undeveloped land; 
30 (ii) on developed land, but entirely outside of any permanent structure; 
31 (iii) partially outside of permanent structures and partially inside of one or more 
32 permanent structures which were legally existing on January 1, 2001; or 
33 (iv) entirely inside of one or more permanent structures which were legally existing on 
34 January 1, 2001; 
35 (b) The applicant shall demonstrate that the following criteria are met with respect to the 
36 activities related to the use: 
37 (i) compliance with the noise control provisions of chapter 10.01 SCC; 
38 (ii) adequate vehicular sight distance and safe turning movements exist at the access to 
39 the site consistent with the EDDS as defined in Title 13 SCC; and 
40 (iii) adequate sanitation facilities are provided on site pursuant to chapter 30.50 sec 
41 and applicable Snohomish Health District provisions; 
42 (c) Adequate on-site parking shall be provided for the use pursuant to SCC 30.26.035; and 
43 (d) A certificate of occupancy shall be obtained pursuant to chapter 30.52A SCC for the use 
44 of any existing structure. The certificate of occupancy shall be subject to an annual inspection 
45 and renewal pursuant to SCC 30.53A.160 to ensure building and fire code compliance. 
46 (88) Public/Institutional Use Designation (P/IU). When applied to land that is (a) included in an 
47 Urban Growth Area and (b) designated P/IU on the Snohomish County Future Land Use Map 
48 concurrent with or prior to its inclusion in a UGA, the R-7,200, R-8,400 and R-9,600 zones shall 
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1 allow only the following permitted or conditional uses: churches, and school instructional 
2 facilities. All other uses are prohibited within areas that meet criteria (a) and (b), unless the P/IU 
3 designation is changed. 
4 (89) Hotel/Motel Uses. Permitted in the Light Industrial zone when the following criteria are 
5 met: 
6 (a) The Light Industrial zone is located within a municipal airport boundary; 
7 (b) The municipal airport boundary includes no less than 1,000 acres of land zoned light 
8 industrial; and 
9 (c) The hotel/motel use is served by both public water and sewer. 

10 (90) Health and Social Service Facilities regulated under this title do not include secure 
11 community transition facilities (SCTFs) proposed pursuant to chapter 71.09 RCW. See SCC 
12 30.91 H.095. 
13 (a) Snohomish County is preempted from regulation of SCTFs. In accordance with the 
14 requirements of state law the county shall take all reasonable steps permitted by chapter 
15 71.09 RCW to ensure that SCTFs comply with applicable siting criteria of state law. Every 
16 effort shall be made by the county through the available state procedures to ensure strict 
17 compliance with all relevant public safety concerns, such as emergency response time, 
18 minimum distances to be maintained by the SCTF from "risk potential" locations, electronic 
19 monitoring of individual residents, household security measures and program staffing. 
20 (b) Nothing herein shall be interpreted as to prohibit or otherwise limit the county from 
21 evaluating, commenting on, or proposing public safety measures to the state of Washington 
22 in response to a proposed siting of a SCTF in Snohomish County. 
23 (c) Nothing herein shall be interpreted to require or authorize the siting of more beds or 
24 facilities in Snohomish County than the county is otherwise required to site for its SCTFs 
25 pursuant to the requirements of state law. 
26 (91) Level II Health and Social Service Uses. Allowed outside the UGA only when the use is 
27 not served by public sewer. 
28 (92) The area of the shooting range devoted to retail sales of guns, bows, and related 
29 equipment shall not exceed one-third of the gross floor area of the shooting range and shall be 
30 located within a building or structure. 
31 (93) Farmers Market. See SCC 30.28.036. 
32 (94) Farm Product Processing and Farm Support Business. See SCC 30.28.038. 
33 (95) Farmland Enterprise. See sec 30.28.037. 
34 (96) Public Events/Assemblies on Farmland. Such event or assembly shall: 
35 (a) Comply with the requirements of sec 30.53A.800; and 
36 (b) Not exceed two events per year. No event shall exceed two weeks in duration. 
37 (97) Bakery, Farm. The gross floor area of the use shall not exceed 1,000 square feet. 
38 (98) Recreational Facility Not Otherwise Listed in A-10 zone, Forestry (F), or Forestry and 
39 Recreation (F&R) zones. See sec 30.28.076. 
40 (99) Farm Stand. See SCC 30.28.039. 
41 (100) Farm Stand. Allowed as a Permitted Use (P) when sited on land designated riverway 
42 commercial farmland, upland commercial farmland or local commercial farmland in the 
43 comprehensive plan. Allowed as an Administrative Conditional Use (A) when sited on land not 
44 designated riverway commercial farmland, upland commercial farmland or local commercial 
45 farmland in the comprehensive plan. 
46 (101) Farmers Market. Allowed as a Permitted Use (P) when sited on land designated riverway 
47 commercial farmland, upland commercial farmland or local commercial farmland in the 
48 comprehensive plan. Allowed as an Administrative Conditional Use (A) when sited on land not 
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1 designated riverway commercial farmland, upland commercial farmland or local commercial 
2 farmland in the comprehensive plan. 
3 (102) Community Facilities for Juveniles in R-5 zones must be located within one mile of an 
4 active public transportation route at the time of permitting. 
5 (103) All community facilities for juveniles shall meet the performance standards set forth in 
6 sec 30.28.025. 
7 ( 104) Personal wireless service facilities are subject to development standards in chapter 
8 30.28A SCC, parking standards in SCC 30.26.030, setback requirements in SCC 30.23.110(26) 
9 or SCC 30.67.595 if within shoreline jurisdiction, and landscaping standards in chapter 30.25 

10 sec. 
11 (105) RESERVED for future use. 
12 ( 106) See SCC 30.28A.050(2) for instances when a personal wireless service facility does not 
13 require a conditional use permit. 
14 ( 107) Agricultural Composting Requirements. 
15 (a) On-farm site agricultural composting operations that comply with the requirements 
16 established in this section are allowed in the A-10 zone. These composting facilities and 
17 operations shall be constructed and operated in compliance with all applicable federal, state 
18 and local laws, statutes, rules and regulations. The Nutrient Management Plan portion of the 
19 farm's Snohomish Conservation District Farm Plan or any other established nutrient 
20 management plan must be on file with the department when any application for a land use 
21 permit or approval is submitted to the department for the development of an agricultural 
22 composting facility. Farm site agricultural composting operations shall also comply with the 
23 following criteria: 
24 (i) The composting operation shall be limited to 10 percent of the total farm site area; 
25 (ii) At least 50 percent of the composted materials shall be agricultural waste; 
26 (iii) At least 10 percent of the agricultural wastes must be generated on the farm site; 
27 (iv) A maximum of 500 cubic yards of unsuitable incidental materials accumulated in the 
28 agricultural waste such as rock, asphalt, or concrete over three inches in size may be 
29 stored at the farm composting facility until its proper removal. All incidental materials must 
30 be removed from the site yearly; and 
31 (v) A minimum of 10 percent of the total volume of the finished compost produced 
32 annually shall be spread on the farm site annually. 
33 (b) In all other zones except A-10 where agriculture is a permitted use, incidental 
34 agricultural composting of agricultural waste generated on a farm site is permitted. The 
35 agricultural composting facility shall be constructed and operated in compliance with all 
36 applicable federal, state and local laws, statutes, rules and regulations. The Nutrient 
37 Management Plan portion of the farm's Snohomish Conservation District Farm Plan or any 
38 other established nutrient management plan must be on file with the department when any 
39 permit application is submitted to the department for the development of an agricultural 
40 composting facility. 
41 (108) RESERVED for future use. (Urban Center Demonstration Program projects - DELETED 
42 by Ord. 09-079) 
43 (109) Privately operated off-road vehicle (ORV) use areas shall be allowed by conditional use 
44 permit on Forestry and Recreation (F&R) zoned property designated Forest on the 
45 comprehensive plan future land use map. These areas shall be identified by an F&R ORV suffix 
46 on the zoning map. Privately operated ORV use areas are regulated pursuant to SCC 30.28.080 
47 and 30.28.086 and other applicable county codes. 
48 (110) RESERVED forfuture use. 
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1 (111) RESERVED for future use. 
2 ( 112) RESERVED for future use. (Transfer of Development Rights receiving area overlay 
3 DELETED by Amended Ord. 13-064) 
4 (113) Privately Operated Motocross Racetracks. Allowed by conditional use permit, and are 
5 regulated pursuant to SCC 30.28.100 and 30.28.105, and other applicable county codes. 
6 Motocross racetracks are allowed in the Forestry and Recreation (F&R) zone only on 
7 commercial forest lands. 
8 (114) New AM Radio Towers are prohibited. AM radio towers either constructed before 
9 October 13, 2010, or with complete applications for all permits and approvals required for 

10 construction before October 13, 2010, shall not be considered nonconforming uses and they 
11 may be repaired, replaced, and reconfigured as to the number and dimensions of towers so 
12 long as the repair, replacement, or reconfiguration occurs on the parcel where the tower was 
13 originally constructed or permitted and it does not increase the number of AM radio towers 
14 constructed on the parcel. 
15 (115) This use is prohibited in the R-5 zone with the Mineral Resource Overlay (MRO). Public 
16 park is a permitted use on reclaimed portions of mineral excavation sites with the MRO. 
17 (116) See cottage housing design standard requirements in chapter 30.41G SCC. 
18 ( 117) RESERVED for future use. 
19 ( 118) RESERVED for future use. 
20 ( 119) Only building mounted personal wireless service facilities or personal wireless service 
21 facilities located on utility poles, streetlight poles, or traffic signal poles as specified in SCC 
22 30.28A.055 shall be permitted. 
23 (120) Allowed as a conditional use only with a Park-and-Pool Lot or a Park-and-Ride Lot. 
24 (121) Permitted as an incidental use with a permitted use, conditional use or administrative 
25 conditional use. 
26 ( 122) Products or merchandise offered for sale or storage by a business may be located 
27 outdoors; provided, that: 
28 (a) The area occupied by the display shall not exceed 500 square feet; and 
29 (b) Public sidewalks shall not be enclosed as space for sales or storage by fencing or other 
30 means that effectively limits public use of the sidewalk. 
31 (123) Such uses, except those as provided for in SCC 30.34A.010(4)(d), are permitted only in 
32 structures which are legally existing on May 29, 2010. Such uses, except those as provided for 
33 in SCC 30.34A.010(4)(d), shall also comply with subsection (122) of this section. 
34 (124) The minimum lot size for marijuana related facilities is 100,000 square feet. Marijuana 
35 production and marijuana processing are allowed indoors and outdoors, including in 
36 greenhouses and other structures pursuant to chapter 314-55 WAC. In the A-10 zone, 
37 marijuana uses shall be subject to the same regulations that apply to agricultural uses and not 
38 subject to any more restrictive regulations except as specifically provided in this title and in state 
39 law. Marijuana processing is only allowed when there is a marijuana production facility on site. 
40 Marijuana facilities are subject to special setbacks pursuant to SCC 30.23.110(28). 
41 ( 125) Marijuana production and processing is permitted indoors only; no outdoor production or 
42 processing is allowed. 
43 ( 126) RESERVED for future use. 
44 ( 127) Campgrounds and recreational facilities not otherwise listed are not allowed on land 
45 designated Local Forest in the comprehensive plan. 
46 ( 128) Development applications for all non-tribally owned, fee-simple properties designated 
47 Reservation Commercial on the Snohomish County Future Land Use Map must include an 
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1 archaeology site report pursuant to SCC 30.32D.200(3)(b) or relocate the project to avoid 
2 impacts to any archaeological resources. 
3 ( 129) Development within an airport compatibility area is subject to the requirements of chapter 
4 30.32E sec. 
5 (130) On land designated as riverway commercial farmland, upland commercial farmland or 
6 local commercial farmland or land zoned A-10 the following additional requirements apply: 
7 (a) the applicant must demonstrate that the use is incidental to the primary use of the site 
8 for agricultural purposes and supports, promotes or sustains agricultural operations and 
9 production; 

10 (b) the use must be located, designed, and operated so as to not interfere with, and to 
11 support the continuation of, the overall agricultural use of the property and neighboring 
12 properties; 
13 (c) the use and all activities and structures related to the use must be consistent with the 
14 size, scale, and intensity of the existing agricultural use of the property and the existing 
15 buildings on the site; 
16 (d) the use and all activities and structures related to the use must be located within the 
17 general area of the property that is already developed for buildings and residential uses; 
18 ( e) where the property is less than 10 acres in size, the use and all structures and activities 
19 related to the use shall not convert more than 10 percent of agricultural land to 
20 nonagricultural uses; 
21 (f) where the property is 10 acres in size or more, the use and all structures and activities 
22 related to the use shall not convert more than one acre of agricultural land to nonagricultural 
23 uses; and 
24 (g) any land disturbing activity required to support the use shall be limited to preserve prime 
25 farmland. 
26 The provisions of subsections (130)(a) through (130)(f) of this section do not apply to any 
27 land under ownership or acquired before May 24, 2015, by any local, county, regional, or 
28 state agency for recreation, public park and/or trail purposes. Any new development, 
29 alterations or reconstruction on these properties shall meet subsection ( 130)(g) of this section 
30 and the requirements of the A-10 zone. All buildings and parking areas shall be set back a 
31 minimum of 50 feet from the property boundaries. If the park or trail use produces adverse 
32 conditions that will unduly affect an adjacent agricultural use, the director may impose a 
33 larger setback to alleviate the effects of such adverse conditions, which include but are not 
34 limited to noise, vibration, dust, and light. 
35 ( 131) Marijuana-related facilities are prohibited within the exterior boundaries of the Tulalip 
36 Indian Reservation. 
37 ( 132) Marijuana Retail. See sec 30.28.120. 
38 ( 133) Only the following uses are permitted in the CRC zone: clubhouses, grooming parlors, 
39 personal service shops, offices, tool sales and rental, locksmith, home improvement centers, 
40 retail bakeries, drug stores, grocery stores, hardware stores, general retail, second hand stores, 
41 specialty stores, and tire stores. 
42 (134) Material Recovery Facility. See sec 30.28.110. 
43 ( 135) Retail, general uses may be allowed with an administrative conditional use permit only 
44 when part of a new mixed-use development that includes residential dwellings or when 
45 occupying a former residential structure ( or portion of a residential structure). The proposed 
46 retail use in the MR zone must meet the following criteria: 
47 (a) The retail use has frontage on an arterial road as shown on the Countywide Arterial 
48 Circulation Map; 
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1 (b) The gross leasable area of retail space may not exceed 6,000 square feet; and 
2 (c) Products or merchandise offered for sale or storage by a business may be located 
3 outdoors except that the area occupied by the display may not exceed 500 square feet and 
4 public sidewalks may not be enclosed as space for sales or storage by fencing or other 
5 means that effectively limits public use of the sidewalk. 
6 (136) Within the NB zone, this use is only permitted when the Future Land Use Map in the 
7 comprehensive plan designates the site as Urban Village. 
8 (137) Recycling Facility. See SCC 30.28.112. 
9 (138) Licensed practitioners and medical clinics may be conditionally permitted as the sole use 

10 on a site. Cleaning establishments, grooming parlors, and personal service shops may only be 
11 conditionally permitted when part of a development that includes residential dwellings or when 
12 occupying a former residential structure ( or portion of a residential structure). 
13 
14 Section 7. Snohomish County Code Section 30.23.110, last amended by Amended Ordinance 
15 No. 18-011 on March 21, 2018, is amended to read: 
16 
17 30.23.110 - Special setbacks for certain uses. 
18 
19 This section supplements the normal setbacks required by the underlying zone for the specified 
20 use. 
21 (1) Agriculture. All structures used for housing or feeding animals, not including household pets, 
22 shall be located at least 30 feet from all property lines. 
23 (2) Amusement Facilities. Theaters must be at least 300 feet from the property line of any 
24 preschool or K-12 school. Other amusement facilities must be at least 500 feet from the 
25 property line of any park, playground, preschool, or K-12 school. Distances shall be measured 
26 horizontally by following a straight line from the nearest point in the building in which the 
27 amusement facility will be located, to the nearest property line of a parcel which contains a park, 
28 playground, preschool, or K-12 school. 
29 (3) Art Gallery. All buildings must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a residential zone. 
30 (4) Cemetery, Mausoleum, and Crematoriums. All buildings must be at least 50 feet from 
31 external boundaries of the property. 
32 (5) Church. All buildings must be at least 25 feet from any other lot in a residential zone. 
33 (6) Dock and Boathouse. Covered structures must be at least three feet from any side lot line or 
34 extension thereof. No setback from adjacent properties is required for any uncovered structure, 
35 and no setback from the water is required for any structure permitted hereunder, except that 
36 setbacks for docks and boathouses located in shoreline jurisdiction are regulated under SCC 
37 ((30.67.515)) 30.67.517. 
38 (7) Educational Institutions. 
39 (a) All buildings shall be set back at least 35 feet from all external property lines; and 
40 (b) All buildings shall be set back from all road network elements, except a driveway. The 
41 setback shall be the greater of either 75 feet from the centerline of a road network element, 
42 or 45 feet from the edge of a road network element. 
43 (8) Equestrian Center and Mini-Equestrian Center. Open or covered arenas must be at least 50 
44 feet from any external property line. New structures located on or adjacent to lands subject to 
45 chapter 30.32A sec shall comply with all applicable setbacks. 
46 (9) Governmental Structure or Facility. All structures must be at least 20 feet from any other lot 
47 in a residential zone. 
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1 (10) Health and Social Service Facility, Level II. All buildings must be at least 30 feet from all 
2 external property boundaries. 
3 (11) Kennel, Commercial; Kennel, Private-Breeding; or Kennel, Private-Non-Breeding. All 
4 animal runs, and all buildings and structures devoted primarily to housing animals, must be at 
5 least 30 feet from all external property lines. 
6 ( 12) Library. All buildings must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a residential zone. 
7 (13) Museum. All buildings must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a residential zone. 
8 ( 14) Office, Licensed Practitioners. All buildings must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a 
9 residential zone. 

10 (15) Race Track. The track must be at least 50 feet from all external property lines. 
11 (16) Rural Industry. All buildings and structures, storage areas, or other activities (except sales 
12 stands) occurring outside of a residential structure must be at least 20 feet from any property 
13 line. 
14 (17) School, Preschool and K-12. 
15 (a) All buildings shall be set back at least 35 feet from all external property lines; and 
16 (b) All buildings shall be set back from all road network elements, except a driveway. The 
17 setback shall be the greater of either 75 feet from the centerline of a road network element, or 
18 45 feet from the edge of the road network element. 
19 (18) Service Station Pump Island or Canopy. The following setbacks shall be applied from all 
20 road network elements, except for a driveway: 
21 (a) The setback for a pump island, where the width of the road network element is less than 
22 60 feet, shall be 45 feet from the centerline of the road network element. 
23 (b) The setback for a pump island, where the road network element is 60 feet or wider, shall 
24 be one-half the width of the road network element plus 15 feet. 
25 (c) The setback for a canopy, where the road network element is less than 60 feet, shall be 
26 35 feet from the centerline of the road network element. 
27 (d) The setback for a canopy, where the road network element is 60 feet or wider, shall be 
28 one-half the width of the road network element plus five feet. 
29 ( 19) Small Animal Husbandry. All structures used for housing or feeding animals must be at 
30 least 30 feet from all property lines. 
31 (20) Detached accessory or non-accessory storage structures and private garages with building 
32 footprints over 2,400 square feet must be at least 15 feet from any external property line; 
33 provided, that parcels abutting open space tracts shall have a five-foot setback from the open 
34 space. Storage structures and private garages over 4,000 square feet in size must be set back 
35 at least 20 feet from any external property line; provided, that parcels abutting open space tracts 
36 shall have a five-foot setback from the open space. 
37 (21) RESERVED for future use. 
38 (22) Studio. All buildings must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a residential, multiple-
39 family, or rural zone. The hearing examiner may require an additional setback distance when 
40 necessary to maintain compatibility of the proposed building with residential uses on adjoining 
41 properties. 
42 (23) Swimming or Wading Pool. The pool must be at least five feet from any property line. 
43 (24) Tavern. The use must be at least 500 feet from the external property lines of all public 
44 school grounds and public parks or playgrounds. 
45 (25) Utility Structures. All structures must be at least 20 feet from any other lot in a residential 
46 zone. 
47 (26) Personal Wireless Service Facilities. 
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1 (a) The setbacks of a tower used for a personal wireless service facility shall be measured 
2 from the base of the structure to the property line of the parcel on which it is located. Where 
3 guy wire supports are used, setbacks shall be measured from the base of the guy wire 
4 anchored to the ground, rather than the base of the structure, except as provided for in SCC 
5 30.23.110(26)(b). 
6 (b) In zones categorized as Rural or Resource under sec 30.21.020, any public road right-
7 of-way may be included in the setback calculation. In all other zones categorized under SCC 
8 30.21.020, public road right-of-way shall not be included in the setback calculation. 
9 (c) A tower shall be set back from a property line with a minimum of 50 feet, except as 

10 provided for in sec 30.23.110(26)( d) through 30.23.110(26)(f). For the purposes of this 
11 subsection, a personal wireless service facility's lease area boundaries shall not be 
12 considered property lines. 
13 (d) Setbacks may be modified by the approving authority to no less than 20 feet from a 
14 property line only if there is significant existing vegetation, topography, or some other land 
15 feature that will provide a higher level of screening of the facility. In accordance with SCC 
16 30.25.025(2), a Native Vegetation Retention Area (NVRA) shall be established and 
17 maintained when this provision is used. 
18 ( e) Personal wireless service facilities located on utility structures, streetlight poles, traffic 
19 signal poles, or existing structures shall not be subject to the personal wireless service facility 
20 special setback requirements of SCC 30.23.110(26)(a) through 30.23.110(26)(c). 
21 (f) Towers and auxiliary support equipment located on parcels adjacent to forest lands or 
22 lands designated local forest shall be set back in accordance with SCC 30.32A.110. 
23 (g) To minimize the potential for birds to collide into antennas and towers, personal wireless 
24 service facilities shall not be located within the recommended construction buffer zone for 
25 birds listed as priority species by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife as 
26 described in its Management Recommendations for Washington's Priority Species Volume 
27 IV: Birds (revised March 2012), or listed as endangered or threatened species under the 
28 federal Endangered Species Act (50 CFR Part 17), and as amended, unless the applicant 
29 demonstrates that the proposed location will not have a significant impact on such birds. 
30 (h) In no case shall a tower be constructed so that its base is closer to an existing dwelling 
31 than a distance equal to the height of the tower, unless the owner of such dwelling consents 
32 in writing that a closer distance is permitted. 
33 (27) Excavation and Processing of Minerals. 
34 (a) Minimum setbacks, as measured from the nearest edge of active mining or processing, 
35 shall be established as follows: 
36 (i) Distance from property line: 50 feet; 
37 (ii) Distance from any public road or right-of-way: 50 feet; 
38 (iii) Distance from residences: 100 feet; provided, that the residence is located on a site(s) 
39 designated and zoned for residential use; 
40 (iv) Distance from parks, schools, hospitals and/or libraries in existence at the time of 
41 permit application: one-fourth mile (1,320 feet); 
42 (v) Distance from UGA boundary: one-fourth mile (1,320 feet). 
43 (b) No mining, processing or permanent buildings shall be located within the setback. 
44 (c) Structures or buildings associated with mineral operations shall be located at least 100 
45 feet from a developed residential property line. 
46 (28) Marijuana production and marijuana processing. The minimum setback for outdoor 
47 marijuana production or marijuana processing facilities shall be at least 50 feet from any 
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1 property line. The minimum setback for indoor marijuana production or marijuana processing 
2 facilities shall be at least 30 feet from any property line. 
3 
4 Section 8. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.020, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
5 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
6 
7 30.44.020 Development not subject to the Shoreline Management Act. 
8 The following developments are not required to meet the requirements of the Shoreline 
9 Management Act, chapter 90.58 RCW, as described below: 

10 ( 1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any legal requirement under the Shoreline 
11 Management Act, including any standard, limitation, rule, or order is superseded and replaced in 
12 accordance with the terms and provisions of an environmental excellence program agreement, 
13 entered into under chapter 43.21 K RCW. 
14 (2) ((The procedural requirements of the Shoreline Management Aot shall not apply to)) 
15 Requirements to obtain a shoreline substantial development permit, shoreline conditional use 
16 permit, shoreline variance or other review under chapter 90.58 RCW or the SMP shall not apply 
17 to: 
18 @2 ((3A-Y)) Any person conducting a remedial action at a facility pursuant to a consent 
19 decree, order, or agreed order issued pursuant to chapter 70.1050 RCW, or to the 
20 department of ecology when it conducts a remedial action under chapter 70.1050 RCW. 
21 The department of ecology shall ensure compliance with the substantive requirements of 
22 chapter 90.58 RCW through the consent decree, order, or agreed order issued pursuant 
23 to chapter 70.1050 RCW, or during the department-conducted remedial action, through 
24 the procedures developed by the department pursuant to RCW 70.1050.090((-:-)t 
25 (b) Any person installing site improvements for stormwater treatment in an existing 
26 boatyard facility to meet requirements of a national pollutant discharge elimination 
27 system stormwater general permit; and 
28 (c) Washington State Department of Transportation projects and activities meeting the 
29 conditions of RCW 90.58.356. 
30 (3) The holder of a certification under chapter 80.50 RCW shall not be required to obtain a 
31 permit under chapter 90.58 RCW or the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. 
32 
33 Section 9. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.040, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
34 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
35 
36 30.44.040 Letter of exemption from the shoreline substantial development permit 
37 requirements. 
38 ill When a development falls within the exemptions stated in SCC 30.44.020 or 30.44.120, the 
39 department shall prepare a letter addressed to the applicant and the regional office of the 
40 department of ecology, exempting the development from the shoreline substantial development 
41 permit requirements of chapter 90.58 RCW when either of the following applies: 
42 ((f-B)) Lill The development is subject to a U.S. Corps of Engineers Section 10 permit under the 
43 Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, or a Section 404 permit under the federal Water Pollution Control 
44 Actof1972;or 
45 (((-2-))) {Q} The property owner requests an official letter of exemption. 
46 (((-Jj))L2..}_ All shoreline exemptions stated in sec 30.44.020 and 30.44.120 shall be tracked within 
47 the county AMANDA data base tracking system. 
48 
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1 Section 10. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.120, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
2 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
3 
4 30.44.120 Exemptions from shoreline substantial development permits. 
5 (1) The following types of development must be consistent with the policies and provisions of 
6 the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP, but are not considered shoreline substantial 
7 developments for purposes of this chapter and are not required to obtain a shoreline substantial 
8 development permit: 
9 (a) Any development of which the total cost or fair market value, whichever is higher, does 

10 not exceed the dollar threshold established or as hereafter adjusted by the state office of 
11 financial management pursuant to WAC 173-27-040(2)(a), provided such development 
12 does not materially interfere with the normal public use of the water or shorelines of the 
13 state; 
14 (b) Normal maintenance or repair of existing structures or developments, including 
15 damage by accident, fire, or elements; 
16 (c) Construction of the normal protective bulkhead common to ((single family)) single-
17 family residences; 
18 (d) Emergency temporary construction necessary to protect property from damage by the 
19 elements consistent with the provisions in SCC 30.44.280; 
20 (e) Construction and practices normal or necessary for farming, irrigation, and ranching 
21 activities, including agricultural service roads and utilities on shorelands, and the 
22 construction and maintenance of irrigation structures including but not limited to head 
23 gates, pumping facilities, and irrigation channels. A feedlot of any size, all processing 
24 plants, other activities of a commercial nature, alteration of the contour of the shorelands 
25 by leveling or filling other than that which results from normal cultivation, shall not be 
26 considered normal or necessary farming or ranching activities. A feedlot shall be an 
27 enclosure or facility used or capable of being used for feeding livestock hay, grain, silage, 
28 or other livestock feed, but shall not include land for growing crops or vegetation for 
29 livestock feeding and/or grazing, nor shall it include normal livestock wintering operations; 
30 (f) Construction or modification of navigational aids, such as channel markers and anchor 
31 buoys; 
32 (g) Construction on shorelands by an owner, lessee, or contract purchaser, of a ((s+A-§te 
33 fa.m.Hy)) single-family residence for owner or owner's family use, which residence does not 
34 exceed a height of 35 feet above average grade level, and which meets all requirements 
35 of the state and local governments having jurisdiction thereof, other than requirements 
36 imposed pursuant to this title. Construction authorized under this exemption shall be 
37 located landward of the ordinary high water mark; 
38 {h) Construction of a dock, including a community dock, designed for pleasure craft only, 
39 for the private noncommercial use of the owner, lessee, or contract purchaser of single-
40 family and multiple-family residences. For the purpose of this section, a "dock" is a landing 
41 and moorage facility for watercraft and does not include recreational decks, storage 
42 facilities or other appurtenances. This exception applies ((to docks for which the cost or 
43 fair market value, whichever is higher, does not exceed)) if either: 
44 (i) in salt waters, the fair market value of the dock does not exceed $2,500 {{fA---Sa+t 
45 waters)); or 
46 (ii) in fresh waters, the fair market value of the dock does not exceed: 
47 (A) $22,500 for docks that are constructed to replace existing docks and are of 
48 equal or lesser square footage than the existing dock being replaced; or 
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1 (B) $11,200 for all other docks constructed in fresh waters. (($10,000 in fresh 
2 waters, but if)) 
3 !f_subsequent construction ((having a fair market value exceeding $2,500)) occurs within 
4 five years of completion of the prior construction, ((the subsequent construction shall be 
5 considered a substantial development for the purpose of this chapter)) and the combined 
6 fair market value of the subsequent and prior construction exceeds the amount specified 
7 in SCC 30.44.120(1 )(h)(i) or (ii). the subsequent construction shall be considered a 
8 substantial development for the purpose of this chapter. Pursuant to RCW 
9 90.58.030(3)(e)(vii). all dollar thresholds in this subsection must be adjusted for inflation 

10 by the state office of financial management every five years. beginning July 1. 2018. 
11 based upon changes in the consumer price index during that time period; 
12 (i) Operation, maintenance, or construction of canals, waterways, drains, reservoirs, or 
13 other facilities that now exist or are hereafter created or developed as a part of an 
14 irrigation system for the primary purpose of making use of system waters, including return 
15 flow and artificially stored groundwater from the irrigation of lands; 
16 (j) The marking of property lines or corners on state-owned lands, when such marking 
17 does not significantly interfere with normal public use of the surface of the water; 
18 (k) Operation and maintenance of any system of dikes, ditches, drains, or other facilities 
19 existing on September 8, 1975, which were created, developed, or utilized primarily as a 
20 part of an agricultural drainage or diking system; 
21 (I) Site exploration and investigation activities that are prerequisite to preparation of an 
22 application for development authorization under this chapter, if: 
23 (i) the activity does not interfere with the normal public use of the surface waters; 
24 (ii) the activity will have no significant adverse impact on the environment including, 
25 but not limited to, fish, wildlife, fish or wildlife habitat, water quality, and aesthetic 
26 values; 
27 (iii) the activity does not involve the installation of a structure, and upon completion of 
28 the activity the vegetation and land configuration of the site are restored to conditions 
29 existing before the activity; 
30 (iv) a private entity seeking development authorization under this section first posts a 
31 performance bond or provides other evidence of financial responsibility to the county 
32 to ensure that the site is restored to preexisting conditions; and 
33 (v) the activity is not subject to the permit requirements of RCW 90.58.550 for oil or 
34 natural gas exploration in marine waters; 
35 (m) The process of removing or controlling an aquatic noxious weed, as defined in 
36 RCW 17.26.020, through the use of an herbicide or other treatment methods applicable to 
37 weed control that are recommended by a final environmental impact statement published 
38 by the state department of agriculture or the department ((GF)) of ecology jointly with other 
39 state or local agencies under chapter 43.21 C RCW; 
40 (n) A public or private project that is designed to improve fish or wildlife habitat or fish 
41 passage when the criteria in RCW 90.58.147 are met; ((aoo)) 
42 (o) Watershed restoration projects as defined in RCW 89.08.460(H); and 
43 (p) The external or internal retrofitting of an existing structure with the exclusive purpose of 
44 compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et 
45 seq., or to otherwise provide physical access to the structure by individuals with 
46 disabilities. 
47 (2) Whenever a development falls within the exemptions enumerated in this section, and the 
48 development is subject to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers section 10 permit under the Rivers 
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1 and Harbors Act of 1899 or a section 404 permit under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
2 of 1972, Snohomish County shall prepare a letter addressed to the applicant and the regional 
3 office of the ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology, indicating the specific exemption 
4 provision that is being applied to the development and providing a summary of the county's 
5 analysis of the consistency of the development with the Shoreline Management Act and the 
6 SMP. 
7 

8 Section 11. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.220, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
9 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 

10 
11 30.44.220 Time requirements for shoreline permits. 
12 The following time requirements shall apply to all shoreline substantial development, shoreline 
13 conditional use, and shoreline variance permits: 
14 (1) Each permit for a shoreline substantial development, conditional use or variance issued by 
15 the county shall contain a provision that construction shall not begin and is not authorized until 
16 21 days from the date of ((receipt)) filing as defined in SCC 30.44.230(2), or until all review 
17 proceedings initiated within 21 days from the date of ((receipt)) filing have been terminated; 
18 except as provided in RCW 90.58.140(5)(a}--ano,. (b}, and (c) or sec 30.44.280. 
19 (2) The effective date of an approved shoreline substantial development permit shall be 
20 the date of ((receipt)) filing as provided in SCC 30.44.230(2)(a). The effective date of an 
21 approved shoreline conditional use or variance permit shall be the date of ((receipt)) filing as 
22 provided in SCC 30.44.230(2)(b). When the department simultaneously transmits to the state 
23 department of ecology its decision on a shoreline substantial development permit along with its 
24 recommendation on a shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance, or both, "date of 
25 filing" has the same meaning as established in SCC 30.44.230(2)(b). 
26 (3) Construction activities shall be commenced or, where no construction activities are involved, 
27 the use or activity shall be commenced within two years of the effective date of a substantial 
28 development permit. Substantial progress towards construction shall include, but not be limited 
29 to the letting of bids, making of contracts, purchase of materials involved in development, but 
30 shall not include development or initiation of uses which are inconsistent with the policies and 
31 regulations of the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. The department may authorize a 
32 single extension for a period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors, if a request 
33 for extension has been filed before the expiration date and notice of the proposed extension is 
34 given to parties of record on the substantial development permit and to the state ((Department 
35 of Ecology)) department of ecology. 
36 ( 4) Authorization to conduct development activities shall terminate five years after the effective 
37 date of a substantial development permit. The county may authorize a single extension for a 
38 period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors, if a request for extension has been 
39 filed before the expiration date and notice of the proposed extension is given to parties of record 
40 and to the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology. 
41 (5) Determination of the time periods described in 30.44.220(3) and (4) shall not include the 
42 time during which construction or the use or activity was not actually pursued due to the 
43 pendency of administrative appeals or legal actions or due to the need to obtain any other 
44 government permits and approvals for the development that authorize the development to 
45 proceed, including all reasonably related administrative or legal actions on any such permits or 
46 approvals. 
47 (6) Shoreline permits for mitigation banks and in-lieu fee programs addressing shoreline 
48 ecological functions shall expire five years after the effective date of an approved permit 
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1 pursuant to SCC 30.44.220(2). The county may authorize extensions upon a finding of good 
2 cause, based on requirements and circumstances of the project proposed and consistent with 
3 the policy and provisions of the SMP and chapter 173-27 WAC, if a request for extension has 
4 been filed before the expiration date and provided that the Memorandum of Agreement, 
5 Mitigation Bank Instrument or other documentation authorizing the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee 
6 program remains valid. Notice of the proposed extension shall be given to all parties signatory 
7 to the authorizing documents, the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology and to 
8 all parties of record. Extensions may be granted as needed to fulfill the project phases outlined 
9 in the authorizing documentation provided that each granted extension is valid for a period not 

10 to exceed five years. In reviewing requests for extensions, if environmental conditions or life, 
11 health and safety issues arise that were not adequately addressed by the currently valid 
12 shoreline permit, shoreline permit conditions may be added or revised. If additions or revisions 
13 are necessary, a fee will be assessed as provided in SCC 30.86.310. Extensions of shoreline 
14 conditional use permits or shoreline variances must be approved by the state ((Department of 
15 Ecology)) department of ecology. 
16 (7) Nothing in chapter 30.44 SCC shall preclude the county from issuing permits with a fixed 
17 termination date of less than five years. 
18 
19 Section 12. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.230, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
20 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
21 
22 30.44.230 Filing with the state Department of Ecology. 
23 (1) Any final decision by the county on an application for a shoreline permit or a shoreline permit 
24 revision shall be ((fi.l.eG)) mailed using return receipt requested mail ((with)) to the state 
25 ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology within ten calendar days of the county's final 
26 decision, as defined pursuant to WAC 173-27-130(1). When a shoreline substantial 
27 development permit and a shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance. or both, are 
28 required for a development, the county shall transmit its final decision on the shoreline 
29 substantial development permit and its recommendation on the shoreline conditional use permit 
30 or shoreline variance. or both. concurrently. Documents to be submitted to the regional office of 
31 the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology shall include: 
32 (a) A copy of the complete application; 
33 (b) Findings and conclusions that establish the basis for the decision including but not 
34 limited to identification of shoreline environment designation, applicable master program 
35 policies and regulations and the consistency of the project with appropriate review criteria 
36 for the type of permit(s); 
37 (c) The final decision of the local government; 
38 (d) The permit data sheet; and 
39 (e) Where applicable, documents required by chapter 30.61 SCC and 
40 chapter 43.21 C RCW, the State Environmental Policy Act, or in lieu thereof, a statement 
41 summarizing the actions and dates of such actions taken under chapter 43.21 C RCW. 
42 (2) For the purposes of this chapter, "date of ((receipt)) filing" refers to: 
43 (a) The date ((on 1.vhich the applicant receives written notice from)) the state ((Department 
44 of Ecology acknoviledging receipt of)) department of ecology receives the county's final 
45 decision to approve or deny a shoreline substantial development permit; or 
46 (b) The date ( ( on which the county or the applicant receives the written decision of)) the 
47 state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology's decision on a variance or 
48 conditional use permit is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. 
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1 (c) When the department simultaneously transmits to the state department of ecology its 
2 decision on a shoreline substantial development permit with its recommendation on either 
3 a shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance, or both, "date of filing" has the 
4 same meaning as sec 30.44.230(2)(b). 
5 

6 Section 13. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.250, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
7 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
8 
9 30.44.250 Appeals. 

10 Any person aggrieved by the granting, denying or rescinding of a shoreline permit may seek 
11 review from the state shorelines hearings board by filing a petition for review within 21 days of 
12 the date of ((receipt)) filing as defined in sec 30.44.230(2). 
13 
14 Section 14. Snohomish County Code Section 30.44.270, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
15 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
16 
17 30.44.270 Revisions to shoreline permits. 
18 ( 1) A permit revision is required whenever an applicant proposes substantive changes to the 
19 design, terms or conditions of a project from those that were approved in the shoreline permit. 
20 Changes are considered substantive if they materially alter the project in a manner that relates 
21 to its conformance to the terms and conditions of the permit, the SMP or the policies and 
22 provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW. Changes which are not substantive in effect do not require 
23 approval of a revision. When an applicant seeks to revise a permit, the applicant must submit to 
24 the department detailed plans and text describing the proposed changes. 
25 (2) If the department determines that the proposed changes are within the scope and intent of 
26 the original permit, and are consistent with the SMP and chapter 90.58 RCW, a revision may be 
27 approved. "Within the scope and intent of the original permit" as used in this section means all 
28 of the following: 
29 (a) No additional over-water construction is involved except that pier, dock, or float 
30 construction may be increased by 500 square feet or ten percent from the provisions of 
31 the original permit, whichever is less; 
32 (b) Lot coverage and height may be increased a maximum of ten percent from the 
33 provisions of the original permit; 
34 (c) The revised permit does not authorize development to exceed height, lot coverage, 
35 setback, or any other requirements of the SMP except as authorized under a variance 
36 granted as the original permit or part thereof; 
37 (d) Additional or revised landscaping is consistent with any of the conditions of the original 
38 permit and with the SMP; 
39 (e) The use authorized in the original permit is not changed; and 
40 (f) No adverse environmental impact will be caused by the project revision. 
41 (3) Revisions to permits may be authorized after the original permit authorization has expired 
42 under SCC 30.44.220. The purpose of such revisions shall be limited to authorization of 
43 changes which are consistent with this section and which would not require a permit for the 
44 development or change proposed under chapter 90.58 RCW, the SMP and this section. If the 
45 proposed change constitutes substantial development, then a new permit is required. Provided, 
46 this subsection shall not be used to extend the time requirements of the original permit or to 
47 authorize substantial development beyond the time limits of the original permit. 
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1 ( 4) If the sum of the proposed revision and any previously approved revisions violate the 
2 provisions in SCC 30.44.270(3), the department shall require that the applicant apply for a new 
3 permit. 
4 (5) The revision approval, including the revised site plans and text consistent with the provisions 
5 of SCC 30.44.205 as necessary to clearly indicate the authorized changes, and the final ruling 
6 on consistency with this section shall be filed with the state ((Department of Ecology)) 
7 department of ecology. In addition, the county shall notify parties of record of the action. 
8 (6) If the revision to the original permit involves a conditional use or variance, the department 
9 shall submit the revision to the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology for 

10 approval, approval with conditions, or denial, and shall indicate that the revision is being 
11 submitted under the requirements of WAC 173-27-100(6 ). The state ( (Department of Ecology)) 
12 department of ecology shall render and transmit to the county and the applicant its final decision 
13 within 15 days of the date of its receipt of the submittal from the county. The department shall 
14 notify parties of record of the state ((Department of Ecology's)) department of ecology's final 
15 decision. 
16 (7) The revised permit is effective immediately upon final decision by the county or, when 
17 appropriate under SCC 30.44.270(6), upon final action by the state ((Department of Ecology)) 
18 department of ecology. 
19 (8) Appeals shall be to the state shorelines hearings board in accordance with 
20 RCW 90.58.180 and shall be filed within 21 days from the date of receipt of the county's action 
21 by the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology or, when appropriate under 
22 SCC 30.44.270(6) of this section, the date the state ((Department of Ecology's)) department of 
23 ecology's final decision is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. Appeals shall be based 
24 only upon contentions of noncompliance with the provisions of SCC 30.44.270(2). Construction 
25 undertaken pursuant to that portion of a revised permit not authorized under the original permit 
26 is at the applicant's own risk until the expiration of the appeal deadline. If an appeal is 
27 successful in proving that a revision is not within the scope and intent of the original permit, the 
28 decision shall have no bearing on the original permit. 
29 
30 Section 15. A new section is added to chapter 30.44 of the Snohomish County Code to read: 
31 
32 30.44.300 Ordinary high water mark determinations. 
33 Ordinary high water mark determinations shall be made using the state department of ecology's 
34 guidance document titled Determining the Ordinary High Water Mark for Shoreline Management 
35 Act Compliance in Washington State (Publication No. 16-06-029}, dated October 2016 or as 
36 subsequently amended or revised. 
37 
38 Section 16. Snohomish County Code Section 30.62A.330, last amended by Amended 
39 Ordinance No. 15-034 on September 2, 2015, is amended to read: 
40 
41 30.62A.330 Standards and requirements for activities conducted within streams, lakes 
42 and marine waters. 
43 This section provides standards and requirements for activities conducted within streams, lakes 
44 and marine waters. Protection of streams, lakes and marine waters is inextricably linked to 
45 protection of the adjacent buffers. Standards and requirements for buffers adjacent to streams, 
46 lakes and marine waters are found in sec 30.62A.320. 
47 (1) Standards and requirements for streams, lakes and marine waters - no mitigation required. 
48 Any development activity, action requiring project permit or clearing that does not encroach into 
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1 streams, lakes or marine waters and provides buffers consistent with the requirements of sec 
2 30.62A.320(1) satisfies the avoidance criteria of SCC 30.62A.310(3) and ((oo)) does not require 
3 mitigation. 
4 (2) Standards and requirements for streams, lakes and marine waters - mitigation required. All 
5 actions, structures or facilities listed in this section are allowed only when they are determined to 
6 be unavoidable pursuant to SCC 30.62A.310(3), and are conducted according to the standards 
7 and requirements identified in this section. When a permit is required, an applicant must also 
8 provide a critical area study meeting the requirements of SCC 30.62A.140 and a mitigation plan 
9 meeting the requirements of sec 30.62A.150. 

10 (a) All development activities, actions requiring project permits and clearing shall meet the 
11 following requirements: 
12 (i) the project shall be sited and designed to prevent the need for shoreline or bank 
13 stabilization and structural flood hazard protection measures for the life of the 
14 development; 
15 (ii) the project shall be sited and designed to avoid the need for new or maintenance 
16 dredging; and 
17 (iii) the project shall not obstruct the source and movement of sediment from bluffs 
18 along marine waters except as necessary pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section. 
19 (b) Shoreline and streambank stabilization and flood protection measures. Shoreline and 
20 streambank stabilization and flood protection measures are only allowed to protect an 
21 existing primary structure; new or existing utilities, roads and bridges; agricultural land; or 
22 as part of a project where the sole purpose is to protect or restore wetlands, fish and wildlife 
23 habitat conservation areas or buffers. Activities allowed under subsection (2)(b) of this 
24 section shall meet the following conditions: 
25 (i) the applicant shall submit a geotechnical report as required pursuant to SCC 
26 30.62B.140 which establishes that the stabilization or flood protection is necessary; 
27 (ii) non-structural measures shall be used unless a geotechnical report indicates that 
28 the only alternative is use of structural stabilization measures; 
29 (iii) the activity shall avoid interrupting hyporheic zone continuity; and 
30 (iv) the activity should be designed and constructed based on the guidance contained 
31 in the ((Integrated Streambank Protection Guidelines)) Marine Shoreline Design 
32 Guidelines (Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, ((April 2003))2014) and 
33 the ((Alternative Bank Protection Methods for Puget Sound Shorelines)) Soft Shoreline 
34 Stabilization Shoreline Master Program Planning and Implementation Guidance 
35 (Washington State Department of Ecology, ((May 2000, Publication #00 06 012))) 
36 March 2014, Publication No. 14-06-009) as appropriate for the type of critical area 
37 impacted. 
38 ( c) Utility construction. For utilities permitted under Title 30 sec and Title 13 sec, the 
39 following additional requirements shall apply: 
40 (i) new utility crossings shall be bored beneath types S and F streams, and channel 
41 migration zones where feasible; 
42 (ii) underground utilities shall avoid interrupting hyporheic zone continuity; 
43 (iii) utilities shall be contained within the developed footprint of existing roads or utility 
44 crossings, where feasible; 
45 (iv) utilities placement shall not increase or decrease the natural rate of shore 
46 migration, channel migration or longshore sediment transport within a drift cell; 
47 (v) utilities placement shall avoid interrupting downstream movement of wood and 
48 sediment; and 
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1 (vi) new overhead electrical facilities are allowed when no other feasible alternative 
2 exists or the alternative would result in unreasonable or disproportionate costs, and the 
3 location, design and construction minimizes impacts to streams, lakes and marine 
4 waters pursuant to sec 30.62A.310. 
5 (d) Road crossings are subject to the following requirements: 
6 (i) road crossings on fish-bearing streams shall be designed according to the 
7 guidelines set forth in Water Crossing Design Guidelines (Washington Department of 
8 Fish and Wildlife, May 9, 2013) or as subsequently amended or revised; and 
9 (ii) road crossings shall avoid interrupting natural rates of the downstream movement 

10 of woody debris and sediment. 
11 (e) Stream conveyances. Where feasible, stream conveyances shall avoid interrupting 
12 natural rates of the downstream movement of woody debris and sediment. 
13 (f) Docks, piers and floats are subject to the following requirements: 
14 (i) use of toxic or treated materials that will come in contact with the water is 
15 prohibited; 
16 (ii) construction timing shall avoid critical life cycle stages of fish and wildlife; 
17 (iii) these structures shall avoid critical saltwater habitats; and 
18 (iv) joint use of docks, piers and floats shall be required where feasible. 
19 
20 Section 17. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.030, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
21 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
22 
23 30.67.030 Shoreline Management Program (SMP)- components and relationship to 
24 comprehensive plan. 
25 ( 1) The SMP consists of the following three components: 
26 (a) A document titled Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
27 Designations, Policies and Regulations; 
28 (b) A series of ((-44-)) 47 maps indexed by township and range and originally compiled at 
29 a scale of 1 :24,000 that comprise the official delineation of the county's shoreline 
30 jurisdiction and assignment of shoreline environment designations; and 
31 (c) The following regulations: 
32 ill Shoreline regulations contained in this chapter; and 
33 (((d) Critical area regulations in chapters 30.62/\, 30.628 and 30.62G SCC as 
34 adopted in /\mended Ordinance 06 061 on August 1, 2007, and chapter 30.65 SCC 
35 as adopted in Amended Ordinance No. 07 005 on February 21, 2007.)) 
36 (ii) Critical area regulations in chapter 30.62A SCC, last amended by [this ordinance] 
37 on [the effective date of this ordinance], chapter 30.62B SCC, last amended by 
38 Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2, 2015, chapter 30.62C SCC, last 
39 amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2, 2015, and chapter 30.65 
40 SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 12-025 on June 6 1 2012. 
41 (2) The goals and policies of the SMP are considered an element of the comprehensive plan 
42 pursuant to sec 30.10.065. 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

RELATING TO SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINES OF THE STATE; AMENDING 
THE SNOHOMISH COUNTY SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: SHORELINE 
ENVIRONMENT DESJGNA TIONS, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS, SHORELINE MAPS, 
SHORELINE REGULATIONS IN 30.67 sec, SHORELINE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER 30.44 sec, AND SHORELINE-RELATED REFERENCES AND 

DEFINITIONS IN CHAPTERS 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A AND SUBTITLE 30.9 sec Page 42 of 74 



1 Section 18. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.060, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
2 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
3 
4 30.67.060 Relationship to Critical Area Regulations, chapters 30.62A, 30.628, 30.62C 
5 and 30.65 sec. 
6 ( 1) Critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction are subject to the regulations contained in 
7 ((chapters 30.62A, 30.628, 30.62G, as adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 06 061 August 1, 
8 2007, and 30.65 SCC as adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 07 005 on February 21, 2007)), 
9 chapter 30.62A SCC, last amended by (this ordinance) on [the effective date of this ordinance]. 

10 chapter 30.628 SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2, 2015, 
11 chapter 30.62C SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2, 2015, and 
12 chapter 30.65 SCC, last amended by Amended Ordinance 12-025 on June 6, 2012, except as 
13 modified by sec 30.67.060(2)..::.lfil. 
14 (2) The following provisions in ((chapter)) chapters 30.62A and 30.628 SCC are modified as 
15 described for critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction: 
16 (a) SCC 30.62A.540 relating to reasonable use does not apply((i-)).:. 
17 (b) When public access is required pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act 
18 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq., access design requirements necessary to meet the 
19 ADA shall supersede the requirements of SCC 30.62A.320(2)(d)((i-)L 
20 (c) Notwithstanding the provisions in sec 30.62A.610 and sec 30.628.510, agricultural 
21 activities within shoreline jurisdiction and which are subject to the provisions in the 
22 Shoreline Management Act per RCW 90.58.065 shall protect critical areas pursuant to the 
23 requirements in chapter 30.62A sec ((30.62A)), Part 600 and chapter 30.628 SCC, Part 
24 500; except that the provisions in SCC 30.62A.630(1 )(c)(i) and 30.628.530(1 )(c)(i) do not 
25 apply within shoreline jurisdiction. 
26 (d) When the ((setback)) deviation provisions of ((SCC 30.628.340(2)(b))) SCC 
27 30.628.340(1) are utilized for a project proposal for structures that include habitable 
28 space, a shoreline variance permit is required((i-)L 
29 (((e)VVhen the single family residential development exception in buffers provisions in 
30 SCC 30.62A.520 are utilized for a project proposal, the follmving additional conditions 
31 ~ 
32 (i) A shoreline variance permit is required when over 2,500 square feet of buffer is 
33 disturbed; and 
34 (ii) A shoreline variance permit is required for expansion of an existing single family 
35 residence or accessory structure;)) 
36 (e) The following provisions apply to new single-family residential development on 
37 waterfront property: 
38 (i) When the provisions of SCC 30.62A.520 are utilized for a project proposal, the 
39 development shall not disturb more than 2,500 square feet of the buffer; and 
40 (ii) When the provisions of SCC 30.62A.520 cannot be utilized due to lot constraints, 
41 the buffer may be reduced in excess of fifty percent of the standard buffer in SCC 
42 30.62A.320 when: 
43 (A) there is not 2,500 square feet of area available for the development even 
44 when the standard buffer is reduced by fifty percent; 
45 (8) the development will be located as far as possible from the ordinary high 
46 water mark; 
47 (C) the development will not require new structural shoreline and bank 
48 stabilization measure; and 
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(D) the standard buffer will not be reduced to less than is allowed for project 
proposals utilizing the provisions of sec 30.67.060(3) or 25 feet, whichever is 
greater, including appurtenances such as decks and patios. 

(iii) If a proposal for a single-family residence cannot meet the requirements of m or (ii) 
of this subsection, then a shoreline variance permit is required. 

Figure 30.67.060(2)(e){ii}- Illustration of How sec 30.67.060(2)(e)(ii) Might Be Applied 

Diagram Key 

- 150-foot standard buffer 

- 75-foot reduced buffer 

:;:..;:c; Extent of disturbance 

Less than 2,500 square feet 
availab!e for development 

~ r. Proposed drainfield 

• Proposed residence 

Cl Proposed appurtenance 

_ _ Existing residence 

150-foot 
~ standard 

buffer 

75-foot 
~ reduced 

buffer 

In this diagram, a new slngle-famlly residence and appurtenance are proposed to be located on a constrained waterfront lot After 
the standard buffer has been reduced by 50%, there Is not 2,500 square feet of area available for the development. Therefore, the 
proposed development may extend into the 75-foot reduced buffer. 

(f) ((In additien te tt:le 13revisions in sec 30.62B.33Q(3), tt:le following aoti'litles aFe allewed 
witl=lin ol=lannel migratien zones: Festoratien er enhancement ef shereline eoelegioal 
functions; and mitigation for impacts te sl=lereline ecelogical f~mctiens, inclblding eblt not 
limited te Rlitigatien eanks;)) 
The following provisions apply to expansions of existing single-family residences on 
waterfront property when all or a portion of the development is located less than 150 feet 
from the ordinary high water mark: 
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1 (i) No portion of the proposed project may be located closer to the ordinary high water 
2 mark than the existing single-family residence, including existing patios and single-
3 family residential appurtenances attached to the residence; 
4 (ii) Existing decks, patios or impervious surfaces located between the foundation of the 
5 house and the ordinary high water mark shall not be enclosed or expanded: and 
6 (iii) A shoreline variance permit is required when a development proposal exceeds the 
7 thresholds described in sec 30.62A.520(5). 
8 (g) New ((siRsle faFJiily)) single-family residential development, expansions of existing 
9 ((siRsle faFJiily)) single-family residences ... and ordinary residential improvements on 

10 existing lots allowed in buffers under sec 30.62A.520 shall require enhancement of 
11 existing buffers based on the criteria in ((SCC 30.62.",.520(11))) sec 30.62A.520( 12) and 
12 shall meet these additional requirements: 
13 (i) Vegetation enhancement efforts shall ensure that the final vegetation condition is 
14 capable of mitigating impacts and maintaining existing ecological functions. 
15 (ii) If the shoreline is unmodified and/or the vegetation is relatively intact, the 
16 mitigation plan shall provide alternatives, such as out-of-kind mitigation by restoring 
17 other degraded ecological functions, or by using off-site mitigation. 
18 (iii) Where modifications such as fill, armoring, patios, etc., have been placed in the 
19 buffer, these modifications shall be removed or reduced to the extent necessary to 
20 mitigate impacts on the buffer. As guidance, non-water-dependent facilities such as 
21 patios should be removed, accesses should be reduced to the minimum needed to 
22 provide access, and armoring should be replaced with natural vegetation or non-
23 structural measures((f)) ... 
24 (((h) Wt:leR buffer reduotioR pro11isions ef sec 30.62A.320(1 )(f) or (s) are utili~d for a 
25 project proposal, the FJ1axiFJ1uFJ1 allowed reduotioR is 25 peroent of the staRdard buffer 
26 widtt:l contaiRed in sec 30.62/\.320(1 )(a). 8uffer reduotioR iR excess of 25% of the 
27 standart:t euffer width rec:iuire a shoreliRe ·1ariaRoe perFJiit; and)) 
28 (((i) The provisions iR sec 30.62A.630( 1 )(o)(i) and 30.62B.530( 1 )(o)(i) do not apply within 
29 sl=lereline jurisdiction.)) 
30 (3) As an alternative to the provisions of subsection (2)(e) of this section, an exception to the 
31 standard buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC is allowed without a shoreline 
32 variance as follows: 
33 (a) The project proposal must be for a new single-family residence on a lot without an 
34 existing dwelling located on the shorelines of Lake Goodwin, Lake Shoecraft. Lake Ki. 
35 Lake Loma, Lake Ketchum, John Sam Lake, Lake Howard, Flowing Lake, Lake Stevens, 
36 Lake Roesiger, Martha Lake (in Lynnwood). Lake Bosworth, Lake Serene or Lake 
37 Stickney: 
38 (b) New single-family residences proposed on the lots identified in subsection (3){a) of this 
39 section are subject to the buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A sec unless the 
40 nearest legally-established single-family residence built before July 1, 2019, on one side of 
41 the lot or the other has a lesser buffer width than required under current chapter 30.62A 
42 SCC. In cases where the nearest legally-established single-family residence has a lesser 
43 buffer width than required under current chapter 30.62A SCC, the required buffer width 
44 may be reduced to the average of the buffer widths on either side of the lot established by 
45 drawing a line between the closest point of each of the nearest legally-established single-
46 family residences built before July 1, 2019. excluding appurtenances attached thereto, to 
47 the ordinary high water mark in the manner depicted in sec Figure 30.67.060(3)(a); 
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(c) The reduced buffer width shall be measured from the ordinary high water mark of the 
shoreline to the nearest point of the proposed residence, including appurtenances such as 
decks and patios. unless there is an associated wetland. In cases where there is an 
associated wetland on the shoreline of the lot, the reduced buffer width shall be measured 
from the landward edge of the wetland in the manner depicted in sec Figure 
30.67.060(3)(b): 
(d) In no case shall the buffer width be reduced to less than 25 feet: and 
(e) In no case shall the exception to the standard buffer width requirements in chapter 
30.62A sec described in this section be used to reduce the requirements for landslide 
hazard areas in chapter 30.62B sec. 

Figure 30.67.060(3)(a) - Reduced Buffer Width From Ordinary High Water Mark Based on 
Nearest Legally-Established Single-Family Residence on Either Side of the Subject Lot 

Parcel A 
(Developed) 

pu'o\\C. ~oad 

Parcel B 
(Undeveloped) 

Proposed Deck 
(Appurtenance) 

Existing Residence 

Parcel C 
(Undeveloped) 

Parcel D 
(Developed) 

The red dots indicate the closest points of structures, except existing appurtenances, to the ordinary high 
water mark of the shoreline. In this example, a new single-family residence is proposed to be located on Parcel 
C, an undeveloped parcel. The proposed single-family residence and appurtenance cannot be located within 
the green shaded area, which extends 60 feet parallel from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline. This 
number is derived by: 1} determining the closest distance of the single-family residences located on 
developed Parcels A and D from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline, 2) adding those distances 
together, and 3) dividing the totaled distances by two. 
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Figure 30.67.060(3)(b)- Reduced Buffer Width From Associated Wetland Based on Nearest 
Legally-Established Single-Family Residence on Either Side of the Subiect Lot 

Parcel A 
(Developed) 

i ! . : 
u 
l 

Parcel B 
(Undeveloped) 

Existing Residence 

Parcel C 
(Undeveloped) Parcel D 

(Developed) 

(Ore.Ii nary High Wate1 Mark 

The red dots indicate the closest points of structures, except existing appurtenances, to the ordinary high 
water mark of the shoreline or the landward edge of of an associated wetland. In this example, a new 
single-family residence is proposed to be located on Parcel B, an undeveloped parce l. The proposed 
single-family residence and appurtenance cannot be located within the green shaded area, which extends 60 
feet parallel from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline wetland. This number is derived by: 1) 
determining the closest distance of the single-family residences located on developed Parcels A and D from 
the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline or shoreline-associated wetland, 2) adding those distances 
together, and 3) dividing the totaled distances by two. 

9 (((3)))M} Except as specifically modified by sec 30.67.060(2) and (3), where there are conflicts 
10 between the provisions of this chapter and the provisions of 
11 chapters 30.62A, 30.62B, 30.62C and 30.65 sec, the more ecologically protective provision 
12 shall apply, as determined by the department. 
13 ((~)) {.fil_When the innovative development design provisions of sec 30.62A350 are utilized 
14 for a project proposal, a shoreline variance permit is required, except that projects solely for 
15 ecological restoration or enhancement ((1:1sing the provisions ef SGG 30.62/1..350)) are not 
16 required to obtain a shoreline variance permit. 
17 
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1 Section 19. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.330, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
2 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
3 
4 30.67.330 Public access. 
5 (1) Unless the conditions in 30.67.330(2) apply, provision of public access to the water is 
6 required for all new private and public developments, including land division, with the exception 
7 of the following: 
8 (a) ((Single family)) single-family dwellings; duplexes; ((single family)) single-family detached 
9 units, townhouses, and condominiums creating four or ((few)) fewer parcels or dwelling units; 

10 and multi-family developments of four or fewer lots or dwelling units; and 
11 (b) Agricultural/ranching activities other than dikes. 
12 {2) Provision of public access will not be required when at least one of the following conditions 
13 apply: 
14 (a) Hazards to public health, safety or site security exist which cannot be alleviated by site 
15 planning and design or by restricting hours of public access; 
16 (b) Provision of public access would result in significant adverse impacts to shoreline ecological 
17 functions that cannot be mitigated on-site; or 
18 (c) The requirement of providing public access for a particular project violates constitutional 
19 standards related to nexus and rough proportionality. 
20 (3) Provisions for public access are subject to the following standards: 
21 (a) Except as restricted pursuant to SCC 30.67.330(3)(e), public access shall be a physical 
22 improvement in the form of any one or combination of the following: walkway, bikeway, corridor, 
23 viewpoint, park, deck, observation tower, pier, boat-launching ramp, transient moorage, or other 
24 areas serving as a means of view or physical approach to public waters for the public. Public 
25 access may also include, but not be limited to, interpretive centers and displays explaining 
26 historical events or shoreline ecology; 
27 (b) The minimum public access shall consist of an improved walkway at least five feet wide on 
28 an easement ten feet wide, leading from the street or from a public walkway directly to a 
29 waterfront use area or to an area on the property from which the water and water activities can 
30 be observed. There shall be no significant obstruction of the view from this viewpoint; 
31 (c) Maintenance of the public access shall be the responsibility of the owner or developer; 
32 ( d) Public access sites shall be available for public use at the time of first occupancy or use of 
33 the development or activity; 
34 ( e) While docks, piers and other permanent moorages are not allowed in the Urban 
35 Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment designations, or the Aquatic shoreline 
36 environment designation adjacent to the Urban Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment 
37 designations, floating walkways or other similar over-water pedestrian structures facilitating 
38 access to observation points or viewing areas are permitted provided they are constructed to 
39 minimize alteration of natural conditions; and 
40 (f) All subdivisions required to provide public access pursuant to SCC 30.67.570(1 )(e) that 
41 border publicly-owned or controlled shorelines shall provide at least one dedicated public 
42 access to the publically-owned or controlled shoreline. 
43 
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1 Section 20. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.420, last amended by Amended Ordinance 
2 No. 12-025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
3 
4 30.67 .420 Prohibited Uses. 
5 The following uses are prohibited in shoreline jurisdiction: 
6 ( 1) Asphalt batch plant and continuous mix asphalt plant; 
7 (2) Major auto repair; 
8 (3) Auto wrecking yard or junk yard; 
9 ( 4) Billboards and animated signs; 

10 (5) Commercial vehicle storage facility; 
11 (6) Distillation of wood, coal or bones or manufacturing of their by-products; 
12 (7) Explosive manufacturing or storage; 
13 (8) Floating homes, except those permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011; 
14 (9) Forestry industry storage and forestry equipment maintenance facility, except log storage; 
15 (10) Forge, foundry, blast furnace or melting of ore; 
16 (11) Fuel or coal yard; 
17 (12) Hazardous waste storage or treatment facilities; 
18 (13) Storage or refining of petroleum products or gas; 
19 (14) Rolling or blooming mills; 
20 (15) Sanitary landfill; 
21 (16) Sludge utilization; 
22 ( 17) Stockyard or slaughter house; 
23 (18) Tannery; 
24 (19) Tar distillation or manufacturing; 
25 (20) Transit center; and 
26 (21) Woodwaste recycling or storage, including temporary activities except when in conjunction 
27 with an approved shoreline ecological restoration or soil bioengineering project. 
28 
29 Section 21. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.430, last amended by Ordinance No. 13-
30 098 on December 11, 2013, is amended to read: 
31 
32 30.67.430 Allowed and conditional uses and modifications. 
33 (1) The shoreline uses and shoreline modifications identified in Table 1 are either permitted, 
34 conditionally allowed or prohibited within the specific shoreline environment designation as 
35 indicated by the following: 
36 (a) "P" indicates that the use or modification is permitted; 
37 (b) "C" indicates that the use is allowed subject to a shoreline conditional use permit; 
38 (c) "P or C" indicates that the overwater portion of the use or modification is permitted in 
39 the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where permitted in the adjacent upland 
40 environment, subject to a shoreline conditional use permit in the Aquatic shoreline 
41 environment designation where conditional in the adjacent upland environment and 
42 prohibited in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where prohibited in the 
43 adjacent upland environment; and 
44 (d) A blank cell in the table indicates that the use or modification is prohibited in that 
45 specific shoreline environment. 
46 (2) Compliance with chapters 30.22 and 30.23 SCC is also required. 
47 (3) Uses and modifications identified in Table 1 are subject to the shoreline use and modification 
48 development standards in Part 500 of this chapter. If there is a conflict between the information 
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1 in sec 30.67.430, Table 1, and the specific use and modification regulations in sec 30.67, Part 
2 500, the requirements of sec 30.67, Part 500 shall prevail. 
3 (4) The department may condition shoreline permits or approvals for uses or modifications as 
4 necessary to ensure compliance with: 
5 (a) Chapter 90.58 RCW and the provisions in this chapter; 
6 (b) The policies in the Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
7 Designations, Policies and Regulations; and 
8 (c) Any other applicable federal, state and local rules and regulations. 
9 (5) Uses or modifications not listed in SCC 30.67.420 or 30.67.430(1 ), Table 1, must obtain a 

10 shoreline conditional use permit even though the use or modification may not require a 
11 shoreline substantial development permit. 
12 

30.67.430 -Table 1: Shoreline Use and M-odification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 

Land use or modification 

Agricultural activities 3 

Manure lagoons 

Livestock flood sanctuaries 

Aquaculture 4·12 

Non-Commercial Activities (non-processing) 36 

Commercial Activities (non-processing) 

Processing 7 

Boating Facilities: 4, 13 

Marina 

Yacht/ boat club 

Boat launch facility 

- Boat launch facility (boat ramp only) 

((Dock (private))) 

( (Boathouse (private))) 

((Dock t pier t eoathouse (puelic, coA1A1ercial))) 
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30.67.430 -Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Land use or modification 

((Floats, mooring buoys)) 

Boat Mooring Facilities: 1,.11 

Dock (private) 

Boathouse (private) 

Dock/ pier/ boathouse (public, commercial) 

Floats, mooring buoy:s 

Breakwaters, jetties, groins, other in-water 
structures 4· 5· 14 

Commercial 10, 15 

Dredging 4· 16 

Dredge spoil disposal 4, 16 

Fill 4, 17 

Flood protection: 4· 18 

Non-structural 

Structural 11 

Forestry 8· 19 

Industrial and Ports 10, 20 

Institutional uses 21 

Mining 6· 22 

Pedestrian access 23 

Trails 

Elevated or Floating walkways 4 

Stairways, trams 

Recreation 24 
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30.67 .430 - Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Land use or modification 

Residential 25 

SFR, MH 

Duplex 

MF, townhouse, Single-Family Detached Units 

Mobile home park 

Houseboat, Live-aboard vessel 

Floating Home :Jli 

Shoreline / bank stabilization: 4· 26 

Nonstructural 

Structural ((a.)l 11 

Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement 27· 
34 

- Mitigation Banks 34 

Transportation facilities 28 

Bridges 

Roads 

Parking (incidental to use only) 

Utility facilities 29 

Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities 
(generally) 

Transmission wires, pipes, supports (generally) 

- transmission wires or pipes when suspended 
from bridge or other similar structures 
( specifically) 
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30.67 .430 - Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 

>. >. 
(,) (,) 

(I) - "C C: C: [ (I)~ 
C: C: ns ns (,) ns 

Land use or modification ns I,. 
·- ~ >. ns ns ~ ~ ::.s I,. 

.c .c I,. 
0 .!:? I,.~ ::.s 

(I) ::.s (I) C: (I) .:; -I,. I,. (/) ns ::::> ::::> (/) 0::: (/) ::.s-::::> C: C: (I) 

~~ z 
0 0 0::: 
u u 

Dams, power plants and associated uses C C C 

All other utility facilities p C C C 

1 
2 Section 22. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.440, last amended by Ordinance No. 13-
3 098 on December 11, 2013, is amended to read: 
4 
5 30.67.440 Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix. 
6 (1) Uses in Municipal Watershed Utility are limited to utility uses associated with the 
7 hydroelectric project, reservoir water storage, forest practices and recreation as limited by the 
8 utility purveyor's Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. This area is zoned 
9 exclusively as Forestry (F). 

10 (2) Only those water-dependent portions of the use that require an over-water or ((in stream)) 
11 in-water location are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation. Unless 
12 otherwise specified in sec 30.67, Part 500, such uses are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline 
13 environment designation only if the use is allowed in the adjacent upland shoreline environment 
14 designation( s ). 
15 (3) Agricultural uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.505. 
16 (4) Uses or modifications are not allowed in critical salt water habitat unless in conjunction with 
17 ecological restoration or enhancement projects, except as otherwise provided in 
18 sec 30.67.510. 
19 (5) Shoreline modifications are permitted or conditionally permitted only when in conjunction 
20 with ecological restoration or enhancement projects ((located outside of the Natural and 
21 adjacent Aquatic environments)). 
22 (6) Mining activities within shoreline jurisdiction are limited to the activities allowed pursuant to 
23 SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a). Mining within the Aquatic shoreline environment designation is also 
24 subject to the conditions in SCC 30.67.530 - Dredging. Mining for the sole purpose of removing 
25 mineral resources for commercial sales or processing is prohibited in shoreline jurisdiction. 
26 (7) Aquaculture processing in the Aquatic shoreline environment is limited per the requirements 
n in sec 30.67.510(2)(g)(iii). 
28 (8) A conditional use permit is required for timber harvest exceeding 30 percent of the ((ti-mef)) 
29 timber volume within 200 feet landward of the ordinary high water mark of shorelines of 
30 statewide significance pursuant to sec 30.67.545(1 )(a). 
31 (9) Mining activities related to forest practices as defined in SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a) are permitted 
32 in the Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility shoreline environment designations when over 
33 200 feet from the OHWM and outside of the channel migration zone. Removal of mineral 
34 resources deposited within the previous 12-month period on designated farmlands due to recent 
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1 flood events is permitted in the Resource shoreline environment designation under 
2 sec 30.67.540(2)(d). 
3 (10) Non-water dependent commercial and industrial uses within shoreline jurisdiction shall be 
4 strictly limited under sec 30.67.525(1 )(b) and 30.67.550(1 )(b). 
5 ( 11) Structural flood protection and structural shoreline or bank stabilization measures are 
6 allowed only when non-structural measures would be inadequate as documented by a 
7 geotechnical report required pursuant to SCC 30.67.540(1) or 30.67.575(1 ). Structural shoreline 
8 bank stabilization is permitted only when the conditions in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) are met, or 
9 conditionally permitted under sec 30.67.575(2)(a)(ii) or sec 30.67.575(2)(b)(iii). If a flood 

10 protection structure is in or near the water, it must also meet the requirements for shoreline 
11 stabilization. 
12 (12) Aquaculture uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.510. 
13 (13) Boating facilities are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.515. Boat mooring facilities 
14 are subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.517. 
15 ( 14) Breakwaters, jetties, groins, other in-water structures are subject to the requirements in 
16 sec 30.67.520. 
17 (15) Commercial uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.525. 
18 (16) Dredging and spoil disposal are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.530. 
19 (17) Fill is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.535. 
20 (18) Flood protection measures are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.540. 
21 (19) Forestry is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.545. 
22 (20) Industrial uses and ports are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.550. 
23 (21) Institutional uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.555. 
24 (22) Mining is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.560. 
25 (23) Pedestrian access is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.330. 
26 (24) Recreation is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.565. 
27 (25) Residential uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.570. 
28 (26) Shoreline and bank stabilization measures are subject to the requirements of 
29 sec 30.67.575. 
30 (27) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement are subject to the requirements of 
31 sec 30.67.580. Notwithstanding sec 30.67.430(2), shoreline habitat restoration or 
32 enhancement projects do not have to be identified on the use matrices in chapter 30.22 SCC to 
33 be permitted in shoreline jurisdiction. 
34 (28) Transportation facilities are subject to the requirements of SCC 30.67.590. 
35 (29) Utility facilities are subject to the requirements of SCC 30.67.595. 
36 (30) Timber removal from the Aquatic shoreline environment designation is subject to the 
37 requirements in sec 30.67.545(2). 
38 (31) Moorage of houseboats used as a primary residence and live-aboard vessels are permitted 
39 only in legally-established marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or permission from 
40 the state Department of Natural Resources. See SCC 30.67.570(2)(9). 
41 (32) Roads and bridges constructed for forest practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are 
42 permitted in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. Bridges constructed for forest 
43 practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are permitted in the Aquatic environment except 
44 when the adjacent environment is designated Natural. 
45 (33) Bridges are conditionally permitted in the Aquatic environment provided they are permitted 
46 or conditionally permitted in the adjacent upland environment. 
47 (34) Mitigation banks are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.62A.550. Notwithstanding 
48 SCC 30.67.430(2), mitigation banks do not have to be identified on the use matrices in 
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1 chapter 30.22 SCC to be permitted in shoreline jurisdiction. ((Restoration, enhancement, 
2 mitigation activities and mitigation banks are allowed vvithin the channel migration zone per 
3 sec 30.67.060(2)(f).)) 
4 (35) Aquaculture activities on Spada Lake are limited per the requirements in 
5 sec 30.67.510(2)(e). 
6 (36) Non-commercial aquaculture harvest activities, as defined in sec 30.91A.255, are allowed 
7 in all shoreline environments and are not required to obtain shoreline permits. 
8 (37) Commercial aquaculture activities in the Aquatic shoreline environment are limited per the 
9 requirements in sec 30.67.510(2)(g)(ii). 

10 (38) Floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1. 2011, are considered 
11 conforming uses. See 30.67.450(1 ). 
12 
13 Section 23. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.450, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
14 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
15 
16 30.67.450 Non-conforming uses or structures. 
17 The following requirements apply to uses or structures nonconforming to the shoreline 
18 regulations in this chapter, which do not meet the criteria in SCC 30.44.125 and which were 
19 lawfully constructed or established prior to the effective date of the Shoreline Management Act 
20 (SMA) or the SMP, or amendments thereto but which do not conform to present regulations or 
21 standards of the SMP or policies of the SMA. These provisions apply to nonconforming uses or 
22 structures in the shoreline jurisdiction in place of sec 30.28.070 through sec 30.28.075 and 
23 WAC 173-27-080. 
24 ill Residential. Residential uses or structures (excluding bulkheads. overwater structures or 
25 other shoreline modifications) that were legally established and are used for a 
26 conforming use. but that do not meet current standards for setbacks, buffers or yards. 
27 area, bulk. height or density shall be considered a conforming use or structure and the 
28 requirements of SCC 30.67.450 shall not apply to such residential uses or structures. 
29 Redevelopment, expansion, maintenance, repair, replacement or remodeling of such 
30 residential uses or structures shall be consistent with this SMP. including requirements 
31 for no net loss of shoreline ecological functions. Floating homes permitted or legally 
32 established prior to January 1, 2011. are considered conforming uses and the 
33 requirements of SCC 30.67.450 shall not apply to such floating homes. 
34 
35 (((-4-)))(l} Continuance. Any legally established use or structure nonconforming to the shoreline 
36 regulations in this chapter is permitted to remain in the form and location in which it existed on 
37 the effective date of the nonconformance. 
38 ((f2-)))Q} Redevelopment or remodel. SMP nonconforming uses or structures may not be 
39 enlarged or increased in any way, including expanded building footprint or increased height, 
40 increased use intensity, or altered in any way which increases their nonconformity. A 
41 nonconforming structure or use may be moved or relocated on the same parcel provided that 
42 the degree of nonconformance with the SMP and the SMA is reduced and further provided that 
43 the move or relocation results in improved protection for shoreline ecological functions. 
44 ((f3-t))(!l Restoration and replacement. If a nonconforming structure is damaged to an extent not 
45 exceeding 75 percent of the replacement cost of the original structure, it may be reconstructed 
46 to the extent it existed immediately prior to the time the structure was damaged or to a smaller 
47 configuration or in a different location on the same parcel which reduces the degree of 
48 nonconformity, so long as restoration is completed within one year of the date of damage. 
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Documentation of the date and extent of damage shall be required prior to issuance of new 
permits. 
((t41))(.§} Abandonment. If a nonconforming use is discontinued for twelve consecutive months, 
any subsequent use shall be conforming. The mere presence of a structure, equipment, or 
material shall not be deemed to constitute the continuance of a nonconforming use unless the 
structure, equipment, or material is actually being occupied or employed in maintaining such 
use. It shall not be necessary to show that the owner of the property intended to abandon such 
nonconforming use in order for the nonconforming rights to expire. 
((E-5-))){fil Non-conforming uses and structures which meet the criteria in SCC 30.44.125 are 
subject to the shoreline substantial development permit requirements in chapter 30.44 SCC. 
((fe-t))ill A structure for which a variance has been issued shall be considered a legal 
nonconforming structure and the requirements of this section shall apply as they apply to 
preexisting nonconformities. 
((tB))IB} A structure which is being or has been used for a nonconforming use may be used for 
a different nonconforming use only upon the approval of a conditional use permit. 

(a) A conditional use permit may be approved only upon a finding that: 
(i) No reasonable alternative conforming use is practical; and 
(ii) The proposed use will be at least as consistent with the policies and provisions of 
the act and the SMP and as compatible with the uses in the area as the preexisting 
use. 

(b) In addition such conditions may be attached to the permit as are deemed necessary to 
assure compliance with the findings in ((SCG 30.67.450(6)(a)))SCC 30.67.450(8)(a), the 
requirements of the SMP and the SMA and to assure that the use will not become a 
nuisance or a hazard. 

Section 24. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.515, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
025 on June 6, 2011, is amended to read: 

30.67.515 Boating facilities - marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities and 
boat ramps. 
((Boating facilities include marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities, boat ramps, 
boathouses, docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys.)) 
Boating facilities include marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities and boat ramps. 
(1) The following general regulations apply to new boating facilities in shorelines: 

(a) No boating facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
(b) Boating facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or spawning 
areas for anadromous fish. 
(c) Boating facilities((, except for mooring buoys,)) shall not be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
(d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 
abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored within the shoreline 
jurisdiction. 
( e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated or 
coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic 
alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department 
determines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will 
provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
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1 (f) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
2 preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 
3 feet of the ordinary high water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water quality. 
4 (g) Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on spawning, 
5 migration and rearing of salmonids and other critical species. 
6 (h) Marinas. 
7 (i) Marinas shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or in nearshore 
8 sediment accretion areas, such as mudflats, sandflats and pocket estuaries; 
9 (ii) ((Marina)) Moorage berths must be designed so that they can rise and fall safely 

10 with flood waters and tidal fluctuation and have a minimum clearance of six feet 
11 below the mean lower low water; 
12 (iii) Marinas are not allowed in areas that would detrimentally alter littoral drift 
13 patterns. An evaluation of littoral drift patterns within the drift cell in which the marina 
14 is proposed is required during the siting process; 
15 (iv) Marinas must be designed and constructed to incorporate uninhibited tidal bypass 
16 so as to minimize the need for maintenance dredging; 
17 (v) Marinas shall be designed and constructed to allow adequate flushing and water 
18 circulation within the facility to avoid degrading water quality; 
19 (vi) Marinas shall not be located within Yz- mile of any outfall of primary treated 
20 domestic sewage or industrial waste; 
21 (vii) Prior to siting an in-water marina, an analysis must be conducted to determine 
22 the feasibility of an upland boat storage facility on the project site as a preferred 
23 alternative; and 
24 (viii) New marinas shall provide for public access consistent with SCC 30.67.330. 
25 (i) Boat launch facilities - general. 
26 (i) Pedestrian access to the water that is separate from the boat launching lane(s) 
27 may be required where it is determined to be necessary for public safety; 
28 (ii) Safety buoys shall be installed and maintained separating boating activities from 
29 other water recreation and uses where reasonably required for public safety; 
30 (iii) Public boat launch facilities shall include a level vehicle-maneuvering space 
31 measuring at least 500 square feet; 
32 (iv) Public boat launch facilities shall include 32 to 40 parking spaces capable of 
33 accommodating a vehicle with an attached boat trailer for each ramp lane of boat 
34 access to the water; and 
35 (v) All site improvements for boat launch facilities shall comply with all other 
36 requirements of the zone in which they are located. 
37 (j) Boat ramps. 
38 (i) Boat ramps shall be located on stable, non-erosional banks, where stabilization 
39 structures will not be necessary; 
40 (ii) Boat ramps shall be placed and maintained as near to flush with the foreshore 
41 slope as is possible to minimize interruption of geohydraulic processes; 
42 (iii) Boat ramps may be allowed for individual residences when the following 
43 conditions are met: 
44 (A) The applicant shows that the boat ramp and its use will not adversely impact 
45 shoreline ecological functions or damage critical saltwater habitat; 
46 (B) The upland slope within 25 feet of the ordinary high water mark does not 
47 exceed 25 percent; and 
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(C) Substantial cutting, grading, filling or shoreline stabilization measures are not 
necessary; and 

(iv) When reviewing mitigation measures proposed by applicants to minimize 
potential impacts on shoreline ecological functions from boat ramps, the county will 
consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities providing 
boat access to the same shoreline water body; 
(B) Shared use facilities are preferred; and 
(C) Preferred boat ramp designs are in the following order of priority: 
(I) Elevated railways that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 
(II) Open grid designs that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 
(Ill) Seasonal ramps that can be removed and stored upland; and 
(IV) Solid structures that interlock with one another leaving spaces for natural 
beach substrate that can adapt to changes in beach profiles. 

(((k) Docks, piers and floats. 
(i) Docks, piers and floats shall not deflect river currents or wave energy resulting in 
the undercutting of banks, erosion, or damage to adjacent or downstream properties 
or critical saltwater habitat; 
(ii) VVhere feasible, moorage buoys shall be required instead of piers, docks or floats 
on all tidal water, except for port, industrial and commercial developments in the 
Urban shoreline environment designation; 
(iii) Docks, piers and floats associated 1Nith water dependent commercial or industrial 
uses shall be the minimum size and length necessary to accommodate the proposed 
l::JSe;-

( iv) Commercial and industrial docks upon 1Nhich toxic or flammable materials are 
handled or stored shall make adequate provisions to minimize the possibility of an 
accidental spill and prepare an effective spill response plan; 
(v) Joint use docks and piers shall be required for commercial and industrial 
enterprises in close proximity to each other, unless the applicant can demonstrate 
that the possibility of a multiple ovmer or multiple use facility is not feasible; 
(vi) When moorage facilities are proposed in conjunction with ne'N subdivisions, 
motels or multi family residences, a single, joint use moorage facility shall be 
required. 
(vii) When reviewing permit applications for new docks, piers and floats associated 
1.vith single family residences, the county 'Nill consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities providing 
access to the same shoreline 1.vater body; and 
(B) The feasibility of multiple owner or multiple user facilities. Shared use 
facilities are preferred •.vhenever possible. 

(viii) Unless shared by adjacent property ovmers, covered private docks and 
boathouses shall be at least three feet from any side lot line or extension thereof. No 
setback from adjacent properties is required for uncovered private docks and 
boathouses or for private docks and boathouses shared by adjacent property owners. 
(ix) Docks, piers and floats shall be located and designed as follows: 

(A) Floats and floating docks shall include stops 1Nhich •.viii serve to elevate the 
floats above the tidelands at lov; tide. Floats shall be secured with anchored 
cables in place of pilings, •.vhere feasible; 
(B) Docks, piers and floats are not allowed in or over critical saltwater habitat; 
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(C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or reducing the area of a dock, pier or 
float shall be required as necessary to ensure that: 

(I) The structure does not extend over water in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create a navigation hazard; and 
(II) The structure avoids disturbing or shading significant freshwater aquatic 
vegetation communities or critical saltwater habitat; 

(D) Increase or decrease of the height of the dock, pier or float may be required 
to allmv for the penetration of light to reduce impacts to habitat related to 
shading; 
(E) Pier and dock requirements for marine shorelines. 

(I) Piers and docks located on marine shorelines shall be the minimum size 
required to provide for moorage. Single family piers or docks shall not 
exceed 90 feet in length measured perpendicularly from the OHVVM. 
Shared moorage may extend up to 110 feet in length if demonstrated to be 
necessary to provide adequate moorage. Docks that cannot meet this 
standard may request a revie'IJ under the variance provisions of 
chapter 30.44 sec; 
(II) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet; and 
(Ill) The maximum width of walkway ramps shall be four feet and shall be 
fully grated; 

(F) Pier and dock requirements for lake shorelines. 
(I) The maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of any pier or dock 
shall not extend further waterward than the average intrusion of the piers or 
docks on lots abutting the location of the new dock as measured 
perpendicularly from the OHWM unless an alternative dimension is 
required to prevent impacts to critical habitat or navigation. In no 
circumstances shall the maximum waterv.1ard intrusion of any portion of the 
pier or dock extend more than 80 feet from the OHWM, or the point where 
the \Vater depth is eight feet belo'I.' the elevation of the OHVVM, 1Nhichever 
is reached first; 
(II) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet, or up to eight 
feet wide on joint use docks; and 
(Ill) The maximum 1,Nidth for piers and docks shall be four feet for the first 
thirty feet from the OHVVM of any lake identified as salmonid habitat. 

(G) Pier and dock requirements for river shorelines. 
(I) Pier and dock dimensions shall be the minimum necessary to 
accommodate the proposed use; 
(II) Piers and docks shall not impede navigation, water flow, or transport of 
sediment and debris and shall not result in acceleration of erosion on 
adjacent or opposite banks; and 
(Ill) Construction timing shall not coincide with migration or spawning of 
anadromous fish; 

(H) Float requirements. 
(I) One float per single family residence and no more than one common 
use float for each new multifamily development, short subdivision or 
subdivision is permitted; 
(II) No portion of a float shall be placed more than 45 feet waterward of the 
OHVVM on lake shorelines; 
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1 (Ill) Retrieval lines shall not float at or near the surface of the v,iater; and 
2 (IV) No float shall have more than 100 square feet of surface area; 
3 (I) Construction materials for docl,s, piers or floats shall meet the following 
4 requirements: 
5 (I) The decking of all piers and docks shall be designed to allow a minimum 
6 of 45 percent light passage. Floats shall be designed to allow a minimum of 
7 30 percent light passage. This may be accomplished through grated decks, 
8 space between decking, light prisms, or other means; 
9 (II) If plastics or other non biodegradable materials are used in float, pier, or 

10 dock construction, containment features in the design of the structures are 
11 required; 
12 (Ill) Any part of a dock, pier or float that comes in direct contact with the 
13 •.vater shall not be treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated \vood, 
14 precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives shall be used unless the 
15 project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there 
16 is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials or finishes that will 
17 provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project; and 
18 (IV) Skirting is not permitted. 
19 (k) Yacht and boat clubs. 
20 (i) Facilities of yacht and boat clubs that are not water-dependent shall be located on dry 
21 land except as specifically provided in the applicable shoreline environment. 
22 (ii) Yacht and boat club moorage facilities shall comply with the requirements of SCC 
23 30.67.51 S(h). 
24 (I) Boathouse, private, noncommercial. 
25 (i) The height of any covered, over water structure shall not exceed 12 feet as 
26 measured from the ordinary high water mark; 
27 (ii) The total area including building and possible pier •.valkv.iay of covered, over water 
28 structures shall not exceed 500 square feet; 
29 (iii) The entirety of the over water structure shall have a width no greater than 25 
30 percent of the width of the lot at the natural shoreline upon •.vhich it is located; 
31 (iv) Maximum extent for any boathouse is 25 feet beyond the mean low waterline; 
32 (v) Structures permitted hereunder shall not be used as a dwelling, nor shall any boat 
33 moored at any wharf be used as a dwelling while so moored, except as provided in 
34 sec 30.67.570(2)(9); ((and)) 
35 (vi) Unless shared by the adjacent property owner, covered boathouses shall be at 
36 least three feet from the side lot line or extension thereof. No setback from adjacent 
37 properties is required for structures shared by adjacent property mvners. 
38 (vii) All boat houses shall consist of a roof and support beams and necessary pier 
39 walkways and piling supports. Side walls are prohibited; 
40 (viii) Translucent boat canopies shall be used when possible in lieu of constructing a 
41 ne•.v boathouse; and 
42 (ix) When a new boat house is constructed, mitigation sequencing for shoreline 
43 ecological impacts shall be required per sec 30.67A.310(3)(a). 
44 (m) Mooring Buoys 
45 (i) Mooring buoys shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats; 
46 (ii) Except as prohibited in (i) above, mooring buoys may be located on or over 
47 nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries; 
48 (iii) Mooring buoys shall be located to minimize impacts on navigation; and 
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1 (iv) Mooring buoys shall be reasonably visible to boaters.)) 
2 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.515(1), the following shoreline 
3 environment designation-specific regulations for new boating facilities in shorelines apply as 
4 applicable: 
5 (a) Urban. Boating facilities are permitted. 
6 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
7 (i) ((Marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities other than boat ramps, 
8 public or commercial docks and piers, and boathouses are prohibited; and)) 
9 Marinas, yacht and boat clubs, and boat launch facilities other than boat ramps are 

10 prohibited; and 
11 (ii) Boat ramps((, private docks, floats and mooring buoys)) are conditionally 
12 permitted. 
13 ( c) Rural Conservancy. 
14 (i) Boat launch facilities((,)) and boat ramps((, boathouses, docks, piers, floats and 
15 mooring buoys)) are permitted; and 
16 (ii) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are conditionally permitted. 
17 (d) Resource. 
18 (i) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are prohibited; and 
19 (ii) ((Boathouses are conditionally permitted; and 
20 (-HB)) Boat launch facilities((,)) and boat ramps((, docks, piers, floats and mooring 
21 oooys)) are permitted. 
22 ( e) Municipal Watershed Utility. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps, 
23 which are permitted. 
24 (f) Natural. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps which are conditionally 
25 permitted. 
26 (g) Aquatic. 
27 (i) Marinas, yacht and boat club facilities are conditionally permitted if the adjacent 
28 shoreland designation is either Urban or Rural Conservancy. 
29 (ii) Boat ramps are: 
30 (A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 
31 Conservancy, Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility; and 
32 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 
33 Conservancy or Natural((~)t 
34 (((iii) Private docks, floats and mooring buoys are: 
35 (A) Permitted only 1.vhen the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 
36 Conservancy or Resource; 
37 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 
38 Conservancy; and 
39 (C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is Municipal Watershed 
40 Utility or Natural; and 
41 (iv) Public or commercial docks, piers or boathouses are conditionally permitted only 
42 if the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban, Rural Conservancy or Resource. 
43 (v) Private boathouses are: 
44 (A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban or 
45 Rural Conservancy; 
46 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is 
4 7 Resource; and 
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1 (C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban 
2 Conservancy, Municipal VVatershed Utility or Natural.)) 
3 (3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or permission from the state Department of 
4 Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access 
5 is required. If the county becomes aware of ((un authorized)) unauthorized moorage on waters 
6 of the state, the department will notify the state Department of Natural Resources. 
7 

8 Section 25. A new section is added to chapter 30.67 of the Snohomish County Code to read: 
9 

10 30.67.517 Boat mooring facilities - docks, piers, floats, boathouses and mooring 
11 buoys. 
12 Boat mooring facilities include docks, piers, floats, boathouses and mooring buoys. 
13 (1) The following general regulations apply to new boat mooring facilities in shorelines: 
14 (a) No boat mooring facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to 
15 impede navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
16 (b) Boat mooring facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or 
17 spawning areas for anadromous fish. 
18 (c) Boat mooring facilities, except for mooring buoys, shall not be located on or over 
19 nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
20 (d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 
21 abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored within the shoreline 
22 jurisdiction. 
23 (e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated or 
24 coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic 
25 alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department 
26 determines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will 
27 provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
28 (f) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
29 preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 
30 feet of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) shall not result in adverse impacts to water 
31 quality. 
32 (g) Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on spawning, 
33 migration and rearing of salmonids and other critical species. 
34 (h) Docks, piers and floats. 
35 (i) Docks, piers and floats shall not deflect river currents or wave energy resulting in 
36 the undercutting of banks, erosion, or damage to adjacent or downstream properties 
37 or critical saltwater habitat. 
38 (ii) Where feasible, moorage buoys shall be required instead of piers, docks or floats 
39 on all tidal water, except for port, industrial and commercial developments in the 
40 Urban shoreline environment designation. 
41 (iii) Docks, piers and floats associated with water-dependent commercial or industrial 
42 uses shall be the minimum size and length necessary to accommodate the proposed 
43 use. 
44 (iv) Commercial and industrial docks upon which toxic or flammable materials are 
45 handled or stored shall make adequate provisions to minimize the possibility of an 
46 accidental spill and prepare an effective spill response plan. 
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(v) Joint use docks and piers shall be required for commercial and industrial 
enterprises in close proximity to each other, unless the applicant can demonstrate 
that the possibility of a multiple-owner or multiple-use facility is not feasible. 
(vi) When boat mooring facilities are proposed in conjunction with new subdivisions. 
motels or multi-family residences. a single. joint use moorage facility shall be 
required. 
(vii) When reviewing permit applications for new docks. piers and floats associated 
with single-family residences. the county will consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities providing 
access to the same shoreline water body; and 
(B) The feasibility of multiple-owner or multiple-user facilities. Shared use 
facilities are preferred whenever possible. 

(viii) Unless shared by adjacent property owners. covered private docks and 
boathouses shall be at least three feet from any side lot line or extension thereof. No 
setback from adjacent properties is required for uncovered private docks and 
boathouses or for private docks and boathouses shared by adjacent property owners. 
(ix) Docks, piers and floats shall be located and designed as follows: 

(A) Floats and floating docks shall include stops which will serve to elevate the 
floats above the tidelands at low tide. Floats shall be secured with anchored 
cables in place of pilings. where feasible. 
(B) Docks. piers and floats are not allowed in or over critical saltwater habitat. 
(C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or reducing the area of a dock, pier or 
float shall be required as necessary to ensure that: 

(I) The structure does not extend over-water in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create a navigation hazard; and 
(II) The structure avoids disturbing or shading significant freshwater aquatic 
vegetation communities or critical saltwater habitat. 

(D) Increase or decrease of the height of the dock. pier or float may be required 
to allow for the penetration of light to reduce impacts to habitat related to 
shading. 
(E) Pier and dock requirements for marine shorelines. 

(I) Piers and docks located on marine shorelines shall be the minimum size 
required to provide for moorage. 
(II) Single-family piers or docks shall not exceed 90 feet in length measured 
perpendicularly from the OHWM. Shared moorage may extend up to 110 
feet in length if demonstrated to be necessary to provide adequate 
moorage. 
(111) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet. 
(IV) The maximum width of walkway ramps shall be four feet. 
(V) Walkway ramps shall be fully grated. 

(F) Pier and dock requirements for lake shorelines. 
(I) The maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of any pier or dock 
shall not extend further waterward than the average intrusion of the piers or 
docks on lots abutting the location of the new dock as measured 
perpendicularly from the OHWM unless an alternative dimension is 
required to prevent impacts to critical habitat or navigation. In no 
circumstances. including when no docks exist on abutting properties. shall 
the maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of the pier or dock extend 
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1 more than 80 feet from the OHWM, or the point where the water depth is 
2 eight feet below the elevation of the OHWM, whichever is reached first. 
3 (11) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet, or up to eight 
4 feet on joint use docks. 
5 (Ill) The maximum width for piers and docks shall be four feet for the first 
6 thirty feet from the OHWM of any lake that contains salmonids. 
7 (G) Pier and dock requirements for river shorelines. 
8 (I) Pier and dock dimensions shall be the minimum necessary to 
9 accommodate the proposed use. 

10 (11) Piers and docks shall not impede navigation, water flow, or transport of 
11 sediment and debris, and shall not result in acceleration of erosion on 
12 adjacent or opposite banks. 
13 (Ill) Construction timing shall not coincide with migration or spawning of 
14 anadromous fish. 
15 (H) Float requirements. 
16 (I) One float per single-family residence and no more than one common 
17 use float for each new multifamily development, short subdivision or 
18 subdivision is permitted. 
19 (II) No portion of a float shall be placed more than 45 feet waterward of the 
20 OHWM on lake shorelines. 
21 (Ill) Retrieval lines shall not float at or near the surface of the water. 
22 (IV) No float shall have more than 100 square feet of surface area. 
23 (I) Construction materials for docks, piers or floats shall meet the following 
24 requirements: 
25 (I) The decking of all docks, piers or floats shall be designed to allow for a 
26 minimum of 40% open spacing through grated decks, space between 
27 decking, light prisms, or other means. 
28 (11) If plastics or other non-biodegradable materials are used, containment 
29 features in the design of the structures are required. 
30 (Ill) Any part of a dock, pier or float that comes in direct contact with the 
31 water shall not be treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, 
32 precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives shall be used unless the 
33 project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there 
34 is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials or finishes that will 
35 provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
36 (IV) Skirting is not permitted. 
37 (i) Boathouse, private, noncommercial. 
38 (i) The height of any covered, over-water structure shall not exceed 12 feet as 
39 measured from the OHWM. 
40 (ii) The total area including building and possible pier walkway of covered, over-water 
41 structures shall not exceed 500 square feet. 
42 (iii) The entirety of the over-water structure shall have a width no greater than 25 
43 percent of the width of the lot at the natural shoreline upon which it is located. 
44 (iv) Maximum extent for any boathouse is 25 feet beyond the mean low waterline. 
45 (v) Structures permitted hereunder shall not be used as a dwelling, except as 
46 provided in sec 30.67.570(2)(9). 
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1 (vi) Unless shared by the adjacent property owner, covered boathouses shall be at 
2 least three feet from the side lot line or extension thereof. No setback from adjacent 
3 properties is required for structures shared by adjacent property owners. 
4 (vii) All boathouses shall consist of a roof and support beams and necessary pier 
5 walkways and piling supports. Side walls are prohibited. 
6 (viii) Translucent boat canopies shall be used when possible in lieu of constructing a 
7 new boathouse. 
8 (j) Mooring Buoys. 
9 (i) Mooring buoys shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats. 

10 (ii) Except as prohibited in (i) above, mooring buoys may be located on or over 
11 nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
12 (iii) Mooring buoys shall be located to minimize impacts on navigation. 
13 (iv) Mooring buoys shall be reasonably visible to boaters. 
14 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.517(1 ), the following shoreline 
15 environment designation-specific regulations for new boat mooring facilities apply: 
16 (a) Urban. All boat mooring facilities are permitted. 
17 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
18 (i) Public or commercial docks and piers, and boathouses are prohibited; and 
19 (ii) Floats, mooring buoys, and private docks are conditionally permitted. 
20 (c) Rural Conservancy. Boathouses, docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
21 (d) Resource. 
22 (ii) Boathouses are conditionally permitted; and 
23 (iii) Docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
24 {e) Municipal Watershed Utility. All boat mooring facilities are prohibited. 
25 (f) Natural. All boat mooring facilities are prohibited. 
26 (q) Aquatic. 
27 (i) Private docks, floats and mooring buoys are: 
28 (A) Permitted when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 
29 Conservancy or Resource; 
30 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 
31 Conservancy; and 
32 (C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is Municipal Watershed 
33 Utility or Natural. 
34 (iv) Public or commercial docks, piers or boathouses are conditionally permitted only 
35 if the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban, Rural Conservancy or Resource. 
36 (v) Private boathouses are: 
37 (A) Permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban or Rural 
38 Conservancy; 
39 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is 
40 Resource; and 
41 (C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban 
42 Conservancy, Municipal Watershed Utility or Natural. 
43 (3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or permission from the state Department of 
44 Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access 
45 is required. If the county becomes aware of unauthorized moorage on waters of the state, the 
46 department will notify the state Department of Natural Resources. 
47 
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1 Section 26. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.570, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
2 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
3 
4 30.67.570 Residential. 
5 Residential use includes((~)) single-family and multifamily dwellings and uses and other 
6 structures that are typically appurtenant or incidental to a residence. Residential uses also 
7 include those limited commercial and institutional uses that occur within or are incidental to a 
8 residence, such as bed and breakfast inns, guest houses, home occupations, family daycare, 
9 foster homes, retirement apartments, retirement housing and boarding houses. Residential uses 

10 also include houseboats, live-aboard vessels, and floating homes. 
11 (1) The following general regulations apply to residential uses in shorelines: 
12 (a) Clustered development, with the open space area preserving and providing access to 
13 the water, is required for subdivisions or short subdivisions, except that alternative site 
14 designs may be considered by the department provided that the applicant demonstrates 
15 that the alternative site design will provide equivalent or better protection for shoreline 
16 ecological functions. 
17 (b) Residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, or residential structures shall not be 
18 approved when structural flood protection or shoreline stabilization measures will be 
19 necessary to protect lots or subsequent development on the lots. 
20 (c) All utility lines shall be located underground. 
21 (d) Accessory structures that are not appurtenances must be proportional in size and 
22 purpose to the primary structure, and compatible with onsite and adjacent structures, uses 
23 and natural features. 
24 (e) All residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, ((single family)) single-family detached 
25 units, duplexes, townhouses or condominiums creating more than four parcels or dwelling 
26 units, and multi-family developments of more than four lots or dwelling units, shall be 
27 required to provide public access under SCC 30.67.330. 
28 (f) Beach or water access using new stairways and trams is allowed, provided the 
29 applicant demonstrates that: 
30 (i) Existing shared, public or community facilities are not adequate or available for 
31 use; 
32 (ii) The possibility of a multiple-owner or multiple-user facility has been thoroughly 
33 investigated and is not feasible; and 
34 (iii) The stairway or tram is designed and located such that: 
35 (A) Subsequent shoreline modification, including the installation of shoreline 
36 stabilization, solely for the purpose of protecting the structure, is not necessary; 
37 (B) Removal or modification of existing shoreline vegetation is the minimum 
38 necessary to construct the structure, and will be replaced with appropriate native 
39 species within the next growing season; and 
40 (C) No fill or other modification water-ward of the ordinary high water mark is 
41 necessary to construct or use the structure. 
42 (g) Residential subdivisions and short subdivisions ((lying fully or partially within shoreline 
43 jurisdiction)) shall be limited to a maximum of ten percent total effective impervious 
44 surface area within ((the subdivision boundary)) designated shorelands. 
45 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.570(1 ), the following shoreline 
46 environment designation-specific regulations for residential uses apply: 
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1 (a) The following residential uses and appurtenant structures are permitted in the Urban 
2 environment: ((single family)) single-family residential, mobile and manufactured homes, 
3 duplex, multifamily, townhouse, and mobile home parks. 
4 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
5 (i) The following residential uses are permitted: ((single family)) single-family 
6 residential, mobile and manufactured homes; 
7 (ii) Duplex and mobile home parks are conditionally permitted(H) ; and 
8 (iii) Multifamily and townhouses are prohibited. 
9 ( c) Rural Conservancy. 

10 (i) The following residential uses are permitted: ((single family)) single-family 
11 residential, mobile and manufactured homes, and duplex; 
12 (ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally permitted; and 
13 (iii) Multifamily and townhouses are prohibited. 
14 (d) Resource. 
15 (i) The following residential uses are permitted: ((single family)) single-family 
16 residential, mobile and manufactured homes, and duplex; 
17 (ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally permitted; and 
18 (iii) Multifamily and ((tovmhouse)) townhouses are prohibited. 
19 (e) All residential uses are prohibited in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. 
20 (f) Natural. 
21 (i) The following residential uses are conditionally permitted: ((single family}) single-
22 family residential, mobile and manufactured homes; 
23 (ii) All other residential uses are prohibited; and 
24 (iii) Alteration of the natural topographic features or flora of the site shall be restricted 
25 to that necessary for the placement of the residence and appurtenances. Additional 
26 grading or clearing, as for lawns, is prohibited. 
27 (g) Aquatic. 
28 ill New over-water residences and floating homes are prohibited ((in the Aquatic 
29 environment)). 
30 (ii) Normal maintenance or repair of floating homes permitted or legally established 
31 prior to January 1, 2011, is allowed. 
32 illU Houseboats used as a residence and live-aboard vessels may be permitted 
33 within marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or permission from the 
34 state Department of Natural Resources. 
35 
36 Section 27. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.575, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
37 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
38 
39 30.67.575 Shoreline and bank stabilization. 
40 Shoreline and bank stabilization measures are used to reduce sedimentation and erosion. 
41 (1) The following general regulations apply to shoreline and bank stabilization within shorelines: 
42 (a) Normal maintenance or repair of existing shoreline and bank stabilization structures is 
43 allowed. When normal maintenance or repair of structural shoreline and bank stabilization 
44 measures consists of replacement, such replacement must comply with subsection ( 1 )(b) 
45 of this section. 
46 (b) New, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures 
47 may only be used when: 
48 (i) Application materials demonstrate the purpose of the measures is to ((+e)) protect: 
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1 (A) Existing primary structures, utilities, roads and bridges; 
2 (8) New utilities or public bridges and transportation structures allowed pursuant 
3 to 30.628.330(3); 
4 (C) Designated farmland on the county's comprehensive plan; or ((aoo)) 
5 (D) Projects where the sole purpose is to protect or restore shoreline ecological 
6 functions; and 
7 (ii) A ((VVhen a)) geotechnical analysis conducted by a qualified engineer or geologist 
8 with experience evaluating and constructing nonstructural stabilization techniques 
9 demonstrates that: 

10 (A) Nonstructural shoreline and bank stabilization solutions are not feasible; 
11 (8) Structural shoreline and bank stabilization is necessary to provide protection 
12 from erosion caused by natural processes such as tidal action, currents, waves 
13 or channel migration and that the erosion is not caused by upland conditions, 
14 such as loss of vegetation and drainage; ((aoo)) 
15 (C) Soft forms of structural shoreline and bank stabilization are not feasible; 
16 (((-G)))ill.} The erosion rate exceeds that which would normally occur in a natural 
17 condition and that the structural shoreline and bank stabilization measure would 
18 not interfere with hydrological and geomorphologic processes normally acting 
19 under a natural condition((-,-)); and 
20 (E) There is a showing of immediacy, measured by a significant possibility that 
21 the primary structure will be damaged within three years as a result of shoreline 
22 erosion in the absence of hard forms of structural shoreline and bank 
23 stabilization, or a showing that waiting until the need is immediate would 
24 foreclose the opportunity to use measures that avoid impacts on ecological 
25 functions. Where the geotechnical analysis confirms a need to prevent potential 
26 damage to a primary structure, but the need is not as immediate as within three 
27 years, the analysis may be used as support of an immediate need to protect 
28 against erosions using soft forms of structural shoreline and bank stabilization. 
29 (c) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall: 
30 (i) Comply with the guidelines in the ((,Integrated Streambank Protection 
31 Guide/.ines)) Marine Shoreline Design Guidelines (Washington State Department of 
32 Fish and Wildlife, ((April 2003))March 2014), ((or the alternative bank protection 
33 methods in Alternative Bank Protection .Methods for Puget Sound Shore!ines)) and 
34 the Soft Shore/ ine Sta bi/ ization Shore/ ine Master Program Pf anning and 
35 Implementation Guidance (Washington State Department of Ecology, ((May 2000, 
36 Publication #00 06 012)) March 2014, Publication No. 14-06-009); 
37 (ii) Not alter natural hydraulic or sediment transport processes to the extent that 
38 downstream, downdrift or adjacent properties are damaged; and 
39 (iii) Not cause a net loss of shoreline ecological functions. Mitigation is required for 
40 any adverse impacts to shoreline ecological functions including, but not limited to 
41 shoreline hydraulic processes such as littoral drift and channel migration, recruitment 
42 of beach materials from feeder bluffs and sediment transport. 
43 (d) Construction of shoreline and bank stabilization measures shall meet the following 
44 criteria: 
45 (i) The size and quantity of material constituting the shoreline and bank stabilization 
46 structure shall be the minimum necessary; 
47 (ii) Beach materials shall not be used to backfill bulkheads, seawalls and other 
48 shoreline and bank stabilization structures; 
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1 (iii) Construction materials shall not contain, or be treated or coated with toxic 
2 materials; 
3 (iv) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall not be used for the indirect 
4 purpose of creating land. When fill is required behind an already existing structure, it 
5 shall not extend water-ward of the ordinary high water mark unless otherwise 
6 permitted by this chapter; 
7 (v) ((Structures)) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall be located 
8 landward of the ordinary high water mark, landward of the storm berm, and generally 
9 parallel to the natural shoreline except: 

10 (A) On bluff or bank shorelines where no other armoring structures are adjacent, 
11 such structures shall be as close to the toe of the bank as possible; 
12 (B) Where there are shoreline and bank stabilization structures on adjacent 
13 properties, the proposed structure shall be tied in flush, except where adjoining 
14 structures extend water-ward of the ordinary high water mark; 
15 (C) Replacement walls or bulkheads shall not encroach water-ward of the 
16 ordinary high water mark or water-ward of the existing structure unless the 
17 residence was occupied prior to January 1, 1992 [per RCW 90.58.100(6)]. In 
18 such cases, the replacement structure shall abut the existing shoreline and bank 
19 stabilization structure and any adversely impacted shoreline ecological functions 
20 shall be mitigated. If critical saltwater habitats or shoreline ecological functions 
21 would be adversely impacted by leaving the existing structure, the structure shall 
22 be removed as part of the replacement measure; and 
23 (D) Nonstructural shoreline and bank stabilization measures that provide 
24 restoration of shoreline ecological functions may be allowed water-ward of the 
25 ordinary high water mark; and 
26 (vi) Publicly financed or subsidized shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall 
27 include provisions for public access as required under SCC 30.67.330. 
28 (2) In addition to the general regulations in SCC 30.67.575(1 ), the following shoreline 
29 environment designation-specific regulations for shoreline and bank stabilization measures 
30 apply: 
31 (a) ((Non structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted in all 
32 shoreline environments except that non structural flood protection measures in the Natural 
33 and Aquatic environments are conditionally permitted; and)) 
34 Natural, Urban Conservancy and adjacent Aquatic. 
35 (i) Non-structural. 
36 (A) Non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures associated with an 
37 ecological enhancement or restoration project are permitted. 
38 (B) All other non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are 
39 conditionally permitted. 
40 (ii) Structural. 
41 (A) Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures associated with an 
42 ecological enhancement or restoration project or protection of an existing 
43 primary structure are conditionally permitted. 
44 (B) All other structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are prohibited. 
45 (b) ((Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted in all shoreline 
46 environments except Natural and adjacent Aquatic environments to protect ecological 
47 enhancement or restoration projects when non structural protection measures are not 
48 feasible. When not in conjunction i.vith an ecological enhancement or restoration project, 
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1 structural shoreline and bank stabilization is conditionally permitted in all shoreline 
2 environments except Natural and Urban Conservancy environments and Aquatic 
3 environments adjacent to Natural and Urban Conservancy environments.)) 
4 Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource, Municipal Watershed Utility and adjacent Aquatic. 
5 (i) Non-structural. Non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are 
6 permitted. 
7 (ii) Structural. Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted 
8 when: 
9 (A) The new or enlarged structural bank stabilization measure is necessary to 

10 protect ecological enhancement or restoration projects when non-structural 
11 protection measures are not feasible; 
12 (B) Normal maintenance and repair of the structural shoreline and bank 
13 stabilization measure does not include replacement; or 
14 (C) The replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization measure is not 
15 enlarged or will improve shoreline ecological functions. 
16 (iii) Any new, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization 
17 measure that does not meet the criteria in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) is conditionally 
18 permitted. 
19 
20 Section 28. Snohomish County Code Section 30.67.580, added by Amended Ordinance No. 12-
21 025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
22 
23 30.67 .580 Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement. 
24 The purpose of shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement projects is to improve ecological 
25 functions and processes necessary to maintain shoreline natural resources, protect public 
26 health and safety, and preserve beneficial uses of the shoreline. 
27 (1) The following general regulations apply to shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement 
28 projects within shorelines: 
29 (a) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall: 
30 (i) Restore, enhance or create fish and wildlife habitat; or 
31 (ii) Implement a recommended project from the shoreline restoration element. 
32 (b) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall not adversely impact river 
33 currents, sediment processes, littoral drift, wetland or fish and wildlife habitat conservation 
34 areas. 
35 (c) Beach enhancement shall be prohibited within spawning, nesting or breeding habitat or 
36 where littoral drift of the enhancement materials adversely affects adjacent spawning 
37 grounds or other fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 
38 (d) Beach and stream enhancement shall not: 
39 (i) Extend water-ward more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve the 
40 desired stabilization; 
41 (ii) Result in steep contours that impede easy pedestrian passage or trap drifting 
42 sediments; 
43 (iii) Be used solely to create new land area; 
44 (iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or shallow water fish and wildlife habitat, unless such 
45 habitat is replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or native 
46 vegetation consistent with sec 30.67.580(1)(h); 
47 (v) Result in a beach differing in character from natural conditions historically found 
48 on the site or vicinity; or 
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1 (vi) Interfere with the normal public use of the navigable waters of the state. 
2 (e) Lake and marine beach restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the 
3 following: 
4 (i) New materials added to a beach shall be of a size and composition as similar as 
5 possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to withstand normal 
6 current, wake or wave action at the site; 
7 (ii) The restored beach shall approximate the natural lake or marine shoreline width, 
8 height, bulk, profile, and vegetation community and structure; 
9 (iii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 

10 (iv) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 
11 two years of placement; and 
12 (v) Gravel berms, drift sills and beach nourishment must be used when appropriate 
13 for the site. 
14 (f) Stream restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the following: 
15 (i) Large woody debris placement, engineered log jams, bioengineering techniques, 
16 fish screens, self-regulating tide gates, removal of artificial structures and fish 
17 barriers, fishways, and stream channel improvements shall be included where 
18 appropriate; 
19 (ii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 
20 (iii) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 
21 two years of placement; 
22 (iv) Size and composition of new materials added to a stream shall be as similar as 
23 possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to withstand normal 
24 current, wake or wave action at the site; and 
25 (v) Restoration or enhancement of the natural stream channel characteristics of 
26 length, width, gradient and sinuosity shall be included where appropriate. 
27 (g) Stream restoration or enhancement shall not: 
28 (i) Create barriers for juvenile or adult migrating fish; 
29 (ii) Remove large woody material embedded in a bank or bed except in those unique 
30 circumstances where removal is necessary to successfully achieve implementation of 
31 the restoration or enhancement project; 
32 (iii) Alter the natural stream more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve the 
33 desired restoration or enhancement; 
34 (iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or fish and wildlife habitat unless such habitat is 
35 replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or riparian vegetation 
36 consistent with sec 30.67.580(1 )(h); or 
37 (v) Create a hazard to navigation, public infrastructure, or primary structures. 
38 (h) Restoration or enhancement of riparian vegetation shall: 
39 (i) Replace disturbed vegetation with comparable plant species and diversity; or 
40 (ii) Improve riparian ecological functions by increasing plant diversity and including 
41 plant species offering higher habitat values, better bank stabilization, improved water 
42 quality functions or nutrient exchange. 
43 (2) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement is permitted in all shoreline environments. 
44 Shoreline modifications that are an integral and necessary component of shoreline habitat 
45 restoration and enhancement projects are allowed in all shoreline environment designations 
46 subject to the appropriate modification-specific shoreline regulations. 
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1 (3) Relief may be granted from the requirements of this chapter to property owners in urban 
2 growth areas affected by a shoreline restoration project that results in a landward shift in the 
3 ordinary high water mark when all requirements of WAC 173-27-215 are met. 
4 
5 Section 29. Snohomish County Code Section 30.91 A.255, last amended by Ordinance No. 13-
6 098 on December 11, 2013, is amended to read: 
7 

8 30.91A.255 Aquaculture. 
9 "Aquaculture" means the culture, harvesting or farming of food fish, shellfish, or other aquatic 

10 plants and animals. Commercial activities include the hatching, cultivating, planting, feeding, 
11 raising, harvesting, and processing of aquatic plants and animals and the maintenance and 
12 construction of necessary equipment, buildings and growing areas. Cultivation methods include 
13 but are not limited to fish pens, fish hatcheries, shellfish rafts, racks and long lines, seaweed 
14 floats and nets and the culture of clams and oysters on tidelands and subtidal areas. Non-
15 commercial activities include activities related to subsistence, recreational and personal 
16 consumption, and research and restoration, provided that non-commercial aquaculture does not 
17 include construction or installation of structures on the beach or waterward of the ordinary high 
18 water mark. Aquaculture does not include the harvest of wild geoduck associated with the state 
19 ((managed)) and tribal co-managed wild stock geoduck fishery. 
20 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC. 
21 
22 Section 30. Snohomish County Code Section 30.91 D.230, last amended by Amended 
23 Ordinance No. 12-025 on June 6, 2012, is amended to read: 
24 
25 30.91 D.230 Development. 
26 "Development" means a use consisting of the construction or exterior alteration of structures; 
27 dredging; drilling; dumping; filling; removal of sand, gravel, or minerals; bulkheading; driving of 
28 piling; placing of obstructions; or any project of a permanent or temporary nature which 
29 interferes with the normal public use of the surface of the waters overlying lands subject to this 
30 title. "Development" does not include dismantling or removing structures if there is no other 
31 associated development activity or re-development activity. 
32 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC. 
33 
34 Section 31. Snohomish County Code Section 30.91 S.330, adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 
35 02-064 on December 9, 2002, is amended to read: 
36 
37 30.915.330 Single-family residence. 
38 "Single-family residence" means a detached dwelling designed for and occupied by 
39 one family and includes normal appurtenances thereto within a contiguous ownership. 
40 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in ((chapter)) chapters 30.44 and 30.67 
41 sec. 
42 
43 Section 32. A new section is added to chapter 30.91 Y Snohomish County Code to read: 
44 
45 30.91Y.010 Yacht and boat club. 
46 "Yacht and boat club" means an institutional use that consists of structures and related grounds 
47 or moorage used for social and recreational purposes related to pleasure boating or swimming, 
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1 the use of which is generally restricted to members and their guests. Yacht and boat clubs may 
2 be either community clubs or private clubs. 
3 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC. 
4 
5 Section 33. The document titled, Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program: 
6 Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations, adopted by Amended 
7 Ordinance No. 12-025 on June 6, 2012, is amended as indicated in Exhibit A, which is attached 
8 hereto and incorporated by reference into this ordinance. 
9 

10 Section 34. The shoreline environment designation maps, adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 
11 12-025 on June 6, 2012, are amended as indicated in Exhibit B, which is attached hereto and 
12 incorporated by reference into this ordinance. 
13 
14 Section 35. Severability and Savings. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
15 ordinance shall be held to be invalid by the Growth Management Hearings Board (Board), or 
16 unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall 
17 not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
18 ordinance. Provided, however, that if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance 
19 is held to be invalid by the Board or court of competent jurisdiction, then the section, sentence, 
20 clause or phrase in effect prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall be in full force and 
21 effect for that individual section, sentence, clause or phrase as if this ordinance had never been 
22 adopted. 
23 
24 Section 36. Effective date and implementation. Pursuant to RCW 90.58.090, the effective date 
25 of this ordinance shall be fourteen days from the date of the Washington State Department of 
26 Ecology's written notice of final action stating it has approved the Snohomish County Shoreline 
27 Management Program. The Department of Planning and Development Services is authorized to 
28 take such actions as may be necessary to implement this ordinance on its effective date. 
29 
30 PASSED this ___ day of ________ , 20_ 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL 
Snohomish County, Washington 

37 
38 
39 
40 ATTEST: 
41 
42 
43 Asst. Clerk of the Council 
44 
45 
46 
47 

Council Chairperson 
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1 ( ) APPROVED 
2 ( ) EMERGENCY 
3 ( ) VETOED DATE: 
4 
5 
6 

7 County Executive 
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9 

10 
11 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Shoreline Management Act 
Washington's Shoreline Management Act (Chapter 90.58 RCW ) was passed by the 
Legislature in 1971 and adopted by the public in a 1972 referendum. The goal of the 
Shoreline Management Act (SMA) is "to prevent the inherent harm in an uncoordinated and 
piecemeal development of the state's shorelines." (RCW 90.58.020). The state conceived 
the concept of preferred uses in an effort to protect shoreline functions and values and 
foster reasonable use and economic development of shoreline areas. Towards this end, the 
SMA establishes a broad policy directive giving preference to shoreline uses that: 

1. Protect the quality of water and the natural environment; 

2. Depend on proximity to the shoreline ("water dependent uses"); and 

3. Preserve and enhance public access or increase recreational opportunities 
for the public along shorelines. 

1.2 Snohomish County's Shoreline Management Program 
The Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program is an element of Snohomish 
County's Growth Management Act (GMA) Comprehensive Plan. The comprehensive plan 
designations and implementing zoning for the unincorporated county shoreline areas form 
the primary basis for assigning shoreline environment designations. Shoreline conditions 
are also considered in this designation process. Regulations and development standards 
are then used to evaluate and permit appropriate proposed shoreline uses and 
modifications. Consistent with the SMA, counties and cities are the primary regulators within 
shoreline jurisdiction, but the Washington State Department of Ecology has the authority 
and responsibility to review and approve local programs and certain types of shoreline 
permits. 

1.2.1 Snohomish County Shoreline Jurisdiction 
In general, shoreline areas in Snohomish County that are subject to the SMA include: 

1. All marine waters below the ordinary high water mark; 

2. Rivers or streams with a mean annual flow greater than 20 cubic feet per second; 

3. Lakes or reservoirs larger than 20 acres; 

4. Shorelands that are 200 feet landward from the ordinary high water mark of these 
waters; 

5. Floodways, the 100-year floodplain associated with shorelines of the state and the 
200 feet of shorelands adjacent to such floodways and floodplain areas; and 

6. Wetlands and river deltas associated with shorelines of the state. 

The county may determine the portion of the 100-year floodplain to be included within 
shoreline jurisdiction as long as the area includes, at a minimum, the floodway and the 
adjacent land extending landward two hundred feet from the floodway. The county's original 
shoreline program established a shoreline jurisdiction along rivers and streams that 
generally followed the 100-year floodplains. The updated shoreline management program 
maintains a similar approach of containing all of the 100-year floodplains in shoreline 
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jurisdiction and also the floodway and the adjacent 200 feet of shorelands, whichever 
encompasses a greater area. The shoreline environment designation maps that are 
included in this document generally depict the location of the county shoreline jurisdiction; 
however, the determination of whether a specific site is within shoreline jurisdiction is 
determined on a site specific basis that considers the property's location, physical 
characteristics and features. 

1.2.1.1 List of Shorelines in Snohomish County 
The following list contains the water bodies that meet the criteria for shorelines of the state 
in RCW 90.58.030(2)(d), (e), (f) and (g). Shoreline jurisdiction also includes the shorelands, 
100-year floodplains and wetlands associated with these water bodies. 

Marine Shorelines: Water areas of the state on Puget Sound, Skagit Bay, Possession Sound, Port Gardner 

and Port Susan, and the estuaries of the Stillaguamish and Snohomish rivers. 

Lakes (((S-4))63}: 

Armstrong Echo 

Bevis Flowing 

Big Greider Frontal 
Blanca (federal) Getchell 
Bosworth Goodwin 

Boulder Hannan 
Bryant Hooven Bog 

Cassidy Howard 

Chain Hughes 

Cochran John Sam 

Connor ((1<€lleg))~ 

Copper Ketchum 

Crabapple Ki 

Crystal Little 

Dagger Little Greider 

East Boardman Loma 

Rivers/ Streams (((~))208): 

All Creek Prairie Mountain 

Anderson Creek Index 

Armstrong Creek Arlington West 

Ashton Creek Fortson 

Baekos Creek Glacier Peak West 

Baldy Creek Whitehorse Mountain 

Bath Creek Dome Peak 

Bear Creek Bothell 

Bear Creek Evergreen Mountain 

Bear Creek Wallace Lake 

Beaver Creek Silverton 

Beckler River Evergreen Mountain 

Sloan Peak 

Creek Silverton 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program· 

lg__rig 
Martha (North) 
Martha (South) 

Mud 

Meadow 

Panther 
Purdy 

Richardson 
Riley 

Roesiger 

Round 
Rowland 

Serene 
Shoecraft 

Spada 

Black Creek 

Black Creek 

Blackjack Creek 

Boardman Creek 

Boardman Creek, 

Boulder Creek 

Creek 

Creek 

Boulder River 

UT 

Boulder River. U T 

Brooks Creek 

Buck Creek 

Buck Creek 

Cadet Creek 

Spring 
Stevens 

Stickney 
Storm 

Sunday 
Sunset (federal) 

Swartz 
Tomtitt 

Treen 
Twin (North) 

Twin (South) 

Unnamed* 
Wagner 

Wallace 

Woods 

Mallardy Ridge 

White Chuck Mountain 

Silverton 

Mallardy Ridge 

Mallardy Ridge 

Evergreen Mountain 

Mount Stickney 

Verlot 

Whitehorse Mountain 

Whitehorse Mountain 

Oso 

Bedal 

Huckleberry Mountain 

Blanca Lake 
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Cadet Creek. U T Sloan Peak Clear Creek Helena Ridge 

Camp Creek Pugh Mountain Coal Creek Silverton 

Canyon Creek Gamma Peak Copper Creek Whitehorse Mountain 

Canyon Creek Mallardy Ridge 1 Cranberry Creek Verlot 

Canyon Creek. N F, UT Riley Lake Crystal Creek Pugh Mountain 

Canyon Creek, U T Riley Lake Cub Creek Riley Lake 

Canyon Creek. U T Riley Lake Dan Creek White Chuck Mountain 

Canyon Creek, U T Riley Lake Daniels Creek 

Canyon Creek. U T Suiattle Pass Decline Creek White Chuck Mountain 

Carpenter Creek Lake Roesiger Deer Creek Index 

Catherine Creek Lake Stevens Deer Creek Silverton 

Chaplain Creek Chaplain Lake Deer Creek Oso 

Cherry Creek Sultan Dick Creek Wallace Lake 

Chocolate Creek Glacier Peak East Dicks Creek Mount Higgins 

Church Creek Conway Dolly Creek Gamma Peak 

Circle Creek Pugh Mountain Dome Creek Dome Peak 

Downey Creek Downey Mountain French Creek Meadow Mountain 
--------+-----------------+--+---------------t--------------1 

Dubuque Creek Snohomish French Creek Snohomish 
1----------------·-·-----+--------------t---+-----------·-------,--t---------------

Duffey Creek Gold Bar French Creek. U T Maltby 

Dusty Creek Gamma Peak Gamma Creek Gamma Peak 

Eagle Creek Baring Gerkman Creek Whitehorse Mountain 

Elk Basin Creek Monte Cristo Glacier Creek Blanca Lake 

Elliott Creek Sloan Peak Goblin Creek Blanca Lake 

Everett Creek Silverton Goblin Creek. UT Blanca Lake 

Evergreen Creek Captain Point Goodman Creek Helena Ridge 

Excelsior Creek Mount Stickney Gordon Creek Mallardy Ridge 

Falls Creek, N F Bedal Grant Creek * Stimson Hill 

Fern Creek Pugh Mountain Hannon Creek 

Five Creek Lime Mountain Helena Creek Helena Ridge 

Fourth Of July Creek Evergreen Mountain Howard Creek Baring 

Fourth Of July Creek, U T Evergreen Mountain Jim Creek Meadow Mountain 

Johnson Creek Marten Creek Silverton 

Kelly Creek Mount Stickney ' May Creek Index 
--~-·------------+.--------------------+-+-------------,------+-----

Kennedy Creek Lime Mountain Mccoy Creek Sultan 

Lime Creek Lime Mountain Meadow Creek Captain Point 

Little Jim Creek Riley Lake Meadow Creek Meadow Mountain 

Little Pilchuck Creek Lake Stevens Meadow Creek Pugh Mountain 

Lost Creek Glacier Peak West Milk Creek Lime Mountain 
--------------+--------------+-+--------------+------------~ 
Mallardy Creek Mallardy Ridge Milk Creek, E F Lime Mountain 

Creek Lake Chaplain Miners Creek Suiattle Pass 
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Murphy Creek Helena Ridge Pearsall Creek 

North Creek Bothell Perry Creek 

Olney Creek Wallace Lake Pilchuck Creek McMurray 

Owl Creek Pugh Mountain Pilchuck River Wallace Lake 

Palmer Creek Bedal Portage Creek Arlington West 

Proctor Creek Gold Bar Saddle Creek Meadow Mountain 

Proctor Creek, U T Gold Bar Salmon Creek Monte Cristo 

Pugh Creek Pugh Mountain Salmon Creek. S F Monte Cristo 

Pumice Creek Lime Mountain San Juan Creek Evergreen Mountain 

Quartz Creek Blanca Lake Bedal 

Quilceda Creek, M F Marysville auk River.NF Glacier Peak West 

Quilceda Creek, W F Marysville Sauk River, S F Monte Cristo 

Rapid River Labyrinth Mountain Segelsen Creek Fortson 

Rapid River. N F Captain Point Seventysix Gulch Monte Cristo 

Rapid River, U T Captain Point Silver Creek Monte Cristo 
f--------------··-+----------·---+---+------------------+--------·" 

Rapid River, U T Captain Point 

Rapid River, U T Captain Point 

Rapid River, U T Captain Point 

Red Creek Glacier Peak West 

Rollins Creek Mount Higgins 

Skykomish River, N F, UT Bench Mark Mountain 

Skykomish River. N F. UT Bench Mark Mountain 

Silver Creek, U T 

Skykomish River, N F 

Skykomish River, N F 

kykomish River, N F, UT 

River, N F. UT 

aguamish River, SF. UT 

Stillaguamish River, U T 

Monte Cristo 

Bench Mark Mountain 

Monte Cristo 

Bench Mark Mountain 

Bench Mark Mountain 

Bedal 

Silverton 
, ______ ,,_,,, _____________ ..,._ ________ , _______ +---l-----------------"----- --

Sloan Creek Bench Mark Mountain Stony Creek Silverton 
f-----·----·-·-·----·---·-t--------------+---+--

Sloan Creek Sloan Peak Straight Creek White Chuck Mountain 

Sloan Creek. U T Bench Mark Mountain Suiattle River Glacier Peak East 

Small Creek Suiattle Pass Suiattle River Downey Mountain 

Snohomish River (entire length in county) Suiattle River. UT Glacier Peak East 
1------------------------------j---j-------------t-------------------; 

Snoqualmie River 

Spire Creek 

Squire Creek 

(entire length in county) Suiattle River. UT Glacier Peak East 
------+---+-------------+------·-----·-----< 

Dome Peak Sulpher Creek Dome Peak 

Whitehorse Mountain Sulpher Creek, U T Dome Peak 
+----------------t--+---------------1---------------; 

Stillaguamish River (entire length in county) Sultan River Monte Cristo 
C-------------~----------~------+--+----·-··---·-·----------t-------------·"'"'-·--··-·---< 

Stillaguamish River, N F Fortson Sultan River. SF, M F Mount Stickney 

Stillaguamish River, N F Mount Higgins Sultan River. SF, NF Mount Stickney 

Stillaguamish River. S F Bedal Swamp Creek Edmonds East 

Stillaguamish River, S F Verlot Triad Creek 

Troublesome Creek Blanca Lake West Cady Creek, U T 

Troublesome Creek. U T Blanca Lake Troublesome Creek. W F 
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Troublesome Creek, U T 

Trout Creek, S F 

Trout Creek, U T 

Tulalip Creek 

Vesper Creek 

Vista Creek 

Wallace River 

Wallace River, N F 

Weden Creek 

West Cady Creek 

West Cady Creek, U T 

West Cady Creek, UT 

NF = North Fork 
SF = South Fork 
MF= Middle Fork 

Blanca Lake 

Baring 

Baring 

Tulalip 

Mount Stickney 

Gamma Peak 

Mount Stickney 

Wallace Lake 

Monte Cristo 

Bench Mark Mountain 

Bench Mark Mountain 

Blanca Lake 

WF = West Fork 
EF = East Fork 

Trout Creek 

West Cady Creek, U T 

White Chuck River 

White Chuck River. U T 

White Chuck River. U T 

I Wiley Creek 

I Williamson Creek 

Williamson Creek, U T 

Wilson Creek 

Woods Creek 

Worthy Creek 

Youngs Creek 

UT= unnamed tributary 

Baring 

Captain Point 

Glacier Peak West 

Glacier Peak West 

Glacier Peak West 

Mallardy Ridge 

Silverton 

Silverton 

Mallardy Ridge 

Lake Roesiger 

Verlot 

Gold Bar 

NOTE: Rivers included as shorelines of the state have been identified by USGS and Washington State Department 
of Ecology flow modeling. Statewide stream lists and the stream flow model used to locate the 20 cfs point are 
described on DOE's web site. Stream list can be found here (near the bottom of the web page): 

Methodology for identifying shoreline streams in Western Washington (also near the bottom of the page): 

1.2.2 Shorelines of Statewide Significance 
Certain shoreline areas have been given a special status because these shorelines are 
major resources from which all people in the state derive benefit. These areas are called 
shorelines of statewide significance. In Snohomish County, shorelines of statewide 
significance include: 

• All salt water areas of Puget Sound including bays, harbors, inlets and estuaries are 
the associated shorelands, including Puget Sound, Possession Sound, Port 
Gardner, Port Susan, Skagit Bay, Stillaguamish River Estuary and the Snohomish 
River Estuary; 

• Lakes with surface area of 1,000 acres or larger; and 

• Rivers downstream from the point where the mean annual flow rate is 1,000 cubic 
feet per second. 
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Shorelines of Statewide Significance 
Marine Shorelines: 

Skagit Bay* 
Stillaguamish River Estuary 
Snohomish River Estuary 

Puget Sound* 

Possession Sound* 

Port Gardner* 

Port Susan* 
* Waterward from the line of extreme low tide. 

Lakes: 

Lake Stevens 
Spada Lake 

Rivers: 

Sauk 
Skykomish 
Snohomish 

Snoqualmie 

Stillaguamish 

1.2.2.1 Management Principles and Development Guidelines 
The Shoreline Management Act of 1971 designated certain shoreline areas as shorelines of 
state-wide significance. Shorelines thus designated are important to the entire state. 
Because these shorelines are major resources from which all people in the state derive 
benefit, Snohomish County's Master Program must give preference to uses which favor 
public and long-range goals. 

Accordingly, the Act has established that Snohomish County's Master Program shall give 
preference to uses which meet the principles outlined below in order of preference. 
Guidelines for ensuring that these principles are incorporated into the Master Program and 
adhered to in implementing the Act follow each principle. 

1. Recognize and Protect the State-Wide Interest Over Local Interest Development 
Guidelines: 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Solicit comments and opinions from groups and individuals representing state-wide 
interests by circulating the Master Program, Master Program amendments and requests 
for substantial development permits on shorelines of state-wide significance to state 
agencies, adjacent jurisdictions, citizen's advisory committees and local officials, and 
state-wide interest groups. 

b) Recognize and take into account state agencies' policies, programs and 
recommendations in developing and administering use regulations. 

c) Solicit comments, opinions and advice from individuals with expertise in ecology, 
oceanography, geology, limnology, aquaculture and other scientific fields pertinent to 
shoreline management 

2. Preserve the Natural Character of the Shoreline 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Designate and administer shoreline planning environments and use regulations to 
minimize man-made intrusions on shorelines. 

b) Upgrade and redevelop those areas where intensive development already exists, in 
order to reduce their adverse impact on the environment and to accommodate future 
growth rather than allowing high intensity uses to extend into low intensity use or 
underdeveloped areas. 
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c) Ensure that where commercial timber cutting is allowed, as provided in RCW 
90.58.150, reforestation will be possible and accomplished as soon as practicable. 

3. Result in Long-Term Over Short-Term Benefit 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Preserve the shorelines for future generations. For example, actions that would 
convert resources into irreversible uses or detrimentally alter natural conditions 
characteristic of shorelines of state-wide significance, should be severely limited. 

b) Evaluate the short-term economic gain or convenience of developments in 
relationship to long-term and potentially costly impairments to the natural environment. 

c) Actively promote aesthetic considerations when contemplating new development, 
redevelopment of existing facilities or for the general enhancement of shoreline areas. 

4. Protect the Resources and Ecology of the Shorelines 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Leave undeveloped those areas which contain a unique or fragile resource. b) 
Prevent erosion and sedimentation that would alter the natural function of the water 
system. In areas where erosion and sediment control practices will not be effective, 
excavations or other activities which increase erosion are to be severely limited. 

c) Restrict or prohibit public access onto areas which cannot be maintained in a natural 
condition under human uses. 

5. Increase Public Access to Publicly Owned Areas of the Shorelines 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Give priority to developing paths and trails to shoreline areas, linear access along the 
shorelines and to developing upland parking. 

b) Locate development inland from the ordinary high water mark so that access is 
enhanced. 

6. Increase Recreational Opportunities for the Public on the Shorelines 

Development Guidelines: 

a) Plan for and encourage development of facilities for recreational use of the 
shorelines. 

b) Reserve areas for lodging and related facilities on uplands well away from the 
shorelines with provisions for non-motorized access to the shorelines. 

1.2.3 Components of Snohomish County's SMP 
The Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) consists of three major 
components and several related supporting documents. The official SMP consists of the 
following documents: 

1) a document titled Shoreline Management Program: Environment Designations, 
Policies and Regulations; 

2) a series of ((44)) 47 maps indexed by township and range and originally 
compiled at a scale of 1 :24,000 that comprise the official delineation of the county's 
shoreline jurisdiction and assignment of shoreline environment designations; and 
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3) shoreline administrative provisions contained in the Snohomish County Code 
chapter 30.44 sec and substantive regulations contained in chapter 30.67 sec. 

The Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) updates the original 
Snohomish County Shoreline Management Master Program that was adopted in 197 4 and 
has been revised several times with the most recent revision in 1993. The updated 
Shoreline Management Program contains shoreline environment designation criteria, 
management policies, and reference maps; shoreline general goals, policies and 
regulations; specific shoreline use and modification policies and regulations consistent with 
the intent and ecological conditions in each shoreline environment (chapter 30.67 SCC); and 
a glossary of terms. The Shoreline Management Program also includes a series of ((44)) 47 
detailed maps indexed by township and range. And finally, the processes and procedures 
for application and review of shoreline permits are contained in chapter 30.44 SCC. 
Together these three components meet the goals, intent and requirements of the Shoreline 
Management Act and the state Department of Ecology guidelines for preparing shoreline 
master programs. 

This document contains references to chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC, which comprise a 
component of the SMP. This document also includes the complete text of chapters 30.44 
and 30.67 SCC as Appendices E and F. However, the reader always should ensure that he 
or she is relying on the most current version of chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC by contacting 
the Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) or the 
Office of the Code Reviser, or by reviewing the on-line version of the SCC at 
www.snoco.org. In the event inconsistencies exist between the summary of the SCC 
provisions contained in this document and the actual SCC provisions, the actual provisions 
control. 

Table 1 shows where each of the SMA-required components can be found in the county's 
SMP. 

In addition to the SMP documents there are several supporting documents: 

• Summary of Shoreline Ecological Functions and Conditions in Snohomish County 

• Cumulative Impact Analysis 

• Draft Environmental Impact Statement of the Proposed Shoreline Management 
Program 

• Lake Designation Project: Shoreline Environment Designation Recommendations 

• Shoreline Restoration Element 

• Revised Summary of Best Available Science for Critical Areas, March, 2006. 

• Critical Area Monitoring and Adaptive Management Program 

Figure 1 illustrates how the components of these supporting documents have contributed to 
the required elements of the county's SMP. The Summary of Shoreline Ecological 
Functions and Conditions in Snohomish County looks at the existing characteristics of the 
county's shorelines. These existing characteristics are a function of the existing land use 
and development patterns and the present ecological conditions (shown in green in Figure 
1 ). The Cumulative Impact Analysis examines the development potential within shoreline 
jurisdiction and the possible impacts this development may have on ecological functions 
(shown in blue in Figure 1 ). These two documents provide supporting data for the 
designation of shoreline environments, the shoreline policies and regulations and the 
required restoration element as illustrated in Figure 1 below. 
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Table 1. The Components of the SMP 

SMP Components 

Shoreline Management Program: Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 

- Shoreline environment designation criteria and management policies 

- Policies guiding shoreline uses and modifications 

Series of Shoreline Designation Maps 

- Approximation of shoreline jurisdiction and shoreline environment designations 

Shoreline Regulations: 

- Chapter 30.44 sec Shoreline Permits (Appendix E) 

Permit requirements, processes and review criteria 

- Chapter 30.67 sec Shoreline Management Program (Appendix F) 

Development standards: 

Types of shoreline uses permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited by shoreline environment 

Bulk regulations 

Development standards for specific uses and modifications within each shoreline environment 
designation 

Planned Land Use 
- Comprehensive Plan 
- Zoning 

KEY: 

Land use planning components 

Figure 1. Contribution of Supporting Documents to the SMP 
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1.2.4 SMP Elements 
The elements of the SMP are those required by RCW 90.58.100(2). The county's SMP is 
required to address several elements either as discrete sections within the plan or by 
integrating them throughout the master program provisions. The following elements 
identified in RCW 90.58.100(2) have been integrated into the SMP pursuant to WAC 173-
26-191(1)(b) as follows: 

• Economic element (See 3.2.3 - Shoreline Use Element; 3.2.5.1 - Agriculture; 
3.2.5.2 - Aquaculture; 3.2.5.5 - Commercial; 3.2.5.9 - Forestry; 3.2.5.10 Industry 
and Ports; 3.5.2.12- Mining; and 3.2.5.13- Recreation) 

• Public access element (See 3.2.4 - Public Access Element; 3.2.5.5 - Commercial; 
3.2.5.10 - Industry and Ports; and 3.2.5.13 Recreation; 3.2.5.14 - Residential) 

• Recreation element (See 3.2.5.13 - Recreation) 

• Circulation element (See 3.2.5.17 - Transportation, Circulation and Parking; 
3.2.5.18 - Utilities) 

• Land use element (See 3.2.3 - Shoreline Use Element; 3.2.5 - Specific Uses and 
Modifications including subsections 1 through 19) 

• Restoration element (See 3.2.5.16 - Shoreline Habitat Restoration and 
Enhancement; see also the supporting document, Shoreline Restoration Element) 

• Flood damage prevention element (See 3.2.5.9 - Flood Protection Measures) 

• Conservation element (See 1.2.4.1 - Conservation and Monitoring Element) 

• Cultural resources element (See 1.2.4.2 - Cultural, Archaeological and Historic 
Element) 

1.2.4.1 Conservation and Monitoring Element 
The conservation element provides an overarching framework to implement the county's 
multifaceted approach to environmental protection as adopted in the comprehensive plan. 
The multifaceted approach includes interjurisdictional cooperation and planning; regulatory 
and non-regulatory programs including education and incentives; restoration and 
enhancement programs; and ecological monitoring. 

The conservation element considers the preservation of natural resources and ecological 
functions, including but not limited to scenic vistas, aesthetics, and vital estuarine areas for 
fisheries and wildlife protection. 

Goals: 

1. Preserve and protect shoreline natural resources. 

2. Preserve and protect ecological functions and processes necessary to maintain 
shoreline natural resources, protect public health and safety, and preserve beneficial 
uses of the shoreline. 

3. Preserve and protect the ecological functions and values of the county's shoreline areas 
to ensure no net loss. 

4. Preserve and protect water quality. 
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5. Preserve and protect priority habitat and species in shoreline areas. 

Policies: 

1. Protect priority habitat and species in shoreline areas. 

2. Minimize the destruction of native vegetation and preserve tree cover in riparian areas 
by establishing vegetation conservation standards. 

3. New development should be located and designed to avoid impacts to shoreline natural 
resources and the functions provided by these resources. Where avoidance is not a 
feasible alternative, require that adverse impacts be mitigated to achieve no net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. 

4. Shoreline development projects should follow best management practices that protect 
water quality. 

5. Protect natural floodplain processes where feasible. 

6. Protect wild salmon run viability by managing stormwater to maintain or reduce peak 
flows and effectively filter out contaminants before flowing into streams, rivers and the 
Puget Sound. 

7. Protect the scenic and aesthetic qualities of shorelines and vistas where feasible. 

8. Shoreline uses, development patterns, and the shoreline restoration element should be 
consistent with and support the county's commitments to conservation and restoration 
efforts conducted pursuant to salmon recovery plans and programs. 

9. Regularly inventory and monitor shoreline conditions and habitat improvements to 
provide information which can be used to evaluate the cumulative effects of shoreline 
development. Where feasible, coordinate with other agencies' monitoring and data 
gathering activities. 

10. Control invasive or noxious plants and animals as defined by the Snohomish County 
Noxious Weed Control Board and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

11. Monitor the effectiveness of shoreline plans and regulations in protecting, preserving, and 
restoring the shoreline environment. 

12. Encourage continuing biological, geological, ecological, and economic studies of 
shoreline systems, which will provide a regularly updated database. 

13. To the extent feasible, protect the ecological functions of riparian, aquatic and terrestrial 
wildlife habitats. 

14. To the extent feasible, protect areas with valuable geological, biological and/or historic 
significance. 

15. Support and develop programs to educate private property owners about the importance 
of maintaining a natural shoreline environment. 

16. Promote the use of soft shore stabilization and discourage hard shore solutions when 
shoreline stabilization is necessary to address erosion problems. 

17. The county shall, where possible, provide incentives for protection of critical areas such 
as designating lands, permanent open space, conservation easements, donations to 
land trusts or similar organizations, and open space tax incentives. 
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18. The county should develop acquisition and conservation easement programs directed at 
lands that have unique ecological values or cannot be protected by any other method. 

19. The county shall promote innovative land use techniques, where appropriate, such as 
transfer and purchase of development rights and other incentives or voluntary practices. 

20. Some areas with low flow conditions have been worsened from increasing development 
by affecting ground and surface water. The county should use incentive programs, such 
as selling, leasing, or transferring ground and surface water rights. 

1.2.4.2 Cultural, Archaeological and Historic Element 
The cultural resources element includes historic, cultural, archaeological, scientific, and 
educational elements for the protection and restoration of buildings, sites, and areas having 
historic, cultural, scientific, or educational values. 

Goals 

1. Identify, protect and preserve areas within the shorelines of Snohomish County which 
have significant historical, cultural, education or scientific values. 

2. Encourage restoration and enhancement of cultural resources in shoreline areas. 

Policies 

1. Preserve and protect to the maximum extent all shoreline area sites, buildings, 
structures and objects which have been placed on the national or state historical 
register. 

2. Prevent the destruction of or damage to any site having historic, cultural, scientific or 
educational value as identified by Snohomish County's historic resource inventory and/or 
the list of registered archaeological sites maintained by the Washington State Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation, and tribally identified sites. 

3. Follow an established procedure of notification and consultation of the applicable Native 
American tribe when an archeological site or burial ground is discovered, regardless of 
whether the site has been previously recorded. 

4. Ensure conservation of significant archeological and historical amenities in shoreline 
areas for the education of future generations. 

5. Coordinate with affected tribes to protect Native American artifacts and sites of 
significance, and other archeological and cultural resources. 

Regulations 

sec 30.67.340 
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1.2.5 SMP Updates and Amendments 
The SMP may be amended when new information is obtained, local circumstances change, 
or shoreline management approaches are improved. How to process a proposed 
amendment will depend on the particular aspect of the program that is to be amended. For 
example, if the proposed change would modify the shoreline development regulations in the 
Snohomish County Code, the county must follow the procedures in chapter 30. 73 sec for 
Type 3 Decisions - Legislative. Amendments to other components of the SMP will be 
processed in accordance with the annual docketing procedures outlined in chapter 30.74 
SCC. Updates to the overall program will occur periodically as specified in state law. 

Compliance with these amendment processes will allow for public notice and hearing, 
review and recommendation by county staff and the Planning Commission with formal 
adoption by the county council. After local adoption, all amendments to the SMP must be 
approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology before they become effective. 

The process requirements for amending the SMP are contained in SCC 30.67.110. 
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2. Designation of Shoreline Environments 

2.1 Shoreline Environment Designation Process 

The shoreline guidelines, WAC 173-26-211(4)(a), require that the general environment 
designation provisions include: 1) a purpose statement describing the shoreline management 
objectives of the designation in a manner that distinguishes it from other designations; 2) clearly 
stated criteria providing the basis for classifying or reclassifying a specific shoreline area with an 
environment designation; and 3) management policies in sufficient detail to assist in the 
interpretation of the environment designation regulations and, for jurisdictions planning under 
chapter 36. 70A RCW, to evaluate consistency with the local comprehensive plan. 

The proposed Shoreline Management Program contains seven shoreline environment 
designation categories, each based on the existing land use pattern, the biological and physical 
character of the shorelines and the aspirations of the community as expressed through the 
county's comprehensive plan. The county conducted an extensive analysis of the ecological 
functions and conditions of the county's shorelines. Criteria addressing ecological conditions, 
land use patterns and comprehensive plan designations were applied to define and map the 
following seven shoreline environment designations: Aquatic, Natural, Resource, Municipal 
Watershed Utility, Rural Conservancy, Urban Conservancy, and Urban. 

The ecological functions and conditions were assessed in the Summary of Shoreline Ecological 
Functions and Conditions in Snohomish County, February 2006. Current ecological functions 
and conditions are directly influenced by existing land uses which are in turn determined by 
comprehensive plan designation and zoning. The land use portion of the analysis is based on 
comprehensive plan designation, zoning and actual development patterns. 

Figure 2 illustrates how the ecological conditions and land use factors interact. The 
comprehensive plan, including the shoreline goals and policies, influences the zoning which in 
turn drives the existing land use patterns and intensity. The land use types and densities affect 
the existing ecological functions and conditions which in turn influence the shoreline 
designations. The shoreline designations then become part of the SMP and as such are 
incorporated into the comprehensive plan. 

Figure 2. Interaction Between Ecological Conditions and Land Use Factors 
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2.1.1 Inventory of Ecological Functions and Conditions 
The environment designations were assigned to shoreline areas in accordance with the 
County's inventory of current shoreline ecological functions and conditions. The inventory 
assessed a wide range of data representing ecological indicators to determine the health, or 
natural functions, present in shoreline areas. Thresholds were established to assign a 
functional level for each segment of shoreline: healthy versus impaired or missing. This 
inventory is key to assigning the appropriate shoreline designation and to designing a 
shoreline restoration element. Areas where ecological functions are "healthy" were 
considered for a natural or urban conservancy designation with the focus on protection 
rather than restoration. Areas where functions were impaired or missing were considered 
for a more intensive designation assignment with a focus on restoration in addition to 
protection. 

Table 2 below provides a summary of the indicators and thresholds used to assess 
shoreline ecological function. The full results of the inventory can be reviewed in the 
Summary of Shoreline Ecological Functions and Conditions in Snohomish County, February 
2006. 

Table 2. Indicators and Thresholds of Shoreline Ecological Functions 

Indicators and Thresholds of Shoreline Ecological Functions 

Function Data Indicator and Threshold Levels 
Indicator Healthy Impaired Missing 

Basin aquatic TIA1 < 7%; road density< 2 TIA 7-12%; road density 2- TIA> 12%; road density 
health, hydrologic mi./sq.mi.; total forest cover 3 mi./sq.mi.; total forest > 3 mi./sq.mi.; total forest 
regimes > 65%; OR rated as "healthy" cover 25-65%; OR rated as cover< 25%; OR rated 

or "intact" in other published "fair" or "moderately as "poor" or "degraded" in 
research impaired" in other published other published research 

research 
Sedimentation River bank armoring< 10%; River bank armoring 10- River bank armoring > 
processes OR rated "good" or "intact" in 20%; OR rated as "fair" or 20%; OR rated as "poor" 

other published research "moderately degraded" in or "degraded" in other 
other published research published research 

Marine shoreline armoring < Marine shoreline armoring Marine shoreline 
20%; feeder bluff armoring < 20-50%; feeder bluff armoring > 50%; feeder 
25% armoring 25-50% bluff armoring > 50% 

I Water quality I No CWA2 303(d) listing I One CWA 303(d) listing Two or more CWA 303(d) 
listinq 

I State of the Lakes report I State of the Lakes report State of the Lakes report I Flood storage 
I rates as "healthi' rates as "at risk" rates as "impaired" 
I Control structures do not Control structures along Control structures or non-
I affect channel migration and one bank limit channel erodible geology along 
I river is connected to migration and river is both banks limit channel 

I I floodplain; OR rated as disconnected from migration and river is 
I "good" or "intact" in other floodplain; OR rated as disconnected from 

"fair" or "moderately floodplain; OR rated as 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I I_ tubished research 

degraded" in other "poor" or "degraded" in J 
published research other published research 
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Hydrologic Land use or modifications Land use or modifications Land use or modifications 
connectivity (culverts, bridges, armoring) ( culverts, bridges, ( culverts, bridges, 

have not affected hydrologic armoring) have altered armoring) have severely 
connectivity or sediment hydrologic connectivity or altered hydrologic or 
processes sediment processes disrupted connectivity or 

sediment processes 
Presence/quality of Exist and appear to have Exist but cleared of native Filled or drained, 
adjacent wetlands intact native vegetation vegetation disconnected from 

waterbody by armoring, 
otherwise modified from 
natural conditions 

Shoreline Continuous corridor of Patchy vegetation; OR Cleared of vegetation; 
vegetation vegetation; OR rated as rated as "fair" or OR rated as "poor" or 

"good" or "intact" in other "moderately degraded" in "degraded" in other 
published research other published research published research 
Tree and shrub cover > 70% Tree and shrub cover 30- Tree and shrub cover < 

70% 30% 
Large woody debris > 50 pieces/km; OR rated as Rated as "fair", "moderately < 50 pieces/km; OR rated 
(LWD) "good" or "intact" in other degraded", or "at risk" in as "poor" or "degraded" in 

published research other published research other published research 
On Lakes: LWD present and On Lakes: some LWD On Lakes: little or no 
provides good habitat present LWD present 

Pools Rated as "good", "intact" or Rated as "fair", "moderately Rated as "poor" or 
"properly functioning" in other degraded", or "at risk" in "degraded" in other 
published research other published research published research 

Dock density < 3 docks/ 1,000 ft. 3-8 docks / 1 , 000 ft. > 8 docks/ 1,000 ft. 

1 TIA= Total impervious area 
2 CW A = Clean Water Act 

2.1.1.1 Restoration of Shoreline Ecological Functions 
The shoreline inventory identifies shoreline segments where the ecological functions are 
either "healthy", "impaired" or "missing". Locations where ecological functions are "impaired" 
or "missing" have been identified for potential restoration projects. The county has prepared 
a separate document, "Shoreline Restoration Efemenf', which provides a nexus between the 
inventory, capital improvement projects and programs and restoration planning. The 
Shore/ ine Restoration Element: 

• implements the SMP restoration policies (see section 3.2.5.16); 

• establishes local restoration goals and priorities; 

• identifies existing restoration projects and programs along shorelines with impaired 
or missing ecological functions as identified in the shoreline inventory; and 

• suggests additional projects and programs needed to achieve local restoration goals. 

2.1.2 Land Use Patterns 
In addition to the health of the ecological functions, current and planned land use and 
development density/intensity were also considered in the assignment of shoreline 
designation. Because of the relationship between existing ecological functions and land use 
patterns, it is clear that each shoreline environment has a unique character in terms of land 
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use. Table 3 illustrates the land use character of each shoreline environment designation by 
looking at the various zoning classifications that make up each designated environment. 

The Urban environment is predominantly made up of resource (agriculture only in this case), 
urban industrial, and high-density residential (89.59%). The Urban Conservancy 
environment is predominantly rural commercial, resource (agriculture only), and high-density 
residential (94.27%). Rural Conservancy is made up of rural commercial, low-density 
residential and resource (agriculture and forestry) (99.46%). The Resource environment is 
made up of resource zoning (99.78%), predominantly agricultural lands (90%). Municipal 
Watershed Utility includes Spada Lake and the surrounding shoreline area which is zoned 
entirely as forest. The Natural environment consists entirely of rural commercial (an 
obsolete zoning class, RD, out in the Darrington area along the Sauk River), low-density 
residential and resource (agriculture and forest). The Aquatic environment contains the full 
range of zoning classifications as this designation is coincident with each of the others. 

Table 3. Land Use Type and Intensity in each Shoreline Environment Designation 

Land Use Type and Intensity in each Shoreline Environment Designation 
As illustrated by Environment-Specific Zoning Classifications 

Zone Urban Urban Rural 
Conservancy Conservancy Resource 

Municipal 
Watershed 

Utility 
Natural Aquatic 

0 ac. 0 ac. 41.27 ac. 2.76 ac. 5.54 ac. 
Rural Industrial (0.0%)((4ca I (0.0%)((2-,"79 (0.29%)((44cD (0.01%)((1-028 O O (0.04%)((~2~ 
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(RB, RD, RFS) _J::~~)) (14~:;))) ~!~=~) (~~m. __ _,.. ___ (_o_.0_00_10_)----+~f4_!l3_·~-6%~a>~~;----+_~(3_~:1~)) 
69.10 ac_--,-~5-6-.2-3-ac~.~-~88_0_5_.4_7~a~c.--+- 156.17 ac. I 474.04 ac. 3485:fsiic:-

Low-density (6.86%)((W (34.85%)((44-c (62.07%)((84 (0.31%)((74.-82 O (8.39%)((36 (24.69%)((343 Residential I 
(SA-1, RC, R-5) ~- 97-a&.- 69.34 ac. a&.- (0.00%) 2.44-aG. 6.~1--8£. 

f--------t--~2.~ . .g~~-O O~l )~) -t-~~'°-· _i'°_/,~~--t-(6'---2.-0_2_%_,}CU))_f---L..-·f-0_0_X LL) )'---f- (8.02-%})) (2&.-09°!. )) 
Resource 121.86 ac. 13.80 ac. 3338.62 ac. 49851.54 ac. 2305.43 ac. 4586.84 ac. 7883.66 ac. 

(12.10%)((4 (8.55%)((194. (23.53%)((3t (99.53%)((480 ((22-64.7-3 (81.21 %)((3 (55.85%)((947 
(A-10. F, F&R, ?o en rn "" ?C ?r: A"7 ~~)) "" 0"7 -- r "7 MC . R RT) -..o,:,--aG. <><1--aG. t>t.v"·aG v<h"+T = ............ .,_.,._, I ""' -a<.. 

!

------·---- ft3~~%>)l (47.72%))) (2~1L tw.78%>))___ (100.0%) (78.67%>)) ·_ (69.17%)l.L_

1 376.01 ac. 7.80 ac. 0.42 ac. 2.63 a~ 729.86 ac. 
Urban Industrial (37.34%)((3 (4.84%)((a-.62 (0.00%)((0,-0a (0.01%)((2..2€ O O (5.17%)((~ 

I (BP, HI. IP. LI) 44.M-8£. aG. aG aB (0.00%) (0.00%) ~-~. 

-------+-<~-3_2.9_7%_._)=))--1--_(4~%:.lc·))'.!..) -j.----------',:C-'c-'c'·:..Ll2-+--·-'-:..:.::..::~'-L.._.+----+----------/---·'-'·'-'-'--'':L!.L---i 
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I Residential 
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(32.44°/e-))) 
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0 
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0 
(0.00%) 

1.58 ac. 
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2.2 Environment-Specific Policies & Designation Criteria 
The county used a Geographic Information System (GIS) to assign the designations and 
create shoreline maps. The initial GIS assignments to the shoreline environments were 
followed by a case-by-case assessment of the ecological conditions of each shoreline 
segment. The criteria used to assign the shoreline designations are consistent with the 
provisions in WAC 173-26-211. The following steps were used in the analysis. 

1. Areas waterward of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), or between the OHWM 
on each bank of the rivers were assigned Aquatic. 

2. Areas with a resource designation on the county's comprehensive plan were 
assigned Resource. 

3. All areas within the Urban Growth Area (UGA) were assigned Urban. 

4. All non-Resource areas outside of the UGA were assigned Rural Conservancy. 

5. Case-by-case assessment of Urban areas resulted in a change to Urban 
Conservancy for those areas which met the criteria in section 2.2.6. 

6. Case-by-case assessment of all areas resulted in a change to Natural for those 
areas which met the criteria in section 2.2.2. 

Steps 5 and 6 rely heavily on the inventory of existing ecological functions and conditions to 
determine if the criteria are met for Urban Conservancy or Natural. Each stream reach or 
shoreline segment was evaluated individually relative to the designation criteria. The 
ecological and land use criteria for assigning each designation are summarized below. The 
criteria which resulted in a designation of Urban Conservancy or Natural for each reach or 
shoreline segment are presented in Appendix Bat the end of this SMP. 

The Shoreline Advisory Committee developed the purpose and policy statements for each 
unique shoreline environment designation. The SMA requires that all approved 
development activities be conducted in accordance with the purpose and management 
policies for the applicable shoreline environment. 

The shoreline environment designations and maps are codified in chapter 30.67 SCC, Part 
200. 

2.2.1 Aquatic 
Purpose: 

The Aquatic environment designation is intended to protect, restore, and manage the unique 
characteristics and resources of the areas waterward of the ordinary high water mark 
(OHWM). 

Management Policies: 

I. Allow new overwater structures only for water dependent uses, public access, or 
ecological restoration if it can be clearly shown that the cumulative environmental 
impacts of such structures will not cause significant adverse impacts to protected 
species. 

2. The size of new overwater structures should be limited to the minimum necessary to 
support the structure's intended use. 
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3. Multiple use of overwater structures should be encouraged to reduce impacts of 
shoreline development and increase effective use of water resources. 

4. All developments and uses on navigable waters or their beds should be located and 
designed to minimize interference with surface navigation, to consider impacts to public 
views, and to allow for the safe, unobstructed passage of fish and wildlife, particularly 
those species dependent on migration. 

5. Uses that adversely impact the ecological functions of critical saltwater and freshwater 
habitats should not be allowed except where necessary to achieve the objectives of 
RCW 90.58.020, and then only when their impacts are mitigated to assure no net loss of 
ecological functions. 

6. Shoreline uses and modifications should be designed and managed to prevent 
degradation of water quality and alteration of natural hydrographic conditions. 

Designation Criteria 

Assign an Aquatic environment designation to lands waterward of the ordinary high water 
mark. Areas designated Municipal Watershed Utility (e.g., Spada Lake) are an exception. 
Submerged and intertidal lands with other shoreline designations should be designated 
Aquatic if the management policies and objectives for Aquatic areas are met. In addition, 
regulations for managing submerged and intertidal lands should be consistent with the 
Aquatic shoreline environment management policies. Associated wetlands located 
waterward of the ordinary high water mark are also designated Aquatic. 

2.2.2 Natural 
Purpose: 

The Natural shoreline environment designation is intended to protect or restore shoreline 
areas that are relatively free of human influence or that include intact or minimally degraded 
shoreline functions that are intolerant of human use. These systems require that only very 
low intensity uses be allowed in order to maintain the ecological functions and ecosystem 
wide processes. Future uses should be compatible with the natural characteristics that 
make these areas unique and valuable. 

Management Policies: 

1. The county's comprehensive plan is the primary guide for the location, type, density and 
distribution of uses in the Natural shoreline environment designation. Regulations for 
the Natural environment may limit uses and modifications to ensure consistency with 
these management policies and the Shoreline Management Act. 

2. Land uses that would substantially degrade the ecological functions or natural character 
of the shoreline area should not be allowed. Specifically, the following new uses shall 
not be allowed in areas designated Natural environment: commercial or industrial uses, 
nonwater oriented recreation, or roads, utility corridors, and parking areas that can be 
located outside of Natural designated shorelines. 

3. Single family residential development may be allowed as a conditional use within the 
Natural environment if the density and intensity of such use is limited as necessary to 
protect ecological functions and be consistent with the purpose of the environment. 
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4. Commercial forestry may be allowed in the Natural environment provided it meets the 
conditions of the State Forest Practices Act and its implementing rules and is conducted 
in a manner consistent with the purpose of this environment designation. 

5. Agricultural uses of a very low intensity nature may be consistent with the Natural 
environment when such use is subject to appropriate limitations or conditions to assure 
that the use does not expand or alter practices in a manner inconsistent with the 
purpose of the designation. 

6. Scientific, historical, cultural, educational research uses, and low intensity water oriented 
recreational access uses may be allowed provided that no significant ecological impact 
on the area will result. 

7. New development or significant vegetation removal that would reduce the capability of 
vegetation to perform normal ecological functions should not be allowed. Do not allow 
the subdivision of property in a configuration that will require significant vegetation 
removal or shoreline modification that adversely impacts ecological functions. 

8. All land and water use activities which are proposed to be located in the Natural 
environment should be required to provide detailed information on: density and intensity 
of such uses, environmental, social, fish and wildlife, and general geologic data for the 
protection of existing natural systems. 

Designation Criteria: 

A Natural environment designation is assigned to shoreline areas if any of the following 
three characteristics apply: 

1. The shoreline is ecologically intact and therefore currently performing an important, 
irreplaceable function or ecosystem-wide process that would be damaged by human 
activity. The term "ecologically intact shorelines" applies to all shoreline areas ranging 
from larger reaches that may include multiple properties to small areas located within a 
single property. Whether or not a shoreline is ecologically intact, is determined on a 
case-by-case basis based on the definition and all of the following criteria: 

a) Platted densities of 1 dwelling uniU5 acres or less. 

b) Less than 10% of the shoreline has been modified with dikes, revetments, 
bulkheads, riprap or other manmade structures as indicated by a "healthy" rating for 
related functional indicators in the inventory of current shoreline ecological functions 
and conditions (i.e., sedimentation processes and hydrologic connectivity). 

c) The area adjacent to the OHWM and any adjacent riparian wetlands or stream 
corridors is in a substantially natural state or can be easily restored to a natural state 
as indicated by the rating assigned for such functional indicators as "presence/quality 
of adjacent wetlands" or "shoreline vegetation". 

2. The shoreline is considered to represent ecosystems and geologic types that are of 
particular scientific and educational interest. These areas include the following: 

a) Areas considered to represent the basic ecosystem or geologic types; 

b) Areas with rare, unusual or unique biological, geological, historical or cultural 
features. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program.· 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations ((P-af}€1--&}--o!-4-94))20 
((Aw,~~-~~~G{J'f-t)A July 13. 20:/-2-ffe#eWV-€H}-Bf€hl-&Ji-y----2+c20:/-2-))) 



c) Established natural science research areas or areas having a long history of such 
use. 

d) Areas representing deviation from the basic ecological and geological norms, but 
which are of particular scientific interest. 

e) Areas having a high scenic value and a high value for low intensity recreational use 
in their natural state. 

3. The shoreline is unable to support new development or uses without significant adverse 
impacts to ecological functions or risk to human safety. These areas would include 
largely undisturbed portions of shoreline areas such as: 

a) Shoreline erosional bluffs and landslide hazard areas whose eroded earth, sand or 
gravel material is naturally transported (littoral drift) to an accretion shore form. 

b) The portions of undeveloped accretion shore forms located upland of the OHWM. 

c) Estuaries and Category I wetlands. 

d) Category II wetlands that also contain significant fish and wildlife habitat for critical 
species or are utilized by critical species for forage, water, cover and/or protection. 

e) A major seasonal haven or constricted migration route for animals or birds. 

2.2.3 Resource 
Purpose: 

The Resource environment shoreline designation is intended for areas within shoreline 
jurisdiction that are currently utilized or planned for agriculture or commercial forest 
practices. The intent is to conserve existing natural resources and valuable historic and 
cultural areas in order to provide for sustained resource use. 

Management Policies: 

1. The county's comprehensive plan is the primary guide for the location, type, density and 
distribution of uses in the Resource shoreline environment designation. Regulations for 
the Resource environment may limit uses and modifications to ensure consistency with 
these management policies and the Shoreline Management Act. 

2. Uses that are appropriate in a Resource environment include, but are not limited to, low 
impact outdoor recreation uses, timber harvesting on a sustained yield basis, agricultural 
uses, aquaculture, low intensity residential development and other natural resource 
based low intensity uses. 

3. Agricultural, forestry and aquaculture are preferred uses in the Resource environment 
provided they are conducted consistent with the management policies for this 
environment and in a manner to ensure no net loss of ecological functions. 

4. Permit limited non-commercial mining activities that are consistent with the county's 
GMA comprehensive plan policies and which are located in areas designated for such 
use by the county's mineral resources overlay. Excavation of gravel beds within the 
streamway is not an allowed use within the mineral resource overlay designated on the 
county's comprehensive plan. Commercial mining is not allowed within the shoreline 
area because of the potential to substantially degrade the ecological functions. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations ((Page--2-1--0(-:/9:/))21 
( ( Afdf)mve4-0yWas/'liAgteA--$ta,f}-QepaFt~y <m July 1~. -2G:/-2--fE#BGtive-4ate-duly 27. 2012})) 



5. Uses in the Resource environment should be limited to those which sustain the shoreline 
area's physical and biological resources and uses of a nonpermanent nature that do not 
substantially degrade ecological functions or the rural or natural character of the 
shoreline area. 

6. Water dependent and water enjoyment recreation facilities, with the exception of golf 
courses and most playing fields, are preferred uses and should be encouraged. 

7. Recreational facilities should be located and designed to minimize conflicts with the 
preferred uses in the Resource environment. 

8. Developments and uses that would substantially degrade or permanently deplete the 
biological resources of the area should not be allowed. 

9. Construction of new structural shoreline stabilization and flood control works should only 
be allowed where there is a documented need to protect an existing structure or protect 
ecological functions and where mitigation is applied. New development should be 
designed and located to preclude the need for such work. 

10. Residential development standards shall protect shoreline ecological functions and 
preserve the existing character of the shoreline consistent with the purpose of the 
Resource environment. Generally, this will require density and lot coverage limitations, 
setbacks, vegetation conservation and similar provisions. 

11. New shoreline stabilization, flood control measures, vegetation removal, and other 
shoreline modifications should be designed and managed to ensure that the natural 
shoreline functions are protected. 

Designation Criteria: 

Assign a Resource shoreline environment designation to a shoreline area if it is within 
designated agriculture or forest lands in the county's comprehensive plan. 

2.2.4 Municipal Watershed Utility 
Purpose: 

The Municipal Watershed Utility environment designation is intended to protect public 
water supply, power generation and/or flood control reservoirs (e.g., Spada Lake) in order to 
preserve and protect water quality for public health and safety. 

Goal: 

Protect Spada Lake as a reservoir for public water supply, power generation and flood 
control. 

Management Policies: 

The project license for Spada Lake that is issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission governs land uses and activities for this municipal watershed utility. In addition, 
the following policies apply: 

1. Maintain water quality by restricting uses on, in and adjacent to Spada Lake to those that 
are consistent with Snohomish County regulations and the project license issued by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
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2. Permit uses and development necessary to operate and maintain Spada Lake for the 
purpose of public water supply, power generation, and flood control, including operations 
that result in changing water levels, such as draw-downs. 

3. Permit uses and activities necessary to operate and maintain reservoirs for the purpose 
of public water supply, power generation, and/or flood control, including operations that 
result in changing water levels, such as draw-downs. 

4. Permitted uses and public access should be limited to areas that will not interfere with 
the operation of the reservoir and associated structures, including access roads, and the 
enforcement of ordinances and federal, state and local regulations that protect water 
quality and fish and wildlife habitats. 

5. New shoreline modifications should be designed, constructed and managed to ensure 
protection of fish and wildlife resources and water quality. 

Designation Criteria: 

Assign a Municipal Watershed Utility environment designation to shoreline areas associated 
with public water supply, power generation and/or flood control reservoirs, such as Spada 
Lake. 

2.2.5 Rural Conservancy 
Purpose: 

The purpose of the Rural Conservancy shoreline environment is to allow low intensity 
development, while at the same time protecting ecological functions and providing public 
access and recreational opportunities in shoreline areas. The preferred uses are low 
intensity development, including but not limited to low density residential, water dependent 
commercial and recreation. 

Management Policies: 

1. The county's comprehensive plan is the primary guide for the location, type, density and 
distribution of uses in the Rural Conservancy shoreline environment designation. 
Regulations for the Rural Conservancy environment may limit uses and modifications to 
ensure consistency with these management policies and the Shoreline Management 
Act. 

2. Uses in the Rural Conservancy environment should be limited to those which sustain the 
shoreline area's physical and biological resources and uses of a nonpermanent nature 
that do not substantially degrade ecological functions or the rural or natural character of 
the shoreline area. 

3. Low intensity, water oriented commercial and industrial uses may be permitted in the 
limited instances where those uses have located in the past (as evidenced by existing 
rural business, rural industrial or rural freeway service zoning) or at unique sites in rural 
communities that possess shoreline conditions and services to support the development. 

4. Water dependent and water enjoyment recreation facilities that do not deplete the 
resource over time, such as boating facilities, wildlife viewing trails, and swimming 
beaches, are preferred uses, provided any significant adverse impacts to the shoreline 
are mitigated. 
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5. Developments and uses that would substantially degrade or permanently deplete the 
biological resources of the area should not be allowed. 

6. Residential development standards shall ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological 
functions and should preserve the existing character of the shoreline consistent with the 
purpose of the environment. Meeting this policy will require density and lot coverage 
limitations, vegetation conservation and other provisions. 

7. New development should be designed and located to preclude the need of shoreline 
armoring, flood control structures, vegetation removal, and other shoreline modifications. 
Any shoreline modifications shall be integrated with stormwater management, grading, 
clearing and other beach policies in order to minimize adverse impacts. Armoring 
should be prohibited in areas planned for shoreline restoration. 

8. New shoreline stabilization, flood control measures, vegetation removal, and other 
shoreline modifications should be designed and managed to ensure that the natural 
shoreline functions are protected. Such shoreline modification should not be 
inconsistent with planning provisions for restoration of shoreline ecological functions. 

9. Construction of new structural shoreline stabilization and flood control works should only 
be allowed where there is a documented need to protect an existing structure or 
ecological functions and mitigation is applied consistent with the applicable shoreline 
modification requirements. New development should be designed and located to 
preclude the need for such work. 

10. Access, utilities, and public services should be available and adequate to serve existing 
needs and/or planned future development. 

Designation Criteria: 

Assign a Rural Conservancy environment designation to shoreline areas that meet the 
following criteria: 

1. The area is located outside incorporated municipalities and outside urban growth areas; 

2. The area does not meet the Aquatic, Natural, Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility 
shoreline environment designation criteria. 

3. The shoreline is currently accommodating residential uses outside urban growth areas 
and incorporated cities or towns. 

4. The shoreline is supporting human uses but subject to environmental limitations, such as 
properties that include or are adjacent to steep banks, feeder bluffs, or flood plains or 
other flood-prone areas. 

2.2.6 Urban Conservancy 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the Urban Conservancy environment is to protect and restore ecological 
functions of open space, the floodplain and other sensitive lands where they exist in urban 
and developed settings, while allowing a variety of compatible uses. 

Management Policies: 

1. The county's comprehensive plan is the primary guide for the location, type, density and 
distribution of uses in the Urban Conservancy environment designation. Regulations for 
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the Urban Conservancy environment may limit uses and modifications to ensure 
consistency with these management policies and the Shoreline Management Act. 

2. Primarily allow uses that preserve the natural character of the area. Uses that result in 
restoration of ecological functions should be allowed if the use is otherwise compatible 
with the purpose of the Urban Conservancy environment and the setting. 

3. New development should be designed and located to preclude the need of shoreline 
armoring, flood control structures, vegetation removal, and other shoreline modifications. 

4. Standards should be established for shoreline stabilization measures, vegetation 
conservation, water quality, and shoreline modifications that ensure that new 
development does not result in a net loss of shoreline ecological functions or further 
degrade other shoreline values. 

5. Public access and public recreation objectives should be implemented whenever 
feasible and significant ecological impacts can be mitigated. 

6. Water oriented uses should be given priority over non water oriented uses. For shoreline 
areas adjacent to commercially navigable waters, water dependent uses should be given 
highest priority. 

Designation Criteria: 

Assign an Urban Conservancy environment designation to shoreline areas that lie in 
designated urban growth areas, or designated "limited areas of more intensive rural 
development" (LAMIRD) that are planned for development based on any of the following 
criteria: 

I. Compatible with maintaining or restoring ecological functions of the shorelines; 

2. Suitable for water related or water enjoyment uses; 

3. Majority of the site consists of open space, critical areas, native growth protection areas 
or other sensitive areas that should not be more intensively developed. 

2.2.7 Urban 
Purpose: 

The Urban shoreline environment designation is for unincorporated shoreline areas within 
urban growth areas that are intended to absorb higher density uses while protecting existing 
ecological functions and restoring ecological functions in areas that have been previously 
degraded. An additional purpose is to provide appropriate public access and recreational 
uses. 

Management Policies: 

1. The county's comprehensive plan shall guide the location, distribution, density and type 
of uses within the Urban environment. Use regulations for the Urban environment may 
limit shoreline uses and modifications to ensure consistency with these management 
policies and the Shoreline Management Act. 

2. In the Urban environment first priority should be given to water dependent uses. Second 
priority should be given to water related and water enjoyment uses. Non water oriented 
uses should not be allowed except as part of mixed use developments. Non water 
oriented uses may also be allowed in limited situations where they do not conflict with or 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program· 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations ((F28§e-2fHA-1.fl+))25 
( ( A-ppreVBd-tfy W-a&hinf#o+1-~partmeAt--ef-E-GOklffY on Ji+ly-13,-- 20+2-{E-ffeGlive-dale---JHly--27-- 2Q12})) 



limit opportunities for water oriented uses or on sites where there is no direct access to 
the shoreline. Such specific situations should be identified in shoreline use analysis or 
special area planning. 

3. Full utilization of existing urban areas should be achieved before further expansion of 
intensive development is allowed. Reasonable long range projections of regional 
economic need should guide the amount of shoreline designated Urban. Consideration 
should be given to the potential for displacement of non water oriented uses with water 
oriented uses when analyzing full utilization of urban waterfronts and before considering 
expansion of such areas. 

4. New development should be designed and located to preclude the need of shoreline 
armoring, flood control structures, vegetation removal, and other shoreline modifications. 

5. Shoreline use and modification policies and regulations shall assure no net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions as a result of new development. Where applicable, new 
development shall include environmental cleanup and restoration of the shoreline in 
accordance with applicable state and federal laws. 

6. Non residential developments should be required to provide visual and physical public 
access to the shoreline where feasible. 

7. Aesthetic objectives should be implemented for non residential developments by means 
such as sign control regulations, appropriate development siting, screening and 
architectural standards, and maintenance of natural vegetative buffers. 

8. Residential standards for density or minimum frontage width, setbacks, lot coverage 
limitations, buffers, shoreline stabilization, vegetation conservation, critical area 
protection, and water quality shall be set to assure no net loss of shoreline ecological 
functions. This shall take into account the environmental limitations and sensitivity of the 
shoreline area, the level of infrastructure and services available, and other 
comprehensive planning considerations. 

9. Multi-family, multiple lot residential and recreational developments should provide public 
access and joint use for community recreational facilities. 

10. Access, utilities, and public services should be available and adequate to serve existing 
needs and/or planned future development. 

11. Commercial development should be limited to water oriented uses. 

Designation Criteria: 

Assign an Urban environment designation to shoreline areas that are generally suitable for 
water dependent uses and that lie in designated urban growth areas (UGAs), or designated 
"limited areas of more intensive rural development" (LAMIRD) and they meet any of the 
following criteria: 

l. They currently support higher intensity uses related to commerce, transportation or 
navigation; 

2. They are within an urban commercial or industrial land use designation in the county's 
comprehensive plan, or are suitable and planned for high intensity, water oriented uses; 

3. They are predominantly single family or multi-family residential development or are 
within a residential designation in the county's comprehensive plan and located outside 
of critical areas. 
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2.3 Alternative Environment Designation System 
The shoreline environment designation system described above represents a slightly 
modified version of the environment designation system described in WAC 173-26-211. 
Alterations to the recommended approach are allowed per WAC 173-26-211 (2)(a) and (4 )(c) 
provided that the alternative approach provides equal or better implementation of the SMA. 
The county's proposed system was developed to better reflect local conditions and 
consistency with the county's comprehensive plan as required per WAC 173-26-211 (3). 
Local comprehensive plans constitute the underlying framework within which master 
program provisions should fit. Land use issues and comprehensive planning are factors 
influencing shoreline environment designation. 

The county has included a unique category, Municipal Watershed Utility, to accommodate 
the special circumstances at Spada Lake. This area is limited only to resource and 
recreation uses in accordance with the federal permit requirements for the hydroelectric 
project. These unique requirements for this shoreline area warrant a special designation 
class. 

Instead of designating areas using the Shoreline Residential category recommended by the 
SMA guidelines, the county has woven the residential component into each of the other 
designations to reflect actual land use patterns. Existing land use patterns, zoning and 
comprehensive plan designations do not support a unique Shoreline Residential category 
because residential uses are distributed throughout the county as shown in Table 4. 
Residential uses are often combined with other uses (i.e. home-based businesses, 
agriculture, etc.) on a single site, particularly in the rural areas. By folding the residential 
uses into each of the other shoreline environments, shoreline residential policies and 
development standards can be established that are compatible with the purpose of each 
shoreline designation and with the ecological character and conditions. For example, 
allowed residential densities reflect the ecologic character of the shoreline environments. 
Table 4 shows how residential uses are woven throughout each of the environment 
categories (except Municipal Watershed) but comprise the largest segments of the Urban, 
Urban Conservancy and Rural Conservancy categories. 

The county has chosen to divide the recommended Rural Conservancy into two separate 
designations: Rural Conservancy and Resource. The Resource designation reflects the 
significant land area designated for forestry and agricultural uses in the county's 
comprehensive plan and is zoned primarily for low density development on lots larger than 
10 acres, whereas Rural Conservancy is largely comprised of 5-acre zoning and dominated 
by residential uses (see Table 3). Resource uses represent the largest land use component 
within the county's shoreline jurisdiction, accounting for nearly 80% of the total acreage as 
shown in Table 4 below. Some resource-related activities are not compatible with 
residential uses - the predominant use in the Rural Conservancy- thus, a separate 
environment designation is warranted to accommodate resource uses at the lower densities 
prescribed by the underlying zoning. To improve compatibility between resource uses and 
residential uses, setbacks from resource lands are required for residential structures. 

The management policies and designation criteria for the recommended High Intensity 
category have been folded into the county's proposed Urban designation. Within the Urban 
shoreline areas, the locations of the three predominant uses - high intensity industrial and 
commercial and high density residential - are determined by comprehensive plan 
designation and zoning. These high intensity uses represent only a small segment of the 
uses found in the county's shoreline jurisdiction. 
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While the county's proposed environment designation system represents an alternative 
approach, all of the recommended management policies and designation criteria in WAC 
173-26-211 (5) have been utilized and incorporated into the proposed system. This 
alternative approach, relative to the approach recommended in WAC 173-26-211, improves 
implementation of GMA goals and intent and ensures consistency with the county's 
comprehensive plan without compromising implementation of the SMA. 

The Summary of Shoreline Ecological Functions and Conditions in Snohomish County 
provided the necessary ecological information to determine which shoreline segments met 
the criteria in WAC 173-26-211 (5). Each shoreline segment was evaluated relative to the 
designation criteria to determine which shoreline environment should be assigned. 

Table 4. Main Zoning Categories by Shoreline Environment Designation 

Main Zoning Categories by Shoreline Environment Designation (acres) 

Shoreline Commercial 

Environment 
Industrial Use/Zone 1 

Use/Zone 
Designation ((:f-Otal ((RQ 

Gommersial)) Z-ORe')) 
---·-

((34~ ((~ 

Urban ~4%))) ~)) ((~ 
431.33 J)) 
40.7% 
((&44 

((5745 Urban (-2-4%))) ((5+-5 
Conservancy 7.80 

(4-4,4-%))) 
a)) 

4.8% 
Q 

((4442 ((19e@.42 
Rural ~2%))) 84.421,,))) ((4&74 
Conservancy 39.46 62.45 M)) 

0.3% 0.4% 

((42-M)) ((4-&c+S)) 
Resource 

((+44 

(<0.01%) (<0.01%) 
)) 

Municipal 
Watershed 0 0 ((G)) 
Utility 

((~ 
Natural 0 ~)) 

((~ 

Q 
&e)) 

---
((~4 ((aU.45 

Aquatic 
f--1-~,,.))) ~)) ((a-24-
674.68 17.98 @.7)) 

0.1% 
((~ ((3HlHG 

Total «h7-%))) ~)) ((~ 
1155.91 ca6)) 

1.3% 

Resource 
Use/Zone 

((~~ 
J9k))) 

8.6% 
((346~ 
~)) 
3200.83 
22.7% 

( ( 43,0-3-5.47 
~)) 
49805.61 

99.6% 

((2251.73 
f400%))) 

60.3% 
((667Hl.41 
~)) 
67534.69 

_ _JJ8.8%) 

((Residenti 
Residential al-wt 
Use/Zonei RQ lene+)) 

Other 

((~7 ((~ 
{W~)) ~)) 

484.33 2.8 
45.7% 
((~ ((2M.-8 
~)) ~)) 

Q 

((1G342.3 
~)) 

60.82 
76.6% 
((+&.-oo ((&h9+ 

(GA6-o/,,.))) ~)) 
173.16 49.92 
0.3% 

0 0 

((944,2-9 
~)) {24-4'%))) 
1059.21 (<0.01%) 
18.8% 

((351§.13 ((4G3~ 
f2-§.+';/<>))) ~)) 
4246.78 1372.32 
.Q._41%)_-+-

((4-3-00+44 ((Hl159.99 
f--1-&.+oM)) ~)) 
16888.57 

19.7% 1.73% 

Total 

((+G4ec00) 
) 1059.43 
(100%) 

((4G?c3)) 
161.32 
(100%) 

((13e4G.3 
9)) 

14088.10 
100% 

((48143.3 
2)) 

(( . 

2)) 
12449.7 

100% 
((~ 

&)) 
85692.84 

1 

1 
( (A-si~i~mrnen;.ial-u&e&..are-2'-0flBd-Rill.aJ..Qjver-sifiGatkm-{RO}-wfli{;.4-has--a-r-esiooflt~c-RO is 

a-mil(e~-a!mgrura!lcl001€-ba&ed.J:n,sim,sses and inot1str-iesc)) Rural Diversification (RD) is a mixed use 
zone with a residential component accommodating rural home-based businesses and industries. 
: Urban Center (UC) is also a mixed use zone allowing high-density residential, office and retail uses with public and 
community facilities and pedestrian connections located within one-half mile of existing or planned stops or stations for high 
capacity transit routes. 
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2.4 Shoreline Environment Designation Maps 
The shoreline environment designations are depicted on a series of ((44)) 47 maps, indexed 
by township and range and originally compiled at a scale of 1 :24,000. The official shoreline 
environment designation maps are adopted as Exhibit B of ((Ordinance No. 10 _)) [this 
ordinance] and are available for public review at the customer service counter of Snohomish 
County Planning and Development Services Department. Smaller scale versions of the 
shoreline environment designation maps are included as general reference maps in 
Appendix D. The designation maps identify shoreline areas within Snohomish County that 
fall under the jurisdiction of the Shoreline Management Act and graphically depict the 
specific shoreline environment designation assigned to each section of shoreline. 

Regulations related to map use, interpretation and amendments are contained in sec 
30.67.210 and .220. 

2.5 Tulalip Indian Reservation 

It has been brought to the attention of Snohomish County that a complex set of jurisdictional 
questions has developed which pertains to the legal applicability of the Shoreline 
Management Act within the boundaries of the Tulalip Indian Reservation. A number of 
specific boundary location questions exist which pertain to tidelands claimed by the Tulalip 
Tribes as portions of the Reservation established in 1873. 

The following information is intended to assist in explaining the current status of lands in and 
adjacent to the Tulalip Reservation which either do or could potentially fall under the 
jurisdiction of the Shoreline Management Act. 

Land Ownership Patterns 

There are basically three types of land ownership on the Reservation - allotted lands, owned 
by individual Indians; alienated lands, owned by non-Indians; and tribal lands, owned by the 
Indian Tribes. 

Allotted Lands - Shortly after the Reservation was established in 1855, the Federal 
Government assigned individual parcels of land to the Indian families on the tribal rolls and 
in some cases forcibly relocated the families from the small settlements on the shores of 
Puget Sound to their designated parcels. These lands are held in trust and managed by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs on behalf of each Indian owner. 

Snohomish County does not attempt to apply its land use control authority to those lands 
which are mutually agreed upon as being allotted. 

Tribal Lands - Over the years since 1935, certain parcels of un-allotted lands have reverted 
to tribal ownership. In 1939, the Tribes also began acquiring allotted lands throughout the 
Reservation. Tribal lands are generally held in trust status with joint management 
responsibility being shared between the Tulalip Tribes and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Snohomish County does not apply its land use control authority to those lands which are 
mutually agreed upon as being Tribal. 
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Alienated Lands - Some allotted lands have been sold in fee to both Indian and non
Indians and removed from tribal trust status. The alienated fee lands owned by non-Indians 
are subject to county and state land use authority and property taxation. Alienated lands are 
mapped by the county according to officially recorded legal descriptions identifying property 
boundaries. In some cases, the legal descriptions show property boundaries extending into 
the tidelands. The Tulalip Tribes disputes the accuracy of these legal descriptions and the 
corresponding maps with respect to tideland ownership on the Reservation. 

Disputed Lands - There are several areas on the periphery of the Tulalip Reservation 
which for the purposes of this Shoreline Management Program have been unofficially 
declared as disputed lands. This disputed lands label has been applied to these areas 
based on the uncertainty surrounding their jurisdictional status. The Tulalip Tribes have 
made jurisdictional claims on tidelands which have not been acknowledged or agreed upon 
by Snohomish County or the State of Washington. 

Shoreline environment designations have been applied to these disputed lands by 
Snohomish County. 
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3. Shoreline Goals, Policies and Regulations 

3.1 Introduction: State Requirements 

3. 1. 1 Shoreline Management Act and Guidelines 
The Shoreline Management Act (chapter 90.58 RCW) and the implementing guidelines 
(WAC 173-26) require that local shoreline programs be consistent with the guiding principles 
and standards and address specific elements. This SMP contains goals and policies that 
establish broad shoreline management directives. The goals and policies are the basis for 
regulations that govern use and development along the shoreline. Some SMP goals and 
policies may not be fully attainable by regulatory means and may be pursued by non
regulatory measures such as education, incentive, restoration and acquisition programs. 

The SMP provides clear, consistent goals and policies that translate broad statewide policy 
goals set forth in WAC 173-26-176 and 173-26-181 into local directives. Policies are 
statements of intent directing or authorizing a course of action or specifying criteria for 
regulatory and non-regulatory actions. The policies provide a comprehensive foundation for 
the SMP regulations, which are more specific standards used to evaluate shoreline 
development. 

The SMP is also required to contain shoreline environment designation-specific regulations 
accounting for different shoreline conditions. Such regulations shall address the following: 

• Types of shoreline uses permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited; 

• Building or structure height and bulk limits, setbacks, maximum density or minimum 
frontage requirements, and site development standards; and 

• Other topics not covered in general use regulations that are necessary to assure 
implementation of the purpose of the shoreline environment designation. 

WAC 173-26-231 and -241 require that local jurisdictions implement principles regulating 
specific shoreline uses and modifications. These principles address the location and 
conditions under which shoreline uses and modifications may be allowed and require that 
shoreline uses and modifications individually and cumulatively do not result in a net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. Uses and modifications in shoreline jurisdiction must be 
compatible with the purpose and management criteria for the shoreline environment in 
which they are allowed. 

3.1.2 Relationship Between the SMA and the GMA 
Shoreline management is most effective and efficient when accomplished within the context 
of comprehensive planning. Local comprehensive plans constitute the underlying framework 
within which master program provisions should fit. For cities and counties planning under 
the Growth Management Act (GMA), chapter 36.70A RCW requires mutual and internal 
consistency between the comprehensive plan elements and implementing development 
regulations. The GMA designates shoreline master program policies as an element of the 
comprehensive plan and requires that all elements be internally consistent, including master 
programs. 

RCW 90.58.340 requires that policies for lands adjacent to the shorelines be consistent with 
the Shoreline Management Act, implementing rules, and the applicable master program. In 



order for shoreline designation provisions, local comprehensive plan land use designations, 
and development regulations to be internally consistent, all three of the conditions below 
should be met: 

• The comprehensive plan provisions and shoreline environment designation 
provisions should not preclude one another. 

• Land use policies and regulations should protect preferred shoreline uses from 
being impacted by incompatible uses. 

• Infrastructure and services provided in the comprehensive plan should be sufficient 
to support allowed shoreline uses. Shoreline uses should not be allowed where the 
comprehensive plan does not provide sufficient roads, utilities, and other services to 
support them. 

3.1.2.1 Requirements for Critical Area Protection 
RCW 36. 70A.480 establishes the relationship between the Growth Management Act and the 
Shoreline Management Act with respect to critical areas. 

• Shorelines of the state are not critical areas except to the extent that specific areas 
within shorelines of the state meet the definition of critical areas in 36.70A.030(5) 
and have been designated as such by the county. [36.70A.480(5)] 

• In Snohomish County's shoreline jurisdiction critical area protection is achieved by 
this SMP. Critical areas meeting the definition in 36.70A.030(5) within shorelines of 
the state are not subject to the procedural and substantive requirements in the GMA, 
unless the SMP does not include land necessary for buffers for critical areas that 
occur within shorelines of the state. In such instances, the county shall continue to 
regulate those critical areas and their required buffers pursuant to the GMA [RCW 
36. 70A.480(3)(b) and 36. 70A.480(6)]. 

• The SMP provides a level of protection for critical areas located within shorelines of 
the state that is at least equal to the protection provided by the county's critical area 
regulations [RCW 36. 70A.480( 4 )]. 

While not all shorelands within the county's shoreline jurisdiction are considered critical 
areas, many areas within the shorelines of the state meet the GMA definition for "critical 
areas" and have been designated as such by the county. These areas include, but are not 
limited to, marine waters and critical saltwater habitat, streams and rivers, lakes, wetlands, 
habitat for critical wildlife species, geologically hazardous areas and channel migration 
zones, flood hazard areas and critical aquifer recharge areas. Since RCW 36.70A.480(4) 
requires a level of protection for critical areas in the shoreline master plan at least equivalent 
to the protection provided under the GMA, the county relies on the locally adopted critical 
area regulations to protect critical areas both inside and outside of shoreline jurisdiction, 
ensuring that the level of protection is exactly equal. 

Similar requirements for the protection of critical areas within shorelines of the state are 
included in the shoreline guidelines in WAC 173-26-221 (2). 

• The shoreline master program shall provide for the management of critical areas 
within the shorelines of the state that is at least equal to that provided by the locally 
adopted critical areas regulations. [WAC 173-26-221 (2)(a)(ii)] 

• A local government's SMP regulates critical areas in the shorelines of the state 
except in the case that the SMP does not include land necessary for buffers for 
critical areas that occur within shorelines of the state, then the local jurisdiction shall 
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continue to regulate those critical areas and their buffers pursuant to adopted GMA 
critical area regulations. [WAC 173-26-221 (2)( a)(ii) and 36. 70A.480(6)] 

• In addition, WAC 173-26-221(2) establishes standards for critical area protection for 
those critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction. 

The GMA and the SMA have similar standards for the protection of ecological functions and 
values of critical areas. The GMA requires no net loss of critical area functions and values 
and the SMA [WAC 173-26-201(2)(c)] requires at a minimum, no net loss of ecological 
functions necessary to sustain shoreline natural resources and a plan for restoration of 
ecological functions where they have been impaired. While both statutes require reliance on 
the most current, accurate and complete scientific or technical information available, the 
SMA goal is to achieve a balance between shoreline use and ecological protection. [RCW 
90.58.100(1), WAC 173-26-201(2)(a), RCW 36.70A.172, and WAC 365-195, Part Nine]. 

To summarize the relationship between the two state statutes: 1) shorelines of the state are 
not critical areas except where they meet the definition of "critical area" and have been 
designated as such; 2) regulations must be based on a scientific foundation, although the 
GMA's standard of "best available science" arguably is a more rigorous scientific standard 3; 

3) in the SMP, land must be set aside for buffers for the protection of critical areas within 
shorelines of the state, otherwise protection will be subject to the locally adopted critical 
area regulations; and 4) critical area protection inside shorelines of the state must be at 
least equivalent to protection of critical areas outside of shorelines, otherwise the most 
protective standards must be applied. 

Unique provisions in the SMA promote water-dependent and water-related uses and public 
access to shoreline areas. Local jurisdictions must be careful to reconcile these SMA 
provisions with the "no net loss" standard for ecological functions and values given that: 1) 
critical area protection in the SMP must be at least equal to that in the critical area 
regulations; and 2) protection standards and regulations are required, by both the SMA and 
the GMA, to be based on scientific research and evidence. 

3.1.2.2 Application of the Shoreline Science 
WAC 173-26-201 (3)(d)(i)(C) identifies shoreline ecological functions including but not limited 
to: transport and storage of water and sediment, maintaining base flows, flow or wave 
energy attenuation, pollutant and nutrient removal, temperature control, habitat formation 
(pools, riffles, etc.), provision of large woody debris and organic matter, and habitat for 
aquatic and shoreline dependent species. These ecological functions are attributed to 
streams, rivers, lakes, marine waters, wetlands and their adjacent uplands which are also 
identified as "critical areas" and their buffers under the GMA guidelines in WAC 365-190-
080. These are the same functions identified in the county's critical area regulations at SCC 
30.62A.220. These critical area functions were identified based on significant scientific 
research and presented in the Revised Summary of Best Available Science for Critical 
Areas, March 2006. Table 5 compares the "functions and values" addressed in the county's 
critical area regulations with the ecological functions identified in WAC 173-26-201 (3). 

1 Futun:\visc v. Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board. Washington State Supreme Court. 
No. 80396-0, Filed July 31. 2008. page 3. 
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Table 5. Comparison of Ecological Functions Under GMA and SMA 
GMA SMA 

Critical Area Critical Area Functions & Shoreline Ecological Functions 
Values [WAC 173-26-201 (3)(d)(i)(C)] 

[SCC 30.62A.220] 
Hydrologic: Transport of water and sediment across 

Streams 
Fish and wildlife habitat; 

the natural range of flow variability; attenuating flow 

transport of water, sediment 
energy; developing pools, riffles, gravel bars, 
recruitment and transport of large woody debris and 

and organic material; other organic material. 
floodwater storage and 
attenuation. I Habfat for native aquatic and shoreline-dependent 

birds, invertebrates, mammals; amphibians; and 
anadromous and resident native fish. 

Fish and wildlife habitat, Hydrologic: Storing water and sediment, attenuating 
Wetlands pollution assimilation, wave energy, removing excessive nutrients and toxic 

sediment retention, shoreline compounds, recruiting woody debris and other organic 
stabilization, floodwater material. 
storage, attenuation and 
conveyance, wave energy Habitat for aquatic and shoreline-dependent birds, 
attenuation, stream base-flow invertebrates, mammals; amphibians; and anadromous 
maintenance, and ground- and resident native fish. 
water discharqe/recharqe. 

I 
Hydrologic: Storing water and sediment, attenuating 

Lakes Fish and wildlife habitat, wave energy, removing excessive nutrients and toxic 
I 

sediment retention, pollution compounds, recruitment of large woody debris and other 
assimilation, and floodwater organic material. 
attenuation, storage and 

Habitat for aquatic and shoreline-dependent birds, conveyance. 
invertebrates, mammals; amphibians; and anadromous 
and resident native fish. 

Hydrologic: Transporting and stabilizing sediment, 
Marine waters Fish and wildlife habitat; wind, I attenuating wave and tidal energy, removing excessive 

wave and current attenuation; nutrients and toxic compounds; recruitment, 
sediment supply; longshore I redistribution and reduction of woody debris and other 

I transport of sediment; and I organic material. 
I pollution assimilation; 

I 

Habitat for aquatic and shoreline-dependent birds, 
' invertebrates, mammals; amphibians; and anadromous 

I I and resident native fish. 
~- I --

Primary association 
I 

I Habitat functions may include, but are not limited to. I 

areas of critical Fish and wildlife habitat I space or conditions for reproduction, resting, hiding and I 
I I 
I I 

species. I miqration; and food production and delivert. J 
Habitat for water associated Shoreline vegetation: Maintaining temperature; 

I Buffers and riparian associated removing excessive nutrients and toxic compound, 
wildlife. wildlife movement sediment removal and stabilization: attenuation of flow. I 
corridors, noise and visual wave or flood energy; and provision of large woody 

I screening, large woody debris debris and other organic matter. I 

and other natural organic I 

matter recruitment, floodwater Hyporheic functions: Removing excessive nutrients 

attenuation and storage, and toxic compound, water storage, support of 

temperature maintenance, vegetation, sediment storage, maintenance of base 

pollution assimilation, flows and support of vegetation. 

streambank stabilization and 
supply of sediments and 
nutrients. 
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Because shoreline ecological functions are equivalent to critical area functions, the 
management recommendations for the protection of these functions can be based on the 
same scientific research - in other words, the critical area science is the shoreline science. 
The body of science has developed conclusions regarding measures which can reduce 
adverse impacts and prevent loss of ecological functions. 

The SMA requires no net loss of ecological functions rw AC 173-26-186(8)(b ). The Growth 
Management Act holds a similar standard of no net loss of critical area functions and values. 
The key conclusions to be drawn are: 

(1) Those portions of shoreline jurisdiction designated as Aquatic or which 
contain associated wetlands meet the definition of "fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas" under the county's adopted code, therefore these areas 
constitute "critical areas" under the GMA; and 

(2) The "ecological functions" of these Aquatic shorelines and wetlands 
pursuant to the SMA are equivalent to the "functions and values" of these 
critical areas under GMA, therefore the scientific recommendations to protect 
these critical areas will also protect the ecological functions of the shorelines 
- in other words, the science compiled to support the GMA requirements is 
also applicable to the SMA requirements. 

A primary ecological function of all Aquatic shorelines is to provide habitat for fish. Fish 
habitat, particularly habitat for anadromous fish, is specifically called out in the GMA for 
protection and conservation [RCW 36. ?OA.172]. The GMA requires the county to give 
special consideration for fish habitat. While fish habitat protection is not specifically required 
under the SMA, healthy fish habitat depends on all the shoreline ecological functions listed 
in the SMA. 

To preserve the ecological functions necessary to support fish habitat, the science 
recommends buffers of at least 1 site potential tree height (SPTH) [Revised Summary of 
Best Available Science for Critical Areas, March, 2006]. In Snohomish County the expected 
SPTH for the dominant tree species over a 100 year period is approximately 150 feet. 
Therefore, the county's critical area regulations require 150-foot buffers on all anadromous 
and resident salmonid bearing streams and lakes and on all marine waters. RCW 
36.70A.480 also says that a local government's SMP shall include land necessary for 
buffers for critical areas that occur within shorelines of the state otherwise local jurisdictions 
shall continue to regulate those critical areas and their buffers pursuant to adopted GMA 
critical area regulations. [WAC 173-26-221 (2)( a )(ii) and 36. ?OA.480(6)]. 

The science also recommends limitations on effective impervious surface and consideration 
of land use intensity. These scientific recommendations have been incorporated into the 
county's critical area regulations to meet the GMA standard of no net loss of functions and 
values and by default, also meet the SMA standard of no net loss of ecological functions. 

The proposed regulations in the SMP relate directly to the shoreline ecological functions. 
The Cumulative Impact Analysis looks at the ecological functions, potential development 
activities which may result in adverse impacts to these functions, and the regulatory and 
non-regulatory provisions established to avoid, minimize and mitigate such impacts. A 
summary of this detailed analysis from the Cumulative Impact Analysis is provided as 
Appendix C in this SMP. 
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3.1.2.3 No Net Loss of Ecological Functions 

The shoreline ecological functions as defined at WAC 173-26-201(3)(d)(i)(C) are the same 
as the functions and values for critical areas as identified in the Revised Summary of Best 
Available Science for Critical Areas, March 2006 and SCC 30.62A.220. Both the GMA and 
the SMA require no net loss of these functions. This is particularly important for achieving a 
balance under the SMA to meet this no net loss standard while also supporting water 
dependent, water related and water enjoyment uses. 

The SMA acknowledges this potential conflict inherent in the policy goals. RCW 90.58.020 
states: 

. . . Alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines of the state, in those limited instances 
when authorized, shall be given priority for single family residences and their appurtenant 
structures, ports, shoreline recreational uses including but not limited to parks, marinas, piers, 
and other improvements facilitating public access to shorelines of the state, industrial and 
commercial developments which are particularly dependent on their location on or use of the 
shorelines of the state and other development that will provide an opportunity for substantial 
numbers of the people to enjoy the shorelines of the state. 

and RCW 90.58.020 further states: 

Permitted uses in the shorelines of the state shall be designed and conducted in a manner to 
minimize, insofar as practical, any resultant damage to the ecology and environment of the 
shoreline area and any interference with the public's use of the water. (Emphasis added). 

This final statement acknowledges the limitations of relying on regulations alone to achieve 
no net loss [WAC 173-26-186(5)]. The regulations require that development proposals be 
designed to avoid impacts but when impacts are unavoidable, they should be minimized and 
mitigated. Any development regulation, short of an outright prohibition, has the potential for 
ecological impacts. The Shoreline Management Guidelines recognize that other means, in 
addition to regulation, may be used to achieve shoreline policy objectives. [WAC 173-26-
186(4) and (8)(c)]. 

To achieve the "no net loss" standard required under both the GMA and the SMA the county 
has adopted a multifaceted approach in the comprehensive plan which includes both 
regulatory and non-regulatory programs. [Snohomish County, General Policy Plan, Natural 
Environment Policies, pg. NE-1-17]. The county's multifaceted approach includes planning 
and intergovernmental coordination; regulations and enforcement; enhancement and 
restoration programs; public education and stewardship opportunities; incentive and 
acquisition programs; and monitoring and adaptive management. As a whole, this approach 
is designed to achieve the outcome of no net loss of ecological functions to the extent 
mandated by state law. 

At the project level, permitted activities are subject to use restrictions and development 
standards tailored for the shoreline environment designation and the ecological 
characteristics and conditions. These permitted activities are also subject to the critical 
area regulations which require that every effort be made to avoid impacts to ecological 
functions and when impacts are unavoidable they must be minimized and mitigated. The 
county's critical area regulations also require that development activities meet a "no net 
loss" standard by employing the recommendations from the best available science. [WAC 
173-26-186(8)(b )(i)]. 

Development projects that are exempt from the shoreline substantial permit requirements 
are still required to comply with the goals and policies of the Shoreline Management Act and 
the county's SMP. They are also subject to the critical area regulations and the "no net loss" 
standard. [WAC 173-26-186(8)(b )(ii)). 
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Since all development projects are subject to the "no net loss" standard, the cumulative 
impacts over all development projects on ecological functions should be zero. However, it 
may not be realistic to expect that all development projects will be able to meet the standard 
or that all mitigation measures will work as intended. To offset the potential shortfalls the 
county can rely on non-regulatory programs and enhancement and restoration efforts to 
ensure that the "no net loss" standard is achieved on a watershed scale. Monitoring is a key 
element in the county's approach to help determine if regulatory and non-regulatory 
programs need to be adapted or revised over time to satisfy the state requirements. 

The shoreline regulations require no net loss of shoreline ecological functions pursuant to 
sec 30.67.320. 

3.1.2.4 Snohomish County's Critical Area Regulations 

The county's critical area regulations (CAR) were developed in coordination with the 
updates to the SMP. The CAR incorporates many of the basic shoreline principles in WAC 
173-26-201 (2)(a-f): 

(a) Use of scientific and technical information. The CAR and the SMP seek to 
protect the same ecological functions. The regulatory provisions are based on the same 
body of science. 

(b) Adaptation of policies and regulations. A monitoring and adaptive management 
strategy is built into the CAR regulatory requirements to adjust policies and regulations as 
necessary to achieve the required standards for protection. 

(c) Protection of ecological functions of the shorelines. The shoreline areas below 
the ordinary high water mark are designated as critical areas - streams, lakes, marine 
waters and wetlands. The ecological functions performed in the adjacent uplands are also 
protected. Both critical area and buffer functions are subject to the "no net loss" standard. 

(d) Preferred uses. Uses given preference under the SMA are not specifically 
regulated under the CAR. Such water dependent, related or enjoyment uses would be 
subject to the use regulations in the SMP and the standards in CAR for buffers, mitigation 
sequencing (see "e" below) and the "no net loss" standard. 

(e) Environmental impact mitigation. Allowed uses are subject to the standard 
mitigation sequencing to first avoid, then minimize and mitigate impacts. Compensatory 
mitigation for unavoidable impacts must achieve the "no net loss" standard. 

(f) Shoreline restoration planning. Critical area protection under the GMA does not 
address restoration - the "no net loss" standard is determined from a baseline threshold 
consistent with the conditions existing at the time the regulations are adopted. The GMA 
does not require restoration of ecological conditions beyond this baseline. Restoration of 
ecological functions is addressed in the SMP. 
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3.2 Shoreline Goals, Policies and Regulations 
The SMP addresses compliance with the goals and policies of the SMA, permit procedures 
and requirements, critical area protection, public access and allowed land use activities and 
shoreline modifications, development standards and shoreline environment-specific 
regulations. The regulations vary for each shoreline environment depending on the 
ecological conditions, existing land use patterns and compatibility issues, and the 
environment-specific management policies. In general, the more sensitive a particular site's 
ecological conditions are to disruption from land use activities, the more protective or 
restrictive the regulations must be to meet the "no net loss" standard. 

This document contains the SMP goals and policies and an overview of the regulations. 
The SMP development regulations are contained chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC are 
included as Appendix E and F of this document. The reader always should ensure that he 
or she is relying on the most current version of chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC by contacting 
the Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) or the 
Office of the Code Reviser, or by reviewing the on-line version of the SCC at 
www1 .co.snohomish.wa.us. In the event inconsistencies exist between the summary of the 
SCC provisions contained in this document and the actual sec provisions, the actual 
provisions control. 

3.2.1 Permit Procedures and Requirements 
Chapter 30.44 SCC addresses processes and procedures for the review and approval of 
development permits in shoreline jurisdiction. This chapter establishes criteria for 
determining thresholds for uses and/or modifications that are subject to a shoreline 
substantial use permit, a shoreline conditional use permit or are exempt from permits under 
the shoreline program. Chapter 30.44 sec also establishes procedures and criteria for 
variances from the shoreline regulations and enforcement. 

WAC 173-26-191(2)(a)(iii)(C) allows the county to adopt administrative, enforcement and 
permit review procedures separate from the SMP. Adopting review and enforcement 
procedures separate from the SMP allows the county to more expeditiously revise shoreline 
permit review procedures and integrate them into other permit review processing. 

3.2.1.1 Comply with SMAISMP standards even when no permit required 

All proposed uses and development occurring within shoreline jurisdiction, including any 
development exempt from obtaining a shoreline substantial development permit must 
conform to the SMA and the SMP's goals and policies. [SCC 30.44.010(3) and 30.67.310]. 

3.2.2 

3.2.2.1 

Relationship to other regulatory requirements 

Comply with Critical Area Regulations 
Regulations for the protection of critical areas within shoreline jurisdiction are contained in 
chapters 30.62A sec -- Wetlands and Fish & Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas, 30.62B 
sec -- Geologically Hazardous Areas, and 30.62C sec -- Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas 
and 30.65 SCC --Special Flood Hazard Areas as effective on October 1, 2007. Where there 
are conflicts between this chapter and the critical areas regulations, the more restrictive 
provision or regulation shall apply. 

The relationship between the SMP and the critical areas regulations is codified in sec 
30.67.060. 
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3.2.2.2 Comply with other applicable regulations 
The project proponent is responsible for complying with all applicable federal, state, local 
and tribal regulations. Compliance with the SMP does not necessarily constitute compliance 
with other regulations and permit requirements that may apply within shoreline jurisdiction. 
Where other agencies or entities also have jurisdiction over the proposed development and 
the county determines that the permit conditions imposed by such agencies or entities 
satisfy the requirements of the SMP, those permit conditions may be substituted for the 
conditions of approval for the requirements of the SMP. 

The relationship between the SMP and other regulatory requirements is codified in sec 
30.67.070. 

3.2.3 

3.2.3.1 

Shoreline Use Element 

Goals and Policies 
The shoreline use element considers the proposed general distribution and location and 
extent of uses on shorelines and adjacent land areas for housing, business, industry, 
transportation, agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public buildings and 
grounds, and other categories of public and private uses of the land. These general 
provisions establish the framework for approval of land use projects within shoreline 
jurisdiction that is consistent with the overall principals in the SMA and guidelines and with 
the county's comprehensive plan. 

Goals: 
1. Snohomish County shoreline areas should be consistent with the county GMA 

comprehensive plan, shoreline environment designations, and policies and regulations 
for shoreline uses and modifications. 

2. Give preference to allowing shoreline uses that maintain or restore shoreline ecological 
functions, protect water quality and the natural environment, depend on proximity to the 
water, and provide or enhance public access and recreational use of the shoreline. 

3. Preserve, protect and restore Snohomish County's unique, valuable and nonrenewable 
natural resources while encouraging the best management practices for the continued 
sustained yield of renewable resources of the shorelines. 

4. Allow only those industrial, commercial and recreational developments particularly 
dependent upon their location on and use of Snohomish County's shorelines, as well as 
other developments that will provide substantial numbers of the public an opportunity to 
enjoy the shorelines. 

Policies: 

1. All uses should be located and designed to avoid impacts to shoreline natural resources 
and the functions provided by these resources. Where there is no feasible alternative, 
require that adverse impacts be mitigated to achieve no net loss of shoreline ecological 
functions. 

2. Land uses allowed on upland areas adjacent to the shorelines should be consistent with 
shoreline uses and should avoid adversely impacting shoreline resources. 
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3. Encourage multiple uses of shorelines where location and integration of compatible uses 
or activities is feasible. 

4. Allow all reasonable and appropriate use of the shorelines based on the following criteria 
and order of preferred uses: 

a) Protection and enhancement of unique critical areas; 

b) Water-dependent uses All uses that cannot exist in any other location and are 
dependent on the water by reason of the intrinsic nature of their operations; 

c) Water-enjoyment uses - Recreational and all other uses facilitating public access to 
the shoreline as a primary characteristic of the use; or a use that provides for 
recreational use or aesthetic enjoyment of the shoreline for a substantial number of 
people as a general character of the use and which through the location, design and 
operation assure the public's ability to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the 
shoreline; 

d) Water-oriented uses - All uses that combine water dependent, water related, and/or 
water enjoyment uses. The term serves as an all encompassing definition for priority 
uses under the SMP and the SMA; 

e) Water-related uses - Those uses which do not depend on a waterfront location to 
continue their operation, but whose operation is facilitated economically by a 
shoreline location; 

f) Nonwater-related uses - Those uses which do not need a waterfront location to 
operate though they may need easements or utility corridors for access to the water; 
and 

g) Prohibited uses - Those uses which have no relation to the water and whose 
operation is intrinsically harmful to the shoreline. 

5. Give preference to water-oriented uses in shoreline areas adjacent to commercially 
navigable waters. 

6. All uses and modifications on navigable waters or their beds should minimize 
interference with surface navigation, consider the impacts to public views, and allow for 
safe, unobstructed passage of fish and wildlife. 

7. Nonwater-oriented uses should be discouraged except when they do not conflict with or 
limit opportunities for water oriented uses or are located on sites where there is no direct 
access to the shoreline and they will have no adverse impact to shoreline natural 
resources and functions. 

8. Require mitigation of impacts to maintain no net loss of ecological functions. 

9. Uses and modifications that cause significant adverse impacts to the functions of critical 
saltwater and freshwater habitats should not be allowed except as required to provide for 
reasonable new uses of private property and protection of existing uses. 

10. New high intensity uses within shoreline jurisdiction should be located in areas that are 
not susceptible to erosion and flooding and where impacts to ecological functions can be 
avoided. 

11. Require new developments and redevelopments to plan for and control stormwater 
runoff and when required treat it before discharging from the site. 

12. Avoid locating sewer or septic lines, when possible, along rivers or streams and 
minimize crossings of water bodies. 
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13. Minimize impervious surfaces in shoreline areas and encourage low impact development 
techniques. 

14. Encourage development toward a multi-use concept to provide public access to the 
shoreline while maintaining the economic viability of the principal use. 

3.2.3.2 Use Regulations 
The shoreline use regulations address the standards for uses and modifications allowed (or 
prohibited) within the county's shoreline jurisdiction. These regulations take into account the 
goals and intent of the SMA and the ecological conditions and management policies within 
each of the shoreline environment designations. Figure 3 illustrates the decision process 
used to determine which uses and modifications will be permitted, conditionally allowed or 
prohibited based on the ecological conditions and the requirements of the Act. 

The shoreline use regulations reflect the ecological conditions within each of the 
environment designations. The ecologic conditions have been considered in the 
assignment of shoreline designation and the determination of which uses are planned, 
permitted, conditional or prohibited in any given designation. Except for an outright 
prohibition of a specific set of uses incompatible with shoreline goals and policies, the types 
of land uses permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited in shoreline areas is generally 
determined by the purpose and management policies for each shoreline environment 
designation. A series of questions must be answered for each type of proposed land use or 
shoreline modification: 

• Is the use or modification consistent with the goals and policies of the SMA? 

• Is the use or modification compatible with each of the specific shoreline 
environments? 

• If not, can it be made compatible by requiring certain conditions related to scale, 
scope, design or impact mitigation? 

Each use or modification is then more specifically regulated in accordance with the use
specific and shoreline environment-specific regulations in this SMP [chapter 30.67 SCC, 
Part 500] and then further subject to underlying zoning regulations and standards in Title 30 
SCC. Each shoreline designation has its own set of underlying zoning categories and thus 
its own set of allowed uses as shown earlier in Tables 3 and 4. 

The regulations for the Shoreline Use Element are contained in chapter 30.67 SCC, Part 
400: 

PART 400 

30.67.410 
30.67.420 
30.67.430 
30.67.440 
30.67.450 
30.67.460 
30.67.470 

Shoreline uses and modifications - General regulations. 

Use preference within shorelines. 
Prohibited uses. 
Allowed and conditional uses and modifications. 
Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix. 
Non-conforming uses or structures. 
Bulk standards. 
Temporary emergency use, modification or structure. 



- START - Use or modification 
Is the proposed use or modification 

No PROHIBITED 
consistent with the goals and policies in in all shoreline environment 

the SMA and the WAC? designations 

Yes 

Given the ecological conditions and potential impacts on ecological functions, current land use patterns 
and shoreline environment-specific management policies: 

In which shoreline environment(s) is the use or modification appropriate? 

I I I I I 
Urban Rural Municipal 

Urban Conservancy Conservancy Resource Watershed Natural Aquatic 
Utility 

I I I I I 

Yes 
~ 

Would the use or modification be appropriate in the 
specific shoreline environment as proposed? 

No 

No 
Would the use or modification be appropriate in the 

specific shoreline environment under certain conditions? 
~ . 

Yes 
• ' I, 

Use or modification Use or modification Use or modification 
PERMITTED CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED PROHIBITED 

in specific shoreline in specific shoreline environment in specific shoreline 
environment designation designation environment designation 

Figure 3. Decision tree for developing regulations based on environment designation 

3.2.3.3 Bulk Regulations 

Bulk regulations determine building or structure height, setbacks, maximum density, 
minimum frontage requirements and lot coverage limitations. Table 6 summarizes the bulk 
requirements for each shoreline environment based on the underlying zoning found within 
each environment designation. Table 6 is meant as a summary only, the regulatory 
standards are found in sec 30.67.460. IOhere is any inconsistency between Table 6 and 
the SCC, the SCC are controlling The county's bulk regulations vary by zone and since 
each shoreline environment contains unique zoning characteristics, Table 6 shows how the 
county's bulk regulations vary by shoreline environment designation. 
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Table 6. Summary of Bulk Regulations by Use and Shoreline Environment Designation 

Shoreline Environment 
Bulk Standards1 

Urban Rural 
Municipal 

Urban Conservancy Conservancy Resource Watershed Natural Aquatic2 

Utility7 

Agriculture, Forestry, Resource Manaqement 
Density: 
Minimum lot size 10 acres 10 acres 10 acres 10 acres 20 acres 10 acres n/a 
Maximum lot size3 10 acres 10 acres 20 acres 80 acres 80 acres 80 acres 

Buffer/setback4 150' 150' 100-150' 9 100-150' 9 I 150' 10 100-150' 9 n/a 
~x. Lot coverage none none 35% 35% 35% 35% n/a 

Min. Lot width none none 100-300' 100-300' 300' 100-300' n/a 
Max. Bldg. Height11 45' 35' 25-35' 25-45' 25-45 25-35' n/a 

Jd_tiliti~s & Transportation Facilities (lira_r:_development) 
Density: I 
Minimum lot size n/a n/a · n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Maximum lot size3 

Buffer/setback4 150' 150' 150' 150' 150' 150' n/a 
Max. Lot coverage n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Bldg. Height n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Utility Facilities5 (non-linear developmlent) . 
Density: I 

Minimum lot size none 
I 

none none none none n/a n/a 
Maximum lot size3 I 

Buffer/setback4 200' 200' 200' 200' 200' n/a n/a 
~-Lot covera~ n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
1 Min. Lot width n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
~~x. Bldq. He1qht n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Industrial 
--~~---·-

Density: 
Minimum lot size none n/a none n/a n/a 
Maximum lot size3 

f-

150' / 50' 150' / 50' 150' / 50' I Buffer/se~t?_ack4 ____ n/a n/a n/a n/a 
35-100% 35-100% 

·-

Max. Lot coverage 14 n/a 35% n/a n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width none n/a none none6 n/a n/a n/a 

--·-·· 

Max. Bldg._HeighJ~~- 50-65' n/a 35-50 25-50' n/a n/a n/a 
....... ---------------~-~-

Commercial 
Density: 

I Minimum lot size none n/a none none n/a n/a n/a 
I Maximum lot size3 200.000 sqft 200.000 sqft 
---------
Buffer/setback4 150' I 50' n/a 150' I 50' 150' I 50' n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Lot coveraqe 14 50% n/a 35% 35% n/a n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width none n/a 60-165' 60-165' n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Bldg Height11 35-45 n/a 35-45 35-45' n/a n/a n/a 
Recreational 5 7 

Density: I 
Minimum lot 20 acres n/a 
Maximum lot size3 80 acres .... -· -------

Buffer/setback4 150 / 50' 150 / 50' 150' / 50' 150' / 50' 150' / 50' 150' / 50' n/a 
--f-· 

Max. Lot coveraqe 1 n/a n/a n/a n/a 35% n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width n/a n/a n/a n/a 300' n/a n/a 
Max. Bldq Heiqht11 n/a n/a n/a n/a 25-45' n/a n/a 
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Shoreline Environment (cont.) 
Bulk Standards1 Municipal Urban Rural Urban Conservancy Conservancy Resource Watershed Natural Aquatic2 

Utility7 

Residentials 
Moderate to Low density 

Density: I I I Minimum lot size 20,000 sqft I 20,000 sqft 100,000 sqft 5 acres ' n/a 100,000 sqft I 

Maximum lot size3 5 acres 5 acres 5 acres 80 acres13 5 acres 

Buffer/setback4 150' 150' 150' 150' 12 n/a 150' 
Max. Lot coveraae14 35% 35% 35% 35% n/a 35% 
Min. Lot width 85-165 85-165 150-165' 150-165' n/a 150-165' 
Max. Bldq. Height11 25-45 25-35' 35' 35-45' n/a 35' 

Hiqh density 
Density: I 

Minimum lot size 7,200 sqft 7,200 sqft n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Maximum lot size3 12,500 sqft 12,500 _sqft _ 

Buffer/setback4 150' 150' n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Lot coveraqe 14 35% 35% n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width 60-75' 60-75' n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Bldq. Heiqht 25' 25' n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Institutional and Governmental5 

Density: I 
Minimum lot size I n/a 
Maximum lot size3 I 

Buffer/setback4 150' I 150' 150' 150' n/a n/a 
Max. Lot coveraqe 14 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Min. Lot width n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Max. Bldq. Heiqht n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Footnotes for Table 6: 
1 Bulk standards are regulated pursuant to the underlying zoning. The standards in this table 
represent the range of standards in each shoreline environment depending on the underlying zoning. 
Each shoreline environment encompasses a unique set of zoning classifications as shown in Table 3 
of this SMP. 

2 The only uses allowed in the Aquatic environment are the water related portions of other uses 
allowed in the adjacent upland environment. Bulk regulations for specific over-water uses and 
modifications below the ordinary high water mark are found in the development regulations in chapter 
30.67 sec, Part 500. 

3 "Maximum lot size" as used in this table means the largest minimum lot size allowed by the 
underlying zoning. 

4 Buffers are areas of undisturbed native vegetation and effectively act as structural setbacks unless 
the buffer is smaller than the setback requirement as would be the case when the buffer is reduced to 
accommodate water-dependent development. The setback requirement would then regulate the 
distance for placement of structures. Buffers and setbacks are regulated under the critical areas 
regulations in SCC 30.62A and 30.62B and the bulk regulations in chapter 30.23 sec. When water 
dependent, water related and water enjoyment uses are proposed, buffers may be modified through 
the "innovative development design" provisions in SCC 30.62A.350 provided that the SMA standard 
of no net loss of ecological functions can be satisfied and a minimum structural setback of 50 feet is 
applied where noted in Table 6. Public access through buffers is allowed subject to the provisions in 
SCC 30.62A.320. Utilities and transportation facilities are allowed in buffers subject to the provisions 
in chapters 30.62A, 30.62B and 30.67 sec. 
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n/a 

n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 

n/a 

n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 

n/a 

n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 



5 Use is allowed as permitted or as conditioned in nearly every zone. Bulk regulations are 
implemented in accordance with the underlying zoning. Utility and government facilities are not 
subject to minimum lot size requirements [SCC 30.23.200]. Recreational uses are subject to 
development standards in sec 30.67.565. 

6 Bulk standards for industrial uses in the Resource environment are zone specific. Generally, if the 
industrial use is related to resource management, refer to the bulk standards for Agriculture, Forestry 
and Resource Management. 

7 Uses in Municipal Watershed Utility are limited to utility uses associated with the hydroelectric 
project, reservoir water storage, forest practices and recreation as limited by the utility purveyor's 
FERC license. This area is zoned exclusively as forestry (F). 

8 Residential is a conditional use in the Natural environment. Bulk regulations in rural areas may be 
subject to the provisions for rural cluster subdivisions where lot sizes may be substantially reduced 
and lot yield increased in exchange for up to 65% of the area in the development proposal being 
devoted to open space (chapter 30.41 C SCC). To protect shoreline ecological functions, cluster 
development is encouraged such that development is located away from water and the riparian areas 
are preserved as open space. [See the standards for Residential in sec 30.67.570]. 

9 Buffer requirements will vary only for agricultural activities depending on underlying comprehensive 
plan designation. The lower buffer will only be applied to agricultural activities within designated 
agricultural or rural lands on the Future Land Use Map (FLUM). The higher buffer will be applied to 
all other resource activities under the county's jurisdiction regardless of location and to agricultural 
activities outside of the aforementioned FLUM designations where applicable. 

10 Agricultural activities are not allowed in Municipal Watershed Utility. Other resource management 
and forestry is allowed in this shoreline designation. 

11 See SCC 30.67.460. Any building or structure within 200 feet of the ordinary high water mark in 
excess of 35 feet in height above average grade level shall provide data showing that it will not 
obstruct the view of a substantial number of residences in the areas adjoining such shorelines. This 
regulation does not apply to cranes, utility poles or other devises required to conduct water 
dependent operations. 

12 Residential structures on properties adjacent to resource lands are required to be setback 50 feet 
from agricultural lands (SCC 30.32B.130), 100-500 feet from forest lands (SCC 30.32A.110 and .120) 
and 100 feet from mineral sites (SCC 30.23.110(26) ). 

13 Most of the land in the Resource designation (99%) is zoned for resource uses (see Table 3) and 
subject to minimum lot sizes of 10 -20 acres with additional restrictions on forest lands limiting 
residential subdivision to 80-acre minimum lot sizes (GPP, Policy 8.B.1 ). 

14 Maximum lot coverage within 150 feet of any waters with salmon ids is limited to 0% effective 
impervious area (EIA) and no more than 10% within 300 feet (SCC 30.62A.320(1 )(c)). Total 
developed area may be greater than 10% up to the lot coverage allowed under the zoning, typically 
35%, however, the impacts must be mitigated to the extent that the net effect of the impervious 
surface is 0% within 150 feet and 10% within 300 feet. 

3.2.3.4 Non~conforming Uses 

See SCC 30.67.450. 

3.2.3.5 Signs 
See SCC 30.67.585. 



3.2.4 Public Access Element 

This public access element addresses provisions for public access to publicly owned areas. 

Goals: 

1. Provide safe, convenient and diversified access for the public to the publicly owned 
shorelines of Snohomish County and assure that the intrusions created by public access 
will recognize the rights of private property owners, will not endanger life, and will not 
adversely affect fragile natural areas. 

2. Provide the public opportunities to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities, including 
views, of shorelines of the state consistent with the other goals and policies of this 
Program. 

Policies: 

1. Promote and enhance the public interest with regard to rights to access waters held in 
public trust by the state while protecting private property rights and public safety. 

2. Encourage the acquisition of suitable upland shoreline properties to provide public 
access to publicly owned shorelands. 

3. Provide for a variety of types of access to the shoreline environment as described in the 
adopted county's comprehensive parks plan. 

4. Assure that public access improvements do not result in a net loss of shoreline 
ecological functions. 

5. Include public access as a component of publicly owned restoration, utility and 
transportation projects, where appropriate. 

6. Encourage the development of additional public access to the shoreline on lands owned 
by county, state and federal governments and through public easements. 

7. Encourage commercial and industrial waterfront development to provide a means for 
visual and pedestrian access to the shoreline area. 

8. Require public access as the water dependent portion of nonwater oriented uses, multi
family and multi-lot developments, and new structural flood hazard reduction measures 
(such as dikes and levees) where feasible. 

9. Provide assistance to private property owners willing to provide public access to 
shorelines. 

10. Provide for the public health and safety when developing public access. 

11. Encourage the establishment of scenic view points. 

12. Public access should be required for all new shoreline developments with the exception 
of the following: 

a. Single family residences in developments planned for one to four parcels; 

b. Agricultural activities, not including dikes; or 

c. Where deemed inappropriate due to health, safety, water quality security and other 
environmental concerns. 

13. Public access at Spada Lake shall be limited to uses and locations that will not result in 
adverse impacts to water quality. 
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14. When restrictions on access are deemed necessary for the health, safety or welfare of 
the public or for the protection and maintenance of the particular site, the type and extent 
of public access should be defined through precedent established by Shorelines 
Hearings Board decisions and the courts. Restrictions on access may delineate times of 
access or allow access only to residents of a certain community or development. 

15. Development, uses and activities on or near the shoreline should not impair or detract 
from the public's present, historical or potential access to the shoreline. 

16. Public access should be provided as close as possible to the water's edge without 
adversely affecting a sensitive environment and should be designed with provisions for 
physically disabled persons. 

17. Nonresidential water enjoyment and nonwater oriented uses and developments that 
front on the shoreline should provide continuous public access along the entire site's 
shoreline. Residential developments of more than four lots that front on the shoreline 
should provide for physical public access at a minimum of one point along the shoreline. 

18. Publicly owned shorelines should be used only for water dependent or public 
recreational uses, or should remain protected open space. 

19. Public access to shoreline areas provided by street ends, utility easements and rights-of
way should be preserved, maintained and enhanced. 

20. Public access should be designed to provide for public safety and to minimize potential 
impacts to private property and individual privacy. 

21. There should be a physical separation or other means of clearly delineating public and 
private space in order to avoid unnecessary user conflict. 

22. Public views from the shoreline upland areas should be preserved and enhanced. 
Enhancement of views should not be construed to allow excessive removal of vegetation 
that partially limits views. 

23. Shoreline development should be designed and constructed to preserve public views of 
the water to the greatest extent feasible. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.330. 
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3.2.5 Specific Shoreline Uses & Modifications 
The provisions in this section apply to specific common uses and modifications to the extent 
they occur within shoreline jurisdiction. Shoreline modifications are generally related to 
construction of a physical element such as a dike, breakwater, dredged basin, or fill, but 
they can include other land disturbing activities such as clearing, grading, application of 
chemicals, or significant vegetation removal. Shoreline modifications usually are 
undertaken in support of, or in preparation for, a shoreline use; for example, fill (shoreline 
modification) required for a cargo terminal (industrial use) or dredging (shoreline 
modification) to allow for a marina (boating facility use). The use and modification 
regulations are based on the following principals from WAC 173-26-231 and -241: 

• Establish a system of use regulations and environment designation provisions 
consistent with WAC 173-26-201 (2)( d) and 173-26-211 that gives preference to 
those uses that are consistent with the control of pollution and prevention of damage 
to the natural environment, or are unique to or dependent upon uses of the state's 
shoreline areas. 

• Ensure that all SMP provisions concerning proposed development of property are 
established, as necessary, to protect the public's health, safety, and welfare, as well 
as the land and its vegetation and wildlife, and to protect property rights while 
implementing the policies of the SMA. 

• Reduce use conflicts by including provisions to prohibit or apply special conditions to 
those uses which are not consistent with the control of pollution and prevention of 
damage to the natural environment or are not unique to or dependent upon use of 
the state's shoreline. In implementing this provision, preference shall be given first to 
water-dependent uses, then to water-related uses and water-enjoyment uses. 

• Establish use regulations designed to assure no net loss of ecological functions 
associated with the shoreline. 

• Allow structural shoreline modifications only where they are demonstrated to be 
necessary to support or protect an allowed primary structure or a legally existing 
shoreline use that is in danger of loss or substantial damage or are necessary for 
reconfiguration of the shoreline for mitigation or enhancement purposes. 

• Reduce the adverse effects of shoreline modifications and, as much as possible, limit 
shoreline modifications in number and extent. 

• Allow only shoreline modifications that are appropriate to the specific type of 
shoreline and environmental conditions for which they are proposed. 

• Assure that shoreline modifications individually and cumulatively do not result in a 
net loss of ecological functions. This is to be achieved by giving preference to those 
types of shoreline modifications that have a lesser impact on ecological functions 
and requiring mitigation of identified impacts resulting from shoreline modifications. 

• Where applicable, base provisions on scientific and technical information and a 
comprehensive analysis of drift cells for marine waters or reach conditions for river 
and stream systems. Contact the state Department of Ecology for available drift cell 
characterizations. 

• Plan for the enhancement of impaired ecological functions where feasible and 
appropriate while accommodating permitted uses. As shoreline modifications occur, 
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incorporate all feasible measures to protect ecological shoreline functions and 
ecosystem-wide processes. 

• Avoid and reduce significant ecological impacts according to the mitigation sequence 
in WAC 173-26-201(2)(e). 

• Define the types of uses and development that require shoreline conditional use 
permits pursuant to RCW 90.58.100(5) to provide the opportunity to require specially 
tailored environmental analysis or design criteria for types of use or development that 
may otherwise be inconsistent with a specific environment designation within the 
SMP or with the SMA policies. 
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3.2.5.1 Agriculture 
The SMA states that," ... master programs developed or amended by local governments 
according to RCW 90.58.080 shall not require modification of or limit agricultural activities 
occurring on agricultural land." [RCW 90.58.065(1 )]. However, master programs shall include 
provisions for new agricultural activities on land not meeting the definition of agricultural land. 
RCW 90.58.065 defines agricultural land as," ... those specific land areas on which agriculture 
activities are conducted." 

The provisions in this section of the county's SMP apply to new agricultural activities 
including all uses that are allowed as permitted or conditional uses in the A-10 zone [SCC 
30.22.11 OJ which also meet the definition of "agricultural activities" [RCW 90.58.065(2), 
WAC 173-26-020(3) and SCC 30.91A.090] and which are proposed on land not currently 
used for agricultural activities 

Conversion of agricultural lands to other uses is regulated in accordance with the standards 
for the new use (chapter 30.67 SCC, Part 500). Agricultural land in shoreline jurisdiction 
may be converted only to a use that is allowed in this SMP (chapter 30.67 SCC, Part 400) 
and which is allowed pursuant to county zoning regulations (chapter 30.22 SCC). 

Goals 

l. Promote the development and growth of the county's agricultural industry and preserve 
prime agricultural soils. 

2. Reduce pollution resulting from agricultural practices, such as animal wastes, pesticides, 
sediments and nutrients. 

Policies 

1. Agricultural use of designated farmlands should be retained wherever possible and 
protected from incompatible and preemptive patterns of development. 

2. Permit only those developments on designated agricultural land that are required to 
maintain, develop or enhance agricultural enterprises including all uses allowed in the A-
10 zone which meet the definition of "agricultural activities". 

3. Allow uses which are not shoreline related on a specified interim basis (e.g., seasonal 
farm produce stands), if such uses are not permanent and do not require permanent 
modifications of natural shorelines. 

4. Implement farm management plans that are consistent with conservation practices 
recommended by the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service and the Snohomish 
Conservation District. 

5. Prohibit channel modifications that cause river or stream hydraulic pressures to 
adversely affect agricultural areas. 

6. Restrict new shoreline armoring and the construction of new agricultural levees in 
floodplains and estuarine wetlands. Encourage the use of softer methods of shoreline 
stabilization to protect natural processes. 

7. Encourage voluntary projects that will restore impaired shoreline ecological functions on 
designated agricultural land. 

8. Do not require modification of or limit agricultural activities occurring on agricultural 
lands. 
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9. Appropriate vegetation and Natural Resources Conservation Service conservation 
practices should be used to minimize water quality impacts from agricultural activities. 

10. Encourage the maintenance of a buffer or permanent vegetation or other soil erosion 
control measures between tilled areas and associated water bodies which will retard 
surface runoff, protect water quality, improve habitat, and reduce siltation. 

11. Comply with control guidelines prepared by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and state and local agencies for regulating the location of confined animal feeding 
operations, retention and storage ponds for feed lot wastes, and stockpiles of manure 
solids along the county's shorelines to avoid water pollution. 

12. Adjacent farms should construct manure lagoons and livestock flood sanctuaries for joint 
use whenever feasible. Where not feasible, these types of projects should be located 
and designed to minimize potential impacts to neighboring properties and shoreline 
ecological functions. 

Regulations 

See sec 30.67.505. 
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3.2.5.2 Aquaculture 
Aquaculture includes the farming of shellfish, fish, aquatic plants or other aquatic organisms. 

Goals 

1. Allow the establishment of aquaculture involving the farming of shellfish, or other aquatic 
plants and animals, provided that water quality, habitat quality, native species and 
nearshore processes are not adversely affected and invasive or exotic species are not 
introduced into shoreline habitats. 

2. Aquaculture or fisheries enhancement should be located where biophysical conditions 
(such as water temperature, water quality, depth, and dissolved oxygen) are suitable for 
the use. 

3. Aquaculture should not be permitted in areas where it would result in a net loss of 
ecological functions, adversely impact eelgrass and macroalgae, or significantly conflict 
with navigation and other water dependent uses. Aquacultural facilities should be 
designed and located so as not to spread disease to native aquatic life, establish new 
nonnative species which cause significant ecological impacts, or significantly impact the 
aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 

Policies 

1. Aquaculture should not be permitted in areas where it would result in a net loss of 
ecological functions, adversely impact eelgrass and macroalgae, or significantly conflict 
with navigation and other water dependent uses. 

2. Aquacultural facilities should be designed and located so as not to spread disease to 
native aquatic life, establish new nonnative species which cause significant ecological 
impacts, or significantly impact the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 

3. Aquaculture or fisheries enhancement should be located where biophysical conditions 
(such as water temperature, water quality, depth, dissolved oxygen) are suitable for the 
use. 

4. Aquaculture or fisheries enhancement facilities and operations should be consistent with 
the standards and requirements of the applicable state and/or federal agency 
responsible for regulating the organism being cultivated. 

5. Aquaculture or fisheries enhancement requiring extensive structures or shoreline 
alterations should not be allowed in areas sensitive to development or which are scarce 
and valuable in the region such as critical saltwater habitats, marshes, estuaries and 
accretion shorelines unless it can be demonstrated that there will be no net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. 

6. Aquaculture should be designed and located: 

a. To avoid or minimize impacts to natural dynamic processes of shoreline formation, 
processes, and shoreline ecological functions; 

b. So as not to spread disease to native aquatic life or establish new non-native species 
which will damage native flora and fauna or impact shoreline ecological functions; 

c. To not interfere with the migration of aquatic organisms except where specifically 
intended by the design or operation of the facility; 
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d. To maintain navigational access of upland owners, recreational boaters and 
commercial waterborne traffic; and 

e. To minimize potential conflicts with adjacent uses such as commercial fishing, 
recreation and navigation. Potential use conflicts should be considered during review 
of proposed aquaculture developments. 

7. Aquaculture operations should be consistent with the county's goal of maintaining water 
quality. Aquaculture operations should minimize the use of approved pesticides, 
herbicides, antibiotics, vaccines, growth stimulants, or other chemicals. 

8. Consider and mitigate insofar as practical the possible detrimental impact aquacultural 
development might have on views from upland property of the general aesthetic quality 
of the shoreline area. 

9. Define aquaculture zones as a one-mile radius around identified aquaculture areas. 
Evaluate proposed developments and activities within the zone for impact on identified 
productive or potentially productive aquaculture areas. Identify impacts and mitigate 
impacts through permit conditions and performance standards. Consider alternate 
locations and designs for such proposals if potential adverse impacts are significant. 

10. Commercial and industrial aquaculture processing facilities should locate in the Urban 
shoreline designation to protect the scenic and aesthetic quality of rural shorelines. 

11. Ensure that aquaculture does not result in a net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 

12. Established aquaculture should be protected from incompatible uses which may seek to 
locate nearby. 

13. Encourage physical or visual public access to shorelines when physical and operational 
characteristics allow. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.510. 
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3.2.5.3 Boating and Boat Mooring Facilities 
Boating facilities include marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launches and ramps((,)). Boat 
mooring facilities include covered moorage, boathouses, mooring buoys, piers, docks and 
floats. Depending upon the type of construction, boating and boat mooring facilities can 
affect fish and shellfish habitats, wildlife habitat and natural shore processes. 

Policies 

1. The location, design, construction and operation of boating and boat mooring facilities 
should endeavor to minimize adverse effects on priority habitats, fish and shellfish 
resources, and the adjacent areas. 

2. Boating and boat mooring facilities shall be designed at an appropriate scale and 
character and constructed to blend visually with all surrounding land uses. 

3. Boating and boat mooring facilities should be located and designed so that their 
structures and operations will be aesthetically compatible with the area visually affected 
and will not unreasonably impair shoreline views. 

4. Boating and boat mooring facilities shall make use of the natural site configuration to the 
greatest extent possible. 

5. Encourage multiple uses in boating and boat mooring facility design. 

6. New marina facilities should be designed and constructed to accommodate public access 
and enjoyment of the shoreline including provisions for walkways, view points, rest 
rooms and other recreational uses according to the scale of the facility. 

7. Carefully consider the capacity of shoreline sites to absorb the impact of waste 
discharges from boats including gas and oil spillage, when identifying suitable sites for 
boat and boat mooring facilities. 

8. Treated wood products should be avoided on structures or portions of structures that 
contact the water. 

9. Grating must be incorporated into all overwater structures that will shade nearshore 
areas. 

10. A mitigation plan will be required for all unavoidable impacts to nearshore marine areas. 

1 1. No marina or boat launching facility shall be built on or over eelgrass beds or forage fish 
spawning areas. 

12. Marinas shall not be sited in areas containing mudflats, sandflats, pocket estuaries or 
other nearshore sediment accretion areas. 

13. Marinas shall not be located in areas that would detrimentally alter littoral drift. An 
evaluation of nearshore drift cell movement must be conducted during the siting process. 

14. Marinas should be sited in deepwater areas to avoid the need for dredging. 

15. Marinas shall be designed to incorporate uninhibited tidal bypass in such a manner that 
will minimize the need for maintenance dredging. 

16. Marinas shall be designed in such a manner to allow adequate flushing and water 
circulation within the facility in order to avoid water quality degradation. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regu/aticns ((Pa§-e-!#-0-f-4-9-1-))54 
( ( Apf;i:9-V-eff~RfjteR-Staf-e-Depart-meRl-of-E---Ge-!Bgy-oo---JiJ/y-1-3,20-1-2--{-E-#eGHve-dat-e--J-i!ly-2-:t-c--2--G-12))) 



17. Prior to designing in-water marinas, an alternatives analysis must be conducted in order 
to determine if it is feasible to have upland boat storage areas in the vicinity of the 
project site. 

18. No marina shall be built within a 1/2 mile of any outfall of primary treated domestic or 
industrial sewage or waste. 

19. Floats, piers, docks, and other structures associated with marinas must be placed in 
deep water to avoid prop scour and shading impacts. 

20. New docks and piers should only be allowed when necessary to facilitate water 
dependent uses or public access. A dock associated with a single family residence is 
considered a water dependent use provided it is designed and intended for access to 
watercraft. 

21. Docks and piers should be limited to the minimum size necessary to support the 
proposed water dependant use. 

22. Docks, piers, floats and other overwater structures should be designed and located to 
avoid, or minimize and mitigate impacts to critical areas and functions. Limits to size, 
configuration, length, materials, scheduling and location should be required when 
necessary to protect shoreline ecological functions. 

23. Docks, piers, floats and other overwater structures should be designed and located so 
as to maintain navigability and public use of the waters of the state. 

24. Encourage the use of open-pile piers where there is significant littoral drift and where 
scenic values will not be impaired. 

25. Designate areas where pile piers will have priority over floating docks. 

26. New docks, piers and floats serving residential development should be developed as 
community or joint use docks serving two or more dwellings rather than individual docks, 
whenever feasible. 

Regulations 

See sec 30.67.515(H) and 30.67.517. 
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3.2.5.4 Breakwaters, jetties, groins & other in-water structures 
Breakwaters are used to protect a harbor or shore from wave impacts. Jetties and groins 
are structures designed to modify or control sand movement. Jetties typically prevent sand 
from being transported and deposited in inlets where sandbar development may otherwise 
impair navigation. Groins are constructed perpendicular to the beach trapping sand behind 
them and preventing sand transport down the beach. 

Policies 

1. Breakwaters, jetties and groins should only be allowed waterward of the ordinary high 
water mark when necessary to support a water dependent use. 

2. Mitigation sequencing shall be followed when evaluating proposals for new breakwaters 
(i.e., avoid, minimize, mitigate). Project proponents must first demonstrate the need for a 
breakwater. 

3. Floating breakwaters parallel to the shoreline will be the only acceptable design unless it 
can be demonstrated by a qualified hydrogeologist with experience evaluating marine 
shoreline breakwaters that the design will not be feasible at the project site. 

4. If it is determined that a floating breakwater is not feasible, solid breakwaters may be 
considered but only in instances where design modifications can eliminate potentially 
significant detrimental effects on the movement of sand and circulation of water. 

5. Give preference to floating seasonal breakwaters that can be removed during the winter. 

6. Breakwaters, jetties or groins should be designed and located: 

a. To avoid or minimize and mitigate impacts to natural dynamic processes of shoreline 
formation, processes, and ecological functions; especially littoral drift and fish and 
wildlife habitat; and 

b. To have no adverse impacts on downdrift, downstream and adjacent properties, such 
as beach starvation; and 

c. To avoid or minimize restrictions on the public use of the water surface, especially 
navigational access of upland owners, recreational boaters and commercial 
waterborne traffic. 

7. Breakwaters, jetties and groins should not be located in or over critical saltwater 
habitats. 

8. Design breakwaters, jetties and groins so they will not detract from the aesthetic quality 
of the shoreline. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.520. 
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3.2.5.5 Commercial 
Commercial developments are those uses which are involved in wholesale or retail trade, 
business activities or services not typically associated with single-family residential uses. 
Restaurants, retail stores, business parks, craft shops, art galleries and other similar uses 
are typical commercial uses in shoreline jurisdiction. 

Policies 

1. Preference should be given to commercial developments which include water dependent 
and water related uses and activities as primary uses within shoreline areas. 

2. Strongly encourage new commercial developments on shorelines to locate in those 
areas where current commercial uses already exist. 

3. Encourage the development of commercial activities which can make use of existing 
public services. 

4. New commercial development along shorelines must incorporate innovative designs, 
including low impact development approaches, so that the footprint of the facility is 
negligible along the shoreline. 

5. Parking, storage, loading and service areas and facilities serving commercial uses 
should minimize their visual impact on the shorelines, utilize low impact development 
techniques and be placed a minimum of 200 feet away from the immediate water's edge. 

6. Commercial developments that abut the water's edge should provide physical and/or 
visual access to the shoreline where appropriate. 

7. Commercial development shall be designed in such a manner as to avoid the need for 
shoreline stabilization structures. 

8. Commercial development should be designed and located so as to avoid or minimize 
impacts to shoreline ecological functions. 

9. New commercial development and related accessory uses must minimize overwater 
coverage and all runoff should be contained and treated prior to discharge. 

10. Allow restoration or public access to the shoreline as the water dependent portion of a 
nonwater-oriented commercial use. 

11. Commercial projects should be designed to minimize impacts to both views of the 
shoreline and views from the water. Building orientation, height and the creation of view 
corridors should be considered in design. 

12. Commercial uses should be compatible in use, scope and scale with the purpose of the 
shoreline environment in which they are located. 

See SCC 30.67.525. 
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3.2.5.6 Dredging and dredge spoil disposal 
Dredging is the removal of earth material from the bottom of a stream, river, lake, bay or 
other water body for the purpose of deepening a navigation channel or to obtain use of the 
bottom materials for landfill or economic purposes. By definition, dredging only occurs 
below the ordinary high water mark and is therefore limited to the Aquatic or Municipal 
Watershed Utility environments. Dredging and dredge spoil disposal activities may also be 
related to "fill", "flood hazard management" or "mining". Dredging related to these other 
activities is addressed in sections 3.2.5.7 - Fill, 3.2.5.8 - Flood Protection Measures, and 
3.2.5.12 - Mining in this SMP. 

A significant portion of dredged materials are deposited either in the water or immediately 
adjacent to it, often resulting in water quality problems. 

Policies 

1. Regulate and control dredging to ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions 
within both the area to be dredged and the area for deposit of dredged materials. 

2. Identify, in consultation with the State Department of Natural Resources and Washington 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife, spoil deposit sites. 

3. Dredging of bottom materials for the single purpose of obtaining fill material shall not be 
allowed except as necessary for restoration of shoreline ecological functions. 

4. New development should be sited and designed to avoid or if that is not possible, to 
minimize the need for new and maintenance dredging. 

5. Approve dredging projects only when accompanied by an acceptable plan for the long
range disposal of dredge spoils created by the project and its continued maintenance. 

6. Allow dredging activities necessary to maintain and operate public water supply, power 
generation, and flood control reservoirs, including, but not limited to, sediment removal 
at pipe inlets or outlets. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.530. 
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3.2.5. 7 Fill 
Fill is any material, such as earth, clay, sand, concrete, rubble, wood chips, bark or waste of 
any kind which is placed, stored or dumped upon the surface of the ground or water-ward of 
the ordinary high water mark resulting in an increase in the natural surface elevation [SCC 
30.91 F.220]. Neither organic materials nor fill materials identified as solid waste per SCC 
7.25.020(32) shall be deposited waterward of the ordinary high water mark. 

Policies 

1. Allow fills only when necessary to support a use allowed by the county's Shoreline 
Management Program and where adverse impacts on ecological functions will be 
mitigated. 

2. The area of fill should be the minimum necessary to facilitate the use, and projects 
should be designed and located to minimize the need for fill. For example, projects 
should be designed with pile supported piers, rather than piers constructed with fill. 

3. Prohibit sanitary landfills or the location of solid waste disposal sites in any shoreline 
area. 

4. Fills waterward of the ordinary high water mark should only be allowed where necessary 
to facilitate a water dependent use, restoration project, or public access. 

5. When allowed, fills in water bodies should minimize or eliminate impacts to navigability 
and public access, and ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions including 
channel migration. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.535. 
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3.2.5.8 Flood Protection Measures 
This flood damage prevention element gives consideration to the statewide interest in the 
prevention and minimization of flood damages. Flood hazard reduction measures may 
consist of nonstructural measures, such as setbacks, land use controls, wetland restoration, 
dike removal, use relocation, biotechnical measures, and storm water management 
programs, and of structural measures, such as dikes, levees, revetments, floodwalls, 
channel realignment, and elevation of structures consistent with the National Flood 
Insurance Program 

Flood hazard reduction measures are most effective when integrated into comprehensive 
strategies that recognize the natural hydrogeological and biological processes of water 
bodies. Over the long term, the most effective means of flood hazard reduction are to 
prevent or remove development in flood-prone areas, to manage storm water within the 
flood plain, and to maintain or restore river and stream system's natural hydrological and 
geomorphological processes. 

Goals 

1. Prevent and minimize flood damage without decreasing fish and wildlife habitat. 

2. Manage floodplains in a manner that supports agricultural uses wherever possible. 

Policies 

1 Encourage the removal of artificial restrictions to natural channel migration if feasible 
and recognize that seasonal flooding is a natural process. 

2. Give preference to nonstructural flood hazard reduction measures over structural 
measures. 

3. When evaluating alternate flood control measures, consider the removal or relocation of 
structures in flood prone areas. 

4. Assure that flood hazard reduction measures do not result in a net loss of ecological 
functions associated with rivers and streams. 

5. New development or uses should be discouraged if they would require structural flood 
hazard reduction measures within the channel migration zone or floodway. 

6. Avoid development and shoreline modifications that would result in interference with the 
process of channel migration. 

7. The county shall meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program. 

8. Prevent alteration of river or stream channels in order to obtain increased conveyance of 
stream flow except where the activity is part of a comprehensive flood management 
solution consistent with an adopted flood hazard management plan. Where there is no 
adopted flood hazard management plan, the activity should be consistent with the most 
recent version of the "Integrated Streambank Protection Guidelines" developed by the 
Aquatic Habitat Guidelines Steering Committee (Washington State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, April 2003). 

9. When shoreline stabilization and flood protection structures are rebuilt, construct 
structures that protect or enhance wildlife habitats and are vegetated with native shrubs 
and trees. 

10. Encourage bio-stabilization methods for erosion damage repair whenever possible. 
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11. New and replacement water control structures should incorporate a design that uses 
best available fish passage technology. 

12. Allow for maintenance of flood conveyance facilities that does not result in a net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. 

13. Encourage the use of low impact development techniques in all development. 

14. Encourage uses, such as parks, greenbelts and agriculture, which are most compatible 
with flood-prone areas. 

15. New flood protection measures should be allowed only when necessary to protect 
existing development or designated agricultural land, or to facilitate restoration of 
shoreline ecological functions. 

16. Locate, design and construct permitted flood protection measures so as to avoid 
channelization, protect adjacent or downstream property from adverse effects and to 
ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions associated with rivers and streams. 

17. Place all flood protection measures such as dikes and levees landward of any 
associated wetlands, and where feasible, landward of the channel migration zone. 

18. Recognize and protect the integrity of a water body's hydraulic system, including 
associated wetlands, when planning for and designing flood protection measures. 

19. All flood protection measures, including repair and maintenance, should conform to 
standards set forth in county and/or state approved floodplain management plans, when 
applicable. 

20. When emergency repair of flood protection structures is necessary, permits for the work, 
including mitigation, shall be obtained in a reasonable timeframe or the structure shall be 
removed. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.540. 
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3.2.5.9 Forestry 
Snohomish County will rely on the Forest Practices Act (chapter 76.09 RCW) and its 
implementing rules and on the Forest and Fish Report4 (USFWS et. al, 1999) as adequate 
management of commercial forest uses within shoreline jurisdiction. Logging for the 
purpose of converting the land to another use is subject to the requirements for vegetation 
management (SCC 30.67.599) for the specific shoreline environment designation and to the 
standards and requirements for the new use (chapter 30.67 SCC, Part 500). 

Trees along a body of water provide shade which insulates the waters from detrimental 
temperature change and dissolved oxygen release. A stable water temperature and 
dissolved oxygen level provide a healthy environment for fish and other more delicate forms 
of aquatic life. Poor logging practices on shorelines alter this balance as well as result in 
slash and debris accumulation and may increase the suspended sediment load and the 
turbidity of the water. 

Goals 

1. Conserve productive forest land and discourage incompatible uses. 

2. Allow logging that is consistent with the State Forest Practices Act (chapter 76.09 RCW), 
the Forest and Fish Report (USFWS et. al, 1999) and effective forest management 
practices. 

Policies 

1. Protect or restore forest cover throughout the shoreline areas. 

2. Discourage logging on steep slopes near shoreline areas. 

3. Replant logged steep sloped areas as soon as possible to minimize erosion and 
sedimentation impacts. 

4. Encourage enrollment in incentive conservation programs that provide an alternative to 
logging. 

5. Conversion of forest lands to non-forestry uses shall be consistent with management 
policies and development standards for the specific shoreline environment. 

6. New log storage and rafting areas should be located out of the water. 

7. Expansion of existing log storage and/or rafting areas should not be allowed if grounding 
will occur. 

8. Minimize the amount of log debris, bark and wood leachates resulting from log handling 
in shorelines of the state. 

9. The county should work with affected parties and local salmon conservation efforts with 
the goal of phasing out existing in-water log storage areas in critical habitat utilized by 
threatened or endangered species. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.545 

.i USFWS, NMFS, EPA, Office of the Governor of the State of Washington, DNR, WDFW, DOE, 
Colville Confederated Tribes, Washington State Association of Counties, WFPA, WFFA. 1999. 
Forests and Fish Report. Dated 29 April 1999. 
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3.2.5.10 Industry and Ports 
Industrial uses are those which are involved in manufacture, assembly, processing, 
warehouse/storage, or distribution of commodities or resources as a primary use that are not 
typically associated with or incidental to residential, commercial or agricultural uses. 
Airports, ultralight airparks, log storage, sawmills, shake and shingle mills and log scaling 
stations are industrial uses. 

Ports are centers for water-borne traffic and as such have become gravitational points for 
industrial and manufacturing firms. Heavy industry may not specifically require a waterfront 
location, but is attracted to port areas because of the variety of transportation available. 

Policies 

1. Industries wishing to locate on the shoreline should be water-dependent unless 
navigability is limited or the site is separated from the water by an intervening use, right
of-way corridor or physical barrier. 

2. Encourage the development of industrial activities which can make use of existing public 
services. 

3. Design port facilities to permit viewing of harbor areas from viewpoints, waterfront 
restaurants and similar public facilities which would not interfere with port operations or 
endanger public health and safety. 

4. New port development structures (e.g., wharfs, piers, floats) shall be designed in such a 
manner that minimizes overwater coverage to the greatest extent possible. Features 
such as "T" wharfs and grating should be incorporated into the design of new overwater 
structures. 

5. Treated wood products should be avoided on structures or portions of structures that 
contact the water. 

6. Parking, storage, waste treatment, loading and service areas and facilities serving 
industrial uses should minimize their visual impact on the shorelines, and be placed 
inland away from the immediate water's edge or screened. Joint use of such facilities 
should be encouraged. 

7. Encourage the cooperative use of docking, cargo handling and storage facilities in 
waterfront industrial areas. 

8. Land transportation and utility corridors serving ports and water related industry should 
follow the policies provided under the sections of the SMP dealing with Utilities and 
Transportation Facilities. 

9. Give consideration to statewide port needs, and coordinate planning with other 
jurisdictions in the state to avoid duplication of port services. 

10. Undertake careful planning to reduce any potential adverse impact of industrial piers and 
docks on other water dependent uses and shoreline resources. 

11. Require that all port development be consistent with an adopted comprehensive port 
improvement plan, county or city comprehensive plans and shoreline management 
programs. 

12. Industrial projects should be designed to minimize impacts to both views of the shoreline 
and views from the water. Building orientation, screening, height and the creation of 
view corridors should be considered in the design of such facilities. 
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13. Industrial development should be designed and located so as to avoid or minimize 
impacts to shoreline ecological functions. Where avoidance is not feasible, development 
should ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 

14. Allow restoration or public access to the shoreline as the water dependent portion of a 
non-water oriented industrial use. 

15. Industrial uses should be compatible in use, scope and scale with the purpose of the 
shoreline environment in which they are located. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.550. 
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3.2.5.11 Institutional Uses 
Institutional uses include those nonresidential uses that typically are found in all zones, 
including residential zones, such as health and social service facilities, community facilities 
for juveniles or seniors, schools, libraries, museums, government structures and facilities, 
and churches. In-home institutional uses conducted in a single-family residential structure 
and which are secondary to the residential use of the structure such as a day care, elder 
care, home school or foster home are not considered institutional uses for the purposes of 
this SMP. 

Policies 

1. Preference should be given to institutional developments which include water-dependent 
and water-related uses and activities as primary uses within shoreline areas. 

2. Strongly encourage new institutional developments on shorelines to locate in those 
areas where current commercial or institutional uses already exist. 

3. Encourage the development of institutional activities which can make use of existing 
public services. 

4. New institutional development along shorelines must incorporate innovative designs, 
including low impact development approaches, so that the footprint of the facility is 
negligible along the shoreline. 

5. Parking, storage, loading and service areas and facilities serving institutional uses 
should minimize their visual impact on the shorelines, utilize low impact development 
techniques and be placed a minimum of 200 feet away from the ordinary high water 
mark. 

6. Institutional developments that abut the water's edge should provide physical and/or 
visual access to the shoreline where appropriate. 

7. Institutional developments shall be designed in such a manner as to avoid the need for 
shoreline stabilization structures. 

8. Institutional development should be designed and located so as to avoid or minimize 
impacts to shoreline ecological functions. 

9. New institutional development and related accessory uses must minimize overwater 
coverage and all runoff should be contained and treated prior to discharge. 

10. Allow restoration or public access to the shoreline as the water dependent portion of a 
nonwater-oriented institutional use. 

11. Institutional developments should be designed to minimize impacts to both views of the 
shoreline and views from the water. Building orientation, height and the creation of view 
corridors should be considered in the design of such developments. 

Regulations 

See sec 30.67.555. 
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3.2.5.12 Mining 
Mining is the removal and primary processing of naturally occurring materials including 
sand, gravel, rock, soil, peat or precious metals for economic use. Mining activities also 
include in-water dredging activities related to mineral extraction. 

Mining in the shoreline generally alters the natural character, resources, and ecology of 
shorelines of the state and may impact critical shoreline resources and ecological functions 
of the shoreline. The removal of sand and gravel from shoreline areas usually results in 
erosion of land and silting of water. These operations can create silt and kill bottom-living 
animals. The removal of sand and sediments from marine beaches and feeder bluffs can 
deplete limited resources not easily restored through natural processes. However, in some 
circumstances, mining may be designed to have benefits for shoreline resources, such as 
creation of off channel habitat for fish or habitat for wildlife 

Activities associated with shoreline mining, such as processing and transportation, also 
generally have the potential to impact shoreline resources unless the impacts of those 
associated activities are evaluated and properly managed in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the SMP. For purposes of this definition, "primary processing" includes 
screening, crushing, and stockpiling, all of which utilize materials removed from the site 
where the processing activity is located. Processing does not include general 
manufacturing, such as the manufacturing of cast concrete or asphalt products, asphalt 
mixing operations or concrete batching operations. 

Mining and processing of sand, gravel, rock and precious metals is allowed in Snohomish 
County only within mineral resource designated areas in the comprehensive plan as shown 
on the county's Future Land Use Map (FLUM) and in areas zoned Mineral Conservation 
(MC). With a few minor exceptions, the mineral resource designation does not coincide with 
shoreline jurisdiction. This means there is very little opportunity for the mining or 
processing of these resources within shorelines. 

In the isolated instances where new mining and associated activities may be allowed, the 
operations shall be designed and conducted to comply with the regulations of the 
environment designation and the provisions applicable to critical areas where relevant. 
Accordingly, meeting the no net loss of ecological functions standard shall include 
avoidance and mitigation of adverse impacts during the course of mining and reclamation. It 
is appropriate, however, to determine whether there will be no net loss of shoreline 
ecological functions based on evaluation of final reclamation required for the site. 

Goals 

1. The economically extractable resources of rock, sand, gravel, top soil and peat should 
be carefully managed and conserved in order to encourage a long term benefit over a 
short term gain. 

Policies 

1. Permit mining that is consistent with the county's GMA comprehensive plan and is 
located in areas designated for such use by the county's mineral resources overlay. 

2. Require that mining of sand, gravel and other minerals is done in conformance with the 
Washington State Surface Mine Reclamation Act (chapter 78.44 RCW) and the 
provisions of the Snohomish County Code, and county's GMA comprehensive plan. 

3. Reclamation plans should include provisions for the following: 

a. Creation, restoration or enhancement of habitat for critical species; and 
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b. Public access. 

Regulations 

See sec 30.67.560. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
Shoreline Environment Designations Policies and Regulations ((.Page-~7-44-91))67 
( ( Approv-ed--/Jy-',,4/a&hin§IBR-,Sl.af& £!epartme~f:;3o/Gf}y-0nJt1!y-1-3-:J0-1-2--{-fii-ff ective--date-JH!y-2 7-2Q1-2})) 



3.2.5.13 Recreation 
Recreation uses are those that provide facilities for athletic activities, hobbies or other 
entertainment that provide relaxation or enjoyment of leisure time as a primary use. 
Recreation uses include both publicly and privately owned shoreline facilities intended for 
use by the public or a private club, group, association or individual. Commercial uses that 
are clearly incidental to the recreation use such as concession stands or boat rental shall be 
considered part of the recreational use. 

This recreation element addresses preservation and enlargement of recreational 
opportunities, including but not limited to parks, tidelands, beaches, and recreational areas. 

Goals 

1. Provide additional opportunities and space for diverse forms of recreation for the public. 

Policies 

1. Identify, preserve, protect, and where feasible acquire shoreline areas for public access 
and recreation through the countywide comprehensive parks planning process. 

2. Give priority to water-oriented shoreline recreational development that is primarily 
related to access to, enjoyment and use of the water and shorelines of the state. 

3. Allow the development of recreation uses in such a manner as to ensure no net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. Recreational uses and developments should be 
designed and located to ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 

4. Require location, design and operation of recreational development for maximum 
compatibility with other uses and activities and avoid negative impacts on the shoreline 
environment. 

5. Encourage the growth and development of low impact or passive recreational, cultural 
tourism and general tourism uses that provide opportunities for large numbers of the 
public to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 

6. Encourage the development of recreational activities which can make use of existing 
public services. 

7. Encourage the establishment of scenic view points. 

8. Promote private investment in water oriented recreational facilities that are open to the 
public. 

9. Encourage compatible recreational uses in transportation and utility corridors. 

10. Strongly encourage the linkage of shoreline parks and public access points through the 
use of linear access. Many types of connections can be used such as hiking paths, 
bicycle trails and scenic drives. 

11. Recreational uses and development should provide for the preservation and 
enhancement of scenic views and vistas and for the buffering of recreation development 
from adjacent private property. 

12. Prohibit the use of motorized vehicles on beaches, dunes and fragile shoreline 
resources. 

13. Encourage a variety of recreational facilities which will satisfy the diversity of demands 
from groups in nearby population centers. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program· 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations ((P~,,S-Of.-:/.94))§§. 
( ( ~~hingi-OH &late Def)&MABR~-ef-.E--f;(}f0f]y-eR--d-ul-y-1--J,--.20--1--2--(Eiffe,;tive-fiat.e-J-&i-y---2+,--2!]+2-f)) 



14. Allow intensive recreational developments only where sewage disposal and vector 
control can be accomplished to meet public health standards without adversely altering 
the natural features attractive for recreational use. 

15. Allow recreational use of the Spada Lake shoreline consistent with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission Project license and regulations in county code based on a 
cooperative agreement with the Snohomish County Public Utility District, City of Everett 
and the Department of Natural Resources. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.565. 
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3.2.5.14 Residential 
Residential use includes single and multifamily dwellings and uses and other structures that 
are typically appurtenant or incidental to a residence. Residential uses also include those 
limited commercial and institutional uses that occur within or incidental to a residence, such 
as bed and breakfast inns, guest houses, home occupations, family daycare, retirement 
apartments, retirement housing and boarding houses. 

Single-family residences are the most common form of shoreline development and are 
identified as a priority use when developed in a manner consistent with control of pollution 
and prevention of damage to the natural environment. Without proper management, single
family residential use can cause significant damage to the shoreline area through 
cumulative impacts from shoreline armoring, storm water runoff, septic systems, introduction 
of pollutants, and vegetation modification and removal. Residential development also 
includes multifamily development and the creation of new residential lots through land 
division. 

Policies 
1. Require the use of the rural cluster subdivision code consistent with the underlying 

zoning in all shoreline subdivisions to reserve substantial portions of land as open space 
and to provide passive recreation areas. 

2. Require that lots created through subdivision and/or short platting shall contain sufficient 
area, width and depth to ensure that development of the lots can occur without risk to 
structures from landslide or erosion. 

3. Provide a geotechnical analysis of the site and an evaluation of shoreline characteristics 
prior to subdivision of land to assure that lots created will not require shoreline 
stabilization or the need for flood protection structures. 

4. New buildings within shoreline jurisdiction shall be set back sufficiently to ensure that 
shoreline stabilization will not be needed. 

5. Provide public pedestrian access to shorelines within the subdivision. 

6. Provide all residents within the subdivision with adequate easily accessible and usable 
access to the water when feasible. 

7. Prohibit residential development over water. 

8. Residential development on shorelines which would be dependent on future bulkheading 
or other shoreline modifications for protection from flooding, erosion or channel migration 
should not be allowed. 

9. Houseboats (vessels capable of being mobile but are used for living aboard) are to be 
located at approved moorage slips with adequate waste disposal practices that meet 
local and state health regulations. 

10. Removal of vegetation which can potentially contribute to destablilization of slopes or 
bluffs should be avoided with the exception of removal of hazardous trees. 

11. Access, utilities and public services should be available and adequate to serve existing 
needs and planned future residential development. 

12. Residential development and on-site septic systems shall be designed and located to 
prevent adverse impacts to water quality of fresh water or marine shorelines. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.570. 
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3.2.5.15 Shoreline and Bank Stabilization 
Shoreline stabilization measures are used to reduce sedimentation and erosion. 
Stabilization measures can be either non-structural or structural: 

Non-structural. Shoreline and bank stabilization accomplished by preventing or 
removing development in flood, landslide or erosion prone areas or by preserving or 
enhancing natural hydrological and biological processes. Such measures may 
include, but are not limited to, setbacks, buffers, bank or riparian re-vegetation, 
wetland restoration, dike removal or relocation, biotechnical stabilization measures or 
elevation of structures. 

Structural. Shoreline and bank stabilization accomplished by the physical 
manipulation of the bank or channel, other than through enhancement of natural 
hydrological or biological processes. Such measures may include, but are not limited 
to, floodwalls, dikes, bulkheads, revetments, levees, jetties, channel realignment, and 
groins. Structural methods range from "soft" structures that are less rigid and 
incorporate biotechnical or beach enhancement to "hard" structures that are solid, 
hard surfaces such as bulkheads, retaining walls, bluff walls and rock revetments. 

To protect ecological functions non-structural measures are preferred. 

Policies 

1. Permit the construction of structural shoreline stabilization only when non-structural 
methods of shoreline protection are not feasible to protect a primary structure and/or 
pre-existing, legally established access from erosion caused by tidal action, currents, or 
waves. 

2. Locate and construct shoreline stabilization structures in a manner which will not result 
in adverse effects on downdrift, downstream and adjacent properties and will result in no 
net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 

3. Locate, design and construct shoreline stabilization structures in such a way as to avoid 
intruding into or over critical saltwater habitats. 

4. Minimize the effect of shoreline stabilization structures on public access to publicly 
owned shorelines. 

5. When possible, design structural shoreline stabilization to blend in with the surroundings 
and to not detract from the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 

6. Permit the construction of shoreline stabilization structures only where they are 
necessary to protect primary structures, designated agricultural land and pre-existing, 
legally established access from natural processes, not for the indirect purpose of 
creating land by filling behind the bulkhead. 

7. Structural shoreline stabilization should not be located on or at the base of eroding bluffs 
except where danger to existing development exists, and non-structural measures are 
not feasible. 

8. Allow new bank stabilization of shorelines only after a geotechnical or hydrologic 
analysis demonstrates an imminent threat to an existing primary structure or essential 
public facility. 
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9. Bioengineering techniques utilizing vegetation, logs or rootwads shall be the preferred 
method of permitted structural shoreline stabilization except in those cases where a 
geotechnical or hydrologic analysis determines that such methods are not feasible. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.575. 
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3.2.5.16 Shoreline Restoration and Enhancement 
Shoreline restoration and enhancement should improve ecological functions and processes 
necessary to maintain shoreline natural resources, protect public health and safety, and 
preserve beneficial uses of the shoreline. 

The term "restoration" means to manipulate the physical, chemical, or biological 
characteristics of the shoreline environment with the goal of returning natural or historic 
function to a former or degraded area. The term "enhancement" means to manipulate the 
physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of a site to heighten, intensify, or improve 
specific functions. 5 

Restoration is further divided into the categories "re-establishment" and "rehabilitation." "Re
establishment" means to manipulate the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of 
the shoreline environment with the goal of returning natural or historic functions to the 
former natural condition. Whereas, "rehabilitation" means to manipulate the physical, 
chemical or biological characteristics of a site with the goal of repairing natural or historic 
functions of a degraded site. 

This section addresses the goals, policies and regulations for projects designed to restore or 
enhance shoreline natural resources and ecological functions. 

Goals 

1. Restore and enhance shoreline natural resources. 

2. Restore and enhance ecological functions and processes necessary to maintain 
shoreline natural resources, protect public health and safety, and preserve beneficial 
uses of the shoreline. 

3. Strive for a net gain in ecological productivity in the nearshore, intertidal and estuarine 
habitat areas. 

4. Restore and enhance water quality. 

Policies 

1. Restore and enhance priority habitat and species in shoreline areas. 

2. Restore and enhance ecological functions and processes necessary to maintain 
shoreline natural resources, protect public health and safety, and preserve beneficial 
uses of the shoreline. 

3. All shoreline restoration and enhancement projects should ensure that shoreline 
ecological functions, such as aquatic habitat, water quality, littoral drift, sediment 
processes, flood conveyance, and flood storage capacity are not degraded by the action. 

4. Identify those areas which have a potential for restoration or enhancement of damaged 
ecological functions and develop standards for improvement of the conditions in those 
areas and provide incentives for achieving such standards. 

5. Establish incentives that will provide opportunities for new development to restore or 
enhance impaired shoreline ecological functions. 

'The terms "restoration" and "enhancement" were adapted from Wetlands in 1Vashington Srate Vol. 2: 
CJuidelinesfhr Protecting and Managing /l'et!ands (Publication #05-06-008 app. ;\ ppg. 17-18, WDOE 2005 ). 
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6. Facilitate restoration and enhancement by expediting and simplifying the shoreline 
permit process for projects that are conducted solely for restoration and enhancement 
purposes, especially those that benefit critical saltwater and freshwater habitats. 

7. Restoration and enhancement of shorelines should be designed using principles of 
landscape and conservation ecology and should restore or enhance chemical, physical, 
and biological watershed processes that create and sustain shoreline habitat structures 
and functions. 

8. The county should develop acquisition and conservation easement programs directed at 
lands that have unique ecological values or cannot be protected by any other method. 

9. Provide incentives for new development and for public and private shoreline owners to 
restore and enhance shoreline ecological functions and protect habitat for fish, wildlife 
and plants. 

10. The county shall aggressively seek funding from state, federal, private and other sources 
to implement restoration, enhancement, and acquisition projects. 

11. The county should incorporate the recommendations contained in the watershed 
management plans and salmon conservation plans as the basis for prioritizing 
restoration and enhancement projects. 

12. The county shall promote innovative land use techniques, where appropriate, such as 
transfer and purchase of development rights and other incentives for voluntary practices. 

13. Encourage public and private shoreline owners to promote the proliferation of native, 
noninvasive wildlife, fish and plants. 

14. Non-structural approaches for shoreline restoration and enhancement should be used 
for shoreline stabilization instead of bulkheads or other structural stabilization measures, 
where feasible. 

15. Shoreline enhancement or restoration should be allowed in all shoreline environments 
provided it accomplishes one or more of the following objectives: 

a. Recreate or enhance shoreline conditions; 

b. Create or enhance natural habitat; or 

c. Implement a recommended project in the Restoration Element of the Snohomish 
County Shoreline Management Program. 

16. Shoreline restoration and/or enhancement should use maintenance-free or low
maintenance designs, where feasible. 

17. Shoreline restoration and/or enhancement should be designed to result in a natural 
shoreline with functions, vegetative communities and structure similar to what would 
historically have been found on the site or in the vicinity. 

18. Projects should address habitat degradation causes rather than symptoms. Habitat 
enhancement activities should emphasize rehabilitation of ecological processes and 
functions. 

19. Existing artificial structures that appear to be impeding natural recovery should be 
removed. 

20. Beneficial long term effects of natural disturbances, such as flooding, should be 
preserved or restored whenever possible. 
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21. Isolated sloughs, side channels and wetlands should be reconnected to fish accessible 
waters where feasible. 

22. Require habitat improvement on redevelopment projects through a combination of public 
and private programs and actions through regulatory and/or non-regulatory means. 

23. Encourage participation in volunteer programs that protect and improve shoreline 
ecological functions, such as Shore Stewards, Snohomish County WSU Beach 
Watchers, Sound Stewards, the WDFW backyard sanctuary program, and other citizen
oriented conservation programs. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.580. 
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3.2.5.17 Transportation, Circulation and Parking Facilities 
The transportation and circulation element addresses the general location and extent of 
existing and proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, and other 
public facilities, all correlated with the shoreline use element. The transportation system 
provides access to shoreline areas and scenic viewpoints but at the same time can damage 
shoreline ecological functions. The transportation goals and policies must balance the 
requirements needed to support shoreline uses with the protection of the shoreline ecology. 

Goals 

1. Permit safe and convenient circulation systems appropriate to the shoreline environment 
which cause minimum disruption to shoreline access, shoreline environment, and 
minimum conflict between the different users. 

Policies 

1. New nonwater oriented transportation facilities should be located outside of shoreline 
jurisdiction unless there is no reasonably feasible alternative alignment or location. 

2. To the extent feasible, encourage joint use transportation corridors by consolidating 
transportation and utility facilities in shared rights-of-way when they must cross shoreline 
areas. 

3. New and expanded transportation facilities should be designed and located away from 
shoreline areas so as to ensure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions, preserve 
the natural landscape, and minimize conflicts with existing and planned uses. 

4. Locate and design new and expanded transportation facilities so as to avoid the need for 
structural shoreline stabilization within a channel migration zone or floodway. 

5. Permit the repair and maintenance of transportation structures within a channel 
migration zone or floodway so as to minimize significant ecological impacts. 

6. Encourage the use of waterborne transportation and commuter ferry service. 

7. Require development and redevelopment with shoreline areas to manage stormwater 
impacts consistent with the county's surface water management program or current 
stormwater management manual. 

8. Encourage low impact development techniques. 

9. Locate and design new circulation systems consistent with the Snohomish County GMA 
comprehensive plan to provide for alternative modes of transportation in the shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

10. New transportation facilities should be located outside of shoreline areas wherever 
feasible. 

11. Encourage provision of view points, rest areas and picnic facilities in public shoreline 
areas along transportation corridors. 

12. Retain portions of old highways having high aesthetic quality as alternative scenic 
routes, unless this conflicts with agriculture or fish and wildlife habitat. 

13. Promote the use of abandoned railroad rights-of-way for trail systems, especially where 
they would provide public access to or enjoyment of the shorelines. 

14. Encourage creation of trail systems adjacent to new roads and railroads where feasible 
and safe. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
Shoreline Environment Designations Policies and Regulations ((Page 76 of W+)) 76 
( ( Appr,wed oyWashirig/Bn-Staie-Departmem ~oµ;;GOfogy-0ri Ju/y4:Jc-2Mtj£-fiectiv-ef/aleJ-uf',L-2-7~~1~2f)) 



15. Transportation facilities should be located and designed to avoid, or if that is not 
feasible, minimize impacts to shoreline ecological functions, especially channel migration 
and conveyance of flood waters and large woody debris. 

16. When necessary in shoreline areas, transportation facilities should be located where 
routes will have the least impact to shoreline ecological functions and will not adversely 
impact existing or planned water dependent uses. 

17. Road and railroad bridges should be designed to accommodate the existing floodways 
of streams and rivers. 

18. Design and maintain roads to minimize erosion and preserve natural drainage ways. 

19. Construction debris, overburden and other waste materials should not be allowed to 
enter into any water body by disposal or erosion from drainage, high water or other 
means. 

20. Provide safe pedestrian and other non-motorized travel facilities in public shoreline 
areas. 

21. Parking is not a preferred shoreline use and should be allowed only to support a use 
authorized under the SMP. 

22. Parking facilities should be located outside of shoreline jurisdiction or as far landward 
from the ordinary high water mark as feasible. When located within shoreline jurisdiction, 
the location and design of parking facilities should: 

a. Minimize visual and environmental impacts to adjacent shoreline and critical areas. 

b. Provide for pedestrian access through the facility to the shoreline; and 

c. Facilitate public access to and enjoyment of the shoreline. 

23. Parking, storage, loading and service areas and facilities serving commercial uses 
should minimize their visual impact on the shorelines, utilize low impact development 
techniques and be placed a minimum of 200 feet away from the ordinary high water 
mark. 

24. Provide public transportation services that support and are supported by the land use 
element, natural environment element, and economic development element of the 
county comprehensive plan. 

25. Plan, design, program, construct, and promote use of non-motorized transportation 
facilities in Snohomish County and in cooperation with WSDOT and the cities. 

26. A safe system of bicycle and pedestrian facilities shall be planned for, tying together 
residential areas, schools, recreation areas, business areas, transit stops and transfer 
points, and centers. 

27. Ensure that new development accommodates non-motorized transportation facilities in 
its site planning. 

Regulations 

See SCC 30.67.590. 
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3.2.5.18 Utility Facilities 
Utilities are services which produce and carry electric power, gas, sewage, water, oil and 
communications. At this time, the most feasible methods of transmission are linear pipes 
and wires. The installation of these apparatus necessarily disturbs the landscape but can 
usually be planned to have minimal visual and physical effect on the shoreline environment. 

Policies 

1. Utility production and processing facilities, such as power plants and sewage treatment 
plants or parts of such facilities that are non water oriented should not be located in 
shoreline areas unless there is no feasible alternative location. 

2. Utility transmission facilities should be located outside of shoreline areas, to the 
maximum extent feasible. 

3. Utilities should not be located along feeder bluffs or landslide hazard areas. 

4. Utility lines and facilities, when they must be placed in a shoreline area, should not 
obstruct or destroy scenic views. Whenever feasible, these facilities should be placed 
underground, or designed to do minimal damage to the aesthetic qualities of the 
shoreline area. 

5. Location of pipelines and cables on tidelands, particularly those running roughly parallel 
to the shoreline, and development of facilities that may require periodic maintenance 
which disrupt shoreline ecological functions, should not be allowed unless there is no 
feasible alternative. 

6. Design and location of utility facilities should provide for no net loss of shoreline 
ecological functions. 

7. Utility installation or maintenance projects on shorelines should restore areas to pre
project configuration, replant with native species and provide maintenance care until the 
newly planted vegetation is established. 

8. To the maximum extent feasible, local governments should incorporate major 
transmission line rights-of-way on shorelines into their program for public access to and 
along water bodies. 

9. Utility facilities should be located within existing transportation rights-of-way in shoreline 
areas whenever feasible. Major utility facilities should be allowed in shoreline areas 
when necessary to implement the adopted county GMA comprehensive plan, capital 
facilities plan, or water or sewer district plan. 

10. Major utility facilities should be located and designed to be compatible with other uses of 
the water and shorelines and in a manner that preserves the natural landscape and 
shoreline ecology. 

11. Allow dredging activities necessary to maintain and operate public water supply, power 
generation, and flood control reservoirs, including, but not limited to, sediment removal 
at pipe inlets or outlets. 

Regulations 

See sec 30.67.595. 
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3.2.5.19 Vegetation Management 
The intent of vegetation conservation is to protect and restore the ecological functions and 
ecosystem-wide processes performed by vegetation along shorelines. Vegetation 
conservation should also be undertaken to protect human safety and property, to increase 
the stability of river banks and coastal bluffs, to reduce the need for structural shoreline 
stabilization measures, to improve the visual and aesthetic qualities of the shoreline, to 
protect plant and animal species and their habitats, and to enhance shoreline uses. 

Master programs are required to include: planning provisions that address vegetation 
conservation and restoration, and regulatory provisions that address conservation of 
vegetation; as necessary to assure no net loss of shoreline ecological functions and 
ecosystem-wide processes, to avoid adverse impacts to soil hydrology, and to reduce the 
hazard of slope failures or accelerated erosion (WAC 173-26-221 (5). The most commonly 
recognized functions of the shoreline vegetation include, but are not limited to: 

• Providing shade necessary to maintain the cool temperatures required by salmonids, 
spawning forage fish, and other aquatic biota. 

• Providing organic inputs critical for aquatic life. 

• Providing food in the form of various insects and other benthic macro-invertebrates. 

• Stabilizing banks, minimizing erosion, and reducing the occurrence of landslides. The 
roots of trees and other riparian vegetation provide the bulk of this function. 

• Reducing fine sediment input into the aquatic environment through storm water 
retention and vegetative filtering. 

• Filtering and vegetative uptake of nutrients and pollutants from ground water and 
surface runoff. 

• Providing a source of large woody debris into the aquatic system. Large woody debris is 
the primary structural element that functions as a hydraulic roughness element to moderate 
flows. Large woody debris also serves a pool-forming function, providing critical salmonid 
rearing and refuge habitat. Abundant large woody debris increases aquatic diversity and 
stabilization. 

• Regulation of microclimate in the stream-riparian and intertidal corridors. 

• Providing critical wildlife habitat, including migration corridors and feeding, watering, 
rearing, and refugia areas. 

These functions and standards for their protection are addressed in the Revised Summary 
of Best Available Science for Critical Areas, March 2006, and in the adopted critical area 
regulations in chapter 30.62A sec. 

Policies 

1. Native plant communities bordering state shorelines should be protected and maintained 
to minimize damage to the environment of the shoreline area. 

2. Disturbance of native plant communities should only occur in support of a use or 
development in conformance with the SMP. Disturbed areas should be revegetated with 
native plant species appropriate to the soil and hydrologic conditions. 

3. Restoration of shorelines which have been impacted by human activities should use soil 
bioengineering techniques, except where proven ineffective, to arrest the process of 
erosion, sedimentation and flooding. 
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4. Rehabilitation of degraded shorelines for the purpose of habitat enhancement should 
utilize soil bioengineering techniques where possible. 

5. Vegetated buffers should be utilized to minimize groundwater and surface water quality 
impacts from land use activities. 

6. Discourage the use of fertilizers and pesticides in lawn and garden maintenance. 

7. Restoration and revegetation of shoreline areas should be encouraged and integrated 
into shoreline project designs. 

8. Encourage management and control of noxious and invasive weeds. 

Regulations 

see sec 30.67.599. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program· 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations ((Pag~ef-+94))80 
( ( A{:!f)rov-ed-by-Wa&RiA§ieR--$!aw-f)efJaFtment -ot-E*70/ogy tHh)yly-+J, 2 04 2· ( Iii ffeG/.ive-dBte-Jf!./y2~9+2})) 



Appendix A - Glossary 

Acronyms 

CAR 

DNR 

DOE 

FERC 

F&WHCA 

GIS 
GMA 

LAMIRD 
NPDES 

OHWM 

PSDDA 
PUD 

RCW 

SAC 
sec 
SMA 

SMP 

UGA 

USDA 

USFWS 

WAC 

WDFW 

Critical Areas Regulations 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

Washington State Department of Ecology 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Area 

Geographic Information System 

Growth Management Act 

Limited Area of More Intensive Rural Development 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

Ordinary High Water Mark 

Puget Sound Dredge Disposal Analysis 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 

Revised Code of Washington 

Shoreline Advisory Committee 

Snohomish County Code 

Shoreline Management Act 

Shoreline Management Program 

Urban Growth Area 

United States Department of Agriculture 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Washington Administrative Code 

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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Definitions 

The definitions are included here for quick reference. The regulatory definitions are 
contained in chapter 30.91 SCC and where any inconsistency exists between these 
definitions and the definitions in chapter 30.91 sec, the definitions in chapter 30.91 
sec shall prevail. 
(( )) 

30.91A.005 "Accretion" means the gradual extension of land by natural forces, as in the 
addition of sand to a beach by ocean currents, or the extension of a floodplain through the 
deposition of sediments by repeated flooding. Included are such shore forms as barrier 
beaches, points, spits, and hooks. 

30.91A.092 "Agricultural activities" means agricultural uses and practices including, 
but not limited to: producing, breeding, or increasing agricultural products; rotating and 
changing agricultural crops; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie fallow in which 
it is plowed and tilled but left unseeded; allowing land used for agricultural activities to lie 
dormant as a result of adverse agricultural market conditions; allowing land used for 
agricultural activities to lie dormant because the land is enrolled in a local, state, or federal 
conservation program, or the land is subject to a conservation easement; conducting 
agricultural operations; maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural equipment; 
maintaining, repairing, and replacing agricultural facilities, provided that the replacement 
facility is no closer to the shoreline than the original facility; and maintaining agricultural 
lands under production or cultivation. 

((30.91A.107 "Agricultural products" include but are not limited to horticultural, 
viticultural, floricultural, vegetable, fruit, berry, grain, hops, hay, straw, turf, sod, seed, and 
apiary products; feed or forage for livestock; Christmas trees; hybrid cottonwood and similar 
hardwood trees grown as crops and harvested 'Nithin tv,ienty years of planting; and livestock 
including both the animals themselves and animal products including but not limited to meat, 
upland finfish, poultry and poultry products, and dairy products.)) 

30.91A.097 "Agricultural equipment and facilities" includes, but is not limited to: (i) 
The following used in agricultural operations: equipment; machinery; constructed shelters, 
buildings, and ponds; fences; upland finfish rearing facilities; water diversion, withdrawal, 
conveyance, and use equipment and facilities including but not limited to pumps, pipes, 
tapes, canals, ditches, and drains; (ii) corridors and facilities for transporting personnel, 
livestock, and equipment to, from, and within agricultural lands; (iii) farm residences and 
associated equipment, lands, and facilities; and (iv) roadside stands and on-farm markets 
for marketing fruit or vegetables. 

30.91A.102 "Agricultural land" means those specific land areas on which agriculture 
activities are conducted as of the date of adoption of the Shoreline Management Program 
(SMP) June 6, 2012) as evidenced by aerial photography or other documentation. After the 
effective date of the SMP, land converted to agricultural use is subject to compliance with 
the requirements of the SMP. 

30.91A.107 "Agricultural products" include but are not limited to horticultural, 
viticultural, floricultural, vegetable, fruit, berry, grain. hops, hay, straw, turf, sod, seed, and 
apiary products; feed or forage for livestock; Christmas trees: hybrid cottonwood and similar 
hardwood trees grown as crops and harvested within twenty years of planting; and livestock 
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including both the animals themselves and animal products including but not limited to meat, 
upland finfish, poultry and poultry products, and dairy products. 

30.91A.250 "Appurtenance" means development necessarily connected to the use and 
enjoyment of a single:family residence and located landward of the perimeter of a wetland 
and landward of the ordinary high water mark. Normal appurtenances include a garage; 
deck; driveway; utilities solely servicing the subject single:family residence; fences; and 
grading which does not exceed 250 cubic yards (except to construct a conventional 
drainfield). 

30.91A.255 "Aquaculture" means the culture, harvesting or farming of food fish, 
shellfish, or other aquatic plants and animals. Commercial activities include the hatching, 
cultivating, planting, feeding, raising, harvesting, and processing of aquatic plants and 
animals and the maintenance and construction of necessary equipment, buildings and 
growing areas. Cultivation methods include but are not limited to fish pens, fish hatcheries, 
shellfish rafts, racks and long lines, seaweed floats and nets and the culture of clams and 
oysters on tidelands and subtidal areas. Non-commercial activities include ((harvesting for)) 
activities related to subsistence, recreational and personal consumption, and research and 
restoration ( (activities)), provided that non-commercial aquaculture does not include 
construction or installation of structures on the beach or waterward of the ordinary high 
water mark. Aquaculture does not include the harvest of wild geoduck associated with the 
state ((managed)) and tribal co-managed wild stock geoduck fishery. 

30.91A.300 "Associated wetlands" means those wetlands which are in proximity to and 
either influence or are influenced by tidal waters or a lake or stream subject to the Shoreline 
Management Act. 

30.91 B.037 "Beach" means the zone of unconsolidated material that is moved by waves, 
wind, and tidal currents, extending landward to the coastline. 

((~h-rn~e-an&-thB--process-ef-re.~BBR--te-a-state 
more closely resembling a natl:l-ral--beach, using beach feeding, vegetation, drift sills, -ar+d 
other non intrusive meaflS as applicabl&-)) 

30.91 B.038 "Beach feeding" means the process of replenishing a beach by delivery of 
materials dredged or excavated elsewhere. 

30.91 B.039 "Beach restoration" means the process of restoring a beach to a state more 
closely resembling a natural beach. using beach feeding, vegetation, drift sills, and other 
non-intrusive means as applicable. 

30.91 B.150 "Boat launch facility" means any basic site improvement, such as 
paving, buildings, structures, docks, wharfs, ramps, rafts, piling or moles installed for the 
servicing, maintenance, storing and moving of boats into bodies of water; PROVIDED That 
such facilities are not restricted to the private use of a residence to which such facility is an 
accessory use. 

30.91 B.160 "Boathouse" means a structure specifically designed or used for storage of 
boats. 
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30.91 B.165 "Boat ramp" means graded slopes, slabs, pads, planks, or rails used for 
launching boats by means of a trailer, hand, or mechanical device. 

30.91 B.185 "Breakwater" means an offshore structure parallel to shore, sometimes 
shore-connected, that provides protection from waves. 

30.91 B.260 "Bulkhead" means a solid or open pile wall erected generally parallel to and 
near the ordinary high water mark along for the purposes of protecting adjacent uplands 
from waves or current action. [See SCC 30.91 N.097 for the definition of "normal protective 
bulkhead."] 

30.91C.067 "Channel migration zones (CMZ)" means the land adjacent to the current 
river channel that is at high risk of occupation by the channel within the next 100 years. All 
areas separated from the active channel by a legally existing artificial structure( s) that is 
publicly maintained and likely to restrain channel migration, including transportation facilities, 
built above or constructed to remain intact through the one hundred-year flood, shall not be 
considered to be in the channel migration zone. Areas behind natural or manmade features 
which limit channel migration that allow fish passage shall not be included in the channel 
migration zone. 

30.91C.112 "Clearing" means the surface removal of vegetation by cutting, pruning, 
limbing, topping, relocating, application of herbicides or pesticides, or any application of 
hazardous or toxic substance that has the effect of destroying or removing the vegetation. 

30.91 C.132 "Commercial development" means structures or sites whose primary function 
is to support the exchange of money for goods or services. Excluded from this definition are 
home occupations, industrial development and utilities. 

30.91C.340 "Critical area" means the following areas: 

(1) Wetlands; 
(2) Areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers used for potable water, including: 

(a) Sole source aquifers, 
(b) Group A well head protection areas, and 
(c) Critical aquifer recharge areas; 

(3) Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, including: 
(a) Streams, including those planted with game fish by a governmental or tribal 

(b) Lakes, including those planted with game fish by a governmental or tribal 

(((c) Marine waters, and)) 
(c) Naturally occurring ponds under 20 acres and their submerged aquatic beds that 
provide fish or wildlife habitat, including those planted with game fish by a 
governmental or tribal entity. 
(d) Marine waters, 
((fG))) ffil Primary association areas for critical species((~)), and 

(f) State natural area preserves. natural resource conservation areas, and state 
wildlife areas: 

( 4) Frequently flooded areas; and 
(5) Geologically hazardous areas, including: 

(a) Erosion hazard areas, 
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(b) Landslide hazard areas, 
(c) Seismic hazard areas, 
(d) Mine hazard areas, 
(e) Volcanic hazard areas, and 
(f) Tsunami hazard areas. 

30.91C.362 "Critical saltwater habitats" include all kelp beds, eelgrass beds, spawning 
and holding areas for forage fish, such as herring, smelt and sandlance; subsistence, 
commercial and recreational shellfish beds; mudflats and intertidal habitats with vascular 
plants, and areas with which priority species have a primary association. 

30.91 C.370 "Critical species" means all species listed by the state or federal government 
as endangered or threatened and species of local importance, and also includes: Larch 
Mountain salamander, Common loon, Peregrine falcon, Olympic mudminnow, Pygmy 
whitefish, and Gray whale. 

30.91 D.230 "Development" means a use consisting of the construction or exterior 
alteration of structures; dredging; drilling; dumping; filling; removal of soil, sand, gravel, or 
minerals or organic materials; bulkheading; driving of piling; placing of obstructions; or any 
project of a permanent or temporary nature which interferes with the normal public use of 
the surface of the waters overlying lands subject to the Shoreline Management Act. 
"Development" does not include dismantling or removing structures if there is no other 
associated development activity or re-development activity. 
((This definition applies only to "Shoreiine!!-requlations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC.)) 

30.91D.310 "Dock" means any facility for the moorage of boats, including but not limited to 
piers, wharves, and quays. 

30.91 D.325 "Downdrift" means the direction of movement of beach materials. 

30.91 D.445 "Dredging" means the removal of earth, sand, sludge or other materials 
from below the ordinary high water mark of a stream, river, lake, bay or other waterbody. 
However, the creation of temporary depressions or contour alterations on tidelands or 
bedlands through the use of aquaculture harvesting equipment approved by the Washington 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife shall not be construed to be dredging. 

30.91 D.448 "Drift cell" means a particular reach of marine shore in which littoral drift may 
occur without significant interruption and which contains any natural sources of such drift 
and also accretion shore forms created by such drift. 

30.91 D.449 "Drift sills" means small groins which hold sediments in place without 
blocking longshore drift. 

((30.91D.325 "D0,11ndrift" means-tR&oifBction of movement~atefia-1&.-)) 

30.91E.100 "Emergency" means a situation of a serious nature which has developed 
suddenly, constitutes an imminent threat, and demands immediate action to protect property 
from damage by the elements or to protect members of the public from a serious and 
imminent threat to health or safety. 
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30.91 E.125 "Enhancement" means alteration of an existing shoreline habitat to improve 
or increase its ecological characteristics and processes without degrading other existing 
functions. Enhancements are to be distinguished from resource creation or restoration 
projects. 

30.91 E.150 "Erosion" means the removal and loss of soil by the action of water, ice, or 
wind. 

30.91 F.065 "Fair market value" means the open market bid price for conducting work, 
using equipment and facilities, and purchase of goods, services and materials necessary for 
development. This normally is the cost of hiring a contractor to undertake the development 
from start to finish, including pre-development costs, the cost of labor, materials, equipment 
and facility usage, transportation and contractor overhead and profit. The fair market value 
of a development shall include the fair market value of any donated, contributed or found 
labor, equipment or materials. 

30.91 F .195 "Feasible" means actions that meet all of the following conditions: 
(a) The action can be accomplished with technologies and methods that have been used 

in the past in similar circumstances, or studies or tests have demonstrated in similar 
circumstances that such approaches are currently available and likely to achieve the 
intended results; 

(b) The action provides a reasonable likelihood of achieving its intended purpose; and 
(c) The action does not physically preclude achieving the project's primary intended 

((~)) use. 

30.91 F.196 "Feeder bluff" means any bluff or cliff experiencing periodic erosion from 
waves, sliding or slumping, whose eroded earth, sand or gravel material is naturally 
transported (littoral drift) via a driftway to an accretion shoreform. These natural sources of 
beach material are limited and vital for the long term stability of driftways and accretion 
shoreforms. 

30.91 F.222 "Fill" means the addition of soil, sand, rock, gravel, sediment, earth retaining 
structure, or other material to an area waterward of the ordinary high water mark, in 
wetlands, or on shorelands.,_ in a manner that raises the elevation, alters topography or 
creates dry land. 

30.91F.355 "Floating home" means a structure designed primarily as a ((permanent)) 
permanently based structure and not as a vessel and is typically characterized by 
permanent utilities, a semi-permanent anchorage/moorage design, and the lack of adequate 
self-propulsion to operate as a vessel. 

30.91F.415 "Floodplain" means the one hundred-year flood plain based upon flood 
ordinance regulation maps. 

30.91 F .435 "Floodway" means the area, as identified in the Snohomish County 
Shoreline Management Program, that either: (i) has been established in federal emergency 
management agency flood insurance rate maps or floodway maps; or (ii) consists of those 
portions of a river valley lying streamward from the outer limits of a watercourse upon which 
flood waters are carried during periods of flooding that occur with reasonable regularity, 
although not necessarily annually, said floodway being identified, under normal condition, by 
changes in surface soil conditions or changes in types or quality of vegetative ground cover 
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condition, topography, or other indicators of flooding that occurs with reasonable regularity, 
although not necessarily annually. ((Th-e)) Regardless of the method used to identify the 
floodway, the floodway ((El-ee-s)) shall not include those lands that can reasonably be 
expected to be protected from flood waters by flood control devices maintained by or 
maintained under license from the federal government, the state, or a political subdivision of 
the state. 

30.91 F .440 "Floodway fringe" means that portion of a floodplain which is inundated by 
floodwaters but is not within a defined floodway. Floodway fringes serve as temporary 
storage areas for floodwaters. (See figure 30.91F.410 for illustration) 

30.91 G.076 "Grading" means the movement or redistribution of the soil, rock, gravel, 
sediment, or other material on a site in a manner that alters the natural contour of the land. 

30.91 G.085 "Groin" means a barrier type structure extending from the backshore or 
stream bank into a water body for the purpose of the protection of a shoreline and adjacent 
upland by influencing the movement of water or deposition of materials. 

30.91 H.175 "Houseboat" means a vessel used for living quarters but licensed and 
designed substantially as a mobile structure by means of detachable utilities or facilities, 
anchoring, and the presence of self-propulsion to operate as a vessel. 

30.911.030 "Incidental use" means a use which occurs as a result of, or in connection with, 
a permitted use, conditional use, or administrative conditional use. The incidental use must 
be secondary or minor in nature, but associated with, the permitted use, conditional use, or 
administrative conditional use. 

30.911.035 "Industrial development" means structures or sites used for the primary 
((purpose)) purposes of manufacturing, assembly, processing or storage of products or 
equipment. Industrial uses include those ((supporting or containing)) non-agricultural 
activities which are permitted or conditionally permitted, including administrative conditional 
use permits, in the following zones or combination of zones as defined in sec 30.21.025: 

(1) Uses allowed only in one or more of the Urban industrial zones; 
(2) Uses allowed only in one or more of the Urban industrial zones and in General 

Commercial; 
(3) Uses allowed exclusively in Rural Industrial (RI), or in RI and any other rural or 

resource zone except R-5, except that the following uses which are allowed in RI and in R-5 
shall be included as industrial uses: 

(a) Uses related to the processing or storage of forest, woodwaste or mineral 
products or equipment; and 
(b) Explosives storage. 

30.911.085 "In-water structure" means a structure located waterward of the ordinary 
high water mark that either causes or has the potential to cause water impoundment or the 
diversion, obstruction, or modification of water flow. 

30.91J.005 "Jetty" means a structure projecting out into the sea at the mouth of a river 
for the purpose of protecting a navigation channel or a harbor, or to influence water currents. 

30.91L.010 "Lake" means a body of freshwater that: 
(1) Occurs in a depression of land or expanded part of a stream, including reservoirs; 
(2) Is greater than 6.6 feet (2 meters) in depth at the deepest point at ordinary low 
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water; 
(3) Has less than 30% coverage by trees, shrubs, or persistent emergent vegetation; 

and 
(4) Has an ocean-derived salinity of less than 0.5 parts per thousand (ppt). 

A lake is bounded by the ordinary high water mark, or, where a stream enters the lake, the 
extension of the elevation of the lake's ordinary high water mark within the stream. Lakes 
formed by a dam on a stream or river are bounded by a contour approximating the normal 
spillway elevation or normal pool elevation. 

Lakes do not include artificial water bodies including, but not limited to, lakes constructed for 
irrigation or detention, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, recreational or fishing 
ponds or other landscape ponds, unless they contain naturally occurring 
salmonids. Naturally occurring means that the salmonids have migrated into the lake via a 
connection to another water body containing salmonids and are not artificially introduced 
into the lake. 

30.91 L.055 "Levee" means a large dike or embankment, often having an access road 
along the top, which is designed as part of a system to protect land from floods. 

30.91 L.085 "Littoral drift" means the transport of mud, sand, or gravel materials parallel 
to the shoreline in the nearshore zone by waves and currents. 

30.91 M.028B "Marina" means a water:dependent use that consists of a system of piers, 
buoys or floats to provide moorage for ((teR))10 or more boats. 

30.91 M.029 "Marine waters" means non-wetland salt water bodies of the state regulated 
under chapter 90.58 RCW where average surface water salinity is equal to or greater than 
0.5 parts per thousand (ppt). 

((30.91 M.XXX "Mean higher high tide (MHHT)": The arithmetic mean of the higher of two 
daily high tides calculated from the most recent 19 year tidal cycle.@)) 

30.91 M.120 "Mitigation" means: 
(1) Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action; 
(2) Minimizing impact by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its 

implementation, by using appropriate technology, or by taking affirmative steps to avoid or 
reduce impacts; 

(3) Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating or restoring the affected 
environment; 

( 4) Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance 
operations during the life of the action; 

(5) Compensating for the impact by replacing, enhancing, or providing substitute 
resources or environments; or 

(6) Monitoring the impact and taking appropriate corrective measures. 

30.91 M.195 "Mooring buoy" means a floating object anchored to the bottom of a water 
body to which vessels may be tied. 

((
4-Th~-w&i--Rflt included in the definitions adopted in Amended Ordin-a~c-l-~)) 
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30.91 N.011 "Native vegetation" means plants which are indigenous to the Puget Sound 
region, not including noxious weeds, introduced species or exotic ((~introduced 
species))) plants. 

30.91 N.095 "Normal maintenance or repair" of existing structures or developments, 
including damage by accident, fire or elements. "Normal maintenance" includes those usual 
acts to prevent a decline, lapse, or cessation from a lawfully established condition. "Normal 
repair" means to restore a development to a state comparable to its original condition, 
including but not limited to its size, shape, configuration, location and external appearance, 
within a reasonable period after decay or partial destruction, except where repair causes 
substantial adverse effects the environment. Replacement of a structure or development 
may be authorized as repair where such replacement is the common method of repair for 
the type of structure or development and the replacement structure or development is 
comparable to the original structure or development including but not limited to its size, 
shape, configuration, location, and external appearance and the replacement does not 
cause substantial adverse effects to shoreline resources or environment. 

30.91 N.097 "Normal protective bulkhead" means a bulkhead, of a scope or scale 
common to single family residences, constructed at or near the ordinary high water mark, 
the sole purpose of which is to protect an existing single family residence from damage due 
to erosion caused by waves or current action, and not for the purpose of creating new land. 

30.910.030 "Ordinary ((high-watef)) highwater mark (OHWM)" on all lakes, streams and 
tidal waters is the mark that will be found by examining the beds and banks and ascertaining 
where the presence and action of waters are so common and usual, and so long continued 
in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil a character distinct from that of the abutting 
upland, with respect to vegetation. The following criteria clarify this mark on tidal waters, 
lakes, and streams: 
(1) Tidal waters. 

(a) In high energy environments where the action of waves or currents is sufficient to 
prevent vegetation establishment below mean higher high tide, the ordinary high water mark 
is coincident with the line of vegetation. Where there is no vegetative cover for less than 
one hundred feet parallel to the shoreline, the ordinary high water mark is the average tidal 
elevation of the adjacent lines of vegetation. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be 
found, it is the elevation of mean higher high tide. 

(b) In low energy saltwater environments where the action of waves and currents is 
not sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment below mean higher high tide, ((use the 
mean higher-A~h-tide elevation Of)) the ordinary high water mark is coincident with the 
landward limit of hydrophytic salt tolerant vegetation((, whichever is further landvvard)). "Salt 
tolerant vegetation" means vegetation which is tolerant of interstitial soil salinities greater 
than or equal to 0.5 parts per thousand (ppt); 

(c) In low energy freshwater environments where the action of the water is not 
sufficient to prevent vegetation establishment below the mean higher high tide, use the 
mean higher high tide elevation or one or more the following indicators((i))_;___landward limits 
of drift logs or other drift deposits(U).,_presence of hydrophytic plants((i)).,_presence of hydric 
soils((-~)).,_soil surface changes from algae.,_or sediment deposition areas to areas where the 
soils show no sign of depositional processes from water; 

(2) Lakes. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it shall be the line of 
mean high water; 
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(3) Streams. Where the ordinary high water mark cannot be found, it shall be the line of 
mean high water. For braided streams, the ordinary high water mark is found on the banks 
forming the outer limits of the depression within which the braiding occurs. 

30.91 P.291 "Primary shoreline use" means the predominant use of a site that is both an 
allowed use within the shoreline environment designation and allowed pursuant to the 
zoning regulations. 

30.91 P.292 "Primary structure" means any permanent building, road, bridge or utility 
requiring a permit or approval which is necessary to support the primary use of a 
site. Primary use means the predominate use of any lot or development as determined by 
county zoning regulations. 

30.91 R.124 "Restore," "restoration" and "ecological restoration" means the 
reestablishment or upgrading of impaired ecological shoreline processes or functions. This 
may be accomplished through measures including, but not limited to, revegetation, removal 
of intrusive shoreline structures and removal or treatment of toxic materials. Restoration 
does not ((imply a requirement for)) require returning the shoreline area to aboriginal or pre
European settlement conditions. 

30.91 R.195 "Revetment" means a facing of stone or concrete built to protect a scarp, 
embankment, or shore structure against erosion by waves or currents. 

30.91R. 197 "Riprap" means a layer, facing, or protective mound of stones placed to 
prevent erosion, scour, or sloughing of a structure or embankment; also the stone so used. 

30.91 S.075 "Seawall" means a structure separating land and water areas primarily to 
prevent erosion and other damage caused by wave action. Seawalls are more massive and 
capable of resisting greater wave forces than a bulkhead. 

30.91 S.181 "Shorelands" means those upland areas associated with shorelines of the 
state including: 

(1) Uplands extending landward for 200 feet in all directions as measured on a horizontal 
plane from the ordinary high water mark; 

(2) Floodways and 100-year floodplains; and 
(3) All ((associated)) wetlands and river deltas associated with shorelines of the state. 

30.91S.182 "Shoreline and bank stabilization and flood protection measures" means 
measures taken to address erosion impacts and reduce flood damage or hazards to 
property and buildings and structures, caused by natural processes such as current, flood, 
tides, wind or wave actions. Stabilization and flood protection measures can be either non
structural or structural. 

(1) Non-structural. Shoreline and bank stabilization and flood protection accomplished 
by preventing or removing development in flood, landslide or erosion prone areas or by 
preserving or enhancing natural hydrological and biological processes. Such measures may 
include, but are not limited to, setbacks, buffers, bank or riparian revegetation, wetland 
restoration, dike removal or relocation, biotechnical stabilization measures or elevation of 
structures. 

(2) Structural. Shoreline and bank stabilization and flood protection accomplished by the 
physical manipulation of the bank or channel, other than through enhancement of natural 
hydrological or biological processes. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, 
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floodwalls, dikes, bulkheads, revetments, levees, jetties, channel realignment, and 
groins. Structural methods range from :sof( structures that are less rigid and incorporate 
biotechnical or beach enhancement to :hard: structures that are solid, hard surfaces such as 
bulkheads, retaining walls, bluff walls and rock revetments. 

30.91 S.190 "Shoreline conditional use" means a use or modification classified by the 
Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) as a conditional use ((Bf 
modification for)) in certain shoreline environments or is an unlisted use..QI ((t))modification 
((Btlt-is)) not specifically prohibited by the SMP. 

30.91 S.191 "Shoreline ecological functions" means the work performed or role played 
by the physical, chemical, and biological processes that contribute to the maintenance of the 
aquatic and terrestrial environments that constitute the shoreline's natural ecosystem. 
Shoreline ecological functions include but are not limited to: 
(1) Streams. Fish and wildlife habitat; transport of water, sediment and organic material; 

floodwater storage and attenuation; 
(2) Wetlands. Fish and wildlife habitat((,)t pollution assimilation((,)t sediment retention((,)t 

shoreline stabilization((,)t floodwater storage((,)t attenuation and conveyance((,)t wave 
energy attenuation((,)t stream base-flow maintenance((,)t and groundwater 
discharge/recharge; 

(3) Lakes. Fish and wildlife habitat((,)t sediment retention((,)t pollution assimilation((,)t and 
floodwater attenuation((,)t storage and conveyance; 

(4) Riparian Habitat Areas (shoreline vegetation). Habitat for water dependent and riparian 
dependent fish and wildlife((,)t noise and visual screening((,)t large woody debris and 
other natural organic matter recruitment((,)t floodwater attenuation and storage((,)t 
temperature maintenance((,)t pollution assimilation((,)t streambank stabilization~ and 
supply of sediments and nutrients((-;-300)L 

(5) Marine waters. Fish and wildlife habitat; wind, wave and current attenuation; sediment 
supply; longshore transport of sediment; and pollution assimilation. 

30.91 S.192 "Shoreline environment designations" means the categories of shorelines 
established by the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) in order to 
provide a uniform basis for applying policies and use regulations within physically distinct 
shoreline areas. The SMP classifies shorelines into seven shoreline environment 
designations: Urban, Urban Conservancy, Rural Conservancy, Resource, Municipal 
Watershed Utility, Natural and Aquatic. 

30.91 S.193 "Shoreline jurisdiction" means all of the geographic areas regulated by the 
Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program including all ((::))shorelines,((:-')) 
(('.'.))shorelines of the state,(('-')) (('.'.))shorelines of statewide significance,(('-')) and 
( H )shorelands.(('~)) 

30.91S.194 "Shoreline management program (SMP)" means the Snohomish County 
Shoreline Management Program consisting of the components described in sec 
30.67.030. ((as-adopted on June 6, 2012 and as periodically updated, consisting of the 
fullowing components: 
(1) A document titled, Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
fJe&ignations, PoliGi-e&-ami-Ref}t1!ations; 
(2) Shoreline environment designation maps; and 
(3) Shoreline regulatioRS contained in chapter 30.67 SCC.)) 
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30.91S.195 "Shoreline modification" means an action that modifies the physical 
configuration or qualities of the shoreline area, usually through the construction of a physical 
element such as: shoreline stabilization; piers and docks; fill; breakwaters, jetties, groins 
and weirs; beach and dune management; dredging and dredge material disposal; and 
shoreline habitat and natural systems enhancement or restoration projects. 

30.91S.200 "Shoreline permit" means any substantial development, variance, 
conditional use, or revision thereto authorized under the provisions of the Snohomish 
County Shoreline Management Program and subject to review by the Washington State 
Department of Ecology. 

30.91S.210 "Shoreline substantial development" means any development of which the 
total cost, or fair market value, whichever is higher, exceeds the dollar threshold established 
or as hereafter adjusted for inflation by the state office of financial management pursuant to 
WAC 173-27-040(2)(a), or any development which materially interferes with the normal 
public use of the water or shorelines of the state. 

30.91S.230 "Shoreline variance" means a permit for the limited purposes of granting 
relief to specific bulk, dimensional, or performance standards set forth in the Snohomish 
County Shoreline Management Program (SMP). 

30.91$.240 "Shorelines" means all of the water areas of the state, including reservoirs, 
and their associated shorelands, together with the lands underlying them; except (1) 
shorelines of statewide significance, (2) shorelines on segments of streams upstream of a 
point where the mean annual flow is 20 cubic feet per second or less, and the wetlands 
associated with such upstream segments, and (3) shorelines on lakes less than 20 acres in 
size, and wetlands associated with such small lakes. 

30.91 S.252 "Shorelines of the state" means the total of all shorelines and shorelines of 
statewide significance within the state. 

30.91S.262 "Shorelines of statewide significance" ((means shorelines designated ey-t-he 
State of Washington that are major resources from vvhich all people in the state derive 
benefit. Shoreline areas in Snohomish County that are designatoo as shorelines of statewide 
significance include: Lake Stevens, Spada Lake, Sauk River, Stillaguamish River (including 
North and South- Forks), Snohemish River, Skykomish River (including North Fork), 
Snoqualmie River, Skagit Bay,Stillaguamish River Estuary, Snohomish River Estuary, Puget 
Sound (excluding tidelands), Possessien Sound ~xsl-ue+Ag tidelands), Port Gardner 
(excluding tidelands), and Port Susan (excluding tictel-an-d&fr)) partially or completely within 
Snohomish county are the following shorelines: 

(1) Those areas of Puget Sound and adjacent salt waters and the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
between the ordinary high-water mark and the line of extreme low tide. including Skagit Bay 
and adjacent area from Brown Point to Yokeko Point; 

(2) Those areas of Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca and adjacent salt waters 
north to the Canadian line, and lying seaward from the line of extreme low tide; 

(3) Those lakes, whether natural, artificial, or a co.mbination thereof, with a surface acreage 
of 1,000 acres or more, measured at the ordinary high-water mark: and 
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(4) Those natural rivers or segments thereof west of the crest of the Cascade Range, 
downstream of the point where the mean annual flow is measured at 1,000 cubic feet per 
second or more. 

( (30.91 S.252 "Shorelines of the state" means the total of all "shorelines" and "shorelines 
of statewide significance" •.vithin the state.)) 

30.91 S.330 "Single-family residence" means a detached dwelling designed for and 
occupied by one family and includes normal appurtenances thereto within a contiguous 
ownership. 

30.91S.465 "Soil bioengineering" means an applied science that combines structural, 
biological, and ecological concepts to construct living structures that stabilize the soil to 
control erosion, sedimentation and flooding using live plant materials as a main structural 
component. 

((SCC 7.35.020(32) "Solid waste" means all putrescible and non putrescible wastes, 
whether in solid or in liquid form, except liquid carried industrial wastes and sewage, and 
including garbage, rubbish, ashes, industrial •.vastes, swill, demolition and construction 
wastes, abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, discarded home and industrial appliances, 
manure, digested sludge, vegetable or animal solid and semi solid wastes, dead animals, 
and other discarded solid and semi solid materials.)) 

30.91S.500 "Solid waste" means any putrescible or nonputrescible solid and semi-solid 
materials disposed as a result of any industrial or commercial operation and from community 
or residential activities, including waste sludges. It does not include animal manures or 
suspended solids or other pollutants in water resources prior to removal or concentration 
into sludge; nor does it include those materials recovered in a manner consistent with 
the utilization provisions of this title. 

30.91S.640 "Stream" means those areas where naturally occurring surface waters flow 
sufficiently to produce a defined channel or bed which demonstrates evidence of the 
passage of water including, but not limited to, bedrock channels, gravel beds, sand and silt 
beds and defined-channel swales. A defined channel or bed means a water course that is 
scoured by water or contains deposits of mineral alluvium. The channel or bed need not 
contain water during the entire year. 

Streams do not include water courses which were created entirely by artificial means, such 
as irrigation ditches, canals, roadside ditches or storm or surface water run-off features, 
unless the artificially created water course contains salmonids or conveys a stream that was 
naturally occurring prior to the construction of the artificially created water course. 

30.91S.685 "Structure" means a permanent or temporary edifice or building, or any 
piece of work artificially built or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner, 
whether installed on, above or below the surface of the ground or water, except for vessels. 

30.91T.054.1 "Tidal waters" means marine and estuarine waters bounded by the ordinary 
high mark. Where a stream enters the tidal waters, the tidal water is bounded by the 
extension of the elevation of the marine ordinary high water mark within the stream. 

30.91T.054.1 B "Tidelands" means the land on the shore of marine water bodies between 
the line of ordinary high tide and the line of extreme low tide. 
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30.911.068 "Tram" means a conveyance that transports passengers or freight in carriers 
on rails or suspended from cables supported by a series of towers. 

30.91 U.075 "Upland" means ((generally))the area above ((aoo))QI..landward of the 
ordinary high water mark. 

30.91V.017 "Vessel" means ships, boats, barges, or any other floating craft which are 
designed and used for navigation and do not interfere with normal public use of the water. 
(((WAC 173 14 030(18)).)) 

30.91W.008 "Watercourse" means any portion of a channel, bed, bank, or bottom within 
the ordinary high water mark of waters of the state. This definition does not include 
irrigation ditches, canals, stormwater runoff devices, or other entirely artificial watercourses, 
except where they exist in a natural watercourse which has been altered by humans. 

30.91W.009 "Water-dependent" means a use or a portion of a use which requires direct 
contact with the water and cannot exist at a non:water location due to the intrinsic nature of 
its operations. Examples of water-dependent uses include ship cargo terminal loading 
areas, ferry and passenger terminals, barge loading facilities, ship building and dry docking, 
marinas, aquaculture, float plane facilities, and sewer outfalls. 

30.91W.009.1 "Water-enjoyment" means a recreational use, or other use facilitating public 
access to the shoreline as a primary characteristic of the use; or a use that provides for 
recreational use or aesthetic enjoyment of the shoreline for a substantial number of people 
as a general character of the use and which through the location, design and operation 
assures the public's ability to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. In 
order to qualify as a water-enjoyment use, the use must be open to the general public and 
the shoreline space of the project must be devoted to provisions that accommodate public 
shoreline enjoyment. Examples include parks, piers, museums, restaurants, 
educational/scientific reserves, resorts, and mixed use projects. 

30.91W.011 "Water-oriented" means any combination of water-dependent, water
related, and water-enjoyment uses. Nonwater-oriented serves to describe those uses which 
have little or no relationship to the shoreline. Examples of nonwater-oriented uses include 
professional office, automobile sales or repair shops, mini storage facilities, multifamily 
residential development, department stores, and gas stations. 

30.91W.012 "Water-related" means a use or a portion of a use which is not intrinsically 
dependent on a waterfront location but whose operation cannot occur economically without 
a waterfront location. Examples of water-related uses include warehousing of goods 
transported by water, seafood processing plants, hydroelectric generating plants, gravel 
storage when transported by barge, oil refineries where transport is by tanker, and log 
storage. 

((30.91W.008 "\J'.'atercourse" means any portion of a channel, bed, bank, or bottom wi-thin 
the ordinary high 'Nater mark of waters of the state. This definition does not iru;k:!€1B 
irrigation ditches, canals, stormwater runoff devices, oi:-ether entirely artificial 'Natercourses, 
B*Gept where they exist in a natural watercourse •.vhich has been altered by humans.)) 
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30.91W.060 "Wetlands" means those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated 
soil conditions. Wetlands generally include, but are not limited to swamps, marshes, bogs, 
and similar areas, as well as artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland areas 
to mitigate for conversion of wetlands, as permitted by the county. Wetlands do not include 
those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland sites, including, but not 
limited to irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined biofiltration swales, canals, detention 
facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds and landscaping amenities, or those 
wetlands created after July 1, 1990, that were unintentionally created as a result of the 
construction of a road, street, or highway. The detailed methodology for wetland delineation 
is contained in Washington State Wetlands Identification and Delineation Manual 
(Washington State Department of Ecology, Publication #96-94, March 1997)* 

30.91Y.010 "Yacht and boat club" means an institutional use that consists of structures 
and related grounds and/or moorage used for social and recreational purposes related to 
pleasure boating and/or swimming, the use of which is generally restricted to members and 
their guests. Yacht and boat clubs may be either community clubs or private clubs. 
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Appendix B - Rationale for Natural and Urban Conservancy 
Shoreline Environment Designations 
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Reach or 
Se ment 

Blanca 1 

Boardman 
east 1 

Boulder] 

Bryant] 

Chain] 

Copper I 

Crystal 1 

Echo] 

Hannan 1 

Kellogg I 

Little 1 

Mudl 

Purdy] 

Rilcy2 

Sauk-] 
Portions of Sf 
Skykomish-3 

Sunset] 

Swartz 1 

Tomtit] 

Wallace! 

Woods! 

Proposed 
Desi nation 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Rationale for Natural and Urban Conservancy 
Shoreline Environment Desi nations 

Criteria 

Natural designation 
criteria 1) a., h. and c. 

Natural designation 
criteria 1 a .. b. and c. 

Natural designation 
criteria 1 b. and c. 

Natural designation 
criteria 1 h. and c. 

Natural designation 

Rationale 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can he easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Lake is an undeveloped bog lake surrounded by extensive 
wetlands. The surrounding vegetation and wetlands have been 
modified by agricultural practices and control of the outlet. 

Natura I ----1--cr_i_te_r_i ,_1 _1..c_)_a_. ,~b_._a_1_1d_c_. --+_S_' l_10_1_·e_li_· n_e_i_s_e_c_o_l_oig_i c_a_l _,_l :_' _i n_t_a_ct_o_r _c_an_b_e_e_"a_s_i_,_1 )_1 _rc_'s_t_o_rc_'d_. ___ _., 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural designation 
criteria 1) a., b. and c. 
Natural designation 
criteria 1) a., h. and c. 
And and 
Natural designation 
criteria 1) a., b. and c. 
Natural designation 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

This undeveloped portion of Crystal Lake contains a large rare 
s hagnum bog \Vith rare lant communities. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is intact or can be restored. 

Shoreline is 

Shoreline is intact or can be restored. 

Shore line is 

Shoreline is ecologically 

Shoreline is 

Shoreline is 
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Reach or Proposed 
Segment Desi2:nation Criteria Rationale 
County owned Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 
portion of Unusual undeveloped f<xested area on Pilchuck River in public 
Pilchuck Natural designation ownership. Not platted for residential development, shoreline 
12 & 13 Natural criteria I) a., b. and c. not armored. 

Portion of Undeveloped area within the FEMA floodway in the City of 
Sauk-2 that is Darrington's UGA. Urban conservancy is the appropriate 
within the Urban conservancy designation for the area since the floodway and riparian corridor 
FEMA Urban designation criteria b. are performing important ecological functions, and the 
flood way Conservancy and d. tloodway should not be more intensively developed. 

Undeveloped area within the floodplain, adjacent to the South 
Fork of the Stillaguamish River and within the City of 
Arlington's UGA. Area is used for playing fields and 

Urban conservancy designated Urban Horticulture on the Comprehensive Plan 
Urban designation criteria b. Future Land Use Map. Urban Conservancy designation is 

South Fork-I A Conservanc) and c. consistent with the location of the site 
Area is within the floodplain at the edge of the UGA. adjacent 
to resource (agriculture) lands. National Wetland Inventory 
maps indicate that there may be wetlands on the site. Urban 
Conservancy is the appropriate designation for the area based 

Urban Urban conservancy on the its location in the f1oodplain, potential v,etlands and 
SouthFork-1 B Conservancy designation criteria b. location at the edge of the UGA. 

Undeveloped area adjacent to Quilceda Creek with ste<:p slopes 
and wetlands, flowing into the Snohomish estuary. Urban 

Urban conservancy Conservancy designation is consistent with environmental 
Urban designation criteria b. constraints and the proposed City of Marysvi lie designations for 

Quilceda-3 Conservancy and c. the creek to the north and south. 
This site is an isolated undeveloped island in the Snohomish 
Estuary. It is in the floodplain of the river. and contains 

Otter Island I extensive wetlands. The Snohomish Estuary is a unique and 
( Portions of I valuable biological and cultural resource and an example of a 
Steamboat- I basic geologic feature. Restoration and preservation of the 
and Snohomish Natural designation estuary is critical to protect threatened or endangered salmonids 
Estuary) Natural criteria 2) a. and b. in the Snohomish River. 

The site contains a large old forested wetland that is the last 
remaining example of the natural conditions that once prevailed 
in the estuary. The site also contains floodplain wetlands across 
the channel that were purchased by the county for restoration. 

Portions of 
Snohomish estuary is a unique and valuable biological and 

Snohomish Natural designation 
cultural resource. Restoration and preservation of the estuary IS 

Estuary Natural criteria 2) a. and b. 
critical to protect threatened or endangered salmonids in the 
Snohomish River. 
Large undeveloped forested wetland interrelated with Lake 
Stickney. The wetland moderates high flows resulting from the 

I Urban 
highly developed subbasin within \vhich it is located and 

I Urban conservancy 
provides important fish and wildlife habitat for terrestrial as I Sticknevl Consenancv designation b. and d. I , well as aquatic species. 

I 
I 

Undeveloped area within the FEMA floodway in the City of 
Portion of 

Sultan's UGA. Urban Conservancy is the appropriate 
Sultan-] within Urban conservancy 
the FEMA Urban designation criteria b. 

designation for the area since the floodway and riparian corridor 

iloodway Conservancy and d. 
are performing important ecological functions, and the 
floodway should not be more intensively developed. 
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Reach or Proposed 
Sel!ment Desif;nation Criteria Rationale 

Natural designation 
criteria I) a .. b. and c. 
Shoreline is ecologically Undeveloped forested area. Squire Creek is listed as a priority I 

Ponion of intact or can be easily preservation subbasin by the WR.IA 5 salmon recovery plan. I 
' I Squire-3 Natural if"d Subbasin forest cover is more than 65%. 

-------------
atural designation 
·iteria l) a., b. and c. 
horclinc is ecologically Undeveloped forested area. Squire Creek is listed as a priority 

I intact or can be easily preservation subbasin by the WR.IA 5 salmon recovery plan. 
Squire-2 Natural restored. Subbasin forest cover is more than 65'Yo. 

Natural designation 
criteria l) a., b. and c. 
Shoreline is ecologically Undeveloped forested area. Boulder Creek is listed as a priority 
intact or can be easily preservation subbasin by the WR.IA 5 salmon recovery plan. 

Boulder-2 Natural restored. Subbasin forest cover is more than 65%. 
Portion of 
NorthFork-2 The portion of the publicly owned Trafton Farm within the 
(Trafton Farm floodway should not be intensively developed and has high 
within FEMA Natural designation scenic value and high value for low intensity recreational use in 
lloodway) Natural criteria 2) a. and e.and 3) its natural state. 
Portions of I Natural designation I 

SouthFork-4 I criteria I) a .. b. and c. I The undeveloped shoreline is fixested and unarmored, and in a 
and Shoreline is ecologically substantially natural state. It has high scenic value and high 

I SouthFork-5 intact or can be easily value for low-intensity recreation use in its natural state. It is an 
(Robe Canyon restored. Also criteria 2) example of a naturally functioning river canyon, and contains 
Park) Natural a. b. and e. cultural and historical features. 

I 
Natural designation 

I Portion of criteria I) a .. b. and c. 
Canvon-2b Shoreline is ecologically The portion of the publicly owned site is forested and located I 
(County intact or can be easily partially within the FFMA tloodway. It should not be 
Owned) Natural restored. intensively developed. 

Natural designation 
Portion of criteria I) a .. b. and c. 
Pilchuck-16 Shoreline is ecologically The undc\elopcd shoreline is l<:lrcsted and unarmored. and in a 
(County intact or can be easil:, substantially natural state. It has high scenic value and high 
Owned) Natural restored. value for low-intensity recreation use in its natural state. 

Natural designation Large undeveloped forested wetland and bog adjacent to the 
I criteria I) a., b. and c. 2) lake that provides important fish and wildlife functions. as well 

b .. and 3) cl. Shoreline is as filtering and storage of surface water. Intact large bogs are 
Portion of 

I ecologically intact or can rare within the county. It has high scenic value and high value 
Lake Cassidy Natural be easily restored. for low-intensity recreation use in its natural state. 
Portions of 
Snohomish- I 
and 2 (County 
owned Bob Natural Undeveloped former farmland. unarmored and containing many 
Ikirman within habitat features such as off-channel habitat and wetlands. Most 
\Vildlife tloodvva\· and Natural designation of the area is \\ithin the FEMA lloodway and shouldn't be more 
Reserve) wetlands criteria_) a. and c.and 3) intensivclv developed. 

Portions of 
Snoqualmie- Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. I 
IA and I Natural designation Mature forest at confluence of Snoqualmie and Skykomish 
Skykomish- I Natural criteria l) a., b. and c. rivers is intact and should not be more intensively developed~ 
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Reach or Proposed 
Se2ment Desi2nation Criteria 

Natural designation 
Sultan-5 Natural criteria l) a .. b. and c. 

Natural designation 
Elk-] Natural criteria l ) a .. b. and c. 

Natural designation 
None-] Natural criteria l) a .. b. and c. 

Natural designation 
None2 Natural criteria l) a., b. and c. 

Portion of 
NFSkykomish- Natural designation 
JC Natural criteria l) a., b. and c. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
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Rationale 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

I 

I 
Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 

Shoreline is ecologically intact or can be easily restored. 
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Appendix C - Summary of Potential Development Impacts and 
Proposed Regulatory and Non-Regulatory Offsets 

Source: Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), Appendix C -
Cumulative Impact Analysis, 2009, Tables 14A, 148 and 14C. 
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Table 14A. Summary of Potential Cumulative Impacts Associated with Proposed SMP - Lake Shoreline Reaches 

Major Type(s) of 

Shoreline 
Foreseeable Future 

Potential Impacts to Proposed SMP and Other Regulatory Offsets 
Development Likely to 

Function 
Affect Shoreline 

Shoreline Function (Regulatory Citation) 

Function . Continued residential . Continued decrease Proposed Program: 
infill in mature shoreline . Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit . Dock, pier, or ramp vegetation as clearing to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.570 and 30.67.599) 
construction clearing for new . Recommendation that vegetated buffers with low-impact 
associated with construction and 

management techniques be used (Shoreline Policies - Vegetation 
residential use other uses continues 

Management, section 3.2.5.19) . Continued and . Preference for clustered development, with the open space area 
expanded light preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30 67.570(1 )(a)) 

Vegetation agricultural use 

Other Regulatory . Critical area regulations limits vegetation removal by requiring buffers 
adjacent to lakes (SCC 30.62A320) and mitigation of impacts on 
critical area functions and values (SCC 30.62A310(3)); encourages 
LID with innovative development option (SCC 30.62A350) . Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) 

Dock, pier, or ramp . Further impairment Proposed Program: 
construction of water movement . New location, design, and construction standards on docks, in-water . 
associated with and hydrologic and shoreline stabilization structures that seek to minimize impacts to 
residential use function water movement and hydrologic function - e.g., limiting size of . Bulkhead structures (SCC 30.67.515, .520 and .575) 
development Requires mitigation for impacts to critical shoreline functions . 
associated with singe (30.67.320(2)(b)) 
family . Prohibition on bulkheads (hard-bank structures) unless they are the 

only feasible shoreline stabilization method (SCC 30.67.575(1 )(a)) 

Water . New location and design standards on shoreline stabilization 
Movement structures (e.g., bulkheads) that require impacts to immediate and 

adjacent shoreline areas be minimized (SCC 30.67.575). . Requirement that new boating facilities must be designed to minimize 
need for stabilization structures (SCC 30.67.515(1 )U)(i)) 

Other Regulatory: . Critical area regulations limit the uses which may disrupt the shoreline 
and interfere with the hyporheic zone (SCC 30.62A.330, 
30.62B.320(2)) . Federal dredge/fill permitting requirements that require avoidance 
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Non-Regulatory Offsets 

. Public education programs to 
encourage riparian re-planting 
(e.g., Snohomish County 
Surface Water Management 
Division's Watershed Education 
Program) . Conservation easements offered 
to farmers under Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) pilot 
program . Possible future implementation 
of metrics (e.g., percent riparian 
vegetation retained) to establish 
future no net loss standards . Locally based watershed 
restoration projects (as identified 
in Shared Strategy, SEWIP, 
other planning documents) 

. Public education programs to 
encourage understanding of 
drainage processes (e.g., 
Snohomish County Surface 
Water Management Division's 
Watershed Education Program) 



I I 
of/mitigation for impacts (CWA Section 404) 

I 
. State HPA requirements that require in-water projects to minimize 

i adverse impacts to fish and shellfish in marine or other shoreline 

I areas (Chapter 220-110 WAC).; 

. Dock, pier, or ramp . Water quality I Proposed Program1 
construction impacts associated I . New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, 
associated with with construction of 

I 
and other in-water structures that minimize water quality impacts -

residential use docks and other in- e.g., that prohibit use of toxic materials and require spill prevention . Continued residential water structures plans (SCC 30.67.515 and 520) 
infill (e.g., spills, harmful 

materials use) . SMP requirement that projects not adversely impact water quality . Continued and (SCC 30.67.320) 
expanded light . Increase in runoff 

agricultural use and associated . Requirement that shoreline agricultural uses must comply with 
Water Quality waler quality impacts provisions to protect water quality (SCC 30.67.505) 

with the creation of 
new impervious Other Regulatory 
surfaces for 

i Critical area regulations require protective buffers and limit the residential use 
. 

effective impervious surface allowed within 300 feet of the shoreline . Increase in pesticide OHWM (30.62A.320(1 )(c)) 
and fertilizer inputs . State water quality requirements - e.g., point source and stormwater into lake reaches 
resulting from requirements (173-201A WAC) 

agricultural uses 

. Continued residential . Loss of or Proposed Program 
infill disturbance to . Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit clearing . Dock, pier, or ramp riparian habitat to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.599) 
construction during residential 

associated with construction and use . New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, 

residential use . Increased shading in and other in-water structures that serve to minimize habitat impacts 

Bulkhead nearshore lake e.g., size restrictions to minimize shading impacts (SCC 30.67.515 . and 520) 
development habitat areas 

associated with resulting from dock . Preference for clustered development, with the open space area 

single family and pier construction preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30.67.570(1 )(a)) 

Habitat . Continued and . Increase in pesticide . Habitat restoration and enhancement widely allowed and facilitated 

expanded light and fertilizer inputs (SCC 30.67.580 and 3044.120(p)). 

agricultural use into lake reaches 
resulting from Other Regulatory 
agricultural uses . Critical area regulations protect habitat by requiring buffers adjacent 

to lakes and requiring habitat management plans for critical species 
(SCC 30.62A.320 and 30.62A460) . Limits on bulkhead development - non-structural preferred 
(30 62B 320(2)) . Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) 
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I 

. Low-impact development 
projects (e.g., those 
designed/implemented by 
Sustainable Snohomish County) . Public education/ assistance 
campaigns designed to minimize 
pollution inputs (e.g., Snohomish 
County Surface Water 
management stewards) . Education/assistance programs 
for agricultural landowners 
(through Snohomish 
Conservation District) 

. Restoration projects (e.g., those 
identified through Shared 
Strategy, Stillaguamish Clean 
Water District Board, etc.) . Public education programs to 
encourage protection and 
restoration of shoreline habitat 
(e.g., Snohomish County 
Surface Water Management 
Division's Watershed Education 
Program) . Conservation easements offered 
to farmers under Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) pilot 
program . Possible future implementation 
of metrics (e.g., percent riparian 
vegetation retained) to establish 
future no net loss standards 



Table 148. Summary of Potential Cumulative Impacts Associated with Proposed SMP - River/Stream Shoreline Reaches 

Major Type(s) of 

I Shoreline 
Foreseeable Future 

Potential Impacts to 
Development Likely to Proposed SMP and Other Regulatory Offsets 

Function 
Affect Shoreline I 

Shoreline Function 

Function 

. Continued . Decrease in Proposed Program: 
expansion of shoreline/riparian . Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit clearing 
agricultural and vegetation as to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.570 and 30.67.599) 
other resource- clearing for 

Recommendation that vegetated buffers with low-impact management based uses agricultural and 
. 

techniques be used (Shoreline Policies Vegetation Management, . Additional residential residential uses 
section 3.2.5.19) 

development within continue. 

existing pockets of 
. Preference for clustered development, with the open space area 

Vegetation residential uses preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30.67.570(1 )(a)) 

. Creation of more 
Other Regulatory 

parks/public access 
sites . Critical area regulations limits vegetation removal by requiring buffers 

adjacent to streams and rivers (SCC 30.62A.320) and mitigation of 

I 
impacts on critical area functions and values (SCC 30.62A.310(3)); 

I encourages LID with innovative development (SCC 30.62A.350) 
I 
I 

I • Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) 

. Additional residential . Reduction in LWD Proposed Program: 
development within recruitment and . New location, design, and construction standards on docks, in-water, 
existing pockets of other organic and shoreline stabilization structures that seek to minimize impacts to 
residential uses and material as shoreline water movement and hydrologic function - e.g., limiting size of 
potential associated habitats are altered structures (SCC 30.67.515, .520 and .575) 
shoreline for residential and 

Requires mitigation for impacts to critical shoreline functions modification such as recreational use 
. 

bulkheads Modification of flow 
(30 67.320(2)(b)) . 

Creation of more regimes and channel 
. Prohibition on bulkheads (hard-bank structures) unless they are the . 

only feasible shoreline stabilization method (SCC 30.67.575(1 )(a)) parks/public access migration with 

Water sites - construction construction of . New location and design standards on shoreline stabilization 

Movement of shoreline buildings, roads. structures (e.g., bulkheads) that require impacts to immediate and 
modifications docks, ramps, or adjacent shoreline areas be minimized (SCC 30.67.575). 
associated with other recreational- . Requirement that new boating facilities must be designed to minimize 
access and water use structures need for stabilization structures (SCC 30.67.515(1 )U)(i)) 
recreation . Standards for dredging and spoil disposal which require no net loss of 

ecological functions (SCC 30.67.530) 

Other Regulatory . Critical area regulations limit the uses which may disrupt the shoreline 
and interfere with the hyporheic zone (SCC 30.62A.330, 
30.62B.320(2)) 
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Non-Regulatory Offsets 

I 
. Public education programs for 

I 
individual landowners (e.g., 
Snohomish County's Landowner 
Guide to Streamside Living) . Conservation easements offered 
to farmers under Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) pilot 
program . Possible future implementation of 
metrics (e.g., percent riparian 
vegetation retained) to establish 
future no net loss standards 

• Locally based watershed 
restoration projects (as identified 
in Shared Strategy, SEWIP, 
other planning documents) 

• Public education programs to 
encourage understanding of 
drainage processes (e.g., 
Snohomish County Surface 
Water Management Division's 
Watershed Education Program) 



Water Quality 

Habitat 

Continued 
expansion of 
agricultural and 
other resource
based uses 

Additional residential 
development within 
existing pockets of 
residential uses 

Creation of more 
parks/public access 
sites 

Continued 
expansion of 
agricultural 
other 
based uses 

Additional residential 
development within 
existing pockets of 
residential uses and 
associated shoreline 
modifications such 
as bulkheads 

Creation of more 
parks/public access 
sites 

Increase in runoff 
and associated 
water quality impacts 
due to increased 
agricultural, logging, 
or other resource
related uses 

Water quality 
impacts associated 
with construction of 
docks and other in
water structures 
(e.g .. spills, harmful 
materials use) 

Increase in runoff 
and associated 
water quality impacts 
with the creation of 
new impervious 
surfaces for 
residential use 

Potential loss of or 
disturbance to 
riparian habitat 
during clearing for 
agriculture or 
logging 

Potential damage to 
aquatic habitat via 
runoff from 
agricultural use 

Loss of or 
disturbance to 
riparian habitat 
during residential 
construction and use 

I : 
I 

Federal dredge/fill permitting requirements that require avoidance 
of/mitigation for impacts (CWA Section 404) 

State HPA requirements that require in-water projects to minimize 
adverse impacts to fish and shellfish in marine or other shoreline areas 
(Chapter 220-110 WAC).;) 

Proposed Program: 

• New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, and 
other in-water structures that minimize water quality impacts - e.g., 
that prohibit use of toxic materials and require spill prevention plans 
(SCC 30.67.515 and 520) 

• SMP requirement that projects not adversely impact water quality 
(SCC 30.67.320) 

• Requirement that shoreline agricultural uses must comply with 
provisions to protect water quality (SCC 30.67.505) 

Other Regulatory 

• Critical area regulations require protective buffers and limit the 
effective impervious surface allowed within 300 feet of the shoreline 
OHWM (30 62A320(1)(c)) 

• State water quality requirements - e.g .. point source and stormwater 
requirements (173-201A WAC) 

I Proposed Program: 

I • Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit clearing 
to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.599) 

• New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, and 
other in-water structures that serve to minimize habitat impacts - e.g., 
size restrictions to minimize shading impacts (SCC 30.67.515 and 
520) 

• Preference for clustered development, with the open space area 
preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30.67.570(1 )(a)) 

• Requirement that new boating facilities be designed to protect 
ecologically sensitive areas (e.g., eelgrass beds, forage fish spawning 
areas, etc) (SCC 30.67.515(1 )(b)) 

• Habitat restoration and enhancement widely allowed and facilitated 
(SCC 30.67.580 and 30.44. 120(p)). 

Other Regulatory: 

• Critical area regulations protect habitat by requiring buffers adjacent to 
rivers and streams and requiring habitat management plans for critical 
species (SCC 30.62A320 and 30.62A460) 

• Limits on bank stabilization non-structural preferred, use of 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program ((Page 5 of 191)) C5 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
((Apprcwefiby-Washington State Depa1tmentof Ef;o/ogy- on-July-13,2012(EffBctiveEiateJu/y '2J., -2012))) 
Appendix C Summary of Potential Development Impacts and Proposed Regulatory and Non-Regulatory Offsets 

• 

• 

Low-impact development projects 
(e.g., those 
designed/implemented by 
Sustainable Snohomish County) 

Public education/ assistance 
campaigns designed to minimize 
pollution inputs (e.g., Snohomish 
County Surface Water 
management stewards) 

Education/assistance programs 
for agricultural landowners 
(through Snohomish 
Conservation District) 

Conservation easements 
offered to farmers under 
Purchase of Development 
Rights (PDR) pilot program 

Restoration projects (e.g., 
those identified through Shared 
Strategy, Stillaguamish Clean 
Water District Board, etc.) 

Public education programs to 
encourage protection and 
restoration of shoreline habitat 
(e.g., Snohomish County 
Surface Water Management 
Division's Watershed Education 
Program) 

Possible future implementation 
of metrics (e.g., percent 
riparian vegetation retained) to 
establish future no net loss 
standards 



Shoreline 
Function 

I 
i 
I 

vegetation to stabilize banks may improve habitat functions, water 
temperatures, etc. (30.62B.320(2)) 

Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) 

Table 14C. Summary of Potential Cumulative Impacts Associated with Proposed SMP - Marine Shoreline Reaches 

Major Type(s) of 
Foreseeable Future 

Development Likely to 
Affect Shoreline 

Potential Impacts to 
Shoreline Function 

Proposed SMP and Other Regulatory Offsets 
Non-Regulatory Offsets 

Function I 
1----------+--.--1-n_fi_ll_in_d_e-ve_l_o_p_e_d--+--.--c-o-n-ti_n_u-ed_d_e_c-re_a_s_e--+-I -P_r_o-po_s_e_d_P_ro_g_r_a_m_: -----------------------+--.--P-u-b-lic_e_d_u-ca-t-io_n_p_ro_g_r_a_m_s_t_o ___ -; 

marine shoreline in mature shoreline 1.· Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit clearing encourage riparian re-planting (e.g., 

Vegetation 

Water 
Movement 

residential areas vegetation as to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.570 and 30.67.599) Snohomish County Surface Water 
• New or expanded clearing for new Management Division's Watershed 

Recommendation that vegetated buffers with low-impact management Ed t· p ) 
shoreline armoring construction and uca 10n rogram techniques be used (Shoreline Policies - Vegetation Management, 
associated with other uses continues Locally based watershed restoration section 3.2.5.19) • 
residential marine projects (as identified in Shared 
use • Preference for clustered development. with the open space area Strategy, SEWIP, other planning 

preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30.67.570(1 )(a)) d 
• Continued and ocuments) 

expanded • Conservation easements offered to 
agricultural use Other Regulatory: farmers under Purchase of 
More parks/public • Critical area regulations limits vegetation removal by requiring buffers Development Rights (PDR) pilot 
access sites adjacent to marine waters (SCC 30.62A.320) and mitigation of impacts program 

New or expanded 
shoreline armoring 
associated with 
residential marine 
use 

Further restriction in 
sediment flows and 
water movement as 
armoring continues 

Reduction in LWD 

on critical area functions and values (SCC 30.62A.310(3)): • Riparian habitat mapping/restoration 
encourages LID with innovative development (SCC 30.62A.350) projects by Snohomish County 

• Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for Surface Water Management 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) Division's Marine Resources 

Program (e.g., vegetation monitoring 
survey) 

Proposed Program: 

• New location, design, and construction standards on docks, in-water, 
and shoreline stabilization structures that seek to minimize impacts to 
water movement and hydrologic function - e.g., limiting size of 
structures (SCC 30.67.515, .520 and .575) 

• Possible future implementation of 
metrics (e.g., percent riparian 
vegetation retained) to establish 
future no net loss standards 

Public education programs to 
encourage understanding of 
drainage processes (e.g., 
Snohomish County Surface Water 
Management Division's Watershed 
Education Program) 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. ((P"'f}e-6-of-1-9-1)) C6 
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. Creation of more recruitment and • Requires mitigation for impacts to critical shoreline functions 
parks/public access other organic (30.67.320(2)(b)) 
sites - construction material as shoreline . Prohibition on bulkheads (hard-bank structures) unless they are the 
of shoreline habitats are altered only feasible shoreline stabilization method (SCC 30 67.575(1 )(a)) 
modifications for residential and 
associated with recreational use . New location and design standards on shoreline stabilization 

access and water Modification of flow 
structures (e.g., bulkheads) that require impacts to immediate and . 
adjacent shoreline areas be minimized (SCC 30.67.575). recreation regimes with 

construction of . Requirement that new boating facilities must be designed to minimize 

docks, ramps, or need for stabilization structures (SCC 30.67.515(1 )U)(i)) 

other recreational- . Standards for dredging and spoil disposal which require no net loss of 
use structures ecological functions (SCC 30.67.530) 

Other Regulatory: . Critical area regulations limit the uses which may disrupt the shoreline 
and interfere with the hyporheic zone (SCC 30.62A.330) . Federal dredge/fill permitting requirements that require avoidance 
of/mitigation for impacts (CWA Section 404) . State HPA requirements that require in-water projects to minimize 
adverse impacts to fish and shellfish in marine or other shoreline 
areas ( :hapter 220-110 :) ;) 

. Infill in developed . Increase in runoff 
marine shoreline and associated . New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, and 
residential areas water quality impacts other in-water structures that minimize water quality impacts - e.g., . Continued and due to increased that prohibit use of toxic materials and require spill prevention plans 
expanded residential use and (SCC 30.67.515 and 520) 
agricultural use impervious surface 

area . SMP requirement that projects not adversely impact water quality . Increase in runoff (SCC 30 67 320) 

and associated . Requirement that shoreline agricultural uses must comply with 
Water Quality water quality impacts provisions to protect water quality (SCC 30.67.505) 

~. 

due to increased 
agricultural uses Other Regulatory: . Water quality . Critical area regulations require protective buffers and limit the 
impacts associated effective impervious surface allowed within 300 feet of the shoreline 
with construction of OHWM (30.62A.320(1 )(c)) 
docks and other in-
water structures 

. State water quality requirements e.g., point source and stormwater 

(e.g .. spills, harmful requirements (173-201A WAC) 

materials use) 

. Infill in developed . Loss of or Proposed Program: 
marine shoreline disturbance to . Residential siting and vegetation clearing restrictions that limit clearing 
residential areas riparian habitat to minimum necessary (SCC 30.67.599) 

Habitat . New or expanded during residential 

shoreline armoring construction and use . New location, design, and construction standards for docks, piers, and 

associated with . Potential loss of or other in-water structures that serve to minimize habitat impacts - e.g., 

residential marine disturbance to size restrictions to minimize shading impacts (SCC 30.67.515 and 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. ((PagB-+-Of..:f.9-1)) C7 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
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. Low-impact development projects 
(e.g., those designed/implemented 
by Sustainable Snohomish County) . Public education/ assistance 
campaigns designed to minimize 
pollution inputs (e.g .. Snohomish 
County Surface Water management 
stewards) . Education/assistance programs for 
agricultural landowners (through 
Snohomish Conservation District) 

. Restoration projects (e.g., Shared 
Strategy, Stillaguamish Clean Water 
District Board, etc.) . Public education programs to 
encourage protection and restoration 
of shoreline habitat (e.g., Snohomish 
County Surface Water Management 



use riparian habitat 520) . Continued and during clearing for . Preference for clustered development, with the open space area 
expanded agricultural use preserving and providing access to the water (SCC 30.67.570(1 )(a)) 

I 

agricultural use . Potential damage to . Requirement that new boating facilities be designed to protect 
More parks/public aquatic habitat via ecologically sensitive areas (e.g., eelgrass beds, forage fish spawning 
access sites runoff from areas, etc.) (SCC 30.67.515(1)(b)) 

agricultural use 
Habitat restoration and enhancement widely allowed and facilitated . 
(SCC 30.67.580 and 30.44.120(p)). 

Other Regulatory . Critical area regulations protect habitat by requiring buffers adjacent to 
marine waters and requiring habitat management plans for critical 
species (SCC 30.62A320 and 30.62A.460) 

Federal ESA requirements that require preservation of habitat for 
endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Section 17) 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program ((P~t-1--9-+)) C8 
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Division's Watershed Education 
Program) . Possible future implementation of 
metrics (e.g., percent riparian 
vegetation retained) to establish 
future no net loss standards . Nearshore and riparian habitat 
mapping/restoration projects by 
Snohomish County Surface Water 
Management Division's Marine 
Resources Program (e.g., eelgrass 
mapping, creosote log survey & 
removal) . Conservation easements offered to 
farmers under Purchase of 
Development Rights (PDR) pilot 
program 



Appendix D - Shoreline Environment Designation Maps 

Amended Ord. No. 19- adopted (date of adoption), Effective date [date] 
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MAP LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE. Data may be represented at scales where data may not be accurate. 
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Sh I. T32N R11E 
ore 1ne 

Environment Designations 

DATA INFORMATION 0 
The lhcnllna ••millllflldastgnnansare1dop1Npur••t• see 30 ~ .110 adl._.n~2.2 ol'h 
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Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
D Aquatic CJ Urban Growm Area Boundary 

iliil Municipal \11/atershed Utility c::::JTulalip Reservation Bounda-y 
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~ Resource 1utddlCIIOft .. l11IIOl'~Ol'l~~-'*"- · IM 

flZl Rural Conservancy :!~!ia1,:;::::;:~;.:;:!.s~i1 
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: : : : Native Indian Trust land ti~il @1 ~ 
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Plinence-ol.nwOfflltmal INIMf'n 1Ma!k.a••1 .soefned "h-Grovttfl U"""'7',nl Act m~ M 11.,;i-4 
alll•Wspech: i.w-et_ The'Hmaps • • n""4td M-pralftd9 • 1111rwr11zN-av.,._ ot INexten'la,ddlS&ltluCIOn 
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Map Sheet Number 10 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

Shoreline T31 N Ro3E 

Environment Designations 
[XX-XX-XXXX] 

SNOl10Ml,SH cou,w, DATA INM..,,. o,scLAJPJER 
Alm1ps.dMl.111d1nlonnM«1 ... ll)j',, hMftl ~tal •• ro,e.,wo,1 PIIJICIU"SONJ' and•• IIOI toi.cOMldilrtd 
"' Dllml alllCN>n D or lep(ffitnll-.On •l ... $t10fl0m11,h Ccv,ty Ctde. AmlnliMMs MCI .,.In~,,. O•tai. ~ 
... Glf'ltf ,eppkab ... -Cou11ty C~ ptOffllOIII may.,. WNCII •• n0108pdH hlrel\. Snohamldl Ccuty mal!H ... 
rlpt«ltftlMIOn • Wl~nt, C'OMllmlf'9th• content.~ary. Qlfftfley <ffllplelfflft:SQI'~ ol lM Dall conlal*I 

:::.:i~~.:,;1=:;:,.-:r:~:~i~~n=i«-,.:=r.:;::·~= 
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Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
0 Aqua11c c::J Urban Growm Area Boundary 
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PrnaonceDlerN11nmetuli..1..1,t,$11ndO'lkll••1 esdeftnta11NG,ow1111A~Acl muslbevsfltd 
a1 flt11'1tipedlt leYtl. TNUmaps 11, 1'11er41d\0Pf0Vldl a,generat!'edweN_.o11M extenlMd:~lloll 
01 ke, enwon"*IIII IHlll'Handaibcal1rwas1tw11.J1a1tl0"1 U'le~r,,. ThamapfllP('ttlfttsllw beSI __. .... 
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Shor .. tM.,,.ltfMM PHP1ffl. S.Cton 2:Z olM ShoreN U....,.1111:Pfag,lffl eofttlm h ~ 
a!WII 1nd ma,aglffllftt pokn D •'*' shorelM envtOflmefll .......... TM map .. • !or f\bmlbllflll 
.fffO.,.C.. o,it,i .... C..N d• ct~.._,_.,_~ dMpatDft ~ adapladp.nmnttDSCC 30.17,211 
md .. cone.nlDl'hma,s,lh•~•IIOnCJrMIM..io_,,..MIP~-.d'lac1tt1ltftbDNII 
otmwol\S or flHCUrate erwnnmlftldtt19ne•n 1rt 1nterp,Nd ,-,-,, ID sec 10.17 .220(1). Ufrnappe,d 
.,..,.,.. ~_,,. willlfl N bolffllWMot o1 ,....111,m a dHlgnl1td pw1Ulfll te sec ».11.220111 . 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
le:] Aquatic c:J Urban Growrh Area Boundary 

Iii Municipal V\lalershed Ulilily c:JTulalip Reservation Bounday 

~ Natural ::::.::.=:~=~:!;=me 
w Resource j11mdldlonalaul'Klr1f1an~ant,-wMl"llandklM 
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Map Sheet Number 12 
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DATA INFORMATION 0 
~ • ltlM.,_ iNIWOnffllfll dHigna'tarl11.,. adoplitdp.rtUlll1 tD $CC 30.17.110 adlhd II Sk'IINI Z.2 et 1M 
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ttlOw't.tt Ont,. ti ta• .raconfllctba,-... .... ~ .. ....,.etNN ~pw1U1nt1oSCC 30'1.110 
NhaMDnl ortM ffllPl. lht dts9110n CMtnadDV1ma, Uap~sud'I•""""'*"'
~,,, fl( ll'IICCWIM tnmlNn«lldt,,gnllOII IN lffltfPffllt'~ 11:J see JO.J7,22Dil,. LINnllfll»d 
1'u,,.-.iuns*ion wtlun1ht bou~ of 1Nw1U1ndJ • *"91aledp;nu,111ttDSCC • 11.UOCl). 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
D Aquatic C::J Urban Growrh Area Boundary 

Municipal Watershed U1ilily C::J Tulalip Reservation Boundary 

~ Natural ~::=~·;;~~= ... ~a:=:.. n Resource IU'*'ICbonllaulloulyonideland!ont,'l#MnMd ll: b 

UZJ Rural Conservancy ::!'.~!~~·.::,:::::~:!1,::4.~~ • 
~ cilclrSSIOftolRHlll'\'•bafltldltland~rmallllllfS. -=C-cy --.. :~ 
···: Nat111elndianT1Ustland -~ ~ 
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N .ilci'ma 11111 sh0wt1$h:lutd m l btl ~..a,rtc1 c~ . This II\IPII-~ "Ntldfrd lorftgla*)' ~a, 
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<Intl lmtot~. 

CURRENT MAP SHEET INDICATED 1111 RED 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

11 12 13 14 ArHs of Llmrr.cl o, 
NoJuflS~CIIOh 

16 17 i 18 19 20 21 22 23 =:.~: .. ~:~.st 
N11t111• Am.nc.n t.ano.1 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 MdC,1'•.t •• 
N°' MlJPptdm 
Th,.t Map s...,.s 

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 

INDEX TO 1AP SHEETS IN THIS SERIES • MAP INDEX NUMBE BY TOWNSHIP 

12- T31N ROSE 
Produced by Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services - W\plng'learto\Projects\ShoralineManagemen1Program\2019\AreMaps\Sl\otttMgmt_TWP _AUas8x11.m>«t Current Map Sheet Number ~ 

Snohomish County 



24 

36 

MAP LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE. Data may be represented at scales where data may not be accurate. 

31 32 

31 32 

6 5 

36 

I 
I 2 l 
I I 
J - ... _..-- ,-:-j" .. , I 

--- -..:~.JJ.._ _ -----
'>, l 11'.-, ~ 7 

I --- I j --..... 
j 11 {j 

I I t\ 

3 1 

10 12 

~ I -t'------·-,-:----.-· r-- -
I \ ] 

' ' 
I 1s 14 [ 

f l ,. 
-- - --1- - ~ ~ :::-

13 

,< 

24 

25 

1 

31 , 

6 

1 

18 

19 

-30 

6 

Produced by Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services. W:'{llng\carto\ProjeclslShOrelineManagementProgram\2019\ArcMaps\ShoreMgmt_TWP _AUas8Jc11.mxd 

Map Sheet Number 13 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

DATA INFORMATION 0 
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~ •11•~1'11 Prof,am. $ectlan 2.2 otlh Shor91N IIIMflmenl:~ calllm .. 11119'*"' 
altlna anll mM.,.mtftl pokitt, lo,•$ lhor•M• tftd'O'lll'IIM dtslgnnDn. This map.,... 11 lat nloaalliDMI 
rtl!OU'Cts only. h ~ cfa4:onftidbllWlen IMcleslgnltlOneiNll**'*°P',JMlltltSCC 30.'7210 
and IN content ol OIi lftlP',. 11\t ~ ~ ••ow!MI, Yap hlitanms lldiBY'ln~ 
onnaons. w ineecunilt •rworm"'I dt~n,•n .,, llllarprNd pnumc 1D sec 30.17.220(1). Lhn~ 
"M'IOftlintjuMdcWI witlin N btundlntil o1 Jtwalllncts BdlsipCldp&IWWll lo sec 311.17.2209). 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
D Aquatic c:Jurban Growrh Area Boundary 
a Municipal 111/atershed Utility c:JTulalip Reservatlon Boundary 
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Pru.ence ot envl'ormetul fNllrn end a11Ul ... 1,, • lil.,.,.d • CM OtOW1II U~ Atl must bt wttllM 
1111'1011111.,.a ltvel Thes.ff'IIP' • • 111rendld 111 p,o'llldl e9ewalZlldOYerview orfle-..,.tend~taon 
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a...,_ 1nd manag1Mtt1t pOk:11'1 tar •di !Mr1•• 1nwstt1J111nt ...,,.._, Ttllll ""•..,.. • tw 11.lanalmlt 
""IJe.tOlltf. Mca11or1iurActNN11tt1Mdth.,nataonMP~p.nu111110 SCC )O.l7.21l 
andh mnlMlfllf"' 1r11ps, Oltdts9111N1n mllM wto.MJe. Map nac:ananm:il • ...,.llntlnll 
Ofl'IIUIOM ct•cc11nic.envn111111•L~,sil'll~n 11•"'9rpnt9d~1D sec 30.'7:220(1~ UNnllJIP'd 
1hC1911tjUM6ct.nw,t.n h bouncwitt ; tted«alland!ll a..,._ P'Mft1 It sec 30.17.220(2). 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment DeslgnaUons 

0 Aquatic c::::]Urban Growm Area Boundary 

ilil Municipal watershed Utility c::::]Tulalip Reservation Boundary 
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C)Resource ::;::;,:;:':':a~-::-~:,~-=~oM 
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Pr~•t •""ronmtmalt.111re,ahd g1lt111 ••, • del'Nd• flit GIOlilntl li41M9tffiWkt mUII bit verflld 
at Ill• Illa .c,ra; IIYll these fflllp& •• "ta need to Pf0"1GI & 9tftlftlbd o,..,._ al lie Ullnl anc1 ~tlOn 
dkl'J'tnWorm«1lillltN•s.act1.:ala1en1hrouphQul:1Mcouaty fhlSm,pJtpmeMSV.Da«w .... 
dlC&11 1m•or~. 
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SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
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31 32 33 
.J 

I 
' 

5 I 4 l 

I 

I --T---
l 

7 8 9 

'U ... 
~ .. 
GI 
C 
OI 
~ 

:l: 

0 , 
~ 

30 

• 

22 

27 

2 I 
i 
I 

1 

l r--, 
--,--- - --.-----

1 

/ I 11 12 

- t . r 
--t----~----

1 l 
14 d 13 

I 

____ I----
I 
I 
I 

24 

t 
' --r'----

S" 

25 

35 

31 

18 

19 

---~-

31 

SULT 
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SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
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Environment Designations 

AOOPTED SY SNOHOMISH COUNTY COUNCIL [XX xx XXXX] 
AMENDED ORDINANCE! 19-[XXXJ ON (XX·XX·XXXX] • • 
APPROVED SY WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY ON (XX·XX·XXXX( 

Al IIWIPI dau. Md~&ion '44 IDrll hMIII rt>e\11. ¥tb" ... W8Cll'I P"po,M Cllltf lnd¥tnot10tle '°"'*ed 

t 
SHOt10MtSH COUNTY DATA andP.INt DISCLAIMER 

an 1>IK:ul atabon b or repnen•IDl'l o1. lie SftOhClrn•l'I Coun~ Collt . .Arntt*l91'ti lr'IO updl1n to N Datli. IOOfl'*" 
will-ttf'lft"appkar,t, COt.lntyCodtpro'-'ISIOns.,m,y •W, .-ti•• not~ here-. ~!ShC~ maktt.,. 
r9Jl'••t.lCIOl'I 0r Wlffllnty COI\.Otff'I.--, N conctll'I. •cc•acy. Cl.ltlff'ICY COf'l'lriltltM$$ « ~ ot v.t Oita conlamd 
••n •d 11pr_. dlKlans•fP/ ~an1JI rA ...,.1,~ 01 r11n .. 1ar any Plf1ICllllspupOle. AlpawnsKCfilrlg 
OfOIMIWN ~me ,.o •• assume •• nispon!ltl- rm .. htootoQl ardaljllN la-hold SnDhamllhCountr hannlns lrom 
and ..-,SI &!11 dllnlg.s. Ion. d11m or IMIW")' '""119 Oul ti "'Y itnOI, Oto'9d er orn.a,n ~ w ..... 'all O•ti
w.shngt(lft SI.II• L•. Ch. 42.S& RCW. prohibits ,1111 111d local lgMlaM lrom piwmlg ICC'ttS IO gts of~ 
.,~ br\l• tit C-1Wm1•mlpwpo,,'la1'd, llu'I. nocOmm•oalu11tR.9Y~ m.st ol-,, O.ta t11tnptm"19 lst1 ol 
....... ,..,,...,......,_ Scale in Miles 

DATA INFORMATION 0 
Tht1II011htnW01MMntdnga1llons1rt•~!M'911111DSCC • . IT.21Gasdt"1td11Stdlln22ottht 
Shoran• MtMgtmtnl Propm. SecllOtl 2.2 ortht ShomM M~tr4 Pro,wn COfDnl ~ ~ 
al'llnlandmtlllflffllftlpokinlwt1dl-dlo,11,!tlflYSCIM'llftt~ rt.m•-•f,;wnfllm._. 
"'°'"" GIiiy. ~ c.1' cl I t:0$1: batwan II• dalgnation aana adaplld punuai1 Ill sec lUT.2141 
_..d Ille mnllnl d 1h11 map&. "9 dnlp'laMn cnllftl wl OW,,,_. Uap NiCCIACft l&D II~ 
ClffllnDIISCI' uac:c:u1111itefMtOl'lmMl ... f'll .. nai• ~p.naltllt.SCC 30.67220(1). Ullm.lppecl 
111.-., ~n w111111 lhl beullda1n DI lldsalland:s • ..,.1111 pulUlnl kl SCC 3U7.'220C2). 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 
D Aquatic c::::Jurban Growm Area Boundary 

Munk:ipal Vl/alershed utility c::::JTulalip Reservation Boundary 

~ Natural ~~=:.=::!:.:"n.:::':.:. 
-1 Resource ,umhttlclnll aullCllfy on Melands: °"'1 •'** ...:I IO,_. 

rzZJ Rural Conserv:.lcy ::1!~= =:~;:.·=::~' 
[iilS Urban Consffiallcy :°:.::.~,~•::r9':;"°"""---
- Urban 
: : ~..!. Natrve Indian Trust Land t;}t@tif 1 i 

SMP .... Ol,clamtr lfhsmapts mNnt br 6'st-lWI- pt,IJl)OHS """ o,i. ~ •.an ~poot1:s ,r'ld 

t1e anlarm11an shown 1haijd • lbec0Mldffedcorr.,IN 11\sffllPa notdtndld -~ pwpnn~ 
:,cllt, aeoit1cy •acompltt111eoss •• nocadtqualt II determne,..;i'**'Y ~-, ~IIWtl 
P,tstn0t t l1nv•orwt!QiltMt.irM•ncl cr•k411 •us. • a.rr.d n IINI Glowtti M-.n_.. Act mustba v•lllcl 
11 lhe •Ill apeahc: lwllli Thew mapa •• 11llndlld to p<oVlda • ge.abd O'i'~ ot M a!tnt W dlSl1:lulon 
..t ~ey enwonmen1ll ll,1hHl et1d C11be8la1e.s INOUS,IIOvCffitCOW'lty Tbs"'" ,..-islM bt1rl av**' 
dlllal lmecfp.M:;llm. 

CURRENT MAP SHEET INOICA TED IN RED 

2 3 5 6 7 8 9 

11 12 13 1~ Aren al LJmJted q,: 
NoJ1.m,~ellQfl 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 mcJudin9 M'ounr Bake, 
Snaqua'mr• N•tJOttal Fot•SI. 
N•iv• AmM.:an (.ands 

24 25 "26 27 28 29 30 31 at1dC1tH are 
NOl ltl.,,Ptl(l11'1 
Thtt M•p, S.n•s 

34 35 36 37 38 39 

42 43 44 45 46 47 

INDEX TO 11,p SHEETS IN THIS SERIES • MAP INDEX NUMBE BY TOWNSHIP 

3 1 6 
~....;..........~=-----:....__._----1.... _ _ --=-----........._--------L-.-.ll 35 - T28N R07E ~ 

Produced by Snohomish County Department ot Planning and Development Serw:es. W.\plng\Carto\ProJects\ShorVlineManagementProgram\2019\ArcMaps\Shon!JMgm1_ TWP _AHas8J<11.mxd Current Ma P Sheet Number Snohomish County 



MAP LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE. Data may be represented at scales where data may not be accurate. 

3f 31 

5 

7 8 

, .... 
~ 

13 18 13 18 

24 19 

25 

36 

Map Sheet Number 3 6 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

Sh I. T28N ROBE ore 1ne 
Environment Designations 

DATA INFORMATION 0 
Tt1ut1or.11N tflWOf'lffltf'II c1t119nMOn1 .. edDpltd lk'f'l'llllt a., sec XI.ff .110 a 11111wd" SICbDn 2'.2 o1 h 
SMtM:neM .... ll'fMnlPrograrn. $~2.lol'ltltSIIOftkneMMlglmentP'rogrwnCOMINN~ 
a1W111nclm••ll'ltftl pokin tot •di tfKII'•~• «1Won1Mnt dNgnl:lmn. Thotr1• .....,. '°'""'°""_,., 
llllllllll'C.S ont,". l'I ca• .r ACD ... _fwt..-i IN4ff.t11-"tflgc..1C1opCN~,~SCC )O.tJ.2,0 
Mdlll-'°'*"I ol'IM mapa.111• de&,gn11on U'lttftaw• owl'MI, Map~tudlas11111 ........ 
CIINDOns • ~•• ,nv .. nmtnl4e"9n1111n •• Nl\tfpNttcl plftmlt • sec )0$1.120(1, u,mappei1 
,tl011••iul'll«IIINlwftlnhbo1.1,,__e,1ecW1lllnds•~p,nat1.to $1;(!:,1!,17.220(1). 

Shoreline Management Program Envlroment Designations 

D Aquatic CJ Urban Growrh Area Boundary 
ilil Municipal \11/atershed Utility c::::J Tulalip Reservatron Boundary 

~ Natural !~::S:::=~~~::;==.. 
f"=i Resource 1unDCOOl'lll au11or,ry on l<l"8ncls ~ •'*" • 111: ww 

UZJ Rural Conservancy :!~::!::::::~=::_~::::i 1 

CIIICut•n Of ftlwfll ... bdts.nd J,ndc1D'lill lllllK. 

~ Urban Conservancy "~'"""" " ""'suP 1 - Urban 
·::; Nattve Indian Trust Land , , , • . 

SU!liUtp Dtsi.r..t Tl'ldmap r1tmNnl br ltill;tmwl pu'pOSftOl'lt, ().ti coltclDll 1ii .. on-ton9ptOC*SS#ICI 
t.e 11lcrmabon 1"°*11 st.o~.Wlbt CClnWdwNc~ltte. Tha ma,•~ llltnOfrd larr'9,llltory ~a, 
,c* eccuraqo Ind ~lllttnt'SI •• n01tdlqutlt bd116m1Hreguat:wy m*'ll;IJIS N •~ltYtl 
PrtMl'Qtl 1nv,oirnental'IN11rnand a11U1 •u'- • Cl.i'md II lie Gia.di u-.,i..c~ m~ bl vtrt.d 
a1t',ttitfsptofc 11'111. lfltsemaps •• 11*"*'dtopt0'1'11.» a111111ra~ OVB'Y.W DI lie """'I"'°~'°" 
d ~., enwonmantal 111u1, anf;lcftDI ,~., lhroupnol.Cthtcouriry Ti.stniP leptdlMS !Nbnl avllllillt 
dltall lftltd~. 

CURRENT MAP SHEET INDICATED IN RED 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

11 12 13 14 Alta$ ol Urfll/td .flt 
No .Juttsmoc~on 

16 17 , 18 19 20 21 22 23 lndud1ng Mount &tu, 
SnoquMm,• N••onll F0t•U. 
NIii. ~•AmttrCM lll'lda 

24 25 26 'll 28 29 30 31 
MldC,HJMt 
Nr,f Mapp,4,n 
Tt11J M•p f.n•s 

.32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 

0 I d INDEX TO iAP SHEETS IN THIS SERIES - MAP INDEX NUMBE BY TOWNSHIP 

Prodl u·ced-~-S-nlo-ho_mr_·_sh_Co.::'.

6
lu_nt_y_De_ pa.:~:..l:.~of:;!IP1a!l::nn; ing.;,:a;,_n~d,..Developm _ _....,ent.....iS!e:nnc....:es:::-::'.w: .:_1p_lng',ca"""'! rt: o;;;\Pr~ ot=ects_:\SLhorel- ,·n~eM~8J'l8...:::ge'.;:m

2
e:n:::tProg:::;:~ra-m- 12-0- ,-91A- rc-M- a-p-s\S- hore- M~g- m- t .. _TW,j"'P_""A~U!aii..s8Jx~11~.mBJ~ l!t ;ap l~!t! ROBE Snoho~ 



MAP LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE. Data may be represented at scales where data may not be accurate. 

36 
r 32 35 36 

30 

Map Sheet Number 3 7 
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Appendix E - Chapter 30. 44 sec - Shoreline Permits 

The SMP development regulations are contained chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC are included 
as Appendix E and F of this document. The reader always should ensure that he or she is 
relying on the most current version of chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC by contacting the 
Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) or the Office of 
the Code Reviser, or by reviewing the on-line version of the SCC at www.snoco.org. In the 
event inconsistencies exist between the summary of the sec provisions contained in this 
document and the actual SCC provisions, the actual provisions control. 

((Amended Ord. No. 12 025 adopted June 6, 2012. Effective date July 27. 201?.)) 
Amended Ord. No. 19- adopted (date of adoption), Effective date (date]. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program: 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations 
((Appro•1ed l,y Washington State Department of Eco,logy on July 13. 2012 (Effecti'ie date o1u/y 27. 2012))) 
Appendix E - Chapter 30.44 sec - Shoreline Permits 

((Page 1 of 19+))..sl 



Chapter 30.44 Shoreline Permits 

PART 000 GENERAL PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY 
30.44.0 IO Purpose and applicability. 
30.44.020 Development not subject to the Shoreline Management Act. 
30.44.030 Compliance with other laws. 
30.44.040 Letter of exemption from the shoreline substantial development permit requirements. 
30.44.050 Relationship to shoreline management program. 

PART 100-PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND REVIEW STANDARDS 
30.44.110 Shoreline substantial development conditional use. and variance permits. 
30.44.120 Exemptions from shoreline substantial development permits. 
30.44.125 Application of the permit system to shoreline substantial developments undertaken 
prior to the act. 
30.44.130 Revie\v criteria for all development. 
30.44.140 Additional review criteria for shoreline conditional use permits. 
30.44.145 Additional review criteria for shoreline conditional use permits - Aquaculture 
30.44.150 Additional reviev, criteria for a shoreline variance permit. 
:rn.44.160 Nern-conforming shoreline uses or structures. 

PART 200 - PROCESS REQUIREMENTS 
30.44.205 Submittal requirements for shoreline permits. 
30.44.210 Procedures for shoreline permits. 
30.44.220 Time requirements for shoreline permits. 
30.44.225 Special procedures for limited utility extensions and bulkheads. 
30.44.226 Special procedures for watershed restoration projects. 
30.44.230 Filing with the state Department of Ecology. 
30.44.240 Shoreline conditional use and variance permits - review required by state. 
30.44.250 Appeals. 
30.44.260 Reapplication. 
30.44.270 Revisions to shoreline permits. 
30.44.280 Emergency activities. 
30.44.290 Fees. 
30.44.295 Rescission of shoreline permits. 
30.44.300 Ordinary high water mark determinations. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program: 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations 
((Approved i,y l"iashington State Department of Ecology on July 13. 2012 (Effecti·1-e date July 27, 2012))) 
Appendix E - Chapter 30.44 sec - Shoreline Permits 
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PART 000 - GENERAL PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY 

30.44.010 Purpose and applicability. 

( l) The purpose of this chapter is to establish a program for the administration and 
enforcement of the permit system for shoreline management provided by the Shore I ine 
Management Act of 1971 (chapter 90.58 RCW). 

(2) This chapter applies to all shorelines of the state within Snohomish County. 
(3) All development in shoreline jurisdiction shall comply with the policy. provisions. and 

intent of the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) even when no permit is 
required unless exempt pursuant to SCC 30.44.020. 

(4) Where there are conflicts with this chapter and other provisions of this title. the 
provisions of this chapter shall apply. 

(5) Definitions contained in the Shoreline Management Act of 1971 (chapter 90.58 RCW) 
and the Shoreline Master Program Guidelines (chapter 173-26 WAC) shall apply to all terms 
used in this chapter, provided that definitions contained in this title shall be applicable where not 
in conflict with the Shoreline Management Act and the Shoreline Master Program Guidelines. 

(6) Applicability of this chapter to federal lands will be determined as follows: 
(a) Applicability of this chapter to federal agency activities will be determined pursuant 

to WAC 173-27-060: 
(b) This chapter shall apply to all nonfederal developments. uses and modifications 

undertaken on federal lands and on lands subject to nonfederal ownership, mining claim, lease or 
easement even though such lands may fall v,ithin the external boundaries of a federal ownership: 
and 

(c) Shorelines of the state within the external boundaries of federal ownership are 
designated in accordance with sec 30.67.220. 

30.44.020 Development not subject to the Shoreline Management Act. 

The follmving developments are not required to meet the requirements of the Shoreline 
Management Act. chapter 90.58 RCW. as described below: 

(I) Notwithstanding any other provision of law. any legal requirement under the Shoreline 
Management Act. including any standard, limitation. rule. or order is superseded and replaced in 
accordance \Vith the terms and provisions of an environmental excellence program agreement. 
entered into under chapter 43.21 K RCW. 

(2) ((The procedural requirements of the Shoreline Management Act shall not apply 
te))Requirements to obtain a shoreline substantial development permit. shoreline conditional use 
permit. shoreline variance or other review under chapter 90.58 RCW or the SMP shall not apph 
to: 

.u!..LilfiltJ')) Anv person conducting a remedial action at a facility pursuant to a consent 
decree. order. or agreed order issued pursuant to chapter 70.105D RCW. or to the 
department of ecology when it conducts a remedial action under chapter 70.105D RCW. 
The department of ecology shall ensure compliance with the substantive requirements of 
chapter 90.58 RCW through the consent decree. order. or agreed order issued pursuant to 
chapter 70.105D RCW. or during the department-conducted remedial action, through the 
procedures developed by the department pursuant to RCW 70.105D.090(HL 
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(b) anv person installing site improvements for storm water treatment in an existing 
boatyard facilitv to meet requirements of a national pollutant discharge elimination 
system stormwater general permit: and 
(c) Washington State Department of Transportation projects and activities meeting the 
conditions of RCW 90.58.356. 

(3) The holder of a ce1tification under chapter 80.50 RCW shall not be required to 
obtain a permit under chapter 90.58 RCW or the Snohomish County Shoreline 
Management Program. 

30.44.030 Compliance with other laws. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as excusing a person from compliance with any other 
local, state. or federal statute. ordinance. or regulation applicable to a proposed development. 

30.44.040 Letter of exemption from the shoreline substantial development permit 
requirements 

ill When a development falls within the exemptions stated in SCC 30.44.020 or 30.44.120. the 
department shall prepare a letter addressed to the applicant and the regional office of the 
department of ecology. exempting the development from the shoreline substantial development 
permit requirements of chapter 90.58 RCW when either of the following applies: 

((f-4)) fill The development is subject to a U.S. Corps of Engineers Section 10 permit under the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. or a Section 404 permit under the federal Water Pollution 
Control Act of 1972: or 

((P--f )) ihl The property ovvner requests an official letter of exemption. 

((f.B))ill All shoreline exemptions stated in SCC 30.44.020 and 30.44.120 shall he tracked 
within the county AMANDA data base tracking system. 

30.44.050 Relationship to shoreline management program. 

This chapter implements chapter 173-27 WAC hut is not adopted as part of the SMP. 

PART 100 - PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND REVIEW STANDARDS 

30.44.110 Shoreline substantial development, conditional use, and variance permits. 

Except as provided under SCC 30.44.020, a shoreline substantial development, conditional use 
or variance permit is required prior to development within the county's shoreline jurisdiction as 
follows: 

( 1) A shoreline substantial development permit is required for shoreline development in 
conjunction with allowed uses and modifications pursuant to the SMP unless exempt pursuant to 
sec 30.44.120: 

(2) A development or use that is listed as a conditional use or is an unlisted use in the SMP 
pursuant to SCC 30.67.430( I). unless otherwise prohibited pursuant to SCC 30.67.420. must 
obtain a shoreline conditional use permit even though the development or use may not require a 
substantial development permit: and 
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(3) A shoreline variance permit is required when requesting relief from specific bulk. 
dimensional or performance standards in the SMP. 

30.44.120 Exemptions from shoreline substantial development permits. 

(I) The follcrvving types of development must be consistent with the policies and provisions of 
the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. but are not considered shoreline substantial 
developments for purposes of this chapter and are not required to obtain a shoreline substantial 
development permit: 

(a) Any development of vvhich the total cost or fair market value. whichever is higher, does 
not exceed the dollar threshold established or as hereafter adjusted by the state office of financial 
management pursuant to WAC I 73-27-040(2)(a). provided such development does not 
materially interfere with the normal public use of the v,ater or shorelines of the state: 

(b) Normal maintenance or repair of existing structures or developments. including damage 
by accident, fire, or elements: 

(c) Construction of the normal protective bulkhead common to ((!,ingle family)) single
familv residences: 

( d) Emergency temporary construction necessary to protect property from damage by the 
elements consistent with the provisions in SCC 30.44.280: 

( e) Construction and practices normal or necessary for farming. irrigation. and ranching 
activities. including agricultural service roads and utilities on shorelands, and the construction 
and maintenance of irrigation structures including but not limited to head gates. pumping 
facilities. and irrigation channels. A feedlot of any size. all processing plants. other activities of a 
commercial nature, alteration of the contour of the shore lands by leveling or filling other than 
that vvhich results from normal cultivation. shall not be considered normal or necessary farming 
or ranching activities. A feedlot shall be an enclosure or facility used or capable of being used for 
feeding livestock hay, grain. silage. or other livestock feed. but shall not include land for 
growing crops or vegetation for livestock feeding and/or grazing. nor shall it include normal 
livestock wintering operations: 

(J) Construction or modification of navigational aids. such as channel markers and anchor 
buoys: 

(g) Construction on shore lands by an owner. lessee. or contract purchaser. of a ((s-i-ttgle 

.f.ffitttly)) single-familv residence for owner or owner's family use, which residence does not 
exceed a height of 35 feet above average grade level. and which meets all requirements of the 
state and local governments having jurisdiction thereof. other than requirements imposed 
pursuant to this title. Construction authorized under this exemption shall be located landward or 
the ordinary high \Yater mark: 

(h) Construction of a dock. including a community dock. designed for pleasure craft only. 
for the private noncommercial use of the owner. lessee, or contract purchaser of single-family 
and multiple-family residences. For the purpose of this section. a "dock" is a landing and 
moorage foci lity for watercraft and does not include recreational decks. storage facilities or other 
appurtenances. This exception applies ((to docks for v,hich the cost or fair market value. 
whichever is higher. does not exceed)) if either: 

(i) in salt waters. the fair market value of the dock does not exceed $2.500 ((i:fl:--Sittt 
watef5)); or 
(ii) in fresh waters. the fair market value of the dock does not exceed: 
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(A) $22.500 for docks that are constructed to replace existing docks and are of 
equal or lesser square footage than the existing dock being replaced: or 

(B) $1 1.200 for al I other docks constructed in fresh waters. (($10.000 in fre:;h 
waters. but it)) 

lf_subsequent construction ((having a fair market value e){ceeding $2.500)) occurs \Vithin five 
years of completion of the prior construction. ( (the '.,ubsequent cow;truction shall be con'.,idered a 
substantial development for the purpose of this chapter)) and the combined fair market value of 
the subsequent and prior construction exceeds the amount specified in SCC 30.44.120( I )(h)(i) or 
(ii). the subsequent construction shall be considered a substantial development for the purpose of 
this chapter. Pursuant to RCW 90.58.030(3)(e)(vii). all dollar thresholds in this subsection must 
be adjusted for inflation by the state office of financial management everv five vears. beginning 
.Julv I.2018. based upon changes in the consumer price index during that time period: 

(i) Operation. maintenance. or construction of canals. waterways. drains. reservoirs. or other 
facilities that now exist or are hereafter created or developed as a part of an irrigation system for 
the primary purpose of making use of system waters. including return flow and artificially stored 
groundwater from the irrigation of lands: 

(j) The marking of property lines or corners on state-owned lands. \Vhen such marking does 
not significantly interfere with normal public use of the surface of the water: 

(k) Operation and maintenance of any system of dikes, ditches. drains. or other facilities 
existing on September 8, 1975. which were created. developed. or utilized primarily as a part of 
an agricultural drainage or diking system: 

(I) Site exploration and investigation activities that are prerequisite to preparation of an 
application for development authorization under this chapter. if: 

(i) the activity does not interfere with the normal public use of the surface waters: 
(ii) the activity will have no significant adverse impact on the environment including. but 

not limited to. fish. wildlife. fish or wildlife habitat. water quality, and aesthetic values: 
(iii) the activity does not involve the installation of a structure. and upon completion of 

the activity the vegetation and land configuration of the site arc restored to conditions existing 
before the activity: 

(iv) a private entity seeking development authorization under this section first posts a 
performance bond or provides other evidence of financial responsibility to the county to ensure 
that the site is restored to preexisting conditions; and 

(v) the activity is not subject to the permit requirements of RCW 90.58.550 for oil or 
natural gas exploration in marine waters; 

(m) The process of removing or controlling an aquatic noxious weed. as defined in RCW 
17 .26.020. through the use of an herbicide or other treatment methods applicable to weed control 
that are recommended by a final environmental impact statement published by the state 
department of agriculture or the department ((eF)) of ecology jointly with other state or local 
agencies under chapter 43.21 C RCW: 

(n) A public or private project that is designed to improve fish or wildlife habitat or fish 
passage when the criteria in RCW 90.58.147 arc met; ((aRtl)) 

(o) Watershed restoration projects as defined in RCW 89.08.460((7)): and 
(p) The external or internal retrofitting of an existing structure with the exclusive purpose 

of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. 42 U .S.C. § 1210 I et 
seq .. or to otherwise provide physical access to the structure bv individuals with disabilities. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
((Appro•ied t,y l"lashington State Department of Ecology on July 13, 2012 (Effective date July 27, 2012))) 
Appendix E - Chapter 30, 44 sec - Shoreline Permits 

((Page 6 of 191)) E6 



(2) Whenever a development falls within the exemptions enumerated in this section. and the 
development is subject to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers section IO permit under the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1899 or a section 404 permit under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
of 1972. Snohomish County shall prepare a letter addressed to the applicant and the regional 
office of the ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecolo~y. indicating the specific exemption 
provision that is being applied to the development and providing a summary of the county's 
analysis of the consistency of the development with the Shoreline Management Act and the 
SMP. 

30.44.125 Application of the permit system to shoreline substantial developments 
undertaken prior to the act. 

(I) Shoreline substantial development. as determined by actual construction or development 
begun upon the shoreline, as opposed to preliminary engineering or planning. undertaken on 
shorelines of the state prior to the effective date of the Shoreline Management Act (SMA). and 
continuing thereafter, shall not require a permit, except under the following circumstances: 

(a) Where the activity was unlawful prior to the effective date of the act: 
(b) Where there has been an unreasonable period of dormancy in the project between its 

inception and the effective date of the act; 
(c) Where the development is not completed \Vithin two years of the effective date of the 

act: 
( d) Where shore I ine substantial development occurred prior to the effective date of the act, 

and continued on to a different shoreline of the state after the effective date of the act: or 
(e) Where shoreline substantial development occurred prior to the effective date of the act. 

and continued into other phases that were not part of the plan being followed at the time 
construction commenced. 

(2) The effective date of the SMA is the most recent of the following dates applicable to the 
shoreline jurisdiction where the substantial development is occurring: 

(a) June I, 1971: 
(b) When a change in the area subject to the jurisdiction of the SMA occurs as a result of a 

determination of jurisdiction by the state Department of Ecology based on the provisions of 
RCW 90.58.030 (2)(d) or (e). the effective date of the act shall be the date the state Department 
of Ecology provides written notice of the change to the county: or 

( c) When a change in the area subject to the jurisdiction of the SMA occurs as a result of an 
updated shoreline master program that supersedes the jurisdiction lists in chapter 173-18, 173-20 
and 173-22 WAC. the effective date of the SMA shall be the date the state Depat1ment of 
Ecology approves the updated master program. 

30.44.130 Review criteria for all shoreline development permits. 

( I )(a) No authorization to use or develop shorelines of the state shall be granted by the county 
unless upon review the use or development is determined to be consistent with the pol icy and 
provisions of the Shoreline Management Act. the SMP and other applicable statutes. plans. 
regulations and policies. The county shall review all shoreline permit applications for 
compliance with the SMP in accordance with the decision flow chart shown in figure 
30.44.130( I )(b). 
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Figure 30.44.130(l)(b) 
Decision Flow Chart for Shoreline Permit Review 
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(2) All proposed uses and development shall be consistent with the policies. procedures and 
provisions of the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. even when no permit is required. 

( 3) Decisions on shore! ine substantial development. shore! ine conditional use. and shore! inc 
variance permits shall comply with the following provisions and procedures as applicable: 

(a) The county's decision shall be based on information from the complete application. 
\Vritten comments from interested persons and observations from a site inspection. The county· s 
decision shall contain findings based upon the record and conclusions which support the 
decision. Such findings and conclusions shall demonstrate how the decision is consistent with 
the SMP. 

(b) In approving a shoreline substantial development. shoreline conditional use. or 
shoreline variance permit. the county may impose any conditions necessary to carry out the 
intent of and assure compliance \Vith the SMP and the Shoreline Management Act. Such 
conditions shall be part of the permit. and shall be binding upon the applicant and the applicant's 
successors or assigns. The permit and conditions shall be appealable under SCC 30.44.250, and 
enforceable under chapter 30.85 SCC. 

(4) Development undertaken pursuant to the issuance of a permit shall be limited to that 
specifically delineated on the official site plan submitted by the applicant and approved by the 
department. The development shall comply with any and all conditions imposed upon such 
permit at its issuance. including any impact mitigation measures identified in documents 
submitted in support of the application. 

30.44.140 Additional review criteria for shoreline conditional use permits. 

(I) Uses or modifications requiring a conditional use permit pursuant to SCC 30.44.110 may 
be allowed only when the applicant can demonstrate all of the following: 

(a) That the proposed use will be consistent with the policies of RCW 90.58.020 and the 
SMP: 

(b) That the proposed use will not interfere with the normal public use of public shore! ines: 
(c) That the proposed use and development of the site and design of the project \viii be 

compatible with other permitted and planned uses within the area; 
(d) That the shoreline development proposal will not result in significant adverse impacts 

on the shoreline environment and that the cumulative impact of additional requests for like 
actions in the area will remain consistent with the policies of the Shoreline Management Act and 
the SMP: and 

( e) That the proposed use \\ i 11 not cause a substantial detrimental effect on the pub! ic 
interest. 

(2) Conditions may be attached to a shoreline conditional use permit to prevent loss of 
ecological functions. to ensure consistency with the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. 
and to address cumulative impacts of the use or modification to the extent reasonably related to 
the proposed development and limited to the development's proportionate share of such 
cumulative impacts. 

(3) A shoreline conditional use permit shall not become final until approved by the state 
Department of Ecology pursuant to SCC 30.44.240. 
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30.44.145 Additional review criteria for shoreline conditional use permits -
Aquaculture. 

In addition to the shoreline permit requirements and review criteria in this chapter, shoreline 
conditional use permits for aquaculture activities are subject to the requirements in SCC 
30.67.510. 

30.44.150 Additional review criteria for a shoreline variance permit. 

The purpose of a shoreline variance permit is strictly limited to granting relief from specific bulk. 
dimensional or performance standards set forth in the SMP vvhere there are extraordinary 
circumstances relating to the physical character or configuration of prope11y such that strict 
implementation of the SMP would impose unnecessary hardships on the applicant or thwart the 
policies set forth in RCW 90.58.020. 

(1) Shoreline variance permits should be granted in circumstances where denial of the 
variance permit would result in a thwarting of the policy enumerated in RCW 90.58.020. 

(2) Shoreline variance permits for development or allowed uses pursuant to SCC 30.67.430 
located landward of the ordinary high vvater mark and landvvard of a wetland may be authorized 
provided the applicant can demonstrate all of the following: 

(a) That extraordinary circumstances exist on the project site: 
(b) That the strict application of the bulk. dimensional or performance standards set forth in 

the SMP creates a hardship by precluding. or significantly interfering with. reasonable use of the 
property: 

(c) That the hardship described in SCC 30.44. l 50(2)(b) is specifically related to the 
property. and is the result of unique conditions such as irregular lot shape. size. or natural 
features and the application of the SMP. and not. for example. from deed restrictions or the 
applicant's own actions: 

(d) That the design of the project is compatible with other authorized uses within the area 
and with uses planned for the area under the Snohomish County comprehensive plan and SMP 
and will not cause adverse impacts to the shoreline environment: 

(e) That the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege not enjoyed by other 
properties in the area: 

(f) That the variance requested is the minimum necessary to afford relief: and 
(g) That the public interest will suffer no substantial detrimental effect. 

(3) J\ shoreline variance permit for development or uses located waterward of the ordinary 
high water mark or within a vvetland. may be authorized provided the applicant can demonstrate 
all of the following: 

(a) That the proposal is consistent with the criteria established under SCC 30.44. I 50(2)(a) 
through (g): and 

(b) That the public rights of navigation and use of the shorelines will not be adversely 
affected. 

(4) In granting a shoreline variance permit. consideration shall be given to the cumulative 
impact of additional requests for like actions in the area. The cumulative impacts of similar 
variance requests in the area shall be consistent with the policies of RCW 90.58.020 and shall not 
cause substantial adverse effects to the shoreline environment. 

(5) Variances from the use and modification regulations in SCC 30.67.420. 30.67.430 and 
30.67.440 are prohibited. 
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(6) A shoreline variance permit shall not become final until approved by the state Department 
of Ecology pursuant to SCC 30.44.240. 

30.44.160 Non-conforming shoreline uses or structures. 

Nern-conforming shoreline uses or structures arc regulated pursuant to SCC 30.67.450. 

PART 200 - PROCESS REQUIREMENTS 

30.44.205 Submittal requirements for shoreline permits. 

A complete application for a shoreline permit shall contain. at a minimum. the following 
information: 

(I) The name. address. email and phone number of the property ovvner. 
(2) The name. address. email and phone number of the applicant and the applicant's 

representative if other than the property owner. 
(3) The location of the property including the property address and parcel identification 

number for all parcels included in the application. When address and parcel identification 
numbers have not been assigned. location may he identified by section. township. range to the 
nearest quarter, quarter section or by latitude and longitude to the nearest minute. All 
applications for projects located in open water areas away from land shall provide a longitude 
and latitude location. 

(4) The name of the associated water body. This should be the water body from which 
shoreline jurisdiction over the project is derived. 

(5) A description of the proposal including the proposed use or uses and the activities 
necessary to accomplish the project. 

(6) A description of the property as it now exists including physical characteristics and any 
improvements and structures. 

(7) A description of the vicinity of the proposed project including identification of adjacent 
uses. structures and improvements. the intensity of adjacent development and physical 
characteristics of adjacent properties. 

( 8) A site development plan consisting of photographs, text, maps and elevation drawings. 
drawn to an appropriate scale clearly depicting the following information: 

(a) The boundary of the parcel(s) of land upon which the development is proposed. 
(h) The ordinary high water mark of all \Valer bodies located adjacent to or within the 

boundary of the project. This may be an approximate location provided. that for any 
development where a determination of consistency with the applicable regulations requires a 
precise location of the ordinary high water mark. the mark shall be located precisely and the 
biological and hydrological basis for the location as indicated on the plans shall be included in 
the development plan. Where the ordinary high water mark is neither adjacent to or within the 
boundary of the project. the plan shall indicate the distance and direction to the nearest ordinary 
high water mark of a shoreline. 

(c) Existing and proposed land contours shall he shown at intervals sufficient to accurately 
determine the existing character of the property and the extent of proposed changes to the land as 
a result of the development. Areas within the boundary of the proposal that will not be altered by 
the development may be indicated as such and contours may be approximated for that area. 

( d) A delineation of all wetlands that are located within the boundary of the proposal and all 
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wetland areas that will be altered or used as a part of the development. 
( e) A description of the character of vegetation found on the site. 
(f) The dimensions and locations of all existing and proposed buildings. structures and 

improvements. including but not limited to: buildings. paved or graveled areas. roads. utilities. 
septic tanks and draintields. material stockpiles or surcharge. and stormwater management 
facilities. 

(g) When applicable. a landscaping plan for the project. 
(h) When applicable. plans for development of areas on or off the site as mitigation for 

impacts associated with the proposed project shall be included and contain information 
consistent with the requirements of this section. 

(i) The quantity in cubic yards. source and composition of any fill material that will be 
placed on the site whether temporary or permanent. 

(j) The quantity in cubic yards. composition and destination of any excavated or dredged 
material that will be removed from the site or transferred on the site. 

(k) A vicinity map showing the relationship of the property and proposed development or 
use to roads. utilities. existing developments and uses on adjacent properties. 

(I) Where applicable, the applicant shall provide a three-dimensional visual simulation. or 
other appropriate graphics. demonstrating the visual impact on the vie\v of the county's 
shorelines or other scenic resources from existing residential uses and public areas. 

(m) On all variance applications the plans shall clearly indicate where development could 
occur without approval of a variance. the physical features and circumstances on the property 
that provide a basis for the request. and the location of structures and uses on adjacent properties. 

30.44.210 Procedures for shoreline permits. 

( 1) Shoreline substantial development. shoreline conditional use. and shoreline variance 
permits are subject to all provisions of chapter 30. 70 SCC. except as specifically modified by 
this chapter. Except for the additional requirement for Department of Ecology review of 
shoreline conditional use and shoreline variance permits pursuant to SCC 30.44.240. all 
applications shall be processed either as a Type I or Type 2 decision in accordance with chapters 
30.71 or 30.72 sec depending 011 the applicable circumstances set fotih in sec 30.44.210(2). 
Appeals of all shoreline permits shall be processed in accordance with SCC 30.44.250. 

(2) A shoreline permit application shall be processed as a Type 2 permit if: 
(a) The department recommends that a shoreline permit be denied: or 
(b) The director determines that a shoreline permit application should be processed as a 

Type 2 decision based on the following factors: 
(i) The presence of significant economic, health, safety, environmental and land use 

issues: or 
(ii) The proposal conflicts with the SMP: 

(3) The depatiment shall notify the applicant, in writing. of the requirement for an open 
record hearing as soon as possible follO\ving the receipt of a complete application for a shoreline 
substantial development. shoreline conditional use. or shoreline variance permit and no later than 
30 days following the publication of the notice of application pursuant to SCC 30.70.050. unless 
a longer period is agreed to in writing by the applicant. 

(4) When processed as a Type 2 decision, an open record public hearing will be conducted 
after the environmental review required pursuant to chapter 30.61 SCC has been conducted and 
the applicable fees according to chapter 30.86 SCC have been paid. 
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(5) The county's decision to approve or deny the shoreline permit shall be mailed within ten 
calendar days to the applicant and to all parties of record. In the case of shoreline conditional 
use and shoreline variance permits. the county's decision shall contain a qualifying statement that 
the county's decision is not final until the Department of Ecology's approval and that review of 
the final decision will be in accordance with the appeal procedure in SCC 30.44.250. 

30.44.220 Time requirements for shoreline permits. 

The following time requirements shall apply to all shoreline substantial development. shoreline 
conditional use. and shoreline variance permits: 

(I) Each permit for a shoreline substantial development. conditional use or variance issued 
by the county shall contain a provision that construction shall not begin and is not authorized 
until 21 days from the date of ((receipt)) filing as defined in SCC 30.44.230(2). or until all 
review proceedings initiated \Vithin 21 days from the date of ((receipt)) filing have been 
terminated; except as provided in RCW 90.58. l 40(5)(a)--attti~ (b). and (c) or SCC 30.44.280. 

(2) The effective date of an approved shoreline substantial development permit shall be the 
date of ((receipt)) filing as provided in SCC 30.44.230(2)(a). The effective date of an approved 
shoreline conditional use or variance permit shall be the date of ((receipt)) filing as provided in 
SCC 30.44.230(2)(b). When the department simultaneouslv transmits to the state department of 
ecologv its decision on a shoreline substantial development permit along with its 
recommendation on a shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance. or both. "date of 
filing" has the same meaning as established in SCC 30.44.230(2)(b). 

(3) Construction activities shall be commenced or. where no construction activities are 
involved. the use or activity shall be commenced v,ithin two years of the effective date of a 
substantial development permit. Substantial progress towards construction shall include. but not 
be limited to the letting of bids. making of contracts, purchase of materials involved in 
development. but shall not include development or initiation of uses which are inconsisknt with 
the policies and regulations of the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. The department 
may authorize·a single extension for a period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors. 
if a request for extension has been filed before the expiration date and notice of the proposed 
extension is given to parties of record on the substantial development permit and to the state 
((Department of Ecology)) department of ecologv. 

( 4) Authorization to conduct development activities shall terminate five years after the 
effective date of a substantial development permit. The county may authorize a single extension 
for a period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors. if a request for extension has 
been filed before the expiration date and notice of the proposed extension is given to parties of 
record and to the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecologv. 

(5) Determination of the time periods described in 30.44.220(3) and (4) shall not include the 
time during which construction or the use or activity was not actually pursued due to the 
pendency of administrative appeals or legal actions or due to the need to obtain any other 
government permits and approvals for the development that authorize the development to 
proceed. including all reasonably related administrative or legal actions on any such permits or 
approvals. 

(6) Shoreline permits for mitigation banks and in-lieu fee programs addressing shoreline 
ecological functions shall expire five years after the effective date of an approved permit 
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pursuant to sec 30.44.220(2). The county may authorize extensions upon a finding of good 
cause. based on requirements and circumstances of the project proposed and consistent with the 
policy and provisions of the SMP and chapter 173-27 WAC. if a request for extension has been 
filed before the expiration date and provided that the Memorandum of Agreement. Mitigation 
Bank Instrument or other documentation authorizing the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program 
remains valid. Notice of the proposed extension shall be given to all pai1ies signatory to the 
authorizing documents. the state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecologv and to all 
parties of record. Extensions may be granted as needed to fulfill the project phases outlined in 
the authorizing documentation provided that each granted extension is valid for a period not to 
exceed five years. In reviewing requests for extensions. if environmental conditions or life. 
health and safety issues arise that were not adequately addressed by the currently valid shoreline 
permit. shoreline permit conditions may be added or revised. If additions or revisions are 
necessary. a fee will be assessed as provided in SCC 30.86.310. Extensions of shoreline 
conditional use permits or shoreline variances must be approved by the state ((Department of 
Ecology)) department of ecologv. 

(7) Nothing in chapter 30.44 sec shall preclude the county from issuing permits with a fixed 
termination date of less than five years. 

30.44.225 Special procedures for limited utility extensions and bulkheads. 

(I) An application for a substantial development permit for a limited utility extension. or the 
construction of a bulkhead. or other measures to protect a single-family residence and its 
appw1enant structures from shoreline erosion shall be subject to all of the requirements of this 
chapter. except that the following time periods and procedures apply: 

(a) The public comment period shall be 21 days. The notice of the application shall state the 
manner in which the public may obtain a copy of the county's decision on the application no 
later than two days fol lowing its issuance; and 

(b) The county shall issue its decision to grant or deny the permit vvithin 21 days of the last 
day of the comment period specified in SCC 30.44.225( I )(a). 

(2) For purposes of this section. a limited utility extension means the extension of a utility 
service that: 

(a) Is categorically exempt under chapter 43.21 C Rew for one or more of the following: 
natural gas. electricity, telephone. water. or sewer: 

(b) Will serve an existing use in compliance \Vith this chapter; and 
(c) Will not extend more than 2.500 linear feet within the shorelines of the state. 

30.44.226 Special procedures for watershed restoration projects. 

The county will review proposed watershed restoration projects. as defined in RCW 89.08.460. 
for consistency with the Shoreline Management Program (SMP) and the restoration element and 
issue its decision with any conditions within forty-five <lays of receiving a complete application 
form from the applicant. No fee will be charged to review proposed watershed restoration 
projects for compliance with the SMP. 

30.44.230 Filing with the state Department of Ecology. 
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(I) Any final decision by the county on an application for a shoreline permit or a shoreline 
permit revision shall be((~)) mailed using return receipt requested mail ((wi-ttt)) to the state 
((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology within ten calendar days of the county's final 
decision. as defined pursuant to WAC 173-27-130( I). When a shoreline substantial development 
permit and a shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance. or both. are required for a 
development the countv shall transmit its final decision on the shoreline substantial development 
permit and its recommendation on the shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance. or 
both. concurrently. Documents to be submitted to the regional office of the state ((Department of 
Ecology)) department of ecologv shall include: 

(a) A copy of the complete application: 
(b) Findings and conclusions that establish the basis for the decision including but not 

limited to identification of shoreline environment designation. applicable master program 
policies and regulations and the consistency of the project with appropriate review criteria for the 
type of permit(s): 

( c) The final decision of the local government; 
(cl) The permit data sheet: and 
(e) Where applicable. documents required by chapter 30.61 SCC and chapter 

RCW. the State Environmental Policy Act. or in lieu thereof. a statement summarizing the 
actions and dates of such actions taken under chapter i RCW. 

(2) For the purposes of this chapter. .. date of ((receipt)) filini.1:· refers to: 
(a) The date ((on ,.,,hich the applicant receives written notice from)) the state 

( (Department of Ecology acknowledging receipt of)) department of ecology receives the 
county's final decision to approve or deny a shoreline substantial development permit; or 

(b) The date ((on which the county or the applicant receives the written decision of)) the 
state ((Department of Ecology)) department of ecology's decision on a variance or conditional 
use permit is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. 

(c) When the department simultaneouslv transmits to the state department of ecology its 
decision on a shoreline substantial development permit with its recommendation on either a 
shoreline conditional use permit or shoreline variance. or both. "date of filing" has the same 
meaning as sec 30.44.230(2)(b). 

30.44.240 Shoreline conditional use and variance permits - review required by state. 

(I) All approvals of shoreline conditional use and variance permits require review from the 
state Department of Ecology pursuant to WAC 173-27-200. The permit approval shall be 
submitted to the state Department of Ecology pursuant to SCC 30.44.230( I). 

(2) Within 30 days of the date of submittal to the state Department of Ecology by the county. 
the state Department of Ecology will transmit to the county and the applicant its final decision 
approving. approving with conditions. or denying the shoreline conditional use or variance 
permit. 

30.44.250 Appeals. 

Any person aggrieved by the granting. denying or rescinding of a shore I ine permit may seek 
review from the state shorelines hearings board by filing a petition for review \Vithin 21 days of 
the date of ((receipt)) filing as defined in SCC 30.44.230(2). 
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30.44.260 Reapplication. 

After the final action regarding the denial of a shoreline permit. an application for a permit 
involving substantially the same development on the property shall not be accepted by the county 
for six months from the date of the denial. 

30.44.270 Revisions to shoreline permits. 

(I) A permit revision is required \vhenever an applicant proposes substantive changes to the 
design. terms or conditions of a project from those that were approved in the shore I ine permit. 
Changes are considered substantive if they materially alter the project in a manner that relates to 
its conformance to the terms and conditions of the permit, the SMP or the policies and provisions 
of chapter 90.58 RCW. Changes which are not substantive in effect do not require approval of a 
revision. When an applicant seeks to revise a permit, the applicant must submit to the 
department detailed plans and text describing the proposed changes. 

(2) If the department determines that the proposed changes arc within the scope and intent of 
the original permit. and are consistent with the SMP and chapter 90.58 RCW. a revision may be 
approved. "Within the scope and intent of the original permit" as used in this section means all 
of the following: 

(a) No additional over-water construction is involved except that pier, dock. or float 
construction may be increased by 500 square feet or ten percent from the provisions of the 
original permit. \Vhichever is less: 

(b) Lot coverage and height may be increased a maximum of ten percent from the 
provisions of the original permit: 

( c) The revised permit docs not authorize development to exceed height. lot coverage. 
setback. or any other requirements of the SMP except as authorized under a variance granted as 
the original permit or part thereof: 

(d) Additional or revised landscaping is consistent with any of the conditions of the original 
permit and with the SMP; 

( e) The use authorized in the original permit is not changed: and 
(t) No adverse environmental impact will be caused by the project revision. 

(3) Revisions to permits may be authorized after the original permit authorization has expired 
under SCC 30.44.220. The purpose of such revisions shall he limited to authorization of changes 
which arc consistent with this section and which would not require a permit for the development 
or change proposed under chapter 90.58 RCW. the SMP and this section. If the proposed change 
constitutes substantial development. then a new permit is required. Provided. this subsection 
shall not be used to extend the time requirements of the original permit or to authorize substantial 
development beyond the time limits of the original permit. 

( 4) If the sum of the proposed revision and any previously approved revisions violate the 
provisions in SCC 30.44.270(3). the department shall require that the applicant apply for a ne\\ 
permit. 

(5) The revision approval. including the revised site plans and text consistent with the 
provisions of SCC 30.44.205 as necessary to clearly indicate the authorized changes. and the 
final ruling on consistency with this section shall be filed with the state ((Department of 
Ecology)) department of ecologv. In addition. the county shall notify parties of record of the 
action. 
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(6) If the revision to the original permit involves a conditional use or variance. the department 
shall submit the revision to the state Department of Ecology for approval. approval v,ith 
conditions. or denial. and shall indicate that the revision is being submitted under the 
requirements of WAC 173-27-100(6). The state ((Department of Ecology)) department of 
ecologv shall render and transmit to the county and the applicant its final decision within 15 days 
of the date of its receipt of the submittal from the county. The department shall notify parties of 
record of the state ( (Department of Ecology· s)) department of ecology· s final decision. 

(7) The revised permit is effective immediately upon final decision by the county or. when 
appropriate under SCC 30.44.270(6). upon final action by the state ((Department of Ecology)) 
department of ecologv. 

(8) Appeals shall be to the state shorelines hearings board in accordance with RCW 90.58.180 
and shall be filed within 21 days from the date of receipt of the county's action by the state 
((Department of Ecology)) department ofecologv or. when appropriate under SCC 30.44.270(6) 
of this section. the date the state ((Department of Ecology's)) department of ecology's final 
decision is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. Appeals shall be based only upon 
contentions of noncompliance with the provisions of SCC 30.44.270(2). Construction undertaken 
pursuant to that portion of a revised permit not authorized under the original permit is at the 
applicant's own risk unti I the expiration of the appeal deadline. If an appeal is successful in 
proving that a revision is not within the scope and intent of the original permit. the decision shall 
have no bearing on the original permit. 

30.44.280 Emergency activities. 

The department may approve construction of temporary structures. uses or modifications in an 
emergency as defined in SCC 30.91 E. I 00 without first requiring any required shoreline permits. 
as established in this section. 

(I) Request for emergency construction shall be made in writing to the department. 
Emergency approvals shall be granted in writing by the department only when action must be 
taken immediately. or vvithin a time too short to allov, for processing of a permit. All emergency 
construction shall be consistent with the policies of chapter 90.58 RCW and the requirements of 
the SMP. Upon abatement of the emergency situation. any new use, modification or structure 
shall be removed or applications for any required project permits necessary to satisfy compliance 
with this chapter shall be submitted to the department within 120 days of the start of the action 
taken. For actions not requiring permits. compliance with this chapter shall occur within a 
reasonable time period not to exceed twelve months. 

(2) A declaration of emergency for shoreline stabilization measures shall only be used to 
protect existing development or farmland, as defined in SCC 30.91 F .140. or to prevent 
impairment of channel function. and only \Vhen one of the following exists: 

(a) Imminent danger exists as a result of high water. and damage is expected due to 
flooding conditions for which appropriate flood warnings have been issued: 

(b) Damage is occurring as a result of floodwaters at or exceeding flood stage as 
defined by the appropriate authority: or 

( c) Property has been damaged and rendered unstable by previous flooding and is in 
such condition that future flooding will cause additional damage if protective measures are not 
taken; provided the county engineer has issued written approval of the emergency protective 
measures sought. such approval being based upon the following findings: 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. ((Page 17 of 191)) E17 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
(/ApproYed by Washington State Department of Ecology on Juiy 13. 2012 (Effectll'e date Juiy 27, 2012))) 
Appendix E - Chapter 30.44 SCC- Shoreline Permits 



(i) Any protective measures do not exceed $5.000 in value as measured by the 
total cost or fair market value of the improvements. whichever is greater: 

(ii) Insufficient time exists to obtain a shoreline permit prior to the likelihood of 
future flooding and/or seasonal deadlines for construction in streamway channels; and 

(iii) The person seeking to undertake emergency protective measures has applied 
to the county engineer for approval of such emergency protective measures within 120 days of 
the occurrence of damage by previous flooding. 

30.44.290 Fees. 

Except as provided in SCC 30.44.226. filing fees required for permits obtained pursuant to this 
chapter shall be paid to the department at the time an application is submitted. Appiicahie fees 
are set forth in sec 30.86.310. 

30.44.295 Rescission of shoreline permits. 

Whenever any development occurs in violation of a permit issued pursuant to this chapter. the 
county may. concurrent with or as an alternative to any other remedy provided by this title or 
other law or ordinance. initiate permit rescission proceedings by scheduling a public hearing 
before the hearing examiner and serving the applicant with written notice thereof. Notice shall 
he provided in accordance with SCC 30.70.045 and 30.70.050 and contain a general description 
of the alleged noncompliance and date. time and place of public hearing. It shall he served on 
the applicant by registered mail at least 15 calendar days prior to such hearing. The permit 
rescission request shall he processed as a Type 2 decision in accordance with the procedures 
established in chapter 30.72 sec. 

30.44.300 Ordinary high water mark determinations. 
Ordinary high water mark determinations shall he made using the state department of ecology" s 
guidance document titled Determining the Ordinarv High Water Mark [or 5,'horeline 
Management Act Compliance in Washington State (Publication No. 16-06-029). dated October 
2016 or as suhsequcntlv amended or revised 
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Appendix F - Chapter 30. 67 sec - Shoreline Management 
Program 

The SMP development regulations are contained chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC are included 
as Appendix E and F of this document. The reader always should ensure that he or she is 
relying on the most current version of chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC by contacting the 
Snohomish County Department of Planning and Development Services (PDS) or the Office of 
the Code Reviser, or by reviewing the on-line version of the sec at www.snoco.org. In the 
event inconsistencies exist between the summary of the sec provisions contained in this 
document and the actual SCC provisions, the actual provisions control. 

((Amended Ord. No. 12 025 adopted June 6.1012. Effective date July 27. 2012.)) 
Amended Ord. No. 19- adopted [date of adoption), Effective date [date]. 
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Chapter 30.67 SCC Shoreline Management Program 

General. 
Purpose. 
Applicability. 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) components and relationship to 
comprehensive plan. 
Relationship to chapter 30.61 SCC - environmental impacts. 
Relationship to critical area regulations. chapters 30.62A. 30.62B. 30.62C and 
30.65 sec. 
Relationship to other regulatory requirements. 

Procedures. 
Amendments to the SMP. 
Administration and enforcement. 

Shoreline designations and maps. 
Shoreline environment designations. 
Shoreline environment designation maps. 
Shorelines of statewide significance. 

General regulations to comply with Shoreline Management Act goals. 
Compliance required even when shoreline permit not required. 
No net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 
Public access. 
Cultural. archaeological and historical resources. 
Water quality. storm water. and nonpoint pollution. 

Shoreline uses and modifications - General regulations. 
Use preference within shorelines - location. 
Prohibited uses. 
Allowed and conditional uses and modifications. 
Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix. 
Non-conforming uses or structures. 
Bulk standards. 
Temporary emergency use. modification or structure. 

Specific shoreline uses and modifications. 
Purpose. 
Agriculture. 
Aquaculture. 
Boating facilities. 
Breakwaters. jetties. groins and other in-water structures. 
Commercial. 
Dredging and spoil disposal. 
Fill. 
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30.67.540 
30.67.545 
30.67.550 
30.67.555 
30.67.560 
30.67.565 
30.67.570 
30.67.575 
30.67.580 
30.67.585 
30.67.590 
30.67.595 
30.67.599 

PART 000 

30.67.010 

Flood protection measures. 
Forestry. 
Industry and Ports. 
Institutional. 
Mining. 
Recreation. 
Residential. 
Shoreline and bank stabilization. 
Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement. 
Signs. 
Transportation. circulation and parking. 
Utility facilities. 
Vegetation conservation and management. 

General. 

Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is: 
(I) To implement the goals of the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) (chapter 90.58 RCW) 

and the state Department of Ecology's implementing guidelines (chapter 173-26 WAC): and 
(2) To provide a uniform basis for applying Snohomish County Shoreline Management 

Program (SMP) policies and development regulations within distinctive shoreline areas. 

30.67.020 Applicability. 

This chapter applies to all land uses. modifications. development activities. actions requiring 
project permits or approvals. clearing and agricultural activities as per RCW 90.58.065 vvithin 
the county's shore! ines of statewide significance. shore I ines and shore lands. 

30.67.030 Shoreline Management Program (SMP) - components and relationship to 
comprehensive plan. 

(I) The SMP consists of the following three components: 
(a) A document titled Shoreline Management Program: 5,'horeline Environment 

Designations. Policies and Regulations: 
(b) A series of ((44)) 47 maps indexed by township and range and originally compiled at a 

scale of I :24,000 that comprise the official delineation of the county's shoreline jurisdiction and 
assignment of shoreline environment designations: and 

(c) The following regulations: 
ill Shoreline regulations contained in this chapter: and 
(((d) Critical area regulation~; in chapters 30.62A. 30.628 and 30.62C SCC as adopted 
in Amended Ordinance 06 061 on August I. 2007. and chapter 30.65 SCC as adopted 
in Amended Ordinance No. 07 005 on February 21. 2007.)) 
(ii) Critical area regulations in chapter 30.62A SCC. last amended bv f this ordinance] 
on (the effective date of this ordinance L chapter 30.628 SCC. last amended by 
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Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2.2015. chapter 30.62C SCC. last 
amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2. 2015. and chapter 30.65 
SCC. last amended by Amended Ordinance 12-025 on June 6.2012. 

(2) The goals and policies of the SMP are considered an clement of the comprehensive plan 
pursuant to sec 30.10.065. 

30.67.040 Relationship to chapter 30.61 sec - environmental impacts. 

Shoreline protective measures required by this chapter shall constitute adequate mitigation of 
adverse or significant impacts on shoreline ecological functions pursuant to chapter 30.61 SCC 
when such a determination is made under RCW 43.21 C.240. 

30.67.060 Relationship to Critical Area Regulations, chapters 30.62A, 30.628, 30.62C 
and 30.65 sec. 
( l) Critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction are subject to the regulations contained in 
((chapters 30.62A. 30.62H. 30.62C as adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 06 061 August I. 
2007. and 30.65 SCC as adopted by Amended Ordinance No. 07 005 on February 21. 2007)). 
chapter 30.62A SCC. last amended by [this ordinance] on !the effective date of this ordinance]. 
chapter 30.628 SCC. last amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2. 2015. 
chapter 30.62C SCC. last amended by Amended Ordinance 15-034 on September 2.2015. and 
chapter 30.65 SCC. last amended bv Amended Ordinance 12-025 on June 6.2012. except as 
modified by sec 30.67.060(2)-=:J.2}. 

(2) The following provisions in ((chapter)) chapters 30.62A and 30.62B SCC are modified as 
described for critical areas located ,vithin shoreline jurisdiction: 

(a) SCC 30.62A.540 relating to reasonable use does not apply((-::)t 
(b) When public access is required pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq .. access design requirements necessary to meet the ADA shall 
supersede the requirements of SCC 30.62A.320(2)(d)((-::)L 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions in SCC 30.62A.6 l O and SCC 30.628.510. agricultural 
activities within shoreline jurisdiction and which are subject to the provisions in the 
Shoreline Management Act per RCW 90.58.065 shall protect critical areas pursuant to the 
requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC ((30.62A)). Part 600 and chapter 30.62B SCC. Part 
500; except that the provisions in SCC 30.62A.630( I )(c)(i) and 30.frJ8.530( l )(c)(i) do not 
applv within shoreline jurisdiction. 

(d) When the ((setback)) deviation provisions of ((SCC 30.62B.310(2)(b))) SCC 
30.62B.340( I) are utilized for a project proposal for structures that include habitable space. a 
shoreline variance permit is required((-::)L 

(((e)When the single family residential development exception in buffers provisions in 
SCC 30.62/\.520 are utilized for a project proposal. the folllw<'ing additional condition:; 

awif. 
(i) A shoreline variance permit i'., required when over 2,500 square feet of buffer is 
disturbed: and 
(ii) A !,horeline variance permit is required for expansion of an e~cisting single family 
residence or accessory structure:)) 

(e) The following provisions applv to new single-familv residential development on 
waterfront propertv: 
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(i) When the provisions of SCC 30.62A.520 are utilized for a project proposal. the 
development shall not disturb more than 2.500 square feet of the buffer: and 
(ii) When the provisions of SCC 30.62A.520 cannot be utilized due to lot constraints. 
the buffer mav be reduced in excess of fiftv percent of the standard buffer in SCC 
30.62A.3?0 when: 

(A) there is not 2.500 square feet of area available for the development even when 
the standard buffer is reduced bv fifty percent 
(B) the development will be located as far as possible from the ordinary high 
v,ater mark: 
(C) the development will not require new structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measure: and 
(D) the standard buffer will not be reduced to less than is allowed for project 
proposals utilizing the provisions of SCC 30.67.060(3) or 25 feet. whichever is 
greater. including appurtenances such as decks and patios. 

(iii) If a proposal for a single-family residence cannot meet the requirements of (i) or 
(ii) of this subsection. then a shoreline variance permit is required. 
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Figure 30.67.060(2)(e)(ii) - Illustration of How SCC 30.67.060(2)(e)(ii) Might Be Applied 

Diagram Key 

150-foot standard buffer 

75 foot reduced buffer 

Extent of disturbance 

Less than 2.'>00 square feet 
available for development 

Proposed drainfield 

Proposed residence 

Proposed appurtenance 

Existing residen< e 

150-foot 
~ standard 

buffer 

7 5-foot 
~ redu{ed 

buffer 

In this diaciram, a new single-family residence and appurtenance are proposed to be located on a constr,1ined waterfront lot Alter 
the stand,1rd buffer has been reduced by 50°,i,, there is not 2,500 square feE't of ilrE'a available for the development. Therefore, the 
proposed development may extend into the 75-foot reduced buffer. 

(f) ((In addition to the provisions in SCC 30.62B.330(3). the following activities are 
allowed within channel migration zones: re'.,toration or enhancement of shoreline 
ecological function'.,; and mitigation for impacts to shoreline ecological functions. 
including but not limited to mitigation banks:)) 
The following provisions applv to expansions of existing single-family residences on 
waterfront propertv when all or a portion of the development is located less than 150 feet 
from the ordinarv high water mark: 

(i) No portion of the proposed project mav be located closer to the ordinary high water 
mark than the existing single-family residence. including existing patios and single
familv residential appurtenances attached to the residence: 
(ii) Existing decks. patios or impervious surfaces located between the foundation of the 
house and the ordinary high water mark shall not be enclosed or expanded: and 
(iii) A shoreline variance permit is required \Vhen a development proposal exceeds the 
thresholds described in SCC 30.62A.520(5). 
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(g) New ((single family)) single-family residential development, expansions of existing 
((single family)) single-familv residences~ and ordinary residential improvements on existing lots 
allovved in buffers under SCC 30.62A.520 shall require enhancement of existing buffers based 
on the criteria in ((SCC 30.62A.520( 11 ))) SCC 30.62A.520( 12) and shall meet these additional 
requirements: 

(i) Vegetation enhancement efforts shall ensure that the final vegetation condition 
is capable of mitigating impacts and maintaining existing ecological functions. 

(ii) If the shoreline is unmodified and/or the vegetation is relatively intact. the 
mitigation plan shall provide alternatives. such as out-of-kind mitigation by restoring other 
degraded ecological functions, or by using off-site mitigation. 

(iii) Where modifications such as fill, armoring. patios. etc., have been placed in 
the buffer. these modifications shall be removed or reduced to the extent necessary to mitigate 
impacts on the buffer. As guidance. non-water-dependent facilities such as patios should be 
removed. accesses should be reduced to the minimum needed to provide access, and armoring 
should be replaced with natural vegetation or non-structural measures((-;-) t 

(((h) \Vhen buffer reduction provisions of SCC 30.62A.320( I )(f) or (g) are utilized for a 
project proposal, the maximum allowed reduction is 25 percent of the standard buffer 
width contained in SCC 30.62A.320( I )(a). Buffer reduction in excess of 25% of the 
standard buffer 1.vidth require a shoreline variance permit; and)) 

(((i) The provisions in SCC 30.62/\.630( I )(c)(i) and 30.62B.530( I )(c)(i) do not apply within 
shoreline jurisdiction.)) 
(3) As an alternative to the provisions of subsection ( 2)( e) of this section. an exception to the 
standard buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC is allowed without a shoreline 
variance as follovvs: 

(a) The project proposal must be for a new single-family residence on a lot without an 
existing dwelling located on the shorelines of Lake Goodwin. Lake Shoecrafl. Lake Ki. 
Lake Loma. Lake Ketchum. John Sam Lake. Lake Howard. Flowing Lake. Lake Stevens. 
Lake Roesiger. Martha Lake (in Lynnwood). Lake Bosworth. Lake Serene or Lake 
Stickney; 
(b) New single-familv residences proposed on the lots identified in subsection (3)(a) of this 
section are subject to the buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC unless the 
nearest legally-established single-family residence built before Julv 1.2019. on one side of 
the lot or the other has a lesser buffer width than required under current chapter 30.62A 
sec. In cases where the nearest lcgallv-established single-familv residence has a lesser 
buffer width than required under current chapter 30.62A SCC. the required buffer width 
mav be reduced to the average of the buffer widths on either side of the lot established bv 
drawing a line between the closest point of each of the nearest legally-established single
familv residences built before July I. 20 I 9. excluding appurtenances attached thereto. to 
the ordinary high water mark in the manner depicted in sec Figure 30.67.060(3)(a): 
(c) The reduced buffer width shall be measured from the ordinary high water mark of the 
shoreline to the nearest point of the proposed residence. including appu11enances such as 
decks and patios. unless there is an associated wetland. In cases where there is an 
associated wetland on the shoreline of the lot. the reduced buffer width shall be measured 
from the landward edge of the \Vet land in the manner depicted in SCC Figure 
30.67.060(3 )(b): 
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(d) In no case shall the buffer width be reduced to less than 25 feet: and 
(e) In no case shall the exception to the standard buffer width requirements in chapter 
30.62A SCC described in this section be used to reduce the requirements for landslide 
hazard areas in chapter 30.62B SCC. 

Figure 30.67.060(3)(a)- Reduced Buffer Width From Ordinary lligh Water Mark Based 
on Nearest Lee:allv-Established Single-Familv Residence on Either Side of the Subject Lot 

n 

Proposed Deck 
(Appurtenance) 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. 
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Figure 30.67.060(3)(b)- Reduced Buffer Width From Associated Wetland Based on Nearest 
Legallv-Established Single-Familv Residence on Either Side of the Subject Lot 

Proposed Deck 
(Appurtenance, 

((8-)))i:!J. Except as specifically modified by sec 30.67.060(2) and (3). where there are 
conflicts between the provisions of this chapter and the provisions of chapters 30.62A. 30.62B. 
30.62C and 30.65 SCC. the more ecologically protective provision shall apply. as determined by 
the department. 
((f4})) fil When the innovative development design provisions of sec 30.62A.350 are utilized 
for a project proposal. a shoreline variance permit is required. except that projects solely for 
ecological restoration or enhancement ((using the provisions of SCC 30.62/\.350)) are not 
required to obtain a shoreline variance permit. 

30.67.070 Relationship to other regulatory requirements. 

The project proponent is responsible for complying with all applicable federal, state, and local 
regulations. Compliance with the SMP does not necessarily constitute compliance with other 
Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
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((Approved by Washington State Department of Ecology on Jwly 13. 2012 (Effective date Jw.'y 27. 2012))) 
Appendix F - Chapter 30. 67 SCC - Shoreline Management Program 

((Page 9 of 191))F9 



regulations and permit requirements that may apply within shoreline jurisdiction. Where other 
agencies or entities have concurrent jurisdiction over the proposed development and the 
department determines that the permit conditions imposed by such agencies or entities satisfy the 
requirements of this chapter, those permit conditions may be relied upon for the purpose of 
determining compliance v,ith the requirements of this chapter. 

PART 100 Procedures. 

30.67.110 Amendments to the SMP. 

(I) Amendments to the SMP will be processed as Type 3 legislative decisions pursuant to 
chapter 30. 73 sec. 

(2) Amendments to the SMP may be proposed under the provisions of SCC 30.74. 
(3) Any locally approved amendments to the SMP will not become effective until approved 

by the state Department of Ecology. 

30.67.120 Administration and enforcement. 

(I) Shoreline permit requirements and processes are regulated pursuant to chapter 30.44 SCC. 
(2) Shoreline permit and review fees are established in chapter 30.86 SCC. 
(3) The provisions of the SMP will he enforced under the provisions of chapter 30.85 SCC. 
(4) The provisions listed in SCC 30.67.120( 1) through (3) are not components of the SMP. 

PART 200 Shoreline designations and maps. 

30.67.210 Shoreline environment designations. 

(I) The county has designated shorelines pursuant to chapter 90.58 RCW by defining them. 
providing criteria for their identification and establishing the shoreline ecological functions to be 
protected. Project proponents are responsible for determining whether a shoreline exists and is 
regulated pursuant to this chapter. The department \viii verify on a case-by-case basis the 
presence of shorelines identified in shoreline applications. Specific criteria for the designation of 
shorelines areas are contained in section 2.2 of the Shoreline J\1mwgement Pm gram: Shoreline 
Environment Designations. Policies and Regulatiolls, and in SCC 30.67.220. 

(2) The SMP classifies shorelines into one of seven shoreline environment designations 
consistent with the purpose and designation criteria in section 2.2 of the 5;horeline .Vanagement 
Program: 5;horeline Environment Designations. Policies alld Regulations. The seven shoreline 
environment designations include: Aquatic. Natural. Resource. Municipal Watershed Utility. 
Rural Conservancy. Urban Conservancy and Urban. 

30.67.220 Shoreline environment designation maps. 

( 1) The shoreline environment designation maps generally depict the location of shoreline 
jurisdiction, however. the determination of whether a specific site is within shoreline jurisdiction 
is determined case-by-case based on the prope1ty's location and physical characteristics and 
features. For property determined to be located v,ithin shoreline jurisdiction and not designated 
on the official maps and not subject to SCC 30.67.220(2). the shoreline environment designation 
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shall be based on the shoreline environment designation criteria and the following additional 
criteria as applicable: 

(a) Property or portions of property, including associated wetlands, located waterward of 
the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), shall be considered Aquatic; 

(b) Property or portions of property located landward of the OHWM on bars and islands 
on rivers and streams shall be considered Natural; 

( c) Property or portions of property located landward of the OHWM and within an urban 
growth area shall be considered Urban and subject to further review for designation as Urban 
Conservancy based on the criteria in section 2.2.6 of Shoreline Management Program: 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations; 

(d) Property or portions of a property located landward of the OHWM and outside of an 
urban growth area, and not zoned A-10, F, F&R, or MC, shall be considered Rural Conservancy 
and subject to further review for designation as Natural based on the criteria in section 2.2.2 of 
Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and 
Regulations; 

( e) Property or portions of a property located landward of the OHWM and outside of an 
urban growth area and zoned A-10, F, F&R, or MC, shall be considered Resource and subject to 
further review for designation as Natural based on the criteria in section 2.2.2 of Shoreline 
Management Progrnm: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations; and 

(f) Associated wetlands located landward of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) 
shall be designated consistent with the adjacent designation of the associated shoreland. 

(2) Non-federal lands lying within the exterior boundaries of federal lands and those federal 
lands leased by the federal government to other persons, which fall within the definition of 
shorelines of the state or shorclands and are subject to the county's SMP, shall be designated as 
follows: 

(a) The Aquatic shoreline environment shall be applied below the ordinary high water 
mark; 

(b) The Natural shoreline environment shall be applied to all shoreline jurisdiction above 
the ordinary high water mark when federal lands are within a designated wilderness area; and 

(c) The Resource shoreline environment designation shall be applied to all shoreline 
jurisdiction not meeting the criteria in 30.67.220(2)(a) or (b). 

(3) Unless otherwise specified by the shoreline environment designation criteria or other 
established points, lines, or features, the designation boundary lines arc the ordinary high water 
mark of water bodies, and the centerlines of rights-of-way, public alleys, parkways, or railroad 
rights-of-way. 

(4) Shoreline environment designations shall not change as a result of the vacation of a right
of-way, a road or an alley. 

(5) All shoreline boundary determinations shall be consistent with the designation criteria for 
the shoreline environment designations. 

30.67.230 Shorelines of statewide significance. 

In Snohomish County, shorelines of statewide significance include: Lake Stevens, Spada Lake, 
Sauk River, North and South Forks of the Stillaguarnish River, Snohomish River, Skykomish 
River (including North Fork), Snoqualmie River, Skagit Bay, Stillaguamish River Estuary and 
the Snohomish River Estuary. Also included as shorelines of statewide significance are the non-
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tideland areas of the unincorporated portions of the Puget Sound, Possession Sound, Port 
Gardner, and Po11 Susan. 

PART 300 General regulations to comply with Shoreline Management Act goals. 

30.67.310 Compliance required even when shoreline permit not required. 

All proposed land uses, modifications, development, clearing or new agricultural activities 
occurring within shoreline jurisdiction, including any development exempt from obtaining a 
shoreline substantial development permit pursuant to SCC 30.44.120, must conform to the 
Shoreline Management Act and the SMP goals and policies unless not subject to the Shoreline 
Management Act pursuant to SCC 30.44.020. 

30.67.320 No net loss of shoreline ecological functions. 

(1) All proposed land uses, modifications, development or new agricultural activities shall 
be designed and conducted to achieve no net loss of shoreline ecological functions as defined in 
WAC 173-26-201(3)(d)(i)(C). 

(2) Project proponents shall make all reasonable efforts to avoid and minimize impacts to 
wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, and their buffers as required under SCC 
30.62A.310(3)(a). 

30.67.330 Public access. 

(I) Unless the conditions in 30.67.330(2) apply, provision of public access to the water is 
required for all new private and public developments, including land division, with the exception 
of the following: 

(a) ((Single famity)) single-family dwellings; duplexes; ((t,ingle family)) =="--'-'"-'-'-'=-.1-

detached units, townhouses, and condominiums creating four or ((.f€w)) fewer parcels or 
dwelling units; and multi-family developments of four or fewer lots or dwelling units; and 

(b) Agricultural/ranching activities other than dikes. 
(2) Provision of public access will not be required when at least one of the following 

conditions apply: 
(a) Hazards to public health, safety or site security exist which cannot be alleviated by 

site planning and design or by restricting hours of public access; 
(b) Provision of public access would result in significant adverse impacts to shoreline 

ecological functions that cannot be mitigated on-site; or 
( c) The requirement of providing public access for a particular project violates 

constitutional standards related to nexus and rough proportionality. 
(3) Provisions for public access are subject to the following standards: 

(a) Except as restricted pursuant to SCC 30.67.330(3)(e), public access shall be a 
physical improvement in the form of any one or combination of the following: walkway, 
bikeway, corridor, viewpoint, park, deck, observation tower, pier, boat-launching ramp, transient 
moorage, or other areas serving as a means of view or physical approach to public waters for the 
public. Public access may also include, but not be limited to, interpretive centers and displays 
explaining historical events or shoreline ecology; 
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(b) The minimum public access shall consist of an improved \valkway at least five feet 
wide on an easement ten feet wide, leading from the street or from a public walkway directly to 
a waterfront use area or to an area on the property from which the water 
and water activities can be observed. There shall be no significant obstruction of the view from 
this viewpoint; 

(c) Maintenance of the public access shall be the responsibility of the owner or 
developer; 

(d) Public access sites shall be available for public use at the time of first occupancy or 
use of the development or activity; 

(e) While docks, piers and other permanent moorages are not allowed in the Urban 
Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment designations, or the Aquatic shoreline 
environment designation adjacent to the Urban Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment 
designations, floating walkways or other similar over-water pedestrian structures facilitating 
access to observation points or viewing areas are pennitted provided they are constructed to 
minimize alteration of natural conditions; and 

(f) All subdivisions required to provide public access pursuant to SCC 30.67.570( 1 )(e) 
that border publicly-owned or controlled shorelines shall provide at least one dedicated public 
access to the puhlically-owned or controlled shoreline. 

30.67.340 Cultural, archaeological and historical resources. 

( 1) Developers and property owners shall immediately stop work and notify the county, the 
state oHice of archaeology and historic preservation and affected Indian tribes if archaeological 
resources are uncovered during excavation. 

(2) Permits issued in areas documented to contain archaeological resources shall require a site 
inspection or evaluation by a professional archaeologist in coordination with affected Indian 
tribes. 

30.67.350 Water quality, storm water, and nonpoint pollution. 

Where chapters 30.63A or 30.6313 SCC allow alternative measures or facilities to protect water 
quality, manage storrnwater or prevent nonpoint pollution, the county will evaluate the 
alternatives based on the following criteria: 

(1) The alternatives must be consistent with the shoreline management policies for the 
appropriate shoreline environment designation in section 2.2 of Snohomish County Shoreline 
Management Program: Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations; and 

(2) The alternative that provides the greatest level of protection of shoreline ecological 
functions shall apply. 

PART 400 Shoreline uses and modifications - General regulations. 

30.67.410 Use preference within shoreline jurisdiction - location. 

(1) All shoreline uses, development or modifications located entirely or in part 200 feet or 
less from the ordinary high water mark or floodway, whichever is closer, unless separated from 
the shoreline of the state by another property or a public right-of-way, are subject to the 
following requirements: 
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(a) They must be or support an allowable primary shoreline use in conformance with the 
provisions of the SMP. Development that is not related or incidental to a conforming shoreline 
use is prohibited, except as provided in sec 30.67.4 l 0( I)( c ); 

(b) Commercial or industrial primary shoreline uses or development must be water
oriented uses or development subject to the provisions of sec 30.67.525 or sec 30.67.550 as 
applicable; and 

( c) Shoreline modifications are allowed when necessary to protect existing legally 
established non-confonning uses or primary structures provided the modification is consistent 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

(2) Uses, development or modifications in portions of shoreline jurisdiction entirely located 
more than 200 feet from the ordinary high water mark or floodway, whichever is closer, or 
separated from the shoreline of the state by another property or a public right-of-way, shall be 
deemed to have no use connection with the water body. These developments shall be subject to 
all other policies and regulations of this chapter except the policies and regulations of this SMP 
which require: 

(a) The use or development to be water-oriented; and 
(b) Provision of public access. 

30.67.420 Prohibited uses. 

The following uses are prohibited in shoreline jurisdiction: 
(1) Asphalt batch plant and continuous mix asphalt plant; 
(2) Major auto repair; 
(3) Auto wrecking yard or junk yard; 
( 4) Billboards and animated signs; 
(5) Commercial vehicle storage facility; 
( 6) Distillation of wood, coal or bones or manufacturing of their by-products; 
(7) Explosive manufacturing or storage; 
( 8) Floating homes, except those permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011; 
(9) Forestry industry storage and forestry equipment maintenance facility, except log 

storage; 
( I 0) Forge, foundry, blast furnace or melting of ore; 
( 11) Fuel or coal yard; 
(12) Hazardous waste storage or treatment facilities; 
( 13) Storage or refining of petroleum products or gas; 
(14) Rolling or blooming mills; 
( 15) Sanitary landfill; 
( 16) Sludge utilization; 
( 17) Stockyard or slaughter house; 
(18) Tannery; 
(19) Tar distillation or manufacturing; 
(20) Transit center; and 
(21) Woodwaste recycling or storage, including temporary activities except when in 

conjunction with an approved shoreline ecological restoration or soil bioengineering project. 

30.67.430 Allowed and conditional uses and modifications. 
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( 1) The shoreline uses and shoreline modifications identified in Table 1 are either permitted, 
conditionally allowed or prohibited within the specific shoreline environment designation as 
indicated by the following: 

(a) "P" indicates that the use or modification is permitted; 
(b) "C" indicates that the use is allmvcd subject to a shoreline conditional use permit; 
( c) "P or c· indicates that the overwater portion of the use or modification is permitted in 

the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where permitted in the adjacent 
upland environment, subject to a shoreline conditional use permit in the Aquatic 
shoreline environment designation where conditional in the adjacent upland 
environment and prohibited in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where 
prohibited in the adjacent upland environment; and 

(d) A blank cell in the table indicates that the use or modification is prohibited in that 
specific shoreline environment. 

(2) Compliance with chapters 30.22 and 30.23 SCC is also required. 
(3) Uses and modifications identified in Table 1 are subject to the shoreline use and 

modification development standards in Part 500 of this chapter. lrthere is a conflict between the 
information in SCC 30.67.430, Table 1, and the specific use and modification regulations in SCC 
30.67, Part 500, the requirements of SCC 30.67, Part 500 shall prevail. 

( 4) The department may condition shoreline permits or approvals for uses or modifications as 
necessary to ensure compliance with: 

(a) Chapter 90.58 RCW and the provisions in this chapter; 
(b) The policies in the Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 

Designations, Policies and Regulations; and 
( c) Any other applicable federal, state and local rules and regulations. 

(5) Uses or modifications not listed in SCC 30.6 7.420 or 30.67.430( 1 ), Table 1, must obtain a 
shoreline conditional use permit even though the use or modification may not require a shoreline 
substantial development permit. 
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30.67.430 - Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 
Land use or modification 

Urban Rural 
Municipal 

I Urban Conservancy Conservancy 
Resource Watershed Natural 

Utility1 
' 

Agricultural activities 3 p p p p C 
Manure lagoons C p p 
Livestock flood sanctuaries p C p p 

Aquaculture 4
•
12 

Non-Commercial Activities (non-processing) 36 p p p p p 35 p 
Commercial Activities (non-processing) ((P))Q C C 
Processing 7 ((P))C ((P)) C ((P)) C p 35 

Boating Facilities: 4
· 

13 

Marina p C 
Yacht/ boat club p C 
Boat launch facility p p p 

I 

- Boat launch facility (boat ramp only) p C p p p C 
((GBck (private))) ((P)) ((G)) ((P)) ((G)) 
( (BoatHOUSe-(,i,rivatB1)) ({P)) ((P)) ((G)) 
((Deck/ pier/ boathouse-tj)U~·BmmefBat))) ((P)) ((P)) ((G)) 
( (i;:IBatSc-mBef+%-oooy&)) ((P)) ((G)) ((P)) ((P)) 
Boat Mooring Facilities: 1.1.s 

Dock (Qrivate) E g_ E E 
Boathouse (Qrivate) E E E -
Dock / Qier / boathouse (Qublic, commercial) E E E -
Floats, moorina buovs p C p I C 
Breakwaters, jetties, groins, other in-water 

C,P p C, p 
I 

C.P p C 
structures 4

· 
5

· 
14 

Commercial 10, 15 p p p 

Dredging 4
' 

16 I C 
~_Dredge spoil disposal 4

· 
16 C cs C C C co 

Fill 4. 11 p C, ps p p p C ps 

Flood protection: 4
, 

18 

Non-structural p p p p p p 
Structural 11 p p5 p p p 

F orestrv 8
• 

19 p C P,C P.C P, C I P,C p C 
-----

Industrial and Ports ,u ,c p p p 
-

Institutional uses 21 p p C 
Mining 6

· 
22 C 

~-
C C C, pe C p9 C --------------------- ---- .. 

Pedestrian access 23 

Trails p p p p p p 
Elevated or Floating walkways ' p p 
Stai1Ways, trams p C p p 

- ----
Recreation 2

' p p p p p p 

Residential 25 

I SFR MH p p p p C 
Duplex p ' C p p 
MF. townhouse, Single-Family Detached Units p 

Mobile home park p C C C 
Houseboat. Live-aboard vessel 
Floating Homezl 

Shoreline I bank stabilization: 4
· 

26 

Nonstructural p ~p5 p p p 
Structural i,I 1'. C, p ((F))Q C, p C.P C p 

I 
Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement 27 

p p p p 
34 

- Mitigation Banks 
C 

Transportation facilities 28 

Bridges p C p C, p32 
Roads p C, p22 
Parkina (incidental to use o_f'1_iy2 p C p p C C 

Utility facilities 29 

Electromagnetic transmission and receiving C C C 
facilities (generally) 
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I 
I 

Aquatic2 I 

C 

p 7 

C 
C 

P or C 
P or C 

((~)) 
((P orC)) 

((G)) 
((P.ef..C)) 

P or C 

Pore 

C 
C ' I 
C 

C ps 

C, ps 
c. p5 
c'o 
C 
C 
C 

p 

p 

p31 

((G-F5)) 

C or P 
C((,)) QI 

p 

p 
C 

C33, p32 



Transmission wires, pipes, supports (generally) 
- transmission wires or pipes when suspended 

from bridge or other similar structures (specifically) 

Dams. power plants and associated uses 

All other utility facilities 

30.67.440 Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix. 

(1) Uses in Municipal Watershed Utility are limited to utility uses associated with the 
hydroelectric project, reservoir water storage, forest practices and recreation as limited by the 
utility purveyor's Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. This area is zoned 
exclusively as Forestry (F). 

(2) Only those water-dependent portions of the use that require an over-water or ((-ifi
stream)) in-water location are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation. Unless 
otherwise specified in SCC 30.67, Part 500, such uses are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline 
environment designation only if the use is allowed in the adjacent upland shoreline environment 
designation(s ). 

(3) Agricultural uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.505. 
(4) Uses or modifications are not allowed in critical salt water habitat ((other than existing 

commercial shellfish beds,)) unless in conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement 
projects, except as otherwise provided in SCC 30.67.510. 

(5) Shoreline modifications are permitted or conditionally permitted only when in 
conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement projects ((located outside of the Natural 
and adjacent Aqaatic environment~;)). 

(6) Mining activities within shoreline jurisdiction are limited to the activities allowed 
pursuant to SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a). Mining within the Aquatic shoreline environment designation 
is also subject to the conditions in SCC 30.67.530 Dredging. Mining for the sole purpose of 
removing mineral resources for commercial sales or processing is prohibited in shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

(7) Aquaculture processing in the Aquatic shoreline environment is limited per the 
requirements in sec 30.67.510(2)(g)(iii). 

(8) A conditional use permit is required for timber harvest exceeding 30 percent of the 
((ttm:er)) volume within 200 feet landward of the ordinary high water mark of shorelines 
of statewide significance pursuant to SCC 30.67.545( I )(a)(iii). 

(9) Mining activities related to forest practices as defined in SCC 30.67.560(l)(a) are 
permitted in the Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility shoreline environment designations 
when over 200 feet from the OHWM and outside of the channel migration zone. Removal of 
mineral resources deposited within the previous 12-month period on designated farmlands due to 
recent flood events is permitted in the Resource shoreline environment designation under SCC 
30.67 .540(2)( d). 

( 10) Non-water dependent commercial and industrial uses within shoreline jurisdiction shall 
be strictly limited under SCC 30.67.525(l)(b) and 30.67.550(l)(b). 

( 11) Structural flood protection and structural shoreline or bank stabilization measures arc 
allowed only when non-structural measures would be inadequate as documented by a 
geotechnical report required pursuant to SCC 30.67 .540( I) or 30.67 .575( l ). Structural shoreline 
bank stabilization is permitted only when the conditions in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)@ are met. or 
conditionally permitted under SCC 30.67.575(2)(a)(ii) or SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(iii). If a flood 
protection structure is in or near the water, it must also meet the requirements for shoreline 
stabilization. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program 
Shoreline Environment Designations. Policies and Regulations 
( (AwreveEI e yWa&hiAgrol,-$tate-Pef!al1mem~-«Jlegy-oo-d-tl/y-4~ 12-{-&ffeGt-iv-e-€late-Jwy 2 7,-60:/-2})) 
Appendix F - Chapter 30. 67 SCC- Shoreline Management Program_ 

( ( f2{;gB -1+-0f-1-94)) E.11 



( 12) Aquaculture uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.510. 
( 13) Boating facilities are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.515. Boat mooring 

facilities are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.517. 
(14) Break\vaters, jetties, groins, other in-water structures are subject to the requirements in 

sec 30.67.520. 
(15) Commercial uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.525. 
(16) Dredging and spoil disposal are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.530. 
( 17) Fill is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.535. 
(18) Flood protection measures are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.540. 
( 19) Forestry is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.545. 
(20) Industrial uses and ports are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.550 (21) 

Institutional uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.555. 
(22) Mining is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.560. 
(23) Pedestrian access is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.330. 
(24) Recreation is subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.565. 
(25) Residential uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.570. 
(26) Shoreline and bank stabilization measures are subject to the requirements of SCC 

30.67.575. 
(27) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement are subject to the requirements of SCC 

30.67.580. Notwithstanding SCC 30.67.430(2), shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement 
projects do not have to be identified on the use matrices in chapter 30.22 SCC to be permitted in 
shoreline jurisdiction. 

(28) Transportation facilities are subject to the requirements of SCC 30.67.590. 
(29) Utility facilities are subject to the requirements of SCC 30.67.595. 
(30) Timber removal from the Aquatic shoreline environment designation is subject to the 

requirements in sec 30.67.545(2)(c). 
(31) Moorage of houseboats used as a primary residence and live-aboard vessels are 

permitted only in legally-established marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or 
permission from the state Department of Natural Resources. See SCC 30.67.570(2)(g). 

(32) Roads and bridges constructed for forest practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC 
are permitted in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. Bridges constructed for forest 
practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are permitted in the Aquatic environment except 
when the adjacent environment is designated Natural. 

(33) Bridges are conditionally permitted in the Aquatic environment provided they are 
permitted or conditionally permitted in the adjacent upland environment. 
(34) Mitigation banks are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.62A.550. Notwithstanding 

SCC 30.67.430(2), mitigation banks do not have to be identified on the use matrices in chapter 
30.22 SCC to be permitted in shoreline jurisdiction. Restoration, enhancement, mitigation 
activities and mitigation banks are allowed \Vithin the channel migration zone per SCC 
30.67.060(2)(f). ((Restoration, enhancement, mitigation activities and mitigation banks are 
a+!-ewed within the channel migration zone per SCC 30.67.060(2)(f).)) 

(35) Aquaculture activities on Spada Lake are limited per the requirements in SCC 
30.67 .510(2)( e ). 

(36) Non-commercial aquaculture harvest activities, as defined in SCC 30.91 A.255, are 
allowed in all shoreline environments and are not required to obtain shoreline permits. 
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(37) Commercial aquaculture activities in the Aquatic shoreline environment are limited per the 
requirements in sec 30.67 .510(2 )(g)(ii). 
(3 8) Floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, are considered 
conforming uses. See 30.67.450(1 ). 

30.67.450 Non-conforming uses or structures 

The following requirements apply to uses or structures nonconforming to the shoreline 
regulations in this chapter, which do not meet the criteria in SCC 30.44.125 and which were 
lawfully constructed or established prior to the effective date of the Shoreline Management Act 
(SMA) or the SMP, or amendments thereto, but which do not conform to present regulations or 
standards of the SMP or policies of the SMA. These provisions apply to nonconforming uses or 
structures in the shoreline jurisdiction in place of sec 30.28.070 through sec 30.28.075 and 
WAC 173-27-080. 

ill Residential. Residential uses or structures ( excluding bulkheads. overwater structures or 
other shoreline modifications) that were legally established and are used for a conforming 
use. but that do not meet current standards for setbacks, buffers or yards, area, bulk, 
height or density shall be considered a conforming use or structure and the requirements 
of SCC 30.6 7.450 shall not apply to such residential uses or structures. Redevelopment, 
expansion, maintenance, repair, replacement or remodeling of such residential uses or 
~tructures shall be consistent with this SMP. including requirements frw no net loss of 
shoreline ecological functions. Floating homes permitted or legally established prior to 
January l, 2011, are considered conforming uses and the requirements of SCC 30.6 7.450 
shall not applv to such floating homes. 

((fB))W Continuance: Any legally established use or structure nonconforming to the 
shoreline regulations in this chapter is permitted to remain in the form and location in which it 
existed on the effective date of the nonconformance. 

(({±)))ill Redevelopment or remodel. SMP nonconforming uses or structures may not be 
enlarged or increased in any way, including expanded building footprint or increased height, 
increased use intensity, or altered in any way v.foch increases their nonconformity. A 
nonconforming structure or use may be moved or relocated on the same parcel provided that the 
degree of nonconformance with the SMP and the SMA is reduced and further provided that the 
rnove or relocation results in improved protection for shoreline ecological functions. 

((fB)){±l Restoration and replacement: If a nonconforming structure is damaged to an 
extent not exceeding 75 percent of the replacement cost of the original structure, it may be 
reconstructed to the extent it existed immediately prior to the time the structure was damaged or 
to a smaller configuration or in a different location on the same parcel which reduces the degree 
of nonconformity, so long as restoration is completed within one year of the date of damage. 
Documentation of the date and extent of damage shall be required prior to issuance of new 
permits. 

((f4i))ill Abandonment: If a nonconforming use is discontinued for twelve consecutive 
months, any subsequent use shall be conforming. The mere presence of a structure, equipment, 
or material shall not be deemed to constitute the continuance of a nonconforming use unless the 
structure, equipment, or material is actually being occupied or employed in maintaining such use. 
It shall not be necessary to show that the owner of the property intended to abandon such 
nonconforming use in order for the nonconforming rights to expire. 
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((~)).(§} Non-confonning uses and structures which meet the criteria in SCC 30.44.125 are 
subject to the shoreline substantial development permit requirements in chapter 30.44 SCC. 

((f6t))ill A structure for which a variance has been issued shall be considered a legal 
nonconforming structure and the requirements of this section shall apply as they apply to 
preexisting nonconfonnities. 

((f'.71)){.fil A structure which is being or has been used for a nonconforming use may be used 
for a different nonconforming use only upon the approval of a conditional use permit. 

(a) A conditional use permit may be approved only upon a finding that: 
(i) No reasonable alternative conforming use is practical; and 
(ii) The proposed use will be at least as consistent with the policies and provisions 

of the act and the SMP and as compatible with the uses in the area as the preexisting use. 
(b) In addition such conditions may be attached to the permit as are deemed necessary to 

assure compliance with the findings in ((SCC 30.67.450(6)(a)))SCC 30.67.450(8)(a), the 
requirements of the SMP and the SMA and to assure that the use will not become a nuisance or a 
hazard. 

30.67.460 Bulk standards. 

(I) No permit shall be issued for any new or expanded building or structure of more than 35 
feet above average grade level on shorelines of the state that will obstruct the view of a 
substantial number of residences on areas adjoining such shorelines, except where the SMP does 
not prohibit the same and then only when overriding considerations of the public interest will be 
served. 

(2) In the Urban Conservancy, Rural Conservancy, Resource and Natural shoreline 
environment designations, lot coverage is limited to ten percent of effective impervious surface. 

(3) In the Urban Conservancy, Rural Conservancy and Natural shoreline environment 
designations, building height is limited to a maximum of 35 feet. 

(4) Except in the Urban environment, the minimum lot width fronting shoreline waters shall 
be 200 fret unless a greater minimum width is specified pursuant to SCC 30.23.030( 1 ); provided 
that this provision shall not apply to legal lots existing prior to September 30, 20 l 0. 

(5) Use-specific or modification-specific bulk standards may also be required pursuant to 
Part 500 of this chapter. 

( 6) Unless otherwise specified in this chapter, bulk standards are regulated pursuant to 
chapter 30.23 SCC. Additional setback or buffer requirements for critical areas are required 
pursuant to chapters 30.62, 30.62A and 30.62B SCC. 

30.67.470 Temporary emergency use, modification or structure. 

In emergency situations, as defined pursuant to SCC 30. 91E.100, construction of a temporary 
use, modification or structure may be allowed in accordance with SCC 30.44.280. 

PART 500 Specific shoreline uses and modifications. 

30.67.501 Purpose. 

The purpose of this Part 500 is to establish: 
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(1) Development standards for shoreline uses and modifications consistent with the 
Shoreline Management Act and this chapter; and 

(2) Development standards for shoreline uses and modifications consistent with the purpose 
of each shoreline environment designation and the policies for each specific use or modification 
contained in Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
Designations, Policies and Regulations. 

30.67.505 Agriculture. 

The provisions in this section of the county's SMP apply to ne\v agricultural activities including, 
but not limited to, all uses that are allowed as permitted or conditional uses in the A-10 zone 
under sec 30.22.1 l O which also meet the definition of "agricultural activities" in sec 
30. 91 A.092 and which are proposed on land not currently used for agricultural activities. 
Con version of agricultural land within shoreline jurisdiction to other non-agricultural uses is 
subject to the use restrictions in chapter 30.67 SCC, Pa11s 400 and 500. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to new agricultural activities in shorelines: 
(a) New agricultural activities shall utilize best management practices to ensure 

protection of shoreline ecological functions, retard surface runoff and reduce siltation. 
(b) Manure lagoons and associated permanent transmission systems shall comply with 

the follO\ving: 
(i) Manure lagoons shall be designed, constructed and operated to county, 

Department of Ecology, Natural Resource Conservation Service and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency standards; 

(ii) Manure lagoons may not be built within a wetland unless all of the following 
conditions apply: 

(A) The \Vetland had been converted to agricultural use prior to June 9, 1993; 
(B) No other location is available that is not a wetland; and 
(C) Full mitigation is provided to replace the functions of the wetland. 

(iii) Unless the conditions in SCC 30.67.505(b)(i) and (ii) apply, the toe of the dike of 
a manure lagoon shall be set back from the water bodies used for recreation as much as possible, 
and at a minimum shall maintain a 150-foot setback from the OHWM of any river, stream, lake, 
marine waters or estuary regulated under the Shoreline Management Act. 

(iv) Manure lagoons shall comply with all other county regulations including but not 
limited to grading and flood hazard provisions in Title 30 SCC; 

(v) Elevation of the top of the dike of manure lagoons shall be determined according 
to standards established by the Natural Resource Conservation Service and the Department of 
Ecology. \Vhen located within the floodplain, the top of the manure lagoon dike shall be 
elevated one foot above the I 00- year flood level, or as close to such height as feasible and 
consistent \Vith Natural Resource conservation Service and Depai1ment of Ecology design 
standards; 

(vi) Manure lagoons of eai1hen construction shall be mulched or seeded with grass on 
all exterior faces, and vegetation shall be maintained to prevent erosion or slippage; 

(vii) If environmental review has shown that there are unmitigated adverse impacts 
related to ground or surface water contamination, habitat, wildlife, recreational uses, public 
access, or aesthetics, then setbacks greater than the minimum and/or additional mitigation may 
be required; and 
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(viii) Pernrnnent pipelines for transmission of manure shall be properly supported and 
utilize a single piece of pipe or double piping when crossing waterbodies. 

( c) Livestock flood sanctuaries shall comply with the following: 
(i) A permit to build livestock flood sanctuary mounds will be granted to property 

owners only when the applicant clearly demonstrates that the denial of such construction will 
threaten the viability of the applicant's commercial livestock operation; 

(ii) The maximum size of the mounds shall not exceed 50 square feet per animal 
unit (1,000 lbs) plus the area created by adding a ramp 14 feet wide along two sides to be used 
for fann vehicle access. An additional area no greater than 25 percent of the calculated area will 
be allowed to accommodate future herd growth; 

(iii) Mounds shall be constructed in a manner that does not impact flood elevations, 
impede flow, or cause significant adverse effects upstream or downstream. Mounds are 
prohibited in floodways. In flood plains, mounds shall be oriented to the flow; 

(iv) Mounds shall be constructed using non-compressive materials (as defined in the 
Natural Resource Conservation Service standards for such mounds) that arc obtained from 
approved borrow sites; 

(v) Site preparation and mound construction and maintenance practices shall be 
conducted according to the recommendations of the Natural Resource Conservation Service or 
best management practices approved by Snohomish County; and 

(vi) Mounds shall comply with all other county regulations, including but not 
limited to, grading and flood hazard provisions in Title 30 sec. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in sec 30.67.505(1 ), the following 
specific shoreline environment designation regulations for new agricultural activities in shoreline 
jurisdiction apply: 

(a) Urban: 
(i) Agricultural activities and livestock flood sanctuaries are permitted; and 
(ii) Manure lagoons are conditionally permitted. 

(b) Urban Conservancy: 
(i) Agricultural activities are permitted; 
(ii) Manure lagoons are prohibited; and 
(iii) Livestock flood sanctuaries are conditionally permitted. 

( c) Rural Conservancy: Agricultural activities, manure lagoons and livestock flood 
sanctuaries are permitted. 

(d) Resource: Agricultural activities, manure lagoons and livestock flood sanctuaries are 
permitted in the Resource environment. 

(e) Municipal Watershed Utility: Agricultural activities, manure lagoons and livestock 
flood sanctuaries are prohibited. 

(I) Natural: 
(i) Agricultural activities are conditionally permitted provided that only passive 

agricultural uses such as pasture or grazing shall be allowed and provided further that no 
clearing, construction or other operations which have an adverse impact on ecological functions 
occurs; and 

(ii) Manure lagoons and livestock flood sanctuaries are prohibited. 
(g) Aquatic: 

(i) Water-dependent, over-water or in-water uses or modifications related to 
agricultural activities are conditionally permitted; 
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(ii) Manure lagoons and livestock flood sanctuaries are prohibited; and 
(iii) Bank stabilization or flood protection measures are conditionally permitted in the 

Aquatic environment to protect primary structures or designated farmland, provided that the need 
for such protection is documented in a geotechnical report. Non-structural methods are preferred 
but structural methods may be allowed provided that the geotechnical report indicates that 
structural methods are necessary. Such shoreline modifications must comply with the 
requirements of sec 30.67.540 and 30.67.575. 

30.67.510 Aquaculture. 

Aquaculture is defined in SCC 30.9IA.255. Non-commercial aquaculture activities, as defined 
in SCC 30.91A.255, are allowed in all shoreline environments and are not required to obtain 
shoreline permits. 
(I) The following general regulations apply to new commercial aquaculture activities and 
processing in shorelines: 
(a) The location for new aquaculture activities shall be limited as follows: 

ill New shellfish aquaculture activities shall not be located in ( (nearshore critical 
saltwater habitats except for in existing commercial shellfish beds, nor in accretion areas 
such as sandflats, mudflats, and)) pocket estuaries as identified in the Washington State 
Coastal Atlas as maintained by the Washirnrton State Department of Ecology, unless the 
proposal will not adversely impact the estuary's ecological functions. 

(ii) New shellfish aquaculture activities may be located in nearshore critical saltwater 
habitats provided that a critical area study is submitted per SCC 30.62A. l 40 documentin2: 
that ecolo2:ical impacts can be avoided or minimized and rniti2:ated to meet the standards 
in SCC 30.62A.310(3); 

(iii) New commercial aquaculture should only be allowed where sediments, 
topo2:raphy, land and water access support aquaculture QJ.2.Crations without significant 
clearing or grading:; 

{iy} New finfish aquaculture shall not be located in nearshore critical saltwater habitats 
nor in accretion areas such as sandflats, mudflats, and pocket estuaries; and 
hl Aquaculture shall not be permitted in areas \Vhere it would result in a net loss of 

shoreline ecological function. 
(b) Aquaculture activities ((ffitl:5-t)) shall be designed to avoid ((loss of shoreline ecological 
functions and avoid impeding)) significant conflicts with navigation and other water
dependent uses. When a new aquaculture activity is proposed, mitigation sequencing for 
shoreline ecological impacts shall be required per SCC 30.62A.3 l 0(3 )(a); 

( c) ((Over \Vater structures for aquaculture operations shall not extend beyond the mean low 
water mark a distance greater than the average length beyond the ordinary low water mark l=+hlli 
preexi:,ting over water structure:; \vithin the 300 feet in either direction along the same shoreli1tecc 
\Vhere no preexisting structures exist \Vithin this range, over water structures may extend beyond 
th-e-+rteB:n low water mark the minim~nn distance necessary to accommodate the aquaculture 
act-i-vtfy-f}rovided that navigation is not impeded;)) 
((ftlj)) No aquatic organism shall be introduced into Snohomish County without the prior written 
approval of the Director of the Washington State Depm1ment of Fish and Wildlife ((er-the 
appropriate regulatory agency for the specific organit,m)) when required. If county_approval is 
required for the initial introduction of an aquatic species, such approval shall not be required for 
repeated introductions. Introduction, for purposes of this section, shall mean the placing of any 
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aquatic organism in any area within the waters of Snohomish County regardless of whether it is a 
native or resident organism within the county and regardless of whether it is being transferred 
from within or without the waters of Snohomish County; 
(ill Permitted accessory structures typically associated with aquaculture shall be subject to the 
following: 

ill ((ftj)) Permitted accessory structures typically associated with aquaculture may 
include: rafts, floats, nets, net pens, access docks, piers, pilings, boat launches and 
upland storage structures (HL 

(ill Jetties, groins, bulkheads, fill, shoreline stabilization measures, flow diversions, 
and breakwaters are not allowed in conjunction with aquaculture; 

(iii) For accessory structures, the county may require a visual impact analysis. (See the 
Department of Ecology's "Aquaculture Siting Study" 1986, or more recent studies, for 
general approach). Depending on the size and complexity of the proposal, such analysis 
may be prepared by the applicant/proponent, without professional assistance, provided 
that it includes an adequate assessment of impacts; 

(iv) For aquaculture projects using over-water structures, storage of necessary tools 
and apparatus waterward of the ordinary high water mark shall be limited to containers 
of not more than 3 feet in height, as measured from the surface of the raft or dock; 
provided that, in locations where the visual impact of the proposed aquaculture 
structures will be minimal, the county may authorize storage containers of greater 
hei12ht. In such cases, the burden of proof shall be on the applicant/proponent; 

(v) Materials which are not necessary for the immediate and regular operation of the 
facility shall not be stored waterward of the ordinary hi£h water mark; 

(vi) Over-water structures for aquaculture operations shall not extend beyond the 
mean low water mark a distance greater than the averag:e length beyond the ordinary lmv 
water mark of all preexisting over-water structures within 300 feet in either direction 
along the same shoreline. Where no preexisting structures exist within this range, over
water structures mav extend beyond the mean low water mark the minimum distance 
necessary to accommodate the aquaculture activity provided that navigation is not 
impeded; 

(vii) Aquaculture structures and equipment shall be of sound construction and shal I be 
so maintained. Abandoned or unsafe structures and/or equipment shall he removed or 
repaired promptly by the owner. The county may abate abandoned or unsafe structures 
or equipment, following: notice to the owner, if the owner fails to respond in thirtv (30) 
davs and the county may impose a lien on the related shoreline prope1iv or other assets 
in an amount equal to the cost of the abatement; 

(viii) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be 
treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or 
nontoxic alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the 
countv detennines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that 
will provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project; 

{l&Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, waterproofer, pest 
preventatives and preservatives used on over-water structures or on structures within 25 
feet of the ordinary hi 12h water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water quality;. 
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(((f) Aquacultural processing shall be governed by the regulations in SCC 30.67.550. 
Commercial sales of aquacultaral products shall be governed by the regulations in 
&GC 30.67.525;)) 

W ((fg))) Floating, submerged and intertidal aquacultural structures and other similar 
structures ((s-h-a+l)) should be located and designed to avoid significantly impacting navigation 
and other water-dependent uses. ((, including navigational access to 1tvaterfront property, 
pedestrian circulation along beaches, and navigation betv,'een such structures.)) Approval of such 
structures may include the following conditions ((to protect the public use and access to the 
water)): 

{A} ((f-i--t)) Clustering or spacing of rafts to allow for small boat traffic within or 
through the facilities; 

@J ((f-tt-1)) Directional signage; 
.cg ( ( fi+i--))) Buoys marking the extent of the operation; ( ( ane)) 
(ill ((fi-v-1)) Limits on the type, number, location and size of the facility and any accessory 

structures; and 
(E) All floating and submerged aquaculture structures and facilities in navigable 

waters shall be marked in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard requirements; 
(e) Aquacultural processing shall be governed by the regulations in SCC 30.67.550. 
Commercial sales of aquacultural products shall be governed by the regulations in SCC 
30.67.525. No processing of any aquaculture product except for the sorting or culling of 
the cultured organism and the washing or removal of surface materials or organisms after 
harvest, shall occur in or over the water unless specifically approved by permit and subject 
to the conditions in SCC 30.67.5 l 0(2)(g)(iii). All other processing and processing facilities 
shall be located above the ordinary high water mark; 
ill ((fh--n) In order to demonstrate no net loss of shoreline ecological functions, ((W-h-en)) 
when a ((federal, state or)) local permit is required for aquaculture activities, the 
department ((shall attach permit cenditions requiru1g that aq-tiu€-U+H:lfe operatOfS-
periodically monitor and report on)) may require monitoring and reporting for noise, odor, 
water quality, aquatic and benthic organism types and densities, current patterns and flows, 
flushing rates, prevailing storm wind conditions, impacts to wetlands and fish and wildlife 
habitats and other relevant environmental conditions as appropriate ((to the departrn-ent)) on 
a schedule specified by the approving authority ((approving)) that issues the shoreline 
permit relating to the aquacultural activity. Monitoring shall not be required for 
commercial aquaculture activity located in commercial shellfish beds except as may be 
necessary to ensure the protection of other critical saltwater habitats as defined in SCC 
30.91 C .362. Adverse impacts to other critical saltwater habitats shall be mitigated 
according to the mitigation sequence described in WAC 173-26-201 (2)(e). The permit may 
be revoked by the approving authority for failure to monitor when required or if monitoring 
reveals unanticipated impacts that cannot be mitigated; 

(( fH Structures, eqaipment, wastes and material other than boats shall not be stored, disposed of 
er-aban<lt,ned--w-i-thi-n-sh ore! i ne j ari s diction; 
(j) Construction materia+s that come in direct contact with the 1.vater shall not be treated or coated 
with toxic m-aterials. Untreated 1tvood,---f3feC-ast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives shal-1:-ee 
used ~mless the pre:j-€-et--p-rB-pBnent dern-e-n-s-t-fates---and Snohomish County detem1ines that ther-e-i--5 
HB--feasible al--ternative to toxic construction materials that will provide the structural 
c+tarae-te-ft5-t1€S necessary for the project; and 
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(k) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, \Vaterproofer, pest preventatives 
and preservatives used on over water structures or on structures 1tvithin 25 feet of the ordinary 
high water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water qaality. )) 

(g) Aquaculture activities proposed within shorelines of statewide significance shall be 
subject to, first, the policies contained in SMP section 1.2.2, Shorelines of Statewide 
Significance, and. second, the policies and regulations contained in SMP section 3.2.5.2; 
(h) The applicant/proponent shall demonstrate that the degree of proposed substrate 
modification is the minimum necessary for feasible aquaculture operations at the site; 
(i) Aquaculture proposals that involve substantial substrate modification or sedimentation 
through dredging, trenching. digging, mechanical clam harvesting, or other similar 
mechanisms, shall not be permitted in areas where the proposal would adversely impact 
existing kelp beds or other macroalgae, and eelgrass beds; 
(j) Permits for aquaculture operations approved on an experimental basis may include 
conditions reasonably limiting their size and duration; provided that the county may issue a 
new permit to continue the operations as many times as is deemed necessary and 
appropriate; 
(k) Where aquaculture activities are authorized to use public facilities, such as boat 
launches or docks, the county shall reserve the right to require the applicant/proponent to 
pay a portion of the cost of maintenance and any required improvements commensurate 
with the use of such facilities; 
(1) Aquaculture operations shall comply with all applicable federal and state regulations 
governing waste control, including but not limited to applicable provisions of the Federal 
Clean Water Act, Section 401, and the Washin!lton State Water Pollution Control Act 
(chapter 90.48 RCW). No Q:arbage, wastes or debris shall be allowed to accumulate at the 
site of any aquaculture operation; 
(m) Predator control shall not involve the intentional killing or harassment of birds or 
mammals; 
(n) In addition to the permit requirements contained in chapter 30.44 SCC. conditional use 
permit application submittal requirements for new commercial aquaculture and processing 
activities may also include the followinQ:: 

(i) A narrative description and timeline for all anticipated planting and harvestin,r 
activities; 

(ii) A baseline ecological survey of the proposed site to allow consideration of the 
ecological effects; 

(iii) Measures to achieve no net loss of ecological functions consistent with the 
mitigation sequence described in SCC 30.62A.310(3)(a); 

(iv) Management practices that address impacts from mooring, parki,rn:, noise, lights, 
litter. and other activities associated with planting and harvestin,r operations: 

(v) Monitorin,r and reportirnr plan to verify that aquaculture operations are in 
compliance with shoreline limits and conditions set forth in conditional use permits and 
to support cumulative impacts analysis; 

(vi) Information demonstrating that theproposed aquaculture activities will not 
significantly conflict with navigation and other water-dependent uses; 

(vii) Existing public opportunities for gathering_ wild stQck aquatic resources on Q_LJPJic 
lands shall be addressed in any application for aquaculture on_p_ublic shorelines. 
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Mitigation for loss of public access to public aquatic resources may be required; 
(viii) Information demonstrating that the proposed activity will be compatible with 

surrounding existing and planned uses by addressing the following: 
(A)Aguaculture activities shall comply with all applicable noise, air, and 

water quality standards. All projects shall be designed, operated and maintained to 
minimize odor and noise; and 

(B) Aquaculture facilities shall not sirrnificantly impact the aesthetic qualities 
of the shoreline unless there is a compelling public safety reason requiring 
otherwise. Safety concerns f<.w birds and wildlife may also be considered when 
evaluating impacts on the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline; and 

(ix) Other pertinent information deemed necessary by the county. 
(o) Where permit submittal requirements identified in SCC 30.67.510(1 )(n) have already 
been submitted in compliance with other federal, state or local permit requirements, the 
department will accept the documentation submitted to other permitting agencies provided 
the applicant clearly identifies which documents, or parts of documents, are intended to 
meet which specific county requirement; 
(p) The rights of treaty tribes to aquatic resources within their usual and accustomed areas 
shall be addressed through direct coordination between the applicant/proponent and the 
affected tribe(s); 
(g) Consistent with, and in addition to the requirements in chapter 30. 70 SCC, the applicant 
shall provide public notice to: 

(i) All property owners within the prescribed distance from the proposed project 
boundary; 

(ii) Tribes with usual and accustomed fishing rights to the area; and 
(iii) The applicable local marine resources committee(s). 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 1 ), the following shoreline 
environment designation-specific regulations for new aquaculture activities in shorelines apply: 
(a) Urban: 

(i) Non-commercial ((Atj-1:ta-HttHire)) aquaculture is pcrmittcd(H) _;_ill_lQ 
(ii) Commercial aquaculture and processing are conditionally permitted. 

( b) Urban Conservancy: 
(i) Non-commercial aquaculture is permitted; and 
(ii) Commercial aquaculture and processing are prohibited. 
( c) Rural Conservancy: 
(i) Non-commercial aquaculture is permitted; and 
(ii) Commercial aquaculture and processing are conditionally permitted. 
( d) Resource: 
(i) Non-commercial aquaculture ( ( and processing are)) ~ permitted; and 
( Commercial aquaculture and proccssing_J!re ((ts)) conditionally permitted~((~ 
0+i-)--Atj-Ha€ttlture pro€€-s-s-itrg-ts-pernt1~)) 
(e) Municipal Watershed Utility: Commercial aquaculture is not permitted on Spada Lake. Non
commercial aquaculture along with any associated processing activities on Spada Lake arc 
limited by the utility purveyor's Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. 
( f) Natural. 
(i) Non-commercial aquaculture is permitted; and 
(ii) Commercial aquaculture and processing are prohibited. 
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(g) Aquatic. 
(i) Non-commercial aquaculture is permitted; 
(ii) Commercial aquaculture is conditionally permitted only when the adjacent upland 
environment is Urban, Rural Conservancy or Resource; and 
(iii) No processing of any aquacultural product, except for the sorting or culling of the cultured 
organism and the washing or removal of surface materials or organisms, shall be permitted 
'Nater-ward of the ordinary high water mark unless fully contained within a tending boat or 
barge. 
(3) When new commercial aquaculture activities are allowed subject to conditional use permits 
per sec 30.67.510(2), in addition to the criteria required in chapter 30.44 sec, all of the 
following criteria shall apply to the conditional use permit: 

(a) All subsequent cycles of planting and harvest shall not require a new conditional use 
permit; 
(b) A single conditional use permit may be submitted for multiple sites within an inlet, 
bay or other defined feature, provided the sites arc all under control of the same applicant 
and within the same shoreline permitting jurisdiction. Expansion in area or operational 
intensity at individual locations, or to new sites, that was not considered and approved in 
the original conditional use permit will require a new conditional use permit: and 
(c) In order to avoid or limit impacts from aquaculture siting and operations and achieve 
no net loss of ecological functions, review of the conditional use permit will take the 
following into account: 

(i) Commercial aquaculture workers oftentimes need to accomplish on-site work 
during low tides, which rnav occur at night or on weekends. Work must be allowed 
during low tides but may require limits and conditions to reduce impacts, such as 
noise and lighting, to adjacent existing uses; 
(ii) Conditional use permits should be reviewed using the best scientific and technical 
information available; 

(iii) Best management practices should be applied to accomplish the intent of the limits and 
conditions; 
(iv) The practice of placing nursery tanks or holding pools or other impervious materials directly 
on the intertidal sediments; 
(v) Use of motorized vehicles, such as trucks, tractors and forklifts below the ordinary high water 
mark; 
(vi) Specific periods when limits on activities are necessary to protect priority habitats and 
associated species. The need for such measures should be identified in the baseline ecological 
survey conducted for the site; 
(vii) Alterations to the natural condition of the site, including significant removal of vegetati_on 
or rocks and re-grading of the natural slope and sediments; 
(viii) Installation of property corner markers that are visible at lo\\· tide during planting and 
harvesting; 
(ix) Mitigation measures such as buffers between commercial aquaculture and other fish and 
wildlife habitat conservation areas as necessary to ensure no net loss of ecological functions; 
~) Use of predator exclusion devices with minimal adverse ecolm~ical effects and requiring that 
they be removed as soon as thev are no longer needed for predator exclusion: 
(xi) Use of the best available methods to minimize turbid runoff from the water jets used to 
harvest shellfish; 
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(xii) Number of barges or vessels that can be moored or beached at the site as \Veil as duration 

(xiii) Public rights to navigation over the surface of the water: 
(xiv) Good housekeeping practices at aquaculture sites, including worker training and regular 
removal of equipment, tools, extra materials, and all wastes; and 
(xv) Where the site contains existing public access to publicly owned lands, consider 
recommendations from the department of natural resources or other landowning agencies 
re2:arding protection of the existing public access. 

30.67.515 
boat ramps. 

Boating facilities - marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities and 

((Boating facilities include marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities, boat ramp:;, 
boathouses, docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys.)) Boating facilities include marinas, yacht 
and boat clubs, boat launch facilities and boat ramps. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to new boating facilities in shorelines: 
(a) No boating facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to impede 

navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
( b) Boating facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or 

spawning areas for anadromous fish. 
(c) Boating facilities,((, except for 1n-0Hrmg-+weys,)) shall not be located on or over 

nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
( d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 

abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored \Vithin the shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

( e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated 
or coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives 
shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there 
is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will provide the structural 
characteristics necessary for the project. 

(t) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 feet of 
the ordinary high water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water quality. 

(g) Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on 
spawning, migration and rearing of salmon ids and other critical species. 

(h) Marinas. 
(i) ((Marma)) Moot~ shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or in 

nearshore sediment accretion areas, such as mudflats, sandflats and pocket estuaries: 
(ii) Marina berths must be designed so that they can rise and fall safely with flood 

waters and tidal fluctuation and have a minimum clearance of six feet below lower 
water: 

(iii) Marinas are not allowed in areas that would detrimentally alter littoral drift 
patterns. An evaluation of littoral drift patterns within the drift cell in which the marina is 
proposed is required during the siting process; 

(iv) Marinas must be designed and constructed to incorporate uninhibited tidal 
bypass so as to minimize the need for maintenance dredging; 

(v) Marinas shall be designed and constructed to allow adequate flushing and water 
circulation within the facility to avoid degrading water quality; 
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(vi) Marinas shall not be located within :/2- mile of any outfall of primary treated 
domestic sewage or industrial waste; 

(vii) Prior to siting an in-water marina, an analysis must be conducted to determine 
the feasibility of an upland boat storage facility on the project site as a preferred alternative; and 

(viii) New marinas shall provide for public access consistent with SCC 30.67.330. 
(i) Boat launch facilities - general. 

(i) Pedestrian access to the water that is separate from the boat launching lane(s) may 
be required where it is determined to be necessary for public safety; 

(ii) Safety buoys shall be installed and maintained separating boating activities from 
other water recreation and uses where reasonably required for public safety; 

(iii) Public boat launch facilities shall include a level vehicle-maneuvering space 
measuring at least 500 square feet; 

(iv) Public boat launch facilities shall include 32 to 40 parking spaces capable of 
accommodating a vehicle with an attached boat trailer for each ramp lane of boat access to the 
\Yater; and 

(v) All site improvements for boat launch facilities shall comply with all other 
requirements of the zone in which they are located. 

U) Boat ramps. 
(i) Boat ramps shall be located on stable, non-erosional banks, where stabilization 

structures will not be necessary; 
(ii) Boat ramps shall be placed and maintained as near to flush with the foreshore 

slope as is possible to minimize interruption of geohydraulic processes; 
(iii) Boat ramps may be allowed for individual residences when the following 

conditions are met: 
(A) The applicant shows that the boat ramp and its use will not adversely impact 

shoreline ecological functions or damage critical saltwater habitat; 
(B) The upland slope within 25 feet of the ordinary high water mark does not 

exceed 25 percent; and 
(C) Substantial cutting, grading, filling or shoreline stabilization measures are not 

necessary; and 
(iv) When reviewing mitigation measures proposed by applicants to minimize 

potential impacts on shoreline ecological functions from boat ramps, the county will consider the 
following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities 
providing boat access to the same shoreline water body; 

(B) Shared use facilities are preferred; and 
(C) Preferred boat ramp designs are in the following order of priority: 

(I) Elevated railways that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 
(11) Open grid designs that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 
(III) Seasonal ramps that can be removed and stored upland; and 
(IV) Solid structures that interlock with one another leaving spaces for natural 

beach substrate that can adapt to changes in beach profiles. 
((tltj-G-Ocks, piers and floats. 

(i) Docks, piers and floats shall not deflect river currents or v,ave energy resuki+tg 
in the undercutting of banks, erosion, or damage to adjacent or dov,nstream 
properties or critical saltwater habitat; 
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(ii) \Vhere feasible, moorage buoys shall be required instead of piers, docks or 
floats on all tidal \Vater, except for port, industrial and commercial developments 
in the Urban shoreline environment designation; 
(iii) Docks, piers and floats associated with water dependent commercial or 
industrial uses shall be the minimum size and length necessary to accommodate 
the proposed ase; 
(iv) Commercial and industrial docks upon which toxic or flammable materials 
are handled or stored shall make adequate provisions to minimize the possi-B-ili-ty 
of an accidental spill and prepare an effective spill respon:;e plan; 
(v) Joint use docks and piers shall be required frlr commercial and industrial 
enterprises in close proximity to each other, unless the applicant can demonstrate 
that the possibility of a multiple owner or multiple use facility is not feasible; 
(vi) \Vhen moorage facilities are proposed in conjunction 1.vith new subdivisiont,, 
motels or multi family residences, a single, joint use m-eorage facility shall be 
required. 
(vii) When reviewing permit applications for new docks, piers and fl.ea-ts 
associated with single family residences, the county '<viii consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facili-ttes
providing access to the same shoreline 1.vater body; and 
(B) The feasibility of multiple mvner or multiple ,._,ser facilities. SJ:i-at:ed-u-s.e 
facilities are preferred whenever possible. 

(viii) Unless shared by adjacent property owners, covered private dock:, and 
boathouses shall be at least three feet from any side lot line or extension thereoL 
No setback from adjacent propertie:; is reqaired for uncovered private docks and 
boathouses or for private docks and boathouses shared by adjaCBnt property 
owners. 
fi*)-Qe€k-s,piers and floats shall Be-l-e€-a-ted-and-e-e&igned as fo-ltt)WSc-

(A) Floats and floating docks shall include stops 1.vhicb-w-i--1-P.3erve to 
elevate the floats above the tidelands at low tide. Floats shall be secured 
with anchored cables in place of pilings, v,here feasible; 
(B) Docks, piers and floats are not allowed in or over critic-ak-attWuter 
habitat; 
(C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or retbcing the area oftrtiocck, 
pier or float shall be required as necessary to en:mre that: 

(I) The structure doe~, not extend over water in such a-tnu+H1:eF-aS-H:) 
impede navigation or create a navigation hazard; and 
(II) The structure avoids disturbing or shadrn-g-s-ignificant 
freshwater aquatic vegetation communities or critical saltv,ater 
habitat; 

(0) Increase or decrease of the height of the doe-k--,-p--i-er or float may ee 
required to al+e1,v for the penetration--ot=-light to reffi-1€-e-i+n-pa-cts-t-o-tt~ 
related to shading; 
(E) Pier and dock requirements for marit1€-5-here-l:-i-n€-S--:-

(I) Piers and docks located on marine shorelines shall be the 
ffiffiimum size required to provid-e-for---meerag-e-:-Single fami-1-y-pi-t__>r-s 
or docks shall noH*€-e-e-d-9-G-k>et-in length mea-ffitreti 
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perpendicularly from the OHWM. Shared moorage may extend up 
to 110 feet in length if demonstrated to be necessary to provide 
adequate moorage. Docks that cannot meet this standard may 
request a reviev, under the variance provisions of 
chapter l4:Lll SCC; 
(II) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet; and 
(III) The maximum 1.vidth of walkway ramps shall be four feet and 
shall be fully grated; 

(F) Pier and dock requirements for lake shorelines. 
(1) The maxim am 1,vaterward intrusion of any portion of any pier or 
dock shall not extend further 1,vaterward than the average intrusion 
of the piers or docks on lots abutting the location of the nev,· dock 
as measured perpendicularly from the OH\VM unless an 
alternative dimension is required to prevent impacts to critical 
habitat or navigation. In no circumstances shall the maximum 
1.vatenvard intrusion of any portion of the pier or dock extend more 
than 80 feet from the OH\VM, or the point \'.here the water depth 
is eight feet belov,· the elevation of the OH\VM, whichever is 
reached first; 
(II) The maximum v,idth of each pier or dock shall be six feet, or 
up to eight feet wide on joint use docks; and 
(III) The maximum width for piers and docks shall be four feet fuf 
t-lw-fi-Fs-t--Htirty feet from the OH\VM of any lake identified as 
salmonid habitat. 

fG) Pier and dock requirements for river shorelines. 
(I) Pier and dock dimensions :,hall be the minimum neces:,ary to 
accommodate the propose~ 
(II) Piers and docks shall not impede navigation, 1,vater flow, or 
tran-s-pBrt of sediment and debris and shall not result in acceleration 
of erosion on adjacent or opposite banks; and 
(-1-l-l}Construction timing shall not coincide 1,vith migration or 
spawning of anadromous fish; 

(H) Float requirements. 
([) One float per single family residence and no more than one 
wmmon use float for each nev,' multifamily development, short 
subdivision or subdivision is permitted; 
(!I) No portion of a float shall be placed more than 4 5 feet 
waterward of the OH\VM on lake shorelines; 
(-1-l-l}-Retrieval lines shall not float at or near the surface of the 
water; and 
fl-V) No float shall have more than l 00 square feet of surface area; 
(I) Construction materials for docks, piers or floats shall meet the 
follmving requirements: 

fl-t-The decking of all piers and docks shall be designed to allmv a 
minimum of 4 5 percent light passage. Floats shall be designed to allow a 
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minimum of 30 percent light passage. This may be accomplished through 
grated decks, space between decking, light prisms, or other means; 
(II) If plastics or other non biodegradable materials are used in float, pier, 
or dock construction, containment features in the design of the structures 
are required; 
fllij-Any part of a dock, pier or float that comes in direct contact with the 
'Nater shall not be treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated \vood, 
precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives :;hall be used unless the 
project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there 
is no feasible alternative to to)(ic construction materials or finishes that 
will provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project; and 
(IV) Skirting is not pern1itted. 

(k) Yacht and boat clubs. 
(i) Facilities of yacht and boat clubs that are not water-dependent shall be located on dry 
land except as specifically provided in the applicable shoreline environment. 
(ii) Yacht and boat club moorage facilities shall comply with the requirements of SCC 

(]) Boathouse, private, noncommercial. 
(i) The height of any covered, over water structure shall not exceed 12 feet as 
measured from the ordinary high 'Nater mark; 
(ii) The total area including building and possible pier walkway of covered, over 
water !,tructures ~,hall not exceed 500 squar-e--fe.t4,-
(iii) The entirety of the-over '"''ater structure shall have a \vidth no greater than 25 
percent of the 1,vidth of the lot at the natural shoreline upon which it is located; 
(iv) Maximum extent for any boathouse is 25 feet beyond the mean lmv waterl-ine~ 
fv}-&t-ru€tures permi1.ted hereunder shall not be used as a dv,1elling, nor shall any-bou-1: 
moored-at any v,harf be used as a dwelling while so moored, except as provided in 
sec 30.67.570(2)(g); ((and)) 
(vi) Unless shared by the adjacent property owner, covered boaHw-u-ses-shall be at 
least three feet from the side lot line or extension thereof. No setback from adjacent 
properties is required for structures shared by adjacent property Owneffi:-

(vii) All boat houses shall consist of a roof and support beams and necessary pi€r 
v,allnvays and piling supports. Side wall:, are prohibited; 
(viii) Translucent boat canopies shall be used when possible in lieu of constructing-a 
t~ 

t*) When a new boat-house is constructed, mitigation sequencing for shoreline 
ecel-egi-€al-impacts shall be required per SCG--3-0-:-6-7A.310(3)(at-

(m) Mooring Booy-s-
(+}-t\4ee-fmg-auoys shatl-+le-t-be located on or 0\ er critical :,altwater habitats-;,-
(ii) Except as prohibited in (i) above, mooring b~1oys may be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflat:,, mudflats and peek&estuaries-;,-
(iii) Mooring buoys shall be located to minimize impacts on navigation; and 
~ooring buoys shall be reasonably vi&i-hle-to boaters.)) 
(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.515(1), the 

following shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for new boating 
facilities in shorelines apply as applicable: 
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(a) Urban. Boating facilities are permitted. 
(b) Urban Conservancy. 

(i) ((Marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launch facilities other than boat ramps, 
public or commercial docks and piers, and boathouses are prohibited; and)) 
Marinas, yacht and boat clubs, and boat launch facilities other than boat ramps are 
prohibited; and 
(ii) Boat ramps((, private docks, floats and mooring buoys)), private docks, floats 

and mooring buoys are conditionally permitted. 
( c) Rural Conservancy. 

(i) Boat launch facilities((,))and boat ramps((, boathouses, docks, piers, floats and 
mooring buoys)) are permitted; and 

(ii) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are conditionally permitted. 
( d) Resource. 

(i) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are prohibited; and 
(ii) ((Boathouses are conditionally permitted; and 
fti-ij)) Boat launch facilities((,)) and boat ramps((, docks, piers, floats and mooring 

b-ueys-)) are permitted. 
(c) Municipal Watershed Utility. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps, 

which are pennitted. 
(f) Natural. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps which are 

conditionally pennitted. 
(g) Aquatic. 

(i) Marinas, yacht and boat club facilities are conditionally permitted if the adjacent 
shoreland designation is either Urban or Rural Conservancy. 

(ii) Boat ramps are: 
(A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 

Conservancy, Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility; and 
(B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 

Conservancy or Natural((~)t 
(((iii) Private dock:;, floats and mooring buoys are: 

(A) Perrm-Hed only 1.vhen the adjacent shoreland is de:;ignated Urban, Rural 
Conservancy or Resomce; 
f-B-)-G-e-n-d--iti-en-a-1-l-y--perm i tted when the adjacent sh ore I and design ati-en-+s--Urea-tt 
Conservancy; and 
(C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is Municipal \Vatershed 
Utility or Natural; and 

f+-v---,-P-ublic or commercial docks, piers----er--e-o-athouses are conditionally penn-i-tre<l--e-n-l-y 
tf-tlte--a-djacenl shoreland designa~ion i:, Urban, Rural Con-s-efvancy or Resource. 
fvj--P-riv-a-t~ses are: 

(A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban or 
Rural Conservancr, 
(B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is 
Res-o-urc-e-~-a-n-a 
(C) Prohibited when the adjacent Ghoreland designation is either Urban 
G-on-s-enancy, Municipal \Vatershed Utility or Natur-a-1.)) 
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(3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or pennission from the state Depaiiment 
of Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access 
is required. Tfthe county becomes aware of ((unauthorized)) moorage on waters 
of the state, the department will notify the state Depmiment of Natural Resources. 

30.67.517 Boat mooring facilities - docks, piers, floats, boathouses and mooring buovs. 
Boat mooring facilities include docks, piers, floats, boathouses and mooring buoys. 
( 1) The following general regulations apply to new boat mooring facilities in shorelines: 

(a) No boat mooring facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
(b) Boat mooring facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or 
spawning areas for anadromous fish. 
( c) Boat mooring facilities, except for mooring buoys, shall not be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
(d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 
abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored within the shoreline 
jurisdiction. 
(e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated or 
coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic 
alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department 
determines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will 
provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
(f) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 feet 
of the ordinary high water mark (OHWM) shall not result in adverse impacts to water 
quality. 
(g) Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on spawning, 
migration and rearing of salmonids and other critical species. 
(h) Docks, piers and floats. 

(i) Docks, piers and floats shall not deflect river currents or wave energy resulting in 
the undercutting of banks, erosion, or damage to adjacent or downstream properties or 
critical saltwater habitat. 
(ii) Where feasible, moorage buoys shall be required instead of piers, docks or floats 
on all tidal water, except for port, industrial and commercial developments in the 
Urban shoreline environment designation. 
(iii) Docks, piers and floats associated with water-dependent commercial or industrial 
uses shall be the minimum size and length necessary to accommodate the proposed 
use. 
(iv) Commercial and industrial docks upon which toxic or flammable materials are 
handled or stored shall make adequate provisions to minimize the possibility of an 
accidental spill and~are an effective spill response plan. 
(v) Joint use docks and piers shall be required for commercial and industrial 
enterprises in close proximity to each other, unless the applicant can demonstrate that 
the possibility of a multiple-owner or multiple-use facility is not feasible. 
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(vi) When boat mooring facilities are proposed in conjunction with new subdivisions, 
motels or multi-family residences, a single, joint use moorage facility shall be 
required. 
(vii) When reviewing permit applications for new docks, piers and floats associated 
with single-family residences, the county will consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities 
providing access to the same shoreline water body; and 
(B) The feasibility of multiple-owner or multiple-user facilities. Shared use 
facilities are preferred whenever possible. 

(viii) Unless shared by adjacent property owners, covered private docks and 
boathouses shall be at least three feet from any side lot line or extension thereof. No 
setback from adjacent properties is required for uncovered private docks and 
boathouses or for private docks and boathouses shared by adjacent property owners. 
(ix) Docks, piers and floats shall be located and designed as follows: 

(A) Floats and floating docks shall include stops which will serve to elevate the 
floats above the tidelands at low tide. Floats shall be secured with anchored 
cables in place of pilings, where feasible. 
(B) Docks, piers and floats are not allowed in or over critical saltwater habitat. 
(C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or reducing the area of a dock, pier or 
float shall be required as necessary to ensure that: 

(I) The structure does not extend over-water in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create a navigation hazard; and 
(II) The structure avoids disturbing or shading significant freshwater aquatic 
vegetation communities or critical saltwater habitat. 

(D) Increase or decrease of the height of the dock, pier or float may be required 
to allow for the penetration of light to reduce impacts to habitat related to 
shading. 
(E) Pier and dock requirements for marine shorelines. 

(I) Piers and docks located on marine shorelines shall be the minimum size 
required to provide for moorage. 
(II) Single-family piers or docks shall not exceed 90 feet in length measured 
perpendicularly from the OHWM. Shared moorage may extend up to 110 
feet in length if demonstrated to be necessary to provide adequate moorage. 
(III) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet. 
(IV) The maximum width of walkway ramps shall be four feet. 
(Y) Walkway ramps shall be fully grated. 

( F) Pier and dock requirements for lake shorelines. 
(I) The maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of any pier or dock 
shall not extend further waterward than the average intrusion of the piers or 
docks on lots abutting the location of the new dock as measured 
~mendicularly from the OHWM unless an alternative dimension is 
required to prevent impacts to critical habitat or navigation. In no 
circumstances, including when no docks exist on abutting properties, shall 
the maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of the pier or dock extend 
more than 80 feet from the OHWM, or the point where the water depth j_:i 
eight feet below the elevation of the OHWM, whichever is reached first, 
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(III) The maximum \vidth for piers and docks shall be four feet for the first 
thirty feet from the OHWM of any lake that contains salmonids. 

(G) Pier and dock requirements for river shorelines. 
(I) Pier and dock dimensions shall be the minimum necessarv to 
accommodate the proposed use. 
(II) Piers and docks shall not impede navigation, water flow, or transport of 
sediment and debris, and shall not result in acceleration of erosion on 
adjacent or opposite banks. 
(III) Construction timing shall not coincide with migration or spawning of 
anadromous fish. 

CH) Float requirements. 
(I) One float per single-family residence and no more than one common use 
float for each new multifamily development, short subdivision or 
subdivision is permitted. 
(II) No portion of a float shall be placed more than 45 feet waterward of the 
OHWM on lake shorelines. 
(III) Retrieval lines shall not float at or near the surface of the water. 
(IV) No float shall have more than 100 square feet of surface area. 

(1) Construction materials for docks, piers or floats shall meet the following 
requirements: 

(I) The decking of all docks, piers or floats shall be designed to allow for a 
minimum of 40% open spacing through grated decks, space between 
decking. light prisms, or other means. 
(II) If plastics or other non-biodegradable materials are used, containment 
features in the design of the structures arc required. 
(III) Any part of a dock, pier or float that comes in direct contact with the 
water shall not be treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, 
precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives shall be used unless the 
project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there is 
no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials or finishes that will 
pgJvide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
(IV) Skirting is not permitted. 

measured from the OHWM. 
(ii) The total area including: building and possible pier walkway of covered. over
water structures shall not exceed 500 square fee_L_ 
(ifilThe entirctv of the over-water structure shall have a width no greater than 25 
percent of the width of the lot at the natural shoreline upon which it is located. 
(iv) Maximum extent for anv boathouse is 25 feet beyond the mean low waterline. 
(v) Structures permitted hereunder shall not be used as a dwellimr. except as provided 
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(vi) Unless shared by the adjacent property owner, covered boathouses shall be at 
least three feet from the side lot line or extension thereof. No setback from adjacent 
properties is required for structures shared by adjacent property owners. 
(vii) All boathouses shall consist of a roof and support beams and necessary pier 
walkways and piling supports. Side walls are prohibited. 
(viii) Translucent boat canopies shall be used when possible in lieu of constructing a 
new boathouse. 

(j) Mooring Buoys. 
(i) Mooring buoys shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats. 
(ii) Except as prohibited in (i) above, mooring buoys may be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
(iii) Mooring buoys shall be located to minimize impacts on navigation. 
(iv) Mooring buoys shall be reasonably visible to boaters. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.517(1), the following shoreline 
environment designation-specific regulations for new boat mooring facilities apply: 

(a) Urban. All boat mooring facilities are permitted. 
(b) Urban Conservancy. 

(i) Public or commercial docks and piers, and boathouses are prohibited; and 
(ii) Floats, mooring buoys, and private docks are conditionally permitted. 

( c) Rural Conservancy. Boathouses, docks, piers. floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
( d) Resource. 

(ii) Boathouses are conditionally permitted; and 
(iii) Docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 

(e) Municipal Watershed Utilitv. All boat mooring facilities are prohibited. 
(f) Natural. All boat mooring facilities are prohibited. 
(g) Aquatic. 

(i) Private docks, floats and mooring buoys are: 
(A) Permitted when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban. Rural 

(C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is Municipal Watershed 
Utility or Natural. 

(iv) Public or commercial docks. piers or boathouses are conditionally permitted onlv 
if the adjacent shore land designation is Urban. Rural Conservancy or Resource. 
(v) Private boathouses are: 

(A) Permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban or Rural 

(B) Conditionally permitted \Vhen the adjacent shoreland designation is 
Resource: and 
~rohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban 
Conservancy, Municipal Watershed Utili1Y or Natural. 

(3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or permission from the state Department of 
Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access is 
required, If the county becomes aware of unauthorized moorage on waters of the state, the 
department will notifv the state Department of Natural Resources. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program ((Page 34-0r4-9-+))F34 
Shoreline Envimnment Designations, Policies and Regulations 
( ( ~yWa&RiAg-te11-~-f)epa#me1Jf-ef--&;e/eg-y--eR--Jilly---:/0,---2-0-12-( Effective,datB-JiJ/y,2+,-2-0-1,2f)) 
f!QJ2!}fldixL, Chapter JO, 67 SCC - Sh9reline Management Program 



30.67.520 Breakwaters, jetties, groins and other in-water structures. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to ne\v breakwaters, jetties, groins and other in
water structures not specifically identified: 

(a) In-water structures shall be designed and located to: 
(i) A void or minimize and mitigate impacts to shoreline ecological functions. 

especially littoral drift; 
(ii) Have no adverse impacts on downdrift, downstream and adjacent properties, such 

as beach starvation, channel migration or erosion; 
(iii) Allow for fish passage and for the transport of sediment, debris and floodwaters; 
(iv) Be visually compatible with their surroundings; 
(v) Avoid or minimize restrictions on the public use of the water surface, especially 

navigational access; and 
(vi) Not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats. 

(b) Floating wave attenuators, floating breakwaters, open wall designs or other 
alternatives to a solid breakwater shall be required for all in-water structures. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.520(1 ), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for new breakwaters, jetties, groins or 
other in-water structures apply: 

(a) For projects with the sole purpose of restoration or enhancement of shoreline 
ecological functions, breakwaters, jetties, groins and other in-water structures are conditionally 
permitted in the Natural and its adjacent Aquatic environments and permitted in all other 
shoreline environments; and 

(b) For projects not meeting the criteria in SCC 30.67.520(2)(a), the following applies: 
(i) Breakwaters, jetties, groins and other in-water structures are conditionally 

permitted in the Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource and their adjacent Aquatic environments; 
and 

(ii) Breakwaters, jetties, groins and other in-water structures are prohibited in the 
Urban Conservancy. Municipal Watershed Utility, Natural and their adjacent Aquatic 
environments. 

30.67.525 Commercial. 

Commercial development is defined in SCC 30.91 C.132. 
( 1) The following general regulations apply to commercial development in shoreline 

jurisdiction: 
(a) All commercial development shall be required to provide public access consistent 

v,:ith sec 30.6 7 .330. 
(b) Non-water dependent commercial development is only pern1itted in the following 

circumstances: 
(i) The proposed development is part of a mixed use project that includes water

oriented uses as the primary use of the site, and the commercial development is clearly incidental 
or secondary to the water-oriented uses; 

(ii) Navigability is severely limited at the proposed site and the use provides public 
access and restoration of \Vetlands or fish and \vildlife habitat; or 
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(iii) The proposed commercial development is located over 200 feet from the 
ordinary high water mark or is physically separated from the shoreline by another property or 
public right-of-way. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.525( 1 ), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for commercial uses apply as applicable: 

(a) Urban. Commercial uses are permitted. 
(b) Urban Conservancy. Commercial uses are prohibited. 
(c) Rural Conservancy. Commercial uses are permitted in areas zoned General 

Commercial (GC), Rural Business (RB), Rural Industrial (Rl), Rural Diversification (RD) or 
Rural Freeway Service (RFS). 

(d) Resource. Commercial uses are permitted in areas zoned Agriculture 10-acres (A-
10), Forestry (F), General Commercial (GC), Rural Business (RB), Rural Industrial (RI), Rural 
Diversification (RD) or Rural Freeway Service (RFS). 

(e) Municipal Watershed Utility. Commercial uses are prohibited. 
(f) Natural. Commercial uses are prohibited. 
(g) Aquatic. Only those water-dependent portions of the commercial use that require an 

over-water or in-stream location are conditionally permitted only when the commercial use is 
allowed in the adjacent shoreland environment. 

30.67.530 Dredging and spoil disposal. 

Dredging is defined in SCC 30.91 D.445. 
(I) The following general regulations apply to dredging and dredge spoil disposal within 

shorelines: 
(a) Projects shall be sited and designed to avoid the need for new or maintenance 

dredging. 
(b) Dredging and dredge spoil disposal are allowed only: 

(i) For maintenance of existing navigation channels, provided that the dredging 
extent is limited to that area previously dredged or to the authorized location, depth and width; 

(ii) When necessary to construct or maintain marinas, boat ramps or other boat 
launch facilities; 

(iii) For flood protection under SCC 30.67.540; 
(iv) In conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement projects; 
(v) In conjunction with mining activities allowed pursuant to SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a); or 
(vi) When necessary to maintain and operate public water supply, power generation, 

and flood control reservoirs, including, but not limited to, sediment removal at pipe inlets or 
outlets. 

(c) The operation and location of dredging and dredge disposal sites shall meet the 
following criteria: 

(i) Unless directly related to restoration or enhancement of shoreline ecological 
functions, dredging shall not be allowed: 

(A) Within critical saltwater habitats or salmonid spawning areas; or 
(B) For the sole purpose of obtaining fill or mineral resources except as 

allmved pursuant to 30.67.530(1 )(b); 
(ii) Dredging and dredge material disposal activities shall implement all feasible 

mitigation measures to minimize adverse impacts to shoreline habitats; 
(iii) Dredging projects that convert intertidal habitat to subtidal habitat in order to 
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improve navigability must include a comprehensive assessment identifying potential cumulative 
impacts of site-specific changes to ecosystem functions; 

(iv) Dredging shall not he allowed along net-positive drift sectors and where 
geohydraulic processes are active and accretion shoreforms would he damaged, altered, or 
irretrievably lost; 

(v) Unless in conjunction with an ecological restoration project, open water dredge 
disposal shall occur only at approved Puget Sound Dredge Disposal Analysis (PSDDA) sites. 
Any party utilizing a PSDDA site must comply with all PSDDA requirements; and 

(vi) Cleanup and disposal of dredged material waterward of the ordinary high water 
mark must be in accordance with a state Department of Natural Resources Dredged Material 
Management Program. 

(d) Dredge spoils may be utilized in ecological restoration or enhancement projects, pro
vided that they do not contain contaminants and water quality is not adversely impacted. 

( e) All dredge spoil disposal sites, except for PSDDA sites, shall meet the following 
requirements: 

(i) The disposal site shall he located outside of the channel migration zone unless the 
dredge materials will he for a permitted use within the adjacent shoreline jurisdiction; 

(ii) Before beginning disposal operations, the dikes enclosing the disposal site shall 
he constructed such that no spoils bearing discharge water may escape. The disposal site dikes 
shall be kept in this condition throughout any disposal operation; 

(iii) The settling area within the dikes must he large enough so that the outlet pipe 
conveying return water can be periodically relocated to control the uptake of suspended 
sediment; 

(iv) Normal drainage patterns within the project site shall not be adversely affected 
by the spoils disposal operation; 

(v) Within six months of the issuance of a permit for dredging activities, trees shall 
be planted and maintained around the perimeter of the site to act as a visual buffer; 

(vi) Dredge spoils may be deposited and removed from the site in a manner that docs 
not disturb the perimeter dike, except at points of ingress and egress, and consistent with the 
conditions of the approved permit; and 

(vii) Written notice shall be given to the department at least two weeks prior to the 
commencement of any permitted dredge spoils disposal operation. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.530( l ), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for dredging and dredge spoil disposal 
apply: 

(a) Dredging and dredge spoil disposal is conditionally permitted in all shoreline 
environments ,vhcn directly related to restoration or enhancement of shoreline ecological 
functions. 

(b) For all dredging or dredge spoil disposal projects not related to ecological 
enhancement or restoration projects, the following shoreline environment designation-specific 
regulations apply: 

(i) Dredge spoil disposal is conditionally permitted in the Urban, Rural Conservancy 
and Resource environments; 

(ii) Dredge spoil disposal is prohibited in the Urban Conservancy and Natural 
environments; 

(iii)Dredging and dredge spoil disposal are conditionally permitted in the Municipal 
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Watershed Utility environment when consistent with a project license issued by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission; 

(iv)Dredging in the Aquatic environment is conditionally permitted when allowed 
pursuant to SCC 30.67.530( I); and 

(v) Dredge spoil disposal is conditionally permitted in the Aquatic environment 
when: 

(A) The dredge spoil disposal is conducted in conjunction with any of the 
following project types: 

(I) Cleanup and disposal of contaminated sediments as part of an intcragency 
environmental clean-up plan; 

(II) Disposal of dredged material from dredging projects allowed under SCC 
30.67.530( I )(b) when the dredged material is considered suitable under, and conducted in 
accordance with, the dredged material management program of the state Department of Natural 
Resources; or 

(Ill) Disposal of dredged material in conjunction with an approved ecological 
restoration or enhancement project; or 

(B) The dredge spoils are deposited at a Puget Sound Dredge Disposal Analysis 
(PSDDA) site. 

30.67.535 Fill. 

(I) The following general regulations apply to fill within shorelines: 
(a) Fill is permitted only when used as preparation for a use or modification otherwise 

permitted by this SMP, except that fill is only allowed in the l 00-year floodplain for the purpose 
of flood-proofing a structure or as part of an ecological restoration or enhancement project. 

(b) When allowed under 30.67.535(1 )(a), use of fill is subject to the following conditions: 
(i) Uses and modifications shall be located and designed to minimize the amount and 

extent of fill necessary to accommodate the use. For example, projects should be designed with 
pile-supported piers, rather than piers constructed with fill; 

(ii) The perimeter of all fills shall be provided with some means to control erosion. 
Nonstructural methods such as vegetation and soil bioengineering shall be used unless 
inf'easible; 

(iii) The source and content of fill materials to be used shall be approved by the 
department prior to deposition. Neither organic materials nor fill materials identified as solid 
waste pursuant to SCC 7.25.020(32) shall be deposited watenvard of the ordinary high water 
mark; 

(iv) Fills shall not interfere with normal public use of the waters of the state; and 
(v) Dredge spoil disposal used as fill shall comply with SCC 30.67.530. 

In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67 .535( I). the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for fill apply: 

(a) Fill is permitted in the Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource and Municipal 
Watershed Utility environments. 

(b) Fill is permitted in the Urban Conservancy and Natural environments when in 
conjunction with an ecological restoration or enhancement project. Otherwise, fill in the Urban 
Conservancy and Natural environments is conditionally permitted. 
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( c) Fill is permitted in the Aquatic environment when in conjunction with an ecological 
restoration or enhancement project. Otherwise, fill in the Aquatic environment is conditionally 
permitted and shall be consistent with the following: 

(i) Fill waterward of the ordinary high water mark shall not contain organic materials 
or materials identified as solid waste pursuant to SCC 7.35.020(32). The source and content of 
fill materials to be used waterward of the ordinary high water mark shall be approved by the 
department prior to deposition; and 

(ii) Fill waterward of the ordinary high water mark shall only be allowed when 
necessary to support: 

(A) A water- dependent use with no feasible alternative to fill; 
(B) A transportation facility of statewide significance, an essential public facility 

or utility, or a navigational structure with no feasible alternative to fill; 
(C) The cleanup and disposal of contaminated sediments as part of an interagency 

environmental cleanup plan; or 
(D) The creation or enhancement of public access. 

30.67.540 Flood protection measures. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to flood protection measures within shorelines: 
(a) Flood protection measures are subject to chapter 30.65 SCC and shall be planned, 

constructed and maintained in accordance with a county and state approved floodplain 
management plan, if applicable. 

(b) New structural flood protection measures may be allowed if: 
(i) A geotechnical report establishes that structural flood protection measures are 

necessary to protect existing primary structures, new or existing public utilities, roads or bridges, 
or designated farmlands, and that non-structural measures are not feasible; or 

(ii) Necessary to facilitate a project whose sole purpose is restoration or 
enhancement of shoreline ecological functions. 

(c) Except as allowed under SCC 30.67.540(l)(h) or 30.67.540(2)(d), removal of sand, 
gravel or sediments for flood management purposes is only allowed under the following 
conditions: 

(i) The proposal is consistent with a current Snohomish County Flood Hazard 
Management Plan; 

(ii) A geotechnical or engineering analysis demonstrates that the removal will result 
in the long-term reduction of flood hazards; 

(iii) The activity does not result in a net loss of ecological functions or impair 
migration, spawning or rearing of anadromous fish; and 

(iv) If proposed watenvard of the ordinary high ,vater mark, the activity is conducted 
in compliance with the requirements for dredging and dredge spoil disposal in SCC 30.67.530. 

(d) Flood protection measures shall not result in channelization of normal stream flmvs, 
interfere with natural hydraulic processes such as channel migration, or undermine existing 
structures or downstream stream banks. 

(e) New flood control dikes shall be landward or any associated wetlands and their 
buffers, and where feasible, landward of the channel migration zone. 

(f) New flood protection structures such as dikes and levees shall provide public access 
pursuant to sec 30.67.330. 

(g) Normal maintenance or repair of flood protection measures is allowed. 
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(h) Emergency flood protection measures are allowed subject to the provisions in SCC 
30.44.280. 

(i) Except as otherwise allowed in SCC 30.67 .540(1 )(b )(ii), new structural flood control 
measures are prohibited on estuarine shores, on point and channel bars and in salmon and trout 
spawmng areas. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.540( I), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for flood protection measures apply: 

(a) Structural flood protection measures in conjunction with ecological restoration or 
enhancement projects are permitted in all shoreline environments except the Natural 
environment. Non-structural flood protection measures are permitted in all shoreline 
environments in conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement projects. 

(b) When not in conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement projects, non
structural flood protection measures are permitted in all shoreline environments, except that non
structural flood protection measures in the Aquatic environment are conditionally permitted. 

( c) When not in conjunction with ecological restoration or enhancement projects, and 
when a gcotechnical report demonstrates that flood protection measures are necessary to protect 
existing primary structures, new or existing public utilities, roads or bridges, or designated 
farn1lands, and that non-structural solutions would be inadequate to achieve the needed 
protection, structural flood protection measures are permitted in all shoreline environments, 
except that structural flood protection measures are prohibited in the Natural and Urban 
Conservancy environments and the Aquatic environment adjacent to Natural and Urban 
Conservancy environments, and except that structural flood protection measures arc 
conditionally permitted in other Aquatic environments. 

( d) Debris deposited by flood events within the previous 12-month period may be 
removed from designated farmlands in the Resource environment. 

30.67.545 Forestry. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to forestry activities within shorelines: 
(a) For timber harvest located within 200 feet landward of the ordinary high water mark 

in shorelines of statewide significance, harvest activities shall employ selective timber cutting so 
that no more than 30 percent of the merchantable timber may be harvested in any ten-year 
period. Exceptions to this standard or when in those limited instances where the topography, soil 
conditions or silviculture practices necessary for regeneration render selective timber cutting 
ecologically detrimental, a conditional use permit shall be required. 

(b) Forest management activities shall comply with the state's current forest practices 
rules and regulations (Title 222 WAC) and pesticides regulations (chapter 17.21 RCW). 

( c) Development incidental to forestry activities, such as forestry roads, must comply 
with all local regulations and Title 222 WAC. Where there are conflicts, the provision resulting 
in the greatest protection for shoreline ecological functions shall apply. 

(d) The f<)llowing regulations apply to log storage in shoreline jurisdiction: 
(i) All new log storage areas shall be on paved dry land. 
(ii) Logs stored in water where such use has been established prior to July 27, 

2012, shall comply ,:vith the following requirements: 
(A) Log storage shall not be located where it could interfere with small craft 

navigation or normal public use of the waters of the state; 
(B) Logs shall not be stored or rafted where grounding will occur; 
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(C) Free-fall dumping oflogs into water is prohibited; 
( D) Devices shall be used for placing logs in the water that will reduce bark 

separation and generation of wood debris; 
(E) Bark and wood debris controls, collection, and disposal methods shall be 

used at log dumps, raft building areas and mill side handling zones; 
(F) Logs shall not be stored in rapidly flowing waters or other areas where 

positive bark and debris controls would not be effective; 
(G) Accumulations of bark and other debris on the land and docks around dump 

sites shall be kept out of the water; and 
(H) Where water depths permit the floating of bundled logs, they shall be secured 

in bundles on land before being placed in the water. Bundles shall not be broken again except on 
land or at mill sites. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.545(1 ), timber harvest or 
removal is permitted in all shoreline environment designations when conducted in accordance 
v,ith the requirements of chapter 76.09 RCW and Title 222 WAC, provided that: 

(a) The thresholds established in SCC 30.67.545(1 )(a) arc not exceeded on shorelines of 
statev,ide significance, in which case the timber harvest or removal is conditionally permitted; or 

(b) In cases where the land is likely to be converted to a non-forestry use, the department 
\vill place conditions on the Class IV-General forest practices permit to ensure that the timber 
harvest or removal is consistent with the following criteria: 

(i) The management policies contained in the SMP for the shoreline environment 
designations \vhere the timber harvest or removal will occur; 

(ii) The shoreline use requirements in SCC 30.67.420 and .430; 
(iii) The intended use, modification and vegetation management development 

standards in SCC 30.67. Part 500; 
(iv) The standard for no net loss of shoreline ecological functions in SCC 

30.67.320; and 
(v) The provisions of the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. 

30.67.550 Industry and ports. 

Ports arc centers for water-borne traffic and industrial and manufacturing firms. 

(I) The following general regulations apply to industrial development and ports within 
shorelines: 

(a) All industrial development and ports shall provide public access pursuant to SCC 
30.67.330. 

(b) Non-water dependent industrial development is permitted under the folknving 
circumstances: 

(i) The proposed development is part of a mixed use project that includes water
oriented uses as the primary use of the site, and the industrial development is clearly incidental 
or secondary to the water-oriented uses; 

(ii) Navigability is severely limited at the proposed site and the use provides public 
access and restoration of wetlands or fish and wildlife habitat; or 

(iii) The proposed industrial development is located over 200 feet from the ordinary 
high water mark or is physically separated from the shoreline by another property or public rigbt
of-way. 
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( c) The following regulations apply to port development in shoreline jurisdiction: 
(i) Proposed port developments, expansions, alterations, or any phase thereof shall 

be consistent with, and shall be based upon, a comprehensive harbor improvement plan adopted 
by the county; and 

(ii) Flexibility from the requirements of this chapter may be granted where the 
proposed port development will result in equal or better public access and restoration or 
enhancement of shoreline ecological functions than would be required under this chapter. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.550(1 ), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for industrial development and ports 
apply: 

(a) Industrial development and ports are permitted in the Urban, Rural Conservancy and 
Resource environments. 

(b) Industrial development and ports are prohibited in the Urban Conservancy, 
Municipal Watershed Utility and Natural environments. 

( c) Industrial development and p01is are conditionally permitted in the Aquatic 
environment when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban, Rural Conservancy or Resource. 

30.67.555 Institutional. 

Institutional uses include those nonresidential uses that typically are found in all zones, including 
residential zones, such as health and social service facilities, community facilities for juveniles or 
seniors, schools, libraries, museums, government structures and facilities, and churches. Uses 
conducted within a single-family residential structure and which are secondary to the residential 
use of the structure such as a day care, cider care, home school or foster home are not considered 
institutional uses for the purposes of this chapter. 

(I) Institutional developments shall comply with the standards for commercial development 
pursuant to SCC 30.67.525 unless conducted incidental to a residential use, in which case the 
residential requirements contained in SCC 30.67.570 apply. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.555( 1 ), the following 
environment-specific regulations for institutional uses apply: 

(a) Institutional uses are permitted in the Urban and Rural Conservancy environments. 
(b) Institutional uses are conditionally permitted in the Resource environment. 
( c) Institutional uses are prohibited in the Urban Conservancy, Municipal Watershed 

Utility and Natural environments. 
(d) In the Aquatic shoreline environment designation, only those water-dependent 

portions of the use that require an over-water or in-stream location are conditionally permitted 
when the adjacent shoreline environment designation is Urban, Urban Conservancy, Rural 
Conservancy or Resource. All other institutional uses arc prohibited. 

30.67.560 Mining. 

Mining is the removal and primary processing of naturally occurring materials including sand, 
gravel, rock, soil, peat or precious metals for economic use. Mining activities also include in
water and in-channel dredging activities related to mineral extraction. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to mining activities in shorelines: 
(a) Mining activities are allowed in shoreline jurisdiction only when necessary as an 

integral part of the follmving project types: 
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(i) Ecological restoration or enhancement; 
(ii) Flood hazard management, provided that: 

(A) The project is recommended in a Snohomish County flood hazard 
management plan and is consistent with chapter sec 30.65 sec and sec 30.67.540; and 

(B) A geotechnical or engineering analysis demonstrates that the proposed 
mining will result in long-tern1 flood hazard reduction benefits; 

(iii) To alleviate an emergency situation as defined in SCC 30.91 E. l 00 and 
subject to the following conditions: 

(A) The mining activity is the minimum necessary to alleviate the 
emergency situation; 

(R) The permit procedures for emergency modifications or construction in 
sec 30.67.470 are satisfied; and 

(C) When related to alleviation of a flood hazard emergency, the mining 
activity meets the standards in sec 30.44.280; 

(iv) Mineral extraction and use for forest practices, provided that: 
(A) The mining activity is conducted more than 200 feet from the ordinary 

high water mark of shorelines of statewide significance; and 
(B) the appropriate notifications, approvals or permits are obtained pursuant 

to chapter 76.09 RCW; 
(v) Removal of mineral resources deposited above the ordinary high water mark 

by flood events onto designated agricultural lands under the county's comprehensive plan for the 
purpose of maintaining or restoring land for agricultural activities; or 

(vi) Dredging allowed pursuant to SCC 30.67.530. 
(b) Removal of mineral resources shall comply with the following standards: 

(i) The mining activity shall not occur in critical saltwater habitat, primary 
association areas for critical species, or in salmonid spawning habitat except in conjunction with 
an approved habitat restoration or enhancement project; 

(ii) Mining activities shall not disrupt natural hydrology or sedimentation 
processes including but not limited to littoral drift, accretion, feeder bluffs or other sediment 
transport; 

(iii) Mining activities shall not result in channelization of normal stream flows, 
interfere with natural hydraulic processes such as channel migration, undermine existing 
structures or downstream stream banks, or increase risk of stream avulsion; 

(iv) Mining activities shall not result in a net loss of shoreline ecological 
runctions or impair migration of anadromous fish; and 

(v) Mining activities waterward of the ordinary high water mark of a river, 
including bars and islands, shall not be permitted unless: 

(A) Removal of specified quantities of sand and gravel or other materials 
at specific locations will not adversely affect the natural processes of gravel transpor1ation for the 
river system as a whole; 

(B) The mining and any associated permitted activities will not have 
significant adverse impacts on habitat for critical species or cause a net loss of ecological 
functions of the shoreline; 

(C) The determinations made pursuant to SCC 30.67.560(l)(b)(v)(A) and 
(B) shall be made consistent with RCW 90.58.100( 1) and WAC 173-26-201 (2)(a). Such 
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evaluation of impacts should be appropriately integrated with relevant critical area and 
environmental review requirements pursuant to chapters 30.61, 30.62A and 30.62B SCC; and 

(D) In considering renewal, extension or reauthorization of gravel bar and 
other in-channel mining operations in locations where they have previously been conducted, the 
department shall require compliance with the SMP and chapter 30.31 D SCC. 

(c) Permit requirements for mining should be coordinated with the requirements of 
chapter RCW and chapters 30.31 D and 30.44 SCC. 

(d) Mining activities which meet the definition of"dredging" in SCC 30.910.445 shall 
comply with sec 30.67.530. 

(e) Mining within any channel migration zone that is within shoreline jurisdiction shall 
require a shoreline conditional use permit. 

(f) Proposed subsequent use of mined property shall be consistent with the provisions of 
the shoreline environment designation in which the property is located and reclamation of 
disturbed shoreline areas shall restore all shoreline ecological functions adversely impacted by 
the mining activities. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67 .560( I), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for mining apply: 

(a) Mining activities allowed pursuant to SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a) are conditionally 
permitted in all shoreline environments, except that mining activities related to forest practices as 
described in SCC 30.67.560( 1 )(a)(iv) are permitted in the Resource and Municipal Watershed 
Utility environments unless subject to a conditional use permit pursuant to SCC 30.67 .560( 1 )( e ). 

(b) Except when allowed pursuant to SCC 30.67.560(l)(a), mining activities for the sole 
purpose of obtaining fill or commercial sale or processing of mineral resources are prohibited in 
all shoreline environments. 

( c) Non-conforming mining activities are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.44.125. 

30.67.565 Recreation. 

Recreation uses are those uses that provide facilities for athletic activities, hobbies or other 
entertainment that provides relaxation or enjoyment of leisure time as a primary use. Recreation 
uses include both publicly and privately owned shoreline facilities intended for use by the public 
or a private club, group, association or individual. Commercial uses that are incidental to a 
recreation use such as concession stands or boat rental shall be considered part of the recreation 
use. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to recreation in shorelines: 
(a) Commercial recreational development shall comply with the requirements for 

commercial uses in SCC 30.67.525, in addition to the requirement of this section. 
(b) Recreation facilities shall be designed to take maximum advantage of and enhance 

the natural character of the shoreline area. 
( c) Motor vehicle use, including two- and three-wheeled vehicles, shall not be permitted 

on beaches, dunes, or wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas except as 
necessary for official maintenance or the preservation of public health and safety. 

(d) Non-water dependent uses are only allowed in the following circumstances: 
(i) The proposed use is part of a mixed use project that includes water-dependent uses 

as the primary use of the site, and the non-\\atcr dependent uses are incidental or secondary to 
the water-dependent uses; 
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(ii) Navigability is severely limited at the proposed site and the use provides public 
access and restoration of wetlands or fish and wildlife habitat; or 

(iii) The proposed site is physically separated from the shoreline by another property 
or public right-of-way. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.565(1 ), the following 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for recreation apply: 

(a) Recreation uses arc permitted in the Urban, Urban Conservancy and Rural 
Conservancy environments; 

(b) Recreation uses arc pcnnittcd in the Resource environment, except that golf courses, 
playing fields and other large areas devoted to athletic activities arc prohibited within the 
Resource environment, except on lands designated "Recreational Lands" by the county's 
comprehensive plan; 

( c) Recreation uses are permitted in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment 
subject to provisions in the project license from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission; 

(cl) Recreation uses are permitted in the Urban Conservancy, Natural, and Aquatic 
environments subject to the following conditions: 

(i) Recreation uses are limited to passive or low-intensity recreation uses, such as 
trails and areas for public access to the water, hiking and walking, viewing platforms, picnic 
areas and hunting and fishing areas when such uses require minimal alteration to the shoreline, 
little clearing or grading and few shoreline modifications to conduct the activity; 

(ii) Pedestrian and limited access bridges are allowed \\'hen necessary to facilitate 
public access; 

(iii) Floating walkways or other similar over-water pedestrian structures facilitating 
access to observation points or viewing areas shall be permitted, provided they are constructed to 
minimize alteration of natural conditions and protect water quality: and 

(iv) For artificial marine life habitats typically constructed for recreational diving: 
(A) Habitats shall not interfere with surface navigation; 
(B) Habitats shall be constructed of long-lasting non-polluting materials and 

anchored so as to remain in their original location even under adverse current or wave action; 
and 

(C) Habitats may not be installed on publicly-owned submerged land without 
permission of the administering governmental agency. 

30.67.570 Residential. 

Residential use includes ((single family)) single-familv and multifamily dwellings and uses and 
other structures that are typically appurtenant or incidental to a residence. Residential uses also 
include those limited commercial and institutional uses that occur within or are incidental to a 
residence, such as bed and breakfast inns. guest houses, home occupations, family daycare, foster 
homes, retirement apartments, retirement housing and boarding houses. Residential uses also 
include houseboats, livc-_aboard vessels. and floating homes. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to residential uses in shorelines: 
(a) Clustered development, with the open space area preserving and providing access to 

the water, is required for subdivisions or short subdivisions, except that alternative site designs 
may be considered by the department provided that the applicant demonstrates that the 
alternative site design will provide equivalent or better protection for shoreline ecological 
functions. 
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(b) Residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, or residential structures shall not be 
approved when structural flood protection or shoreline stabilization measures will be necessary 
to protect lots or subsequent development on the lots. 

( c) All utility lines shall be located underground. 
( d) Accessory structures that are not appurtenances must be proportional in size and 

purpose to the primary structure, and compatible with onsite and adjacent structures, uses and 
natural features. 

(e) All residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, ((single family)) single-family 
detached units, duplexes, townhouses or condominiums creating more than four parcels or 
dwelling units, and multi-family developments of more than four lots or dwelling units, shall be 
required to provide public access under SCC 30.67.330. 

( f) Beach or water access using new stairways and trams is allowed, provided the 
applicant demonstrates that: 

(i) Existing shared, public or community facilities are not adequate or available for 
use; 

(ii) The possibility of a multiple-owner or multiple-user facility has been thoroughly 
investigated and is not feasible; and 

(iii) The stairway or tram is designed and located such that: 
(A) Subsequent shoreline modification, including the installation of shoreline 

stabilization, solely for the purpose of protecting the structure, is not necessary; 
(B) Removal or modification of existing shoreline vegetation is the minimum 

necessary to construct the structure, and will be replaced with appropriate native species within 
the next growing season; and 

(C) No fill or other modification water-ward of the ordinary high water mark is 
necessary to construct or use the structure. 

(g) Residential subdivisions and short subdivisions ((lying fully or partially within 
shoreline jurisdi-ct-iBR)) shall be limited to a maximum of ten percent total effective impervious 
surface area within ((the subdivision boandary)) designated shorelands. 
(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67 .570( 1 ), the following 

shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for residential uses apply: 
(a) The following residential uses and appurtenant structures are permitted in the Urban 

environment: ((single family)) single-family residential, mobile and manufactured homes, 
duplex, multifamily, townhouse, and mobile home parks. 

(b) Urban Conservancy. 
(i) The following residential uses are permitted: ((s-i-ngle family)) single-family 

residential, mobile and manufactured homes; 
(ii) Duplex and mobile home parks are conditionally permitted(H) ; and 
(iii) Multifamily and townhouses are prohibited. 

( c) Rural Conservancy. 
(i) The following residential uses are permitted: ((single farn~l-y)) single-familv 

residential, mobile and manufactured homes, and duplex; 
(ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally permitted; and 
(iii) Multifamily and townhouses are prohibited. 

(cl) Resource. 
(i) The following residential uses are_~rmitted: ((single-:famil-y)) single-family 

residential, mobile and manufactured homes, and duplex; 
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(ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally pennitted; and 
(iii) Multifamily and ((tmvnhouse)) townhouses are prohibited. 

( e) All residential uses are prohibited in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. 
(t) Natural. 

(i) The following residential uses are conditionally permitted: ((stHgle family)) 
single-family residential, mobile and manufactured homes; 

(ii) All other residential uses are prohibited; and 
(iii) Alteration of the natural topographic features or J1ora of the site shall be 

restricted to that necessary for the placement of the residence and appurtenances. Additional 
grading or clearing, as for lawns, is prohibited. 

(g) Aquatic. 
____ __,_(1__,_·) New over-water residences and floating homes are prohibited~ ((in the Aquatic 
environment.)) 

(ii) Normal maintenance or repair of floating homes permitted or legally established 
prior to January 1, 2011, is allowed. 

(iii) Houseboats used as a residence and live-aboard vessels may be permitted within 
marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or permission from the state 
Depa1iment of Natural Resources. 

30.67.575 Shoreline and bank stabilization. 

Shordine and bank stabilization measures are used to reduce sedimentation and erosion. 
(I) The following general regulations apply to shoreline and bank stabilization within 

shorelines: 
(a) Normal maintenance or repair of existing shoreline and bank stabilization structures is 
allovved. When normal maintenance or repair of structural shoreline and bank stabilization 
measures consists of replacement, such replacement must comply with subsection ( I )(b) of 

(b) New, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline _and bank stabilization measures 
may only be used vvhcn: 

(i) Application materials demonstrate the purpose of the measures is to (('.fe)) 
protect: 

(A) Existing primary structures, utilities, roads and bridges; 
(B) New utilities or public bridges and transportation structures allowed 

pursuant to 30.62B.330(3); 
(C) Designated farmland on the county's comprehensive plan; or ((a-n-a)) 
(D) Projects where the sole purpose is to protect or restore shoreline ecological 

functions; and 
(ii) A geotechnical analysis conducted by a qualified engineer or 

geologist with experience evaluating and constructing nonstructural stabilization techniques 
demonstrates that: 

(A) Nonstructural shoreline and bank stabilization solutions arc not feasible; 
(B) Structural shoreline and bank stabilization is necessary to provide 

protection from erosion caused by natural processes such as tidal action, currents, waves or 
channel migration and that the erosion is not caused by upland conditions, such as loss of 
vegetation and drainage; ((atHi)) 

(C) Soft forms of __ structural shoreline and bank stabilization arc not feasible; 
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((fG)))ill} The erosion rate exceeds that which would normally occur in a natural 
condition and that the structural shoreline and bank stabilization measure would not interfere 
with hydrological and geomorphologic processes normally acting under a natural condition (Ht 
and 

(E) There is a showing of immediacy, measured by a significant possibility that 
the primary structure will be damaged within three years as a result of shoreline 
erosion in the absence of hard fonns of structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization, or a showing that waiting until the need is immediate would 
foreclose the opportunity to use measures that avoid impacts on ecological 
functions. Where the geotechnical analysis confirms a need to prevent potential 
damage to a primary structure, but the need is not as immediate as within three 
years, the analvsis may be used as support of an immediate need to protect 
against erosions using soft forms of structural shoreline and bank stabilization. 

(c) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall: 
(i) Comply with the guidelines in the ((Integrated Streambank Protection 

Guidelines)) Marine Shoreline Design Guidelines (Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, ((April 2003))March 2014), ), ((or the alternative bank proteBtion methods 
in A lternati','e Bank Protection Aefethods f<>r Puget Sound Shorelines)) and the Soft Shoreline 
Stabilization Shoreline Master Program Planning and Implementation Guidance (Washington 
State Department of Ecology, ((May 2000, Publication itOO--Oe-G+J)) March 2014, Publication 
No. 14-06-009); 

(ii) Not alter natural hydraulic or sediment transport processes to the extent that 
downstream, downdrift or adjacent properties are damaged; and 

(iii) Not cause a net loss of shoreline ecological functions. Mitigation is required for 
any adverse impacts to shoreline ecological functions including, but not limited to shoreline 
hydraulic processes such as littoral drift and channel migration, recruitment of beach materials 
from feeder bluffs and sediment transport. 

( d) Construction of shoreline and bank stabilization measures shall meet the following 
criteria: 

(i) The size and quantity of material constituting the shoreline and bank stabilization 
structure shall be the minimum necessary; 

(ii) Beach materials shall not be used to backfill bulkheads, seav,:alls and other 
shoreline and bank stabilization structures; 

(iii) Construction materials shall not contain, or be treated or coated with toxic 
materials; 

(iv) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall not be used for the indirect 
purpose of creating land. When fill is required behind an already existing structure, it shall not 
extend water-ward of the ordinary high water mark unless otherwise permitted by this chapter; 

(v) ((Structures)) Shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall be located 
landward of the ordinary high water mark, landward of the storm berm, and generally parallel to 
the natural shoreline except: 

(A) On bluff or bank shorelines where no other armoring structures are 
adjacent, such structures shall be as close to the toe of the bank as possible; 

(8) Where there are shoreline and bank stabilization structures on adjacent 
properties, the proposed structure shall be tied in flush, except where adjoining structures extend 
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water-\vard of the ordinary high water mark; 
(C) Replacement walls or bulkheads shall not encroach water-ward of the 

ordinary high water mark or water-ward of the existing structure unless the residence was 
occupied prior to January 1, 1992 [per RCW 90.5 8.100( 6)]. In such cases, the replacement 
structure shall abut the existing shoreline and bank stabilization structure and any adversely 
impacted shoreline ecological functions shall be mitigated. If critical saltwater habitats or 
shoreline ecological functions would be adversely impacted by leaving the existing structure, the 
structure shall be removed as part of the replacement measure; and 

(D) Nonstructural shoreline and bank stabilization measures that provide 
restoration of shoreline ecological functions may be allowed water-ward of the ordinary high 
water mark; and 

(vi) Publicly financed or subsidized shoreline and bank stabilization structures shall 
include provisions for public access as required under SCC 30.67.330. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations in SCC 30.67.575(1), the following shoreline 
environment designation-specific regulations for shoreline and bank stabilization measures 
apply: 

((Non strnctural shoreline and bank sta~ation measures are permitted in all shoreline 
environments except that non structural flood protection measures in the Natural and 
Aquatic envi-rnnments are conditionally permitted-;---anti)) 
Natural, Urban Conservancy and adjacent Aquatic. 

(i) Non-structural. 
(A) Non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures associated with an 
ecological enhancement or restoration project are permitted. 
{lll._8.11 other non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are 
conditionally permitted. 

(A) Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures associated with an 
ecological enhancement or restoration project or protection of an existing 
p_rimm:v structure are conditionally permitted. 
illLAll other structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are prohibited. 

(b) ((Structural shoreline and bank stabilirn+i-0~ted in all shoreline 
environrnen-1&-e*6-ef*-Nataral and adjacent Aquatic environments to protect ecological 
enhancemeffi-8-H:e-s-t-Offition projects when non structural protection measares are not 
.J:.ea.s.i.1,l.e:- When not in conjunction \Vith-an--ece-leg-K"-a-l--eBB-ancement or restoration projeet, 
:,tructural shere~nd bank stabilization is conditiORatly permitted in all shoreline 
environment:; except Natufftl-and Urban Conservancy environments and Aquatic 
en-vtrot1m1:mt:; adjm..-'ettt to Natural and-lJrean Conservancy-e-nvironments.)) 
Urban, Rural Conservancy, Resource, Municipal Watershed Utilitv and adjacent Aquatic. 

fi..Ll'\!on-structural. Non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures arc 
g_qmittecl 
(ii) StructUJitL Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted 
when: 

{A)_Jh~new or enlarged structural bank stabilization measure is necessary to 
protect ecologi<,:al enhancement or restoration projects when non-structural 
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30.67.580 

(B) Normal maintenance and repair of the structural shoreline and bank 
stabilization measure does not include replacement; or 
(C) The replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization measure is not 
enlarged or will improve shoreline ecological functions. 

(iii) Any new, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline and bank stabilization 
measure that does not meet the criteria in SCC 30.67.575(2)(b)(ii) is conditionally 
permitted. 

Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement. 
The purpose of shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement projects is to improve ecological 
functions and processes necessary to maintain shoreline natural resources, protect public health 
and safoty, and preserve beneficial uses of the shoreline. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement 
projects within shorelines: 

(a) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall: 
(i) Restore, enhance or create fish and wildlife habitat; or 
(ii) Implement a recommended project from the shoreline restoration element. 

(b) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall not adversely impact 
river currents, sediment processes. littoral drift, wetland or fish and wildlife habitat conservation 
areas. 

( c) Beach enhancement shall be prohibited within spawning, nesting or breeding habitat 
or where littoral drift of the enhancement materials adversely affects adjacent spawning grounds 
or other fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 

( d) Beach and stream enhancement shall not: 
(i) Extend water-,vard more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve the 

desired stabilization; 
(ii) Result in steep contours that impede easy pedestrian passage or trap drifting 

sediments; 
(iii) Be used solely to create new land area; 
(iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or shallow water fish and wildlife habitat, unless such 

habitat is replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or native vegetation 
consistent with sec 30.67.580(l)(h); 

(v) Result in a beach differing in character from natural conditions historically found 
on the site or vicinity; or 

(vi) Interfere with the normal public use of the navigable waters of the state. 
( e) Lake and marine beach restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the 

following: 
(i) New materials added to a beach shall be of a size and composition as similar as 

possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to v,;ithstand normal current. wake or 
\\ave action at the site; 

(ii) The restored beach shall approximate the natural lake or marine shoreline width, 
height, bulk, profile. and vegetation community and structure; 

(iii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 
(iv) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 

two years of placement; and 
(v) Gravel berms, drift sills and beach nourishment must be used when appropriate 
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for the site. 
(i) Stream restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the following: 

(i) Large woody debris placement, engineered log jams, bioengineering techniques, 
fish screens, self-regulating tide gates, removal of artificial structures and fish barriers, 
fishways, and stream channel improvements shall be included where appropriate; 

(ii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 
(iii) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 

two years of placement; 
(iv) Size and composition of new materials added to a stream shall be as similar as 

possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to withstand normal current, wake or 
wave action at the site; and 

(v) Restoration or enhancement of the natural stream channel characteristics of 
length, width, gradient and sinuosity shall he included where appropriate. 

(g) Stream restoration or enhancement shall not: 
(i) Create harriers for juvenile or adult migrating fish; 
(ii) Remove large \\'oody material embedded in a bank or bed except in those unique 

circumstances where removal is necessary to successfully achieve impkmentation of the 
restoration or enhancement project; 

(iii) Alter the natural stream more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve 
the desired restoration or enhancement; 

(iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or fish and \vildlife habitat unless such habitat is 
replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or riparian vegetation consistent 
with sec 30.67.580(1 )(h); or 

(v) Create a hazard to navigation, public infrastructure, or primary structures. 
(h) Restoration or enhancement of riparian vegetation shall: 

(i) Replace disturbed vegetation with comparable plant species and diversity; or 
(ii) Improve riparian ecological functions by increasing plant diversity and including 

plant species offering higher habitat values, better bank stabilization, improved water quality 
functions or nutrient exchange. 

(2) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement is permitted in all shoreline environments. 
Shoreline modifications that are an integral and necessary component of shoreline habitat 
restoration and enhancement projects are allowed in all shoreline environment designations 
subject to the appropriate modification-specific shoreline regulations. 
(3) Relief may be granted from the requirements of this chapter to propertv owners in urban 
growth areas affected by a shoreline restoration project that results in a landward shift in the 
ordinarv high water mark when all requirements or WAC 173-27-215 are met. 

30.67.585 Signs. 
Signs are regulated pursuant to chapter 30.27 SCC and the provisions of this chapter. Where 
conflicts may exist, the provisions of this chapter shall apply: 

( 1) Billboards are prohibited in all shoreline environment designations. 
(2) Animated signs are prohibited in all shoreline environment designations. 
(3) Only signs identifying public facilities are allowed in the Urban Conservancy, Aquatic, 

Municipal Watershed Utility, and Natural shoreline environment designations. 
( 4) Freestanding signs shall only be allowed when an applicant demonstrates to the 

department that a building sign is not feasible. When a building sign is not feasible, a 
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freestanding sign may be allowed when there is no signifieant degradation of a vista or viewpoint 
or impairment of the visual access to the water body from such vistas or viewpoints. 

30.67.590 Transportation, circulation and parking. 

( 1) The following general regulations apply to facilities and structures for transportation, 
circulation and parking within shorelines: 

(a) New transportation facilities may be located within shoreline jurisdiction only when 
alternative locations are not feasible. 

(b) Transportation facilities shall cross shoreline jurisdiction by the most direct route 
feasible, unless such a route would result in greater impacts on wetlands and fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas, agricultural activities, or channel migration than a less direct route. 

(c) Transportation facilities shall be designed to allow the free flow of water, sediment 
and debris under them and to convey a I 00-year flood without causing any rise in the flood 
profile above conditions at the time of permit application. All bridges must provide a minimum 
of three feet of clearance above the one hundred year flood level. 

( d) Transportation facilities that cross over watercourses or wetlands shall utilize 
elevated, open pile or pier structures \Vhenever feasible. 

( e) Road crossings on fish-bearing streams shall be designed according to the guidelines 
set forth in Fish Passage Design at Road Culverts (Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, March 3, 1999). 

(f) Bridge approach fills shall not encroach in the floodway of the base flood ( 100-year 
frequency) of any river. 

(g) When transportation facilities are designed to act as flood control structures, the 
proposal shall comply with the requirements of SCC 30.67.540. 

(h) New and enlarged transportation facilities shall provide public access pursuant to 
sec 30.67.330. 

(i) Circulation system plans should include provisions for pedestrian, bicycle and public 
transportation where appropriate. 

(j) Parking and loading facilities necessary to support an authorized shoreline use may be 
allowed in shoreline areas only when: 

(i) The applicant can demonstrate that no other alternative location is feasible to 
serve the primary use of the site; or 

(ii) The parking or loading facility is needed to accommodate public access pursuant 
to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 U .S.C. § 12101 et seq. 

(k) All of the following conditions shall be met when a parking facility is proposed in the 
shoreline jurisdiction: 

(i) The facilities shall be located landward from the primary building or use being 
served, except when the parking facility is within or beneath the structure and adequately 
screened; 

(ii) Shoreline stabilization measures will not be necessary to protect the facility; 
(iii) The facility will not result in impacts to wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat 

conservation areas and their functions and values or the impacts can be mitigated in accordance 
\Vith the requirements of chapter 30.62A sec 

(iv) Upland parking facilities shall provide safe and convenient pedestrian circulation 
from the parking area to the shoreline; 
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(v) Loading spaces for development in the shoreline jurisdiction shall be located on 
the landward side of non water-dependent uses or activities; and 

(vi) All facilities shall provide parking suitable to the expected usage of the facility 
in accordance with parking requirements in Title 30 SCC. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations contained in SCC 30.67.590(1), the f<)Ilowing 
shoreline environment designation-specific regulations for transportation, circulation and parking 
apply: 

(a) Bridges, roads and parking facilities are permitted in the Urban, Rural Conservancy 
and Resource environments; 

(b) Bridges, roads and parking facilities are conditionally permitted in the Urban 
Conservancy and Municipal Watershed Utility environments, except that roads and bridges 
constructed for forest practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are permitted in the 
Municipal Watershed Utility environment. 

(c) In the Natural environment: 
(i) Bridges and roads are prohibited; and 
(ii) Parking facilities are conditionally permitted. 

(d) In the Aquatic environment: 
(i) Bridges arc conditionally permitted, provided they are permitted or conditionally 

permitted in the adjacent upland environment, except that bridges constructed for forest practices 
in accordance with Title 222 WAC are permitted in the Aquatic environment provided that the 
adjacent environment is not designated as Natural; and 

(ii) Roads and parking facilities are prohibited. 

30.67.595 Utility facilities. 

For the purposes of this chapter, utility facilities are structures used to produce or carry electric 
power, gas, sewage, water, storm water, oil and communications including, but not limited to 
telephone, personal \vireless communications, radio and television. 

(I) The following general regulations apply to utility facilities \Vithin shorelines: 
(a) Utility facilities shall be located outside of shoreline jurisdiction whenever feasible. 

When located within shoreline jurisdiction, utility facilities shall result in no net loss of shoreline 
ecological functions; 

(b) Utility facilities shall be designed and located as follows: 
(i) Non-water dependent and non-water related above-ground generating facilities 

(except hydroelectric generating facilities), switching complexes, pumping stations, treatment 
plants, storage tanks, towers and substations shall be set back from the ordinary high water mark 
at least 200 feet; 

(ii) Utility transmission facilities shall be located in existing rights-of-way whenever 
possible and cross shoreline jurisdiction by the most direct route feasible, unless an alternative 
route would result in less impact on shoreline ecological functions; 

(iii)Utility facilities shall not parallel a water body unless located in an existing 
improved transportation or utility corridor, and provided that underground facilities do not 
adversely impact hyporheic exchange; 

(iv)Utility transmission lines, pipes and wires entering or leaving a body of water, 
other than a river. shall be bored or buried belO\v the surface of the water body's bed from the 
ordinary high water mark out to a minimum water depth of minus ten feet (-10 feet) below mean 
lower low \\·ater. Directional boring, instead of excavation or trenching, is required where 
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feasible; 
(v) Utility transmission lines, pipes and wires shall be bored under a river, stream or 

channel migration zone, or permanently affixed to a bridge or other existing above-ground 
structure, where feasible; 

(vi)Aerial utility lines and vertical utility facilities shall make maximum use of 
topography to minimize visual impacts on the surrounding area; 

(vii) New AM radio towers are prohibited. AM radio towers either constructed 
before October 13, 20 I 0, or with complete applications for all permits and approvals required for 
construction before October 13,2010, shall not be considered nonconforming uses and they may 
be repaired, replaced, and reconfigured as to the number and dimensions of towers so long as the 
repair, replacement, or reconfiguration occurs on the parcel where the tower was originally 
constructed or permitted and it does not increase the number of AM radio towers constructed on 
the parcel. The design of vertical utilities such as communication towers shall not obstruct or 
destroy scenic views of the water. This may be accomplished by design, orientation and location 
of the tower, height, camouflage of the tower, or other features consistent with utility 
technology; 

(viii) Banks and dikes where transmission facilities enter or leave a body of water 
shall be returned to their pre-construction configuration, shall be thoroughly compacted and 
protected against erosion, and shall be maintained in a safe condition by the utility; and 

(ix) Utility facilities shall not be located on feeder bluffs or in critical saltwater 
habitat unless no feasible alternative exists and all adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

(2) In addition to the general regulations in SCC 30.67.595(1), the following shoreline 
environment designation-specific regulations apply to utility facilities: 

(a) Urban. 
(i) Except as provided in SCC 30.67.595(2)(a)(ii), utility facilities are permitted; 

and. 
(ii) Dams, power plants, and associated uses are prohibited in the Urban 

environment. 
(b) Urban Conservancy. 

(i) Transmission wires, pipes and supports are permitted when attached to a bridge or 
similar structure; 

(ii) The following utility structures and facilities arc conditionally permitted: 
(A) Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities; and 
(B) Transmission wires, pipes and supports, except as provided in sec 

30.65 .595(2 )(b )(i). 
(iii) The following utility structures and facilities are prohibited: 

(A) Dams, power plants and associated uses; and 
(B)All other utility facilities not expressly identified in sec 30.67.595(2)(b)(i) 

and (ii). 
( c) Rural Conservancy. 

(i) Transmission wires, pipes and supports are permitted; and 
(ii) The following utility facilities are conditionally permitted: 

(A) Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities; 
(B) Dams, power plants and associated uses; and 
(C) All other utility facilities not expressly identified in SCC 30.67.595(2)(c)(i). 

(d) Resource and Municipal Watershed Utility. 
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(i) Transmission wires, pipes and supports are permitted; and 
(ii) The following utility facilities are conditionally permitted: 

(A) Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities; 
(B) Dams, power plants and associated uses; and 
(C) All other utility facilities not expressly identified in SCC 30.67.595(2)(d)(i). 

( e) Natural. 
(i) Transmission wires, pipes and supports when attached to a bridge or similar 

structure are permitted, otherwise such uses are conditionally permitted; and 
(ii) Except as provided in SCC 30.67.595(e)(i), all other utility facilities are 

prohibited. 
(t) Aquatic. 

(i) Transmission wires, pipes and supports when attached to a bridge or similar 
structure are permitted, otherwise such uses are conditionally permitted. 

(ii) Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities, including AM radio 
towers, are prohibited; 

(iii) The following utility structures and facilities are conditionally permitted: 
(A) Dams, power plants and associated uses; and 
(B) All other utility facilities not expressly identified in SCC 30.67.595(2)(f)(i) 

and (ii). 

30.67.599 Vegetation conservation and management. 

The purpose of vegetation conservation and management is to protect and restore the shoreline 
ecological functions and ecosystem-wide processes performed by vegetation along shorelines. 
Vegetation conservation and management should also be undertaken to protect human safety and 
prope11y, to increase the stability of river banks and coastal bluffs, to reduce the need for 
structural shoreline stabilization measures, to improve the visual and aesthetic qualities of the 
shoreline, to protect plant and animal species and their habitats, and to enhance shoreline uses. 

(I) Vegetation conservation and management is subject to the requirements of chapters 
30.62A and 30.62B SCC. 

(2) The removal or modification of existing vegetation and the alteration of topography 
shall be the minimum necessary to accommodate an approved shoreline use or modification. 
Except as provided in SCC 30.67.599(3), disturbed areas shall be replanted with appropriate 
native species during the next growing season subject to the requirements of SCC 
30.62A.320(3). Once the requirements of SCC 30.62A.320(3) have been satisfied, any 
additional areas outside of the buffer and buffer mitigation area shall be replanted using a 
minimum area replacement ratio of l: 1. Additional replanting area or native plant species 
diversity improvements may be proposed by project applicants. 

(3) Removal and control of noxious or invasive non-native plant species is permitted in all 
shoreline environments, provided that removal or control does not result in adverse impacts to 
water quality. If the removal of noxious or invasive non-native plants affects bank stability, 
replanting with native species using a minimum area replacement ratio of I: l is required. 
Vegetation management limited only to noxious or invasive non-native species is subject to the 
requirements of SCC 30.62A.0I 0(2)(iv) and SCC 30.62A.5 l 0(3)(h). 

( 4) Landscaping required for development or uses within shoreline jurisdiction shall be 
designed to complement and enhance the view of the \Vater over and across the site. 
Landscaping shall not be reduced or eliminated to achieve this provision, but shall be clustered to 
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frame view corridors and shall use species conducive to the natural conditions of the shoreline 
environment. 
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((Exhibit B 
Amended Ordinance No. 12 025)) 

Snohomish County 

Shoreline Management Program: 

Shoreline Environment 
Designation Maps 

-~ 
Snohomish County 

Planning and Development Services 

Created by Amended Ordinance No. 12-025 on June 6. 2012 

Approved by Washington State Department of Ecology on July 13. 2012, Effective July 27, 2012 

Last amended by Amended Ordinance No. 19- on [date of adoption) 

Approved by Washington State Department of Ecology on [date of approval). Effective [date) 

((Appro)1ed by 'Nashington State Department of ecology 

June12012)) 
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Snohomish County 
Planning and Development Services 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Snohomish County Planning Commission 

FROM: Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 

3000 Rockefeller Ave., M/S 604 
Everett, WA 98201-4046 

(425) 388-3311 
WWW.g!IQ:OOLOrg 

Dave Somers 
County Executive 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Staff Report: 2019 Periodic Review of Shoreline Management Program 

DATE: October 9, 2018 

PDS provided commissioners with a staff report for the May 22, 2018, informational briefing on state
mandated periodic review of the county's Shoreline Management Program (SMP). The staff report 
(dated May 4, 2018) included background information on the regulatory framework and requirements 
of the Shoreline Management Act (SMA), as well as a table summarizing the changes being proposed as 
part of 2019 Periodic Review of the county's SMP. Due to the length of time that has passed since the 
briefing, the complete May 4, 2018, staff report is attached. 

As conveyed at the May 22, 2018, informational briefing, the county must review, and if the review 
determines changes are necessary, revise its SMP no later than June 30, 2019 (and every eight years 
thereafter). Commissioners had severa l clarifying questions for PDS staff at the briefing on this project. 
PDS transmitted responses to these questions in email correspondence dated May 23, 2018. 

The main purpose of this supplemental staff report ts to transmit the draft findings and conclusions and 
proposed code, map and policy document amendments to the county's SMP in advance of the Planning 
Commission public hearing on th;s project scheduled for October 23, 2018. The following minor changes 
have been made to the proposal since the briefing: 

SMP Code: see updated summary table and proposed code amendments in Attachments la and lb 
• Note changes to Item #s: 1, 5, 10, 13d and 18 
• New Item #s 23 - 27 

SMP Map: see updated map amendments in Attachment 2 

• Correct the city of Lake Stevens annexation to City of Everett 
• Remove Star Creek, Marsh Creek Floodplains, and Winters Lake 
• New information boxes identifying changes added to map for clarity 

SMP Policy Document: see proposed policy document in Attachment 3 

• PDS is no longer proposing to restructure the entire SMP policy document 
• Minor changes being proposed include: 

o Additions to list of shorelines in Snohomish County (Section 1.2.1.1) 
o Updated figures for zoning types in each shoreline environment designation (Table 3) 



Attachments 
Attachment 1(a) 
Attachment l(b) 
Attachment 2 
Attachment 3 
Attachment 4 
Attachment 5 

Updated Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments 
Proposed Shoreline Code Amendments 
Proposed Shoreline Map Amendments 
Proposed Shoreline Policy Document Amendments 
Draft Findings and Conclusions 
May 4, 2018, Informational Briefing Materials 
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Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review - Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments (Updated) 

State -Initiated Amendments 

# Provision Subject Area 
Changes Made by Legislature 

Impact to County SMP 
Proposed Change 

to SMA Provision Mandatory or Optional 
1. RCW 90.58.270(5~) Add or Amend State law dedares that floating homes legally • Rer,u)•~"" ao i;l 440IUI R1feJ1R,1 Re&a, Mandatory. Jurisdictions with floating homes must lndude 

NJJcon fcY chKl<li,t Definitions established prior to 1/1/2011 must be classified as a Add lie air RI! t.eFRes ,e U1ese cv,aes el wses peFFR1lled a definition consistent with the statute and a policy or 
WAC l 73-26-030(31(d)(17) conforming preferred use. Jurisdictions are required to QRJ',' IA Sflilr:!Rill!ii regulation that clarifies the legal status of floating homes. 
20U~ on ECY checklist amend their definition for •floating home.• . Addition! sec 30.67.430-Shorellne Use Matrix By adding floating homes under residential use as 

Add new footnote {38) after "floating home• conforming uses, new, maintenance, repair, replacement 

' • Additi on I sec 30.67.440(38)-Refe,ence notes and remodeling should be allowed for these historic uses 

Add new footnote (38) stating "Floating homes just like any other SMP residential use. This exception does 

' permitted or legally established pnor to January 1, not apply to floating homes that were not legally 

I• 2011, are consfdered conforming uses , See established prior to 1/1/2011- those uses continue to be 
I 30.67.450(1).# prohibited. 

• '1;effl.O\le! '" ao ,;i 450(UJ MaA &eAfeFFRiAB w,a, ar 
, ~ - 6411 ~1111• ,wll,~IOF,Ulj •~ifil•u~~ ..... ,s. 

lli!a•, vuollllijtr,t.i '"""' ,, ti-1 ''"" ~Mtf 1~ '"' w~i;: 
~f'I fiill.Ptl '8 II it 58 'kMfaNpt: 195415, 

I • • sec 30.67 .570 - Residential 
Add supporting amendment declaring that "resi dential" 
uses include ftoatmg homes. 

• sec 30.91F.355 -Definition of Aoatlng Home 
Amend definition of "floating home• to achieve 
consistency with 2011 amendment. 

I' 

2. WAC 173-26-241 p Ecology amended shoreline rules in the WAC to darify sec 30.910.230 - Definition of Development Optional. It is not necessary to adopt this darlflcation Into 
lill 7b on ECY chetkli>t the definition of development does not indude projects Consider amending definition of •development" in sec to an SMP - local governments may look to the state rule to 

that Involve only dismantling or removing structures exclude projects that only involve dismantling or removal. answer questions about this change should this arise. 
Without any associated development or re- However, If a local government chooses to Incorporate the 
development. new darlflcation it could be incorporated directly into the 

' 5MP definition of •development.• This comes up enough 
for PDS permitting that they see a benefit to Including this 
clartflcatlon. 

3. Rew 90.58.030 Exemption for Legislature added exemption for retrofitting existing SCC 30.44.120(1)- Exemptions from shorellne substantial Mandatory. This SMA amendment applied on its effective 
l1; I ~ oo £CY checl<Jin compliance with structures for compliance with ADA in 2016; WAC development permits date, regardless of whether local governments added this 
WAC 173-27-040 ADA subsequently amended to comply with change In statute Consider adding new subsection (pl with language provided exemption by amending their SMP to speclflcally address It 
Jl))koo ECY chocklfst (RCW). by the state. 

4. RCW 90.S8.030(3)(e) Cost Threshold for Legislature changed exemption criteria forfresh water sec 30.44.120(l)(h)(II)- Exemptions from shoreline MandatOfY. This SMA amendment applied on Its effective 
21t1•• on ecv chK~llil Replacement docks. Changes to WAC specify criteria for exemption: substantial development permits date, regardless of whether local governments speciflcalt\r 
WAC 173-27·040(2l(hl Docks on Lakes and Exempts docks under (A) $20,000 for replacement docks Amend by adding A and S to distinguish the $20,000 from exempted it in their SMP. Snohomish County does not 
2M•1 oo ECV chec~list Rivers or (S) $10,000 for all other docks constructed in the $10,000. simply cite the RCW In code. Instead, we repeat what the 

freshwater. WAC says in order to assist applicants and therefore need 
to m<>dlfy this section of code to reflect the new cost 
thresholds adopted by the state. 

~ 
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Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review - Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments (Updil ted) 

S. RCW 90.58.140 Date of FIiing legislature ~rifled deadlines are measured from the .. sec 30.44.220(1) and (2) • nme requirements for Mandatory. Ecology amended shoreline rules to 
2ij17don ECY o:fl .. kl~l date permit decisions are flied; not received; also shoreline permits Incorporate a 2011 law relating to permit filing. These 
RCW 90.58.180 clarified the meaning of "date of filing" in RCW • sec 30.44.230(21· FIiing with ECY details are Important beQuse the date of filing establishes 
2017d on fCY cht.~klist 90.58.140(61 • sec 30.44.250 -Appeals the start of the Shoreline Hearings Board appeal period. 
WAC 173-27-130 Legislature c1arllled that appeal windows are measured . Jtem~:f ,,, iQ 4 4 i3+011J Reui,ier:1& lfil ,tiifi1FaliAa The law clarified that local permit decisions shall be 
2017d on ECY c~eckllst from the date ECY decisions are flied, not date of jl4tJfMG submitted to Ecology by return receipt requested mall. This 

receipt. Changes to the WAC are to achieve consistency '4AS.ditF ai:11e~811J1eA,ii ,e illll ilil&a1ie1Rdi lltill II awlcl dl1,i19 intent is to bring consistency and predictability to the 
with change in statute (RCW}, I.e., amend provisions ~ tlming of the appeal period. 
related to notifications and appeal timellnes; filing with 
the department. 

6. RCW 90.58.620 Non-Conforming Legislature clarified that SMPs may classify legally • sec 30.67.4SO - Non-conforming uses or structures Optional. SMPs approved by Ecology aftet" 9/1/2011, may 
Wlld.i,• F()' "'"'k"" Use established residential structures as conforming, even if Consider adding new "Residential" section and include provisions that authorize legally established 

they do not meet certain requirements. Changes also renumbering remaining sections resldentlal and appurtenant structures used for a 
allow these previously non-conforming, now conforming • Ri!rnavd ,,, iQ i:;E ii;IQ ~a1ld1R&ial •~ coA,1151eA~ conforming use but not meeting dimensional standards for 
residential structures, to redevelop or expand Just like IAII ,11aci"R6 aRd ,u~n"laR,j new development to be considered conforming structures. 
other properties, so long as no net loss of ecological C.111,lie, 111ed,;.._1, "'-'' ,, '"'' ·, "" ~ Hildi~a~ This does not indude bulkheads, other shoreline 
functions occurs. a"'@RdA:U!Rl5 ~ay taa R888ed tea: ,aR!ii,i@Aqt modifications, or overwater structures. Authority: RCW 

90.58.620 
7. Special ECY Request Request from Ecology to allow a i peclal, common-line sec 30.67.060 - Relationship to Critical Area Regulations Special Request by Ecology 

setback for new SFR development on vacant lots on • Conslder adding new subsection (3) allowing a special Ecology has repeatedly encouraged the county to consider 
spedfic, highly-developed shorelines throughout the setback on certain "butlt-out• lake shorelines ,n adopting variable critical area buffer widths for new single 
county. Snohomish County family residential development on vacant parcels located 

• Consider identifying lakes that meet the "built-out" on the shorelines of Lakes Goodwin, Shoecraft, Ki, Stevens, 
cnteria. e.g.. Roes,gner, Goodwin Roesiger, Serene, Martha and Lake Stickney. 

• Consider providing illustrations in code on how to 
calculate special setback for "built-out" lake shorelines. 

8. RCW 90.58.355 Exemptions for The legislature added new sections In 2012 and 2015 sec 30.44.020 - Oeveloprne"t not subject to the SMA Optional. The exceptions to SMP review covered under the 
2011c .., fer, "Cili" Certlln Projects e>tempting certain projects from obtaining shoreline • Amend subsection (2) clarifying exemptions statutes in these two rules apply whether or not they are 

and Activities permits or local reviews: 1) boatyard facility site • Add subsection (2 f(ii) and (iii) addressing each new included in local SMPs. The county already has a 
improvements for stormwater treatment and 2) WSOOT project consolidated code section devoted to addressing these 
facility and maintenance projects. exceptions to ensure consistent Implementation. 

9. RCW 90.58.140 Time The legislature also added new subsection (cl a'lowlng sec 30.44.220-Time requirements for shoreline permits Optional. It is not necessary for the county to include these 
l.ftl J • <""- ICY c~e<l<lo.! Requirements WSOOT projects addressinB safety risks to begin • Consider a minor amendment to subsection (l) provislons in Its SMP, but a reference here could help 

construction 21 days after submitting an applicatlon. referencing new subsection (cf in RCW 90.58.140(5). ensure consistent implementation witll the statute. 
10. Remov•ll l'<JIC 17i ~, GNdu5k &Qt ad1i1JJl1d Rem RIIH feF ,e,..~eF&lal 19adw,k • SCC ill ,;i 4iiQ +allle 1 &llerellAe Use UacrlK •4afldalePJ ,,a,al'f' a1t1,1ad Ae•u Ri1l1,fea: ,a"'A11a:,lal 
~ At1YaHIIIWN iilllWl&WIIWFI ~4aAtt .,,._. ,t.aR&eS .... ~ iACiQf:,i9Falall Ada A9"' Fl!M!F9RC8 A"'e # fii8) 1aadw,~ a11wac111ll1i1Fe "'aAtt' et 1ut~i~ •Fe alF&iHl\1 a1h•,es1ell 
aon, toa1 liQ: '"'"""llri IA&a lhe "9wA¥1 SUSI IR ;tQi4 mtlf:I lt:.i, 8Nlllpll8A • "' ;ig,,;i 44g ReteHR&I A'1181 leF &hlillF&liR• fllaviM iA ,a, 1'*,I "'"•, ml~ IAi, 8Nl8plhi11A foF ii S$PP: :u.,, 

Ritla11uil la RillilMiRAII a 51u1FeliR1 5ulaslaAliaJ Qacl ae,"i'""R fo• ,e£e"'1R&e Rale as &laRf¥iAIJ ,1oa, aR a"'eAdAleAi i1 AN epChu:ial aRlil 11 la1iAI adliad la addaua 
~ ,a1a,u1u1M PeARil ~lijgp:J feF prej1W a Ad aaiui&i1, i;gp is ""'l"i,ecl to, p,Qje~s iR& a"i"'*les ,1oa, ,awse l&A&i518R&y wflh ,e51wlr•~•Atc IA Aiilte ,~,.. 
tl:!at ,aw11 swllstaRtial iAlaFfe,aR&e mi&I:, 11u~U, a&&eS& iRCe~ea:e1:i,@ auiC~ ,wbli, ac:,&,, 

• iit;C ag i.E &IQ Aqw~wl&u,,. 
~"' ~• , •~ioA l~M"I da.,.l\liiAt "'aoli&lll i.i 
~e• fer , -,•1e.u alllill' N _li • ·• tt.H ;,z 1u,t 
IIMfdt,ISIIH il~~-H, 

11. RCW 90.58.580 Restoration Legislative change allowing relief to property owners sec 30.67.580 • Shoreline habitat restoration and Optional. It is not necessary to amend local SMP regulations 
WAC 173-27-215 Projects within a experiencing a hardship from restoratlQn projects that enhancement. though the process may be used even if the provision is not 
?OO'la .., lCY <- UGA have shifted the OHWM, thus shifting the 200-foot area Consider adding new subsection (31 allowing for relief from in the SMP. Property owners utilizing this option may 

where shoreline regulations apply. SMP development standards and use regulations resulting request relief consistent with the aiteria and procedures in 
from shoreline restoration projects within UGAs. WAC 173-27-215. 
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12. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review - Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments (Updated) 

WAC 173-18-044 
WAC 173-18-046 
WAC 173-20-044 
173-20-046 
?OO<l'b"'1'tl'('!lf<~ ' 

I 

Ust and Map of 
Streams and Lakes 

... 

Ecology amended rules to darify that comprehensively 
updated SMPs shall include a list and map of streams 
and lakes that are in shoreline jurisdiction. 

Amend the SMP policy document to: 
Update the list of streams and lakes on pages 6 -10 with 
previously unmapped waterbodies 

' 

Locally - ln1t1ated Amendments 

Optional. State law suggests that if a Jurisdiction has 
Identified any new streams or lakes since the ' 
comprehensive update, the lists and maps should be 
updated. The amendments also clarify that if a stream 
segment or lake is subsequently discovered to meet the 
SMA criteria, the SMP shall be amended within three years 
of the discovery. 

--~~~~ 3J Spelling Errors a) Consider amending code to correct spelling Existing code spells the tenn "boathouse• differently. lt is split into two words sec 30.67.SlS - Boating Facilities 

error related to term: "Boathouse• in Boating Faci'ities; definition of "boathouse• in 30.918 has it all as one word. Consider amending (l)(vii) and (viii) by replacing "boat house· rtwo 
separate words) with "boathouse.• .... addressing unintentional error. 

bl Consider amending code to correct spelling The Reference notes for the shoreline use and modification matrix use the sec 30.67.440 - Reference notes for shoreline use/modification matrix 
error related to term; "timber" word "timer" instead of "timber.• Consider amendment to (8) to replace term "timer" with "timber." 

c) Consider amending code to correct spelling Existing code puts a space between •un• and "authorized." which is not sec 30.67.515 - Boating Facilities 
error related to term: "unauthorized" intended. This should be spelled as one word. Consider amendment to (3) to replace term "un authorized" with 

•unauthorized." 

d) Adcllt.onl Consider amending code to Existing code says •tour or few parcels or dwelling units .... • sec 30.67.330(1J(a)- Public Access 

correct spelling error related to tenn: "few" Consider amendment to (l)(a) to replace tenn "few" with "fewer." 
-
14. Docks a) Consider amending light passage Existlng code contains very specific requiremenu for construction materials sec 30.67.515 - Boating Facilities 

requirement for decking for docks & piers {45% light passage); floau, 30%. Staff state that these Consider amending (l)(kl(ixl(I) to remove 45% light passage requirement 
standards are difficult to achieve, implement and prove. for decking of all piers and docks and 30% light passage for floats and 

replace with language that reflects the use cf construction materials 

"' with •maximum light passage• technology or techniques. u 
1111 b) Consider clarifying the length provision for Existing code requires length of dock to be an avera1e of the lengths cf sec 30.67 .S15 - Boating facilities C 
ftl residential pi ers and docks abutting docks and piers, but does not specify what to do if there are no Consider amendment to (ll(kl(ix)(F) clarifying that properties without 
.I:: u adjacent decks or piers . abutting piers/docks cannot extend more than 80 feet from OHWM. 
cu 
,:s c) Consider reformatting code to change the Existing regulations for boating facilities [marinas, yacht & boat clubs, boat sec 30.67 .515 - Boating Facilities 

8 location of dock regulations launches, boat ramps, and boathouses) is combined with regulations for boat Consider separating regulations for piers, docks, floats and mooring 

mooring facilities (docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys) Currently, buoys from regulations for marinas, yacht and boat dubs, boat launches, 
residential dock regulations are buried in the code. ramps, and boathouses into two separate sections to provide more 

clarity. -
15. Impervious Consider clarifying intent of impervious surface Existing code limits subdivisions lying fully or partially within shoreline sec 30.67.570- Residential 

Surface limit for subdivisions jurisdiction to a maximum of 10% total impervious surface within the Consider amendment to l{g) clarifying that the ten percent cap on total 
subdivision boundary. Shoreline requirements cannot be Imposed on the effective impervious surface only applies to that portion of the 
portion of the subdivision that is outside of shoreline jurisdiction. subdivision that lies within shoreline jurisdiction. -16. Ordinary Hip Consider codifying Ecology (ECVJ guidance on Existing code does not provide guidance for how OHWM detenninations are sec 30.44.300 - Ordinary high water mark determinations 

Water Mark OHWM detenninations made; new guidance from ECV exists is available. Consider adding new section stating that determinations shall be made 

- (OHWM) using ECV's Oct 2016 Guidance Manual. 

17. Bulkheads Consider darifylng exemptions for nonnal Existing code indicates that a shoreline Conditional Use Pennit (CUP) is sec 30.67.575 -Shoreline and bank stabilization 
maintenance and repair of shoreline and bank required for bulkheads not associated with a restoration project. This Consider amendment to (2)[b) clarifying that a CUP Is not required for 
stabilization measures, I.e., bulkheads provision would benefit from darification. Nonnal maintenance and repair of normal maintenance and repair of a bulkhead. 

bulkheads is allowed [SCC 30.67.57S( ll(a)) without a CUP. 

2019 SMP Supplemental Staff Report · Attachment ta: Updated Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments 



Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review- Summary Table of Proposed Code Amendments {Updated) 

18. Critical Area Consider updating references to 2007 version of Existing code in 30.67.060 still makes reference to 2007 CAR which is no Addi! ,anJ sec 30.67.030 • Shoreline Management Program (SMPI -
Regulations Critical Area Regulat ions (CAR) In the SMP longer Best Available Science. Though 2015 CAR has been adopted by the components and relationship to comprehensive plan. 

county, this proposed change will need to be reviewed/approved by Ecology. Consider making reference to the 2015 version of critical area 
regulations. 

sec 30.67.060- Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 
Consider incorporating amendments to sec 30.67.060 as updated by 

- 2015CAR. 
19. Definition of Consider amending definition of aquaculture to This proposed amendment reflects greater accuracy in county's SMP sec 30.91A.255 • Aqu.M:ulture. 

Aquaculture acknowledge wild geoduck fishery is co- Amend definition by adding the words •and Tribes as co-managers" of 
managed by both state and Tribes wild geoduck fishery. 

10 Innovative Consider removing the requirement to obtain a Innovative Development Design can be used for any proJect regardless of size, sec 30.67 .060(41- Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 
Development shoreline variance when the innovative scale, intensity, use or type. It is often the only way for many small-scale, Consider amendment darifylng that a shoreline variance permit is 

development design provisions of sec single family residential (SFRI projects to comply with CAR. If an SFR is CAR required for all innovative designs except those solely for SFR structures 
30.62A.3SO are utilized for a single family compliant, a variance should not be required. Removing this automatic or appurtenances. 

I! residence. variance trigger would allow SFR structures and appurtenances relief from the 
variance permit requi rement while preserving the variance permit 
requirement for non-SFR innovative development designs. 

21. Provide Unk to Consider providing a link to the definitions for This section on exemptions would be much simpler for customers if the link to SCC 30.44.120 - Exemptions from substantial development permits 
Definitions "single family residential [SFR)" and definitions for "single family residential (SFRI" and "appurtenance• were Consider amend ng (g) to include I nks to definitions for SFR and 

•appurtenance."' embedded directly in the code provision. appurtenance. 
22. Salmonid Habitat Consider clarifying the term "salmonid habitat" Existing code states the maximum width of piers/docks on any lake identified sec 30.67.517 - Mooring Facilities 

in provisions related to width requirements for as "salmonid habitat" is two feet less (4 ft) than lakes not identified as Consider amend ng (ll(Fl(II I) to remove language •of any lake identified 
piers/docks on lakes shorelines. salmonid habitat (6 ft). "Salmonid habitat" is not a term officially defined in as salmonid habitat" and replace with "of any lake that contains 

county code This provision would benefit from clarification that the 4 ft salmon ids." 
requirement applies to lakes that contain salmonids. 

23. AdcMt.on1 land U51! Consider updating figures in Table 3 of the SMP The existing policy document contains figures that exist from 2012. Amend the SMP policy document to: 

Patterns Policy Document: Land Use Type and Intensity in Update the table to reflect 2019 map changes by adjusting the acreage 
each Shoreline Environment ~signatlon ••• and percent calculations of zoning classificatlons within each shoreline 

environment designation. 

2~. Addition! Yacht Consider regulatin1 •yacht and boat clubs" the Following the change that restructures regulations for boating facilities, staff sec 30.67.515 - Boating facilities 

and Boat Clubs same as ""marinas" leamed that there are no regulations specific to yacht and boat clubs. Consider amending (l)(hl to add •yacht and boat dubs" ta regulations 
for marinas. 

2S Addition! Consider fixing a typographical error in Existing code references Chapter 30.67A when it should be Chapter 30.62A sec 30.67.515- Boating Facilities 
Typographical published code sec Consider amending (l)(l)(ix] to reference correct code provision in 

Errors Chapter 30.62A sec. 
Existing code references 30.67.4S0(6)(a) which does not exist SCC 30.67 .450 - Non-conforming uses or structures 

Consider amending (7)(b) to make reference to the findings In SCC 
30.67 .4S0(8)(a) not 30.67 .450(6)(a). 

26. Addition! Natural Consider clarifying code provision that limits the Existing code in sec 30.67.570 is unclear what residential uses are allowed in sec 30.67 .570 - Residential 
Shoreline types of residential uses allowed in the Natural the natural shoreline environment. Table 1 In sec 30.67.430 (Shoreline Use Consider amending (2)(f)(II) to darify that SFRs and MHs are allowed in 

Environment Shoreline Environment. and Modification Matrix) provides clarity. the natural shoreline environment but that all other residential 
development and structure types are prohibited. 

27. Add1t,oni Consider clarifying that the term "single-family The existing definition for single-family residence applies to "shoreline• sec 30.91S.330 - Single-family residence 
Definition of residence" is used in Chapter 30.67 sec, as well regulations in both Chapters 30.44 and 30.67 sec.· Consider amendment clarifying that single-family residence applies to 

Single-family as Chapter 30.44 sec. shoreline regulations in Chapters 30.67 as well as 30.44 sec. 
residence 
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ZS. Consider fixing code so that a variance permit is Existing code requires a shoreline variance when the deviation provisions in sec 30.67.060 - Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 

Shoreline Variance not required when deviation provisions of sec the Geologically Hazardous Areas code are used. However, development ConsJder amendment deleting (2)(d) to clarify that a shoreline variance 

30.628.340(1) (Geologically Hazardous activities are subject to RIGOROUS standards and requirements in sec is not required when deviation provisions In sec 30.62B.340(1) are 

Areas/Landslide Hazard Area) are utilized. 30.62B.320, including all of the requirements for a geotechnical report in utilized. Reletter remaining provisions. 

30.62B.140. Requiring a shoreline variance on top of all of that is not 
necessary. 
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Attachment 1 b: Proposed Shoreline Code Amendments 

1 30.44.020- Development not subject to the Shoreline Management Act. 
2 The following developments are not required to meet the requirements of the Shoreline 
3 Management Act, chapter 90.58 RCW, as described below: 
4 (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any legal requirement under the Shoreline 
5 Management Act, including any standard, limitation, rule, or order is superseded and replaced in 
6 accordance with the terms and provisions of an environmental excellence program agreement, 
7 entered into under chapter 43.21 K RCW. 
B (((2) The pF000E11::1r:al F0q1::1iFemoRts ef tho ShoFOliRo Management Ast shall not apply to)) 
9 (2) Requirements to obtain a substantial development permit. conditional use permit, variance. 

10 letter of exemption or other local review under chapter 90.58 RCW or the Snohomish County 
11 Shoreline Management Program shall not apply to: 
12 ill any person conducting a remedial action at a facility pursuant to a consent decree, 
13 order, or agreed order issued pursuant to chapter 70.1050 RCW, or to the department of 
14 ecology when it conducts a remedial action under chapter 70. 105D RCW. The 
15 department of ecology shall ensure compliance with the substantive requirements of 
16 chapter 90.58 RCW through the consent decree, order, or agreed order issued pursuant 
17 to chapter 70.1050 RCW, or during the department-conducted remedial action, through 
18 the procedures developed by the department pursuant to RCW 70.1050.090((.,.))~ 
19 (ii) any person installing site improvements for storm water treatment in an existing 
20 boatyard facility to meet requirements of a national pollutant discharge elimination 
21 system storm water general permit pursuant to RCW 90.58.355: and 
22 (iii) Washington State Department of Transportation projects and activities meeting the 
23 conditions of RCW 90.58.356. 
24 (3) The holder of a certification under chapter 80.50 RCW shall not be required to obtain a 
25 permit under chapter 90.58 RCW or the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program. 
26 
27 30.44.120 - Exemptions from shoreline substantial development permits. 
28 (1) The following types of development must be consistent with the policies and provisions of 
29 the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP, but are not considered shoreline substantial 
30 developments for purposes of this chapter and are not required to obtain a shoreline substantial 
31 development permit: 
32 (a) Any development of which the total cost or fair market value, whichever is higher, does 
33 not exceed the dollar threshold established or as hereafter adjusted by the state office of 
34 financial management pursuant to WAC 173-27-040(2)(a), provided such development 
35 does not materially interfere with the normal public use of the water or shorelines of the 
36 state; 
37 (b) Normal maintenance or repair of existing structures or developments, including 
38 damage by accident, fire, or elements; 
39 (c) Construction of the normal protective bulkhead common to single family residences; 
40 (d) Emergency temporary construction necessary to protect property from damage by the 
41 elements consistent with the provisions in SCC 30.44.280; 
42 (e) Construction and practices normal or necessary for farming, irrigation, and ranching 
43 activities, including agricultural service roads and utilities on shorelands, and the 
44 construction and maintenance of irrigation structures including but not limited to head 
45 gates, pumping facilities, and irrigation channels. A feedlot of any size, all processing 
46 plants, other activities of a commercial nature, alteration of the contour of the shorelands 
47 by leveling or filling other than that which results from normal cultivation, shall not be 
48 considered normal or necessary farming or ranching activities. A feedlot shall be an 
49 enclosure or facility used or capable of being used for feeding livestock hay, grain, silage, 
so or other livestock feed, but shall not include land for growing crops or vegetation for 
51 livestock feeding and/or grazing, nor shall it include normal livestock wintering operations; 
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1 (f) Construction or modification of navigational aids, such as channel markers and anchor 
2 buoys; 
3 (g) Construction on shorelands by an owner, lessee, or contract purchaser, of a single 
4 family residence for owner or owner's family use, which residence does not exceed a 
5 height of 35 feet above average grade level, and which meets all requirements of the state 
6 and local governments having jurisdiction thereof, other than requirements imposed 
7 pursuant to this title. "Single-family residence" is defined in SCC 30.91 S. 330 and 
8 "Appurtenance" is defined in sec 30.91A.250. Construction authorized under this 
9 exemption shall be located landward of the ordinary high water mark; 

10 (h) Construction of a dock, including a community dock, designed for pleasure craft only, 
11 for the private noncommercial use of the owner, lessee, or contract purchaser of single-
12 family and multiple-family residences. For the purpose of this section, a "dock" is a landing 
13 and moorage facility for watercraft and does not include recreational decks, storage 
14 facilities or other appurtenances. ((Tt:lis oMeoption applies to desks for whioh the oost or 
15 fair R=tarkot vah,.10, whist:ievor is hi€Jhor, does not e*6eed: 
16 (i) $2,5QQ in salt 11.1.0ters: or 
17 (ii) $1Q,QQQ iA fresh ,,..aters, b1c1t if s1c1bse1:11c1ont eonstr1:1etion ha>.iiA€1 a fair R=tarket val1c10 
18 eMoeodin€1 $2,5QQ 0001:1rs within fi110 years of ooFApletion of tl=le prior oonstr1:1etion, tho 
19 s1c1bse1:11:10nt oonstr1:1otion shall be oonsidoror:t a s1c1bstantial dovolepFAent for the 
20 p1:1rpose of this ohapter;)) This exception applies if either: 
21 (i) In salt waters, the fair market value of the dock does not exceed $2500: or 
22 (ii) In fresh waters, the fair market value of the dock does not exceed: 
23 {fil $20,000 for docks that are constructed to replace existing docks and are 
24 of equal or lesser square footage that the existing dock being replaced: or 
25 ifil $10,000 for all other docks constructed in fresh waters. 
26 However, if subsequent construction occurs within five years of completion of 
27 the prior construction. and the combined fair market value of the subsequent 
28 and prior construction exceeds the amount specified in SCC 
29 30.44.120(1 )(h)(ii)(A) or (B). the subsequent construction shall be considered 
30 a substantial development for the purpose of this chapter. 
31 (i) Operation, maintenance, or construction of canals, waterways, drains, reservoirs, or 
32 other facilities that now exist or are hereafter created or developed as a part of an 
33 irrigation system for the primary purpose of making use of system waters, including return 
34 flow and artificially stored groundwater from the irrigation of lands; 
35 G) The marking of property lines or corners on state-owned lands, when such marking 
36 does not significantly interfere with normal public use of the surface of the water; 
37 (k) Operation and maintenance of any system of dikes, ditches, drains, or other facilities 
38 existing on September 8, 1975, which were created, developed, or utilized primarily as a 
39 part of an agricultural drainage or diking system; 
40 (I) Site exploration and investigation activities that are prerequisite to preparation of an 
41 application for development authorization under this chapter, if: 
42 (i) the activity does not interfere with the normal public use of the surface waters; 
43 (ii) the activity will have no significant adverse impact on the environment including, 
44 but not limited to, fish, wildlife, fish or wildlife habitat, water quality, and aesthetic 
45 values; 
46 (iii) the activity does not involve the installation of a structure, and upon completion of 
47 the activity the vegetation and land configuration of the site are restored to conditions 
48 existing before the activity; 
49 {iv) a private entity seeking development authorization under this section first posts a 
50 performance bond or provides other evidence of financial responsibility to the county 
51 to ensure that the site is restored to preexisting conditions; and 
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1 (v) the activity is not subject to the permit requirements of RCW 90.58.550 for oil or 
2 natural gas exploration in marine waters; 
3 (m) The process of removing or controlling an aquatic noxious weed, as defined in 
4 RCW 17.26.020, through the use of an herbicide or other treatment methods applicable to 
s weed control that are recommended by a final environmental impact statement published 
6 by the state department of agriculture or the department or ecology jointly with other state 
7 or local agencies under chapter 43.21 C RCW; 
8 (n) A public or private project that is designed to improve fish or wildlife habitat or fish 
9 passage when the criteria in RCW 90.58.147 are met; and 

10 (o) Watershed restoration projects as defined in RCW 89.08.460. 
11 (p) The external or internal retrofitting of an existing structure with the exclusive purpose of 
12 compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA} of 1990, 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et 
13 seq .• or to otherwise provide physical access to the structure by individuals with 
14 disabilities. 
15 (2) Whenever a development falls within the exemptions enumerated in this section, and the 
16 deveropment is subject to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers section 1 O permit under the Rivers 
17 and Harbors Act of 1899 or a section 404 permit under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
18 of 1972, Snohomish County shall prepare a letter addressed to the applicant and the regional 
19 office of the Department of Ecology, indicating the specific exemption provision that is being 
20 applied to the development and providing a summary of the county's analysis of the consistency 
21 of the development with the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. 
22 
23 30.44.220-Time requirements for shoreline permits. 
24 The following time requirements shall apply to all shoreline substantial development, shoreline 
25 conditional use, and shoreline variance permits: 
26 (1) Each permit for a shoreline substantial development, conditional use or variance issued by 
27 the county shall contain a provision that construction shall not begin and is not authorized until 
28 21 days from the date of ((reseipt)) filing as defined in SCC 30.44.230(2), or until all review 
29 proceedings initiated within 21 days from the date of ((reseipt)) filing have been terminated; 
30 except as provided in RCW 90.58.140(5)(a~Ab), and (c} or sec 30.44.280. 
31 (2) The effective date of an approved shoreline substantial development permit shall be 
32 the date of ((roooipt)) filing as provided in sec 30.44.230(2)(a). The effective date of an 
33 approved shoreline conditional use or variance permit shall be the date of ((reseipt)) filing as 
34 provided in sec 30.44.230(2)(b). When the department simultaneously transmits to Ecology its 
35 decision on a shoreline substantial development along with its recommendation of approval of 
36 either a shoreline conditional use permit or variance. or both. "date of filing" has the same 
37 meaning as sec 30.44.230(2)(b)." 
38 (3) Construction activities shall be commenced or, where no construction activities are involved, 
39 the use or activity shall be commenced within two years of the effective date of a substantial 
40 development permit. Substantial progress towards construction shall include, but not be limited 
41 to the letting of bids, making of contracts, purchase of materials involved in development, but 
42 shall not include development or initiation of uses which are inconsistent with the policies and 
.43 regulations of the Shoreline Management Act and the SMP. The department may authorize a 
44 single extension for a period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors, if a request 
45 for extension has been filed before·the expiration date and notice of the proposed extension is 
46 given to parties of record on the substantial development permit and to the state Department of 
47 Ecology. 
48 (4) Authorization to conduct development activities shall terminate five years after the effective 
49 date of a substantial development permit. The county may authorize a single extension for a 
so period not to exceed one year based on reasonable factors, if a request for extension has been 
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1 filed before the expiration date and notice of the proposed extension is given to parties of record 
2 and to the state Department of Ecology. 
3 (5) Determination of the time periods described in 30.44.220(3) and (4) shall not include the 
4 time during which construction or the use or activity was not actually pursued due to the 
5 pendency of administrative appeals or legal actions or due to the need to obtain any other 
6 government permits and approvals for the development that authorize the development to 
7 proceed, including all reasonably related administrative or legal actions on any such permits or 
8 approvals. 
9 (6) Shoreline permits for mitigation banks and in-lieu fee programs addressing shoreline 

10 ecological functions shall expire five years after the effective date of an approved permit 
11 pursuant to SCC 30.44.220(2). The county may authorize extensions upon a finding of good 
12 cause, based on requirements and circumstances of the project proposed and consistent with 
13 the policy and provisions of the SMP and chapter 173-27 WAC, if a request for extension has 
14 been filed before the expiration date and provided that the Memorandum of Agreement, 
15 Mitigation Bank Instrument or other documentation authorizing the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee 
16 program remains valid. Notice of the proposed extension shall be given to all parties signatory 
17 to the authorizing documents, the state Department of Ecology and to all parties of record. 
18 Extensions may be granted as needed to fulfill the project phases outlined in the authorizing 
19 documentation provided that each granted extension is valid for a period not to exceed five 
20 years. In reviewing requests for extensions, if environmental conditions or life, health and safety 
21 issues arise that were not adequately addressed by the currently valid shoreline permit, 
22 shoreline permit conditions may be added or revised. If additions or revisions are necessary, a 
23 fee will be assessed as provided in SCC 30.86.310. Extensions of shoreline conditional use 
24 permits or shoreline variances must be approved by the state Department of Ecology. 
25 (7) Nothing in chapter 30.44 SCC shall preclude the county from issuing permits with a fixed 
26 termination date of less than five years. 
27 
28 30.44.230 - Filing with the state Department of Ecology 
29 (1) Any final decision by the county on an application for a shoreline permit or a shoreline permit 
30 revision shall be ((ffleG)) mailed using return receipt requested mail ((witf::l)) to the state 
31 Department of Ecology within ten calendar days of the county's final decision, as defined 
32 pursuant to WAC 173-27-130( 1 ). When the department simultaneously transmits to Ecology its 
33 decision on a shoreline substantial development with its recommendation of approval of either a 
34 shoreline conditional use permit or variance, or both, "date of filing" has the same meaning as 
35 SCC 30.44.230(2)(b). Documents to be submitted to the regional office of the state Department 
36 of Ecology shall include: 
37 (a) A copy of the complete application; 
38 (b) Findings and conclusions that establish the basis for the decision including but not 
39 limited to identification of shoreline environment designation, applicable master program 
40 policies and regulations and the consistency of the project with appropriate review criteria 
41 for the type of permit(s); 
42 (c) The final decision of the local government; 
43 (d} The permit data sheet; and 
44 (e} Where applicable, documents required by chapter 30.61 sec and 
45 chapter 43.21 C RCW, the State Environmental Policy Act, or in lieu thereof, a statement 
46 summarizing the actions and dates of such actions taken under chapter 43.21 C RCW. 
47 (2) For the purposes of this chapter, "date of ((rooeipt)) filing" refers to: 
48 (a) The date ((eR wl=lisl=I the applisaRt Fesei'los written notise from)) the state Department 
49 of Ecology ((asknewleaging Fesei~t of)) receives the county's final decision to approve or 
so deny a shoreline substantial development permit; or 
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1 (b) The date ((on 'Nhish the smmty or the applisant receives the written deoisioA of)) the 
2 state Department of ((esele~y)) Ecology's decision on a variance or conditional use permit 
3 is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. When the department simultaneously 
4 transmits to Ecology its decision on a shoreline substantial development with its 
s recommendation of approval of either a shoreline conditional use permit or variance, or 
6 both, "date of filing" has the same meaning as sec 30.44.230(2)(b). 
7 
8 30.44.250 - Appeals. 
9 Any person aggrieved by the granting, denying or rescinding of a shoreline permit may seek 

10 review from the state shorelfnes hearings board by filing a petition for review within 21 days of 
11 the date of ((reseipt)) filing as defined in sec 30.44.230(2). 
12 
13 30.44.270 Revisions to shoreline permits. 
14 (1) A permit revision is required whenever an applicant proposes substantive changes to the 
15 design, terms or conditions of a project from those that were approved in the shoreline permit. 
16 Changes are considered substantive if they materially alter the project in a manner that relates 
17 to its conformance to the terms and conditions of the permit, the SMP or the policies and 
18 provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW. Changes which are not substantive in effect do not require 
19 approval of a revision. When an applicant seeks to revise a permit, the applicant must submit to 
20 the department detailed plans and text describing the proposed changes. 
21 (2) If the department determines that the proposed changes are within the scope and intent of 
22 the original permit, and are consistent with the SMP and chapter 90.58 RCW, a revision may be 
23 approved. 'Within the scope and intent of the original permit" as used in this section means all 
24 of the following: 
25 (a) No additional over-water construction is involved except that pier, dock, or float 
26 construction may be increased by 500 square feet or ten percent from the provisions of 
27 the original permit, whichever is less; 
28 (b) Lot coverage and height may be increased a maximum of ten percent from the 
29 provisions of the original permit; 
30 (c) The revised permit does not authorize development to exceed height, lot coverage, 
31 setback, or any other requirements of the SMP except as authorized under a variance 
32 granted as the original permit or part thereof; 
33 (d) Additional or revised landscaping is consistent with any of the conditions of the original 
34 permit and with the SMP; 
35 (e) The use authorized in the original permit is not changed; and 
36 (f) No adverse environmental impact will be caused by the project revision. 
37 (3) Revisions to permits may be authorized after the original permit authorization has expired 
38 under SCC 30.44.220. The purpose of such revisions shall be limited to authorization of 
39 changes which are consistent with this section and which would not require a permit for the 
40 development or change proposed under chapter 90.58 RCW, the SMP and this section. If the 
41 proposed change constitutes substantial development, then a new permit is required. Provided, 
42 this subsection shall not be used to extend the time requirements of the original permit or to 
43 authorize substantial development beyond the time limits of the original permit. 
44 ( 4) If the sum of the proposed revision and any previously approved revisions violate the 
45 provisions in SCC 30.44.270(3), the department shall require that the applicant apply for a new 
46 permit. 
47 (5) The revision approval, including the revised site plans and text consistent with the provisions 
48 of sec 30.44.205 as necessary to clearly indicate the authorized changes, and the final ruling 
49 on consistency with this section shall be filed with the state Department of Ecology. In addition, 
so the county shall notify parties of record of the action. 
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1 (6) If the revision to the original permit involves a conditional use or variance, the department 
2 shall submit the revision to the state Department of Ecology for approval, approval with 
3 conditions, or denial, and shall indicate that the revision is being submitted under the 
4 requirements of WAC 173-27-100(6). The state Department of Ecology shall render and 
s transmit to the county and the applicant its final decision within 15 days of the date of its receipt 
6 of the submittal from the county. The department shall notify parties of record of the state 
7 Department of Ecology's final decision. 
8 (7) The revised permit is effective immediately upon final decision by the county or, when 
9 appropriate under SCC 30.44.270(6), upon final action by the state Department of Ecology. 

10 (8) Appeals shall be to the state shorelines hearings board in accordance with 
11 RCW 90.58.180 and shall be filed within 21 days from the date of receipt of the county's action 
12 by the state Department of Ecology as defined in ((SCC 3Q.44.23Q(2)(a) )) RCW 43.218.001 or, 
13 when appropriate under sec 30.44.270(6) of this section, the date the state Department of 
14 Ecology's final decision is transmitted to the county and to the applicant. Appeals shall be based 
15 only upon contentions of noncompliance with the provisions of SCC 30.44.270(2). Construction 
16 undertaken pursuant to that portion of a revised permit not authorized under the original permit 
17 is at the applicant's own risk until the expiration of the appeal deadline. If an appeal is 
18 successful in proving that a revision is not within the scope and intent of the original permit, the 
19 decision shall have no bearing on the original permit. 
20 
21 30.44.300 Ordinary high water mark determinations. 
22 Ordinary high water mark determinations shall be made using the Washington State 
23 Department of Ecology's October 2016 guidance document titled: Determining the Ordinary 
24 High Water Mark for Shoreline Management Act Compliance in Washington State {Publication 
25 No. 16-06-029) or as subsequently amended or revised. 
26 
27 30.67.030 - Shoreline Management Program {SMP) - components and relationship to 
28 comprehensive plan. 
29 (1) The SMP consists of the following three components: 
30 (a) A document titled Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
31 Designations, Policies and Regulations; 
32 (b) A series of 44 maps indexed by township and range and originally compiled at a scale 
33 of 1 :24,000 that comprise the official delineation of the county's shoreline jurisdiction and 
34 assignment of shoreline environment designations; 
35 (c) Regulations including: 
36 ill Shoreline regulations contained in this chapter; and 
37 illl (({El})) Critical area regulations in chapters 30.62A, 30.628 and 30.62C SCC as 
38 adopted in ((AR=ieAEleEI OrEliRaRee Q6 Q61 eR August 1, 2QQ7,)) Amended Ordinance 
39 15-034 on September 2. 2015, and chapter 30.65 sec as adopted in Amended 
40 Ordinance 07-005 on February 21, 2007. 
41 (2) The goals and policies of the SMP are considered an element of the comprehensive plan 
42 pursuant to sec 30.10.065. 
43 
44 30.67.060- Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 
45 (1) Critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction are subject to the regulations contained in 
46 chapters 30.62A, 30.628, 30.62C, ((as ade~es sy AmeRseEI OrsiRaRee Ne. Q6 Q61 Au€Just 1, 
47 2007;)) and 30.65 sec ((as asoptes by Amenses OrdiRaRoe No. Q7 gg5 eR FesruaF}' 21, 
48 20G+)), except as modified by sec 30.67.060(2) and {3). 
49 (2) The following provisions in chapter§ 30.62A and 30.628 SCC are modified as described for 
so critical areas located within shoreline jurisdiction: 
51 (a) sec 30.62A.540 relating to reasonable use does not apply; 
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1 (b) When public access is required pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act 
2 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq., access design requirements necessary to meet the 
3 ADA shall supersede the requirements of SCC 30.62A.320(2)(d); 
4 (c) Notwithstanding the provisions in SCC 30.62A.610 and SCC 30.626.510, agricultural 
s activities within shoreline jurisdiction and which are subject to the provisions in the 
6 Shoreline Management Act per RCW 90.58.065 shall protect critical areas pursuant to the 
7 requirements in sec 30.62A, Part 600 and 30.629, Part 500; 
8 (((d) When tho sotbaok deviation provisions of SCC 30.62B.340(2)(b) aFO utilii!iod for a 
9 projest pF8posal, a shoF01ine varianoo permit is FOquired;)) 

10 (((e))){gl When the single family residential development exception in buffers provisions in 
11 sec 30.62A.520 are utilized for a project proposal, the following additional conditions 
12 apply: 
13 (i) A shoreline variance permit is required when over 2,500 square feet of buffer is 
14 disturbed; and 
15 (ii) A shoreline variance permit is required for expansion of an existing single family 
16 residence or accessory structure; 
17 (((f) In aEtdition to tho pFevisions in SCC 30.e2i.330(3), tho follo•.ving aGtivitios are allov.•ed 
18 within ohannol mi§ration i!i8Aos: FOstoratien er onhanGoR=tont of shoreline osologisal 
19 funstions; anEI R=tiligation for impasts to shoreline esologisal funstions, insh,1din§ l:lut not 
20 limited to rnitigation banks;)) 
21 (({§)))~New single family residential development, expansions of existing single family 
22 residences and ordinary residential improvements on existing lots allowed in buffers under 
23 SCC 30.62A.520 shall require enhancement of existing buffers based on the criteria in 
24 ((SCC 30.62A.520(11))) sec 30.62A.520(12} and shall meet these additional 
25 requirements: 
26 (i) Vegetation enhancement efforts shall ensure that the final vegetation condition is 
27 capable of mitigating impacts and maintaining existing ecological functions. 
28 (ii) If the shoreline is unmodified and/or the vegetation is relatively intact, the 
29 mitigation plan shall provide alternatives, such as out-of-kind mitigation by restoring 
30 other degraded ecological functions, or by using off-site mitigation. 
31 (iii) Where modifications such as fill, armoring, patios, etc., have been placed in the 
32 buffer, these modifications shall be removed or reduced to the extent necessary to 
33 mitigate impacts on the buffer. As guidance, non-water-dependent facilities such as 
34 patios should be removed, accesses should be reduced to the minimum needed to 
35 provide access, and armoring should be replaced with natural vegetation or non-
36 structural measures; 
37 (({Rt)) ill When buffer reduction provisions of SCC 30.62A.320(1 )(((f) er (g))) (g) or (h) are 
38 utilized for a project proposal, the maximum allowed reduction is 25_percent of the 
39 standard buffer width contained in SCC 30.62A.320(1 )(a). Buffer reduction in excess of 
40 ((~)) 25 percent of the standard buffer width require§. a shoreline variance permit; and 
41 (((i))) !9.l The provisions in sec 30.62A.630(1)(c)(i) and 30.62B.530(1)(c)(i) do not apply 
42 within shoreline jurisdiction. 
43 (3) An exception to the standard buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC is allowed 
44 without a shoreline variance as follows: 
45 
46 (a) The project proposal must be for a new single-family residence on a lot without an 
47 existing dwelling located on the shorelines of Lake Goodwin. Lake Shoecraft, Lake Ki, 
48 Lake Loma. Lake Ketchum. John Sam Lake. Lake Howard. Flowing Lake. lake Stevens. 
49 Lake Roesiqer, Martha Lake, Lake Bosworth. Lake Serene or Lake Stickney: 
so (b) New single-family residences proposed on the lots identified in subsection (3)(a) of this 
51 section are subject to the buffer width requirements in chapter 30.62A SCC unless the 
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1 nearest legally-established single-family residence built before July 1, 2019, on one side 
2 of the lot or the other has a lesser buffer width than required under chapter 30.62A SCC. 
3 In cases where the nearest legally-established single-family residence has a lesser buffer 
4 width than required under chapter 30.62A SCC. the required buffer width may be reduced 
s to the average of the buffer widths on either side of the lot established by drawing a line 
6 between the closest point of each of the nearest legally-established single-family 
7 residences built before July 1. 2019, excluding appurtenances attached thereto. to the 
8 ordinary high water mark in the manner depicted in Figure 30.67.060(3)(a): 
9 (c) The reduced buffer width shall be measured from the ordinary high water mark of the 

10 shoreline. unless there is an associated wetland. In cases where there is an associated 
11 wetland on the shoreline of the lot. the reduced buffer width shall be measured from the 
12 landward edge of the wetland in the manner depicted in Figure 30.67.060(3)(b): 
13 (d) In no case shall the buffer width be reduced to less than 25 feet: and 
14 (e) In no case shalt the exception to the standard buffer width requirements in chapter 
15 30.62A sec described in this section be used to reduce the requirements for landslide 
16 hazard areas in chapter 30.628 sec. 
17 
18 Figure 30.67.060(3)(a)- Reduced Buffer Width From Ordinary High Water Mark Based on 
19 Nearest Legally-Established Single Family Residence on Either Side of the Subject Lot 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

I 

I 

Parcel A 
1 (Developed) 
1 

I 
Existing ResJdence 

! \ _ .. "l 
I""' 

I 

Parcel B 
(Undeveloped) 

1 

I 

Parcel( 
(Undeveloped) 

Parcel D 
(Developed) 

Note: The red dots Indicate the closest point of a structure, except existing appurtenances, to the ordinary 
high water mark of the shoreline. In this example. a new single family residence is proposed to be locc1ted on 
Parcel C, an undeveloped parcel. The single family residence is restricted from locating within the green 
shaded area, which extends 60 feet parallel from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline. This number is 
derived by: 11 determining the closest distance of the single family residences located on developed Parcels A 
and D from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline, 2) adding those distances together. and 3) d•viding 
the totaled distances by two. 
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t Figure 30.67.060(3)(b)- Reduced Buffer Width From Wetland Based on Nearest Legally-
2 Established Single Family Residence on Either Side of the Subject Lot 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

I 

I 

I 
Parcel A 

(Developed) 1 

El(isting Residence 

l ) - 1 

) 

Parcel C 
1 

(Undeveloped) I 
I I 

Parcel B j 
(Undeveloped) ' 

Proposed Residence v~-"L.. 

Parcel D 
(Developed) 

,. · - ., ~ Existing RMldence 

I I I 
,:::I . - ""'-l EKlstlng Oe<k 

j 1Appurtenance) 

I 

I 
~ Existing Sport 

I Court 

Note: The red dots indicate the closest points of structures, except existing appurtenances, to the ordinary 
high watermark of the shoreline. In this example, a new single family residence is proposed to be located on 
Parcel B, an undeveloped parcel. The single family residence is restricted from locating within the green 
shaded area, which extends 60 feet parallel from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline and/or shore
line wetland. This number is derived by: 1) determining the closest distance of the single family residences 
located on developed Parcels A and C from the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline and/or shoreline 
wetland, 2) adding those distances together, and 3) dividing the totaled distances by two. 

((~)).(11 Except as specifically modified by sec 30.67.060(2) and (3), where there are conflicts 
between the provisions of this chapter and the provisions of 
chapters 30.62A. 30.628, 30.62C and 30.65 SCC, the more ecologically protective provision 
shall apply, as determined by the department. 
(((4))) .{fil_When the innovative development design provisions of sec 30.62A.350 are utilized 
for a project proposal, a shoreline variance permit is required, except that projects using the 
provisions of sec 30.62A.350-solely for single-family residence dwellings or appurtenances or 
solely for ecological restoration or enhancement ((1:1siA!1J tt:le 13FevlsieAs ef sec 6QJi~/>..6aQ)) are 
not required to obtain a shoreline variance permit. 

30.67.330 Public access. 
(1) Unless the conditions in 30.67.330(2) apply, provision of public access to the water is 
required for all new private and public developments, including land division, with the exception 
of the following: 
(a) Single family dwellings; duplexes; single family detached units, townhouses, and 
condominiums creating four or ((few)) fewer parcels or dwelling units; and multi-family 
developments of four or fewer lots or dwelling units; and 
(b) Agricultural/ranching activities other than dikes. 
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1 (2) Provision of public access will not be required when at least one of the following conditions 
2 apply: 
3 (a) Hazards to public health, safety or site security exist which cannot be alleviated by site 
4 planning and design or by restricting hours of public access; 
s (b) Provision of public access would result in significant adverse impacts to shoreline ecological 
6 functions that cannot be mitigated on-site; or 
7 (c) The requirement of providing public access for a particular project violates constitutional 
8 standards related to nexus and rough proportionality. 
9 (3) Provisions for public access are subject to the following standards: 

10 (a) Except as restricted pursuant to SCC 30.67.330(3)(e), public access shall be a physical 
11 improvement in the form of any one or combination of the following: walkway, bikeway, corridor, 
12 viewpoint, park, deck, observation tower, pier, boat-launching ramp, transient moorage, or other 
13 areas serving as a means of view or physical approach to public waters for the public. Public 
14 access may also include, but not be limited to, interpretive centers and displays explaining 
15 historical events or shoreline ecology; 
16 (b) The minimum public access shall consist of an improved walkway at least five feet wide on 
17 an easement ten feet wide, leading from the street or from a public walkway directly to a 
18 waterfront use area or to an area on the property from which the water and water activities can 
19 be observed. There shall be no significant obstruction of the view from this viewpoint; 
20 (c) Maintenance of the public access shall be the responsibility of the owner or developer; 
21 (d) Public access sites shall be available for public use at the time of first occupancy or use of 
22 the development or activity; 
23 (e) While docks, piers and other permanent moorages are not allowed in the Urban 
24 Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment designations. or the Aquatic shoreline 
25 environment designation adjacent to the Urban Conservancy or Natural shoreline environment 
26 designations, floating walkways or other similar over-water pedestrian structures facilitating 
27 access to observation points or viewing areas are permitted provided they are constructed to 
28 minimize alteration of natural conditions; and 
29 (f) All subdivisions required to provide public access pursuant to SCC 30.67.570(1 )(e) that 
30 border publicly-owned or controlled shorelines shall provide at least one dedicated public 
31 access to the publically-owned or controlled shoreline. 
32 
33 30.67.430 Allowed and conditional uses and modifications . . , .... ,,,, .... ,,,. .............. ,, ...... ____________ ,. .......... ,,.., .. , ................ ,, ...... ,., ... ,, ...... ,,.. ..... ,, .. ,..,, ....... ,,,, •••• • • 

34 (1) The shoreline uses and shoreline modifications identified in Table 1 are either permitted, 
35 conditionally allowed or prohibited within the specific shoreline environment designation as 
36 indicated by the following: 
37 (a) "P" indicates that the use or modification is permitted; 
38 (b) "C" indicates that the use is allowed subject to a shoreline conditional use permit; 
39 (c) "P or C" indicates that the overwater portion of the use or modification is permitted in 
40 the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where permitted in the adjacent upland 
41 environment, subject to a shoreline conditional use permit in the Aquatic shoreline 
42 environment designation where conditional in the adjacent upland environment and 
43 prohibited in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation where prohibited in the 
44 adjacent upland environment; and 
45 (d) A blank cell in the table indicates that the use or modification is prohibited in that 
46 specific shoreline environment. 
47 (2) Compliance with chapters 30.22 and 30.23 SCC is also required. 
48 (3) Uses and modifications identified in Table 1 are subject to the shoreline use and modification 
49 development standards in Part 500 of this chapter. If there is a conflict between the information 
so in sec 30.67.430, Table 1. and the specific use and modification regulations in sec 30.67, Part 
s1 500, the requirements of sec 30.67, Part 500 shall prevail. 
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1 (4) The department may condition shoreline permits or approvals for uses or modifications as 
2 necessary to ensure compliance with: 
3 (a) Chapter 90.58 RCW and the provisions in this chapter; 
4 (b) The policies in the Shoreline Management Program: Shoreline Environment 
s Designations, Policies and Regulations; and 
6 (c) Any other applicable federal, state and local rules and regulations. 
7 (5) Uses or modifications not listed in sec 30.67.420 or 30.67.430(1 ), Table 1, must obtain a 
8 shoreline conditional use permit even though the use or modification may not require a 
9 shoreline substantial development permit. 

10 
30.67.430 • Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 

>, >, 
u u G> - ,, 
C C u [ G> .. cu 'b 

Land use or modification 
C C ca - ca ... ·-i~ i ca ca ~ l! ~ ::::, ... 
.c 0 u ... ·- :::I ... -e GI ::::, GI 

Ill ~C GI ;: ,a ::::, 
::, ::, Ill 0::: Ill GI :::I ,a ::, z l C C 0::: :::E ~ 0 0 

0 0 

Agricultural activities 3 p p p p C C 

Manure lagoons C p p 

Livestock flood sanctuaries p C p p 

Aquaculture 4·
12 

Non-Commercial Activities (non-processing) 36 p p p p p 35 p p 

Commercial Activities (non-processing) C C C c 1.31 

Processing 7 C C C p 35 p7 

Boating Facilities: 4
• 1

3 

Marina p C C 

Yacht I boat club p C C 

Boat launch facility p p p Pore 

- Boat launch facility (boat ramp only) p C p p p C Pore 

((Desk (~rivate))) ((P)) ((G)) ((P)) ((G)) ((P-Gf 
G)) 

( ( 8eathe Y se ( ~rivate))) ((P)) ((P)) ((G)) ((P-Gf 
G)) 

((Desk.' ~ier I eeatt:ieyse (~Yelis, seR=ifflersial))) ((?)) ((?)) ((G)) ((G)) 

((Pleats, FReeriR~ t:Jyeys)) ((?)) ((G)) ((P)) ((P)) ((P-Gf 
G)) 

Boat Mooring Facilities: !.ll 

Dock (private) f - f C - - P or C 
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30.67.430 • Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 

~ ~ CII 
_,, 

C C CJ a. Cl) ... I! "b 
Land use or modification 

C C CU - cu .. ·-i~ ;:: cu cu ~ I! ~ :::J .a CJ .. ·- :::J cu f CD :::J CII 0 'c CII ~ '1a :::J .. en :::::, :::::, en D:: en CII :::J-:::::, z 1 C C D:: ~~ 0 0 
(.) (.) 

Boathouse (private) f - f C - - C 

Dock / pier/ boathouse (public. commercial) f C f f - - pore 

Floats, mooring buo~s p C p C - - pore 

Commercial 10· 15 p p p C 

Dredging 4• 16 C C 

Dredge spoil disposal 4
• 

16 C cs C C C cs C 

Fill 4, 11 p C, ps p p p C, ps C, ps 

Flood protection: 4• 18 

Non-structural p p p p p p C, ps 

Structural 11 p ps p p p C, ps 

Forestry 8· 
19 P,C P,C P,C P,C P,C P,C c Jo 

Industrial and Ports 10, 20 p p p C 

Institutional uses 21 p p C C 

Mining 6
•

22 C C C C, C, pe C C 
p9 

Pedestrian access 23 

Trails p p p p p p 

Elevated or Floating walkways 4 p p p p p 

Stairways, trams p C p p 

Recreation 24 p p p p p p p 

Residential 25 

SFR, MH p p p p C 

Duplex p C p p 

MF, townhouse, Single-Family Detached Units p 

Mobile home park p C C C 

Houseboat, Live-aboard vessel p31 

Floating Home ~ 
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30.67.430-Table 1: Shoreline Use and Modification Matrix 

Shoreline Environment Designation 

~ ~ GJ - ,, 
C C 0 a Cl>_ iii 

,, 
Land use or modification 

C C ca iii ca ... ·-i ~ ;: ca ca ~ ~ ::::, ... 
.c .c ... 

0 
0 ... :: ::::, ca ... ... GJ ::::, GJ '2 Cl>~ 1i ::::, 

::::, ::::, en c::: en en ::::, 1i::::, l C C GJ z 
0 0 c::: ::E~ 
0 0 

Shoreline/ bank stabilization: 4
· 
2
6 

Nonstructural p p p p p C C, ps 

Structural 5• 
11 C,P p C,P C,P C,P C,P 

Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement 27· p p p p p p p 
34 

- Mitigation Banks 34 C C C C C 

Transportation facilities 28 

Bridges p C p p C, P32 C33
1 

p 32 

Roads p C p p c, p 32 

Parking (incidental to use only) p C p p C C 

Utility facilities 29 

Electromagnetic transmission and receiving facilities p C C C C 
(generally) 

Transmission wires, pipes, supports (generally) p C p p p C C 

- transmission wires or pipes when suspended p p p p p p p 
from bridge or other similar structures 
(specifically) 

Dams, power plants and associated uses C C C C 

All other utility facilities p C C C C 
1 
2 Table 30.67 .440 - Reference notes for shoreline use and modification matrix 
3 (1) Uses in Municipal Watershed Utility are limited to utility uses associated with the 
4 hydroerectric project, reservoir water storage, forest practices and recreation as limited by the 
s utility purveyor's Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. This area is zoned 
6 exclusively as Forestry (F). 
7 (2) Only those water-dependent portions of the use that require an over-water or in-stream 
8 location are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline environment designation. Unless otherwise 
9 specified in SCC 3_Q._67, Part 500, such uses are allowed in the Aquatic shoreline environment 

10 designation only if the use is allowed in the adjacent upland shoreline environment 
11 designation(s). 
12 (3) Agricultural uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.505. 
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1 (4) Uses or modifications are not allowed in critical salt water habitat unless in conjunction with 
2 ecological restoration or enhancement projects, except as otherwise provided in 
3 sec 30.67.510. 
4 (5) Shoreline modifications are permitted only when in conjunction with ecological restoration or 
s enhancement projects located outside of the Natural and adjacent Aquatic environments. 
6 (6) Mining activities within shoreline jurisdiction are limited to the activities allowed pursuant to 
7 SCC 30.67.560(1 )(a). Mining within the Aquatic shoreline environment designation is also 
8 subject to the conditions in SCC 30.67.530 - Dredging. Mining for the sole purpose of removing 
9 mineral resources for commercial sales or processing is prohibited in shoreline jurisdiction. 

10 (7) Aquaculture processing in the Aquatic shoreline environment is limited per the requirements 
11 in sec 30.67.510(2)(g)(iii). 
12 (8) A conditional use permit is required for timber harvest exceeding 30 percent of the ((timeF)) 
13 timber volume within 200 feet landward of the ordinary high water mark of shorelines of 
14 statewide significance pursuant to sec 30.67.545(1)(a). 
1s (9) Mining activities related to forest practices as defined in sec 30.67.560(1)(a) are permitted 
16 in the Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility shoreline environment designations when over 
17 200 feet from the OHWM and outside of the channel migration zone. Removal of mineral 
18 resources deposited within the previous 12-month period on designated farmlands due to recent 
19 flood events is permitted in the Resource shoreline environment designation under 
20 sec 30.67.540(2)(d). 
21 (10) Non-water dependent commercial and industrial uses within shoreline jurisdiction shall be 
22 strictly limited under sec 30.67.525(1 )(b) and 30.67.550(1 )(b). 
23 (11) Structural flood protection and structural shoreline or bank stabilization measures are 
24 allowed only when non-structural measures would be inadequate as documented by a 
25 geotechnical report required pursuant to sec 30.67.540(1) or 30.67.575(1). If a flood protection 
26 structure is in or near the water, it must also meet the requirements for shoreline stabilization. 
27 (12) Aquaculture uses are subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.510. 
28 (13) Boating facilities are subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.515. Boat mooring facilities 
29 are subiect to the requirements in SCC 30.67.517. 
30 (14) Breakwaters, jetties, groins, other in-water structures are subject to the requirements in 
31 sec 30.67.520. 
32 (15) Commercial uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.525. 
33 (16) Dredging and spoil disposal are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.530. 
34 (17) Fill is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.535. 
35 (18) Flood protection measures are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.540. 
36 (19) Forestry is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.545. 
37 (20) Industrial uses and ports are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.550. 
38 (21) Institutional uses are subject to the requirements in SCC 30.67.555. 
39 (22) Mining is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.560. 
40 (23) Pedestrian access is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.330. 
41 (24) Recreation is subject to the requirements in sec 30.67.565. 
42 (25) Residential uses are subject to the requirements in sec 30.67 .570. 
43 (26) Shoreline and bank stabilization measures are subject to the requirements of 
44 sec 30.67.575. 
45 (27) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement are subject to the requirements of 
46 sec 30.67.580. Notwithstanding sec 30.67.430(2), shoreline habitat restoration or 
47 enhancement projects do not have to be identified on the use matrices in chapter 30.22SCC to 
48 be permitted in shoreline jurisdiction. 
49 (28) Transportation facilities are subject to the requirements of SCC 30.67.590. 
so (29) Utility facilities are subject to the requirements of sec 30.67.595. 
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1 (30) Timber removal from the Aquatic shoreline environment designation is subject to the 
2 requirements in sec 30.67.545(2). 
3 (31) Moorage of houseboats used as a primary residence and live-aboard vessels are permitted 
4 only in legally established marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or permission from 
s the state Department of Natural Resources. See sec 30.67.570(2)(9). 
6 (32) Roads and bridges constructed for forest practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are 
7 permitted in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. Bridges constructed for forest 
8 practices in accordance with Title 222 WAC are permitted in the Aquatic environment except 
9 when the adjacent environment is designated Natural. 

10 (33) Bridges are conditionally permitted in the Aquatic environment provided they are permitted 
11 or conditionally permitted in the adjacent upland environment. 
12 (34) Mitigation banks are subject to the requirements in sec 30.62A.550. Notwithstanding 
13 sec 30.67 .430(2), mitigation banks do not have to be identified on the use matrices in 
14 chapter 30.22 SCC to be permitted in shoreline jurisdiction. Restoration, enhancement, 
15 mitigation activities and mitigation banks are allowed within the channel migration zone per 
16 sec 30.67.060(2)(f). 
17 (35) Aquaculture activities on Spada Lake are limited per the requirements in 
18 sec 30.67.510(2)(e). 
19 (36) Non-commercial aquaculture harvest activities, as defined in SCC 30.91A.255, are allowed 
20 in all shoreline environments and are not required to obtain shoreline permits. 
21 (37) Commercial aquaculture activities in the Aquatic shoreline environment are limited per the 
22 requirements in sec 30.67.510(2)(g)(ii). 
23 (38) Floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, are considered 
24 conforming uses. See 30.67.450(1 ). 
25 
26 30.67.450 Non-conforming uses or structures 
27 The following requirements apply to uses or structures nonconforming to the shoreline 
28 regulations in this chapter, which do not meet the criteria in SCC 30.44.125 and which were 
29 lawfully constructed or established prior to the effective date of the Shoreline Management Act 
30 (SMA) or the SMP, or amendments thereto but which do not conform to present regulations or 
31 standards of the SMP or policies of the SMA. These provisions apply to nonconforming uses or 
32 structures in the shoreline jurisdiction in place of sec 30.28.070 through SCC 30.28.075 and 
33 WAC 173-27-080. 
34 ill Residential. Residential uses or structures (excluding bulkheads, overwater structures or 
35 other shoreline modifications) that were legally established and are used for a 
36 conforming use, but that do not meet current standards for setbacks, buffers or yards, 
37 area, bulk. height or density shall be considered a conforming use or structure and the 
38 requirements of this section shall not apply to such residential uses or structures. 
39 Redevelopment, expansion. maintenance. repair, replacement and/or remodeling of 
40 such residential uses or structures shall be consistent with this SMP, including 
41 requirements for no net loss of shoreline ecological functions. Floating homes permitted 
42 or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, are considered conforming uses and the 
43 requirements of this section shall not apply to such floating homes. 
44 
45 ((f-B))ll Continuance. Any legally established use or structure nonconforming to the shoreline 
46 regulations in this chapter is permitted to remain in the form and location in which it existed on 
47 the effective date of the nonconformance. 
48 ((~))@ Redevelopment or remodel. SMP nonconforming uses or structures may not be 
49 enlarged or increased in any way, including expanded building footprint or increased height, 
so increased use intensity, or altered in any way which increases their nonconformity. A 
51 nonconforming structure or use may be moved or relocated on the same parcel provided that 
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1 the degree of nonconformance with the SMP and the SMA is reduced and further provided that 
2 the move or relocation results in improved protection for shoreline ecological functions. 
3 ((~))~ Restoration and replacement. If a nonconforming structure is damaged to an extent not 
4 exceeding 75 percent of the replacement cost of the original structure, it may be reconstructed 
s to the extent it existed immediately prior to the time the structure was damaged or to a smaller 
6 configuration or in a different location on the same parcel which reduces the degree of 
7 nonconformity, so long as restoration is completed within one year of the date of damage. 
8 Documentation of the date and extent of damage shall be required prior to issuance of new 
9 permits. 

10 (((4-)))!fil Abandonment. If a nonconforming use is discontinued for twelve consecutive months, 
11 any subsequent use shall be conforming. The mere presence of a structure, equipment, or 
12 material shall not be deemed to constitute the continuance of a nonconforming use unless the 
13 structure, equipment, or material is actually being occupied or employed in maintaining such 
14 use. It shall not be necessary to show that the owner of the property intended to abandon such 
15 nonconforming use in order for the nonconforming rights to expire. 
16 (((&)))@ Non-conforming uses and structures which meet the criteria in sec 30.44.125 are 
17 subject to the shoreline substantial development permit requirements in chapter 30.44 SCC. 
18 (((&}))ill A structure for which a variance has been issued shall be considered a legal 
19 nonconforming structure and the requirements of this section shall apply as they apply to 
20 preexisting nonconformities. 
21 ((~)).(fil A structure which is being or has been used for a nonconforming use may be used for 
22 a different nonconforming use only upon the approval of a conditional use permit. 
23 (a) A conditional use permit may be approved only upon a finding that: 
24 (i) No reasonable alternative conforming use is practical; and 
25 (ii) The proposed use will be at least as consistent with the policies and provisions of 
26 the act and the SMP and as compatible with the uses in the area as the preexisting 
27 use. 
28 (b) In addition such conditions may be attached to the permit as are deemed necessary to 
29 assure compliance with the findings in ((SCC 30.e7.45Q(e)(a)))SCC 30.67.450(8)(a), the 
30 requirements of the SMP and the SMA and to assure that the use will not become a 
31 nuisance or a hazard. 
32 
33 30.67.515- Boating facilities - marinas, yacht and boat clubs, boat launches and boat 
34 ramps. 
35 ((80atiR§ fasilities iRsh,1<iie FRaFiRas, yasRt aR<ii beat sh:1bs, beat launsR fasilities, boat r=amps, 
36 baatR01:1ses, Etesks, piers, flaats anEt R=iearin§ buoys.)) 
37 Boating facilities include marinas. yacht and boat clubs. boat launch facilities and boat ramps. 
38 (1) The following general regulations apply to new boating facilities in shorelines: 
39 (a) No boating facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to impede 
40 navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
41 (b) Boating facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or spawning 
42 areas for anadromous fish. 
43 (c) Boating facilities ((, e*6ept foF FRaorin§ b1:1oys,)) shall not ·be located on or over 
44 nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
45 (d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 
46 abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored within the shoreline 
47 jurisdiction. 
48 (e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated or 
49 coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic 
so alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department 
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1 determines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will 
2 provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
3 (f) Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
4 preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 
5 feet of the ordinary high water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water quality. 
6 (g) Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on spawning, 
7 migration and rearing of salmonids and other critical species. 
8 (h) Marinas. 
9 (i) Marinas shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or in nearshore 

10 sediment accretion areas, such as mudflats, sandflats and pocket estuaries; 
11 (ii) ((Marina)) Moorage berths must be designed so that they can rise and fall safely 
12 with flood waters and tidal fluctuation and have a minimum clearance of six feet 
13 below mean lower low water; 
14 (iii) Marinas are not allowed in areas that would detrimentally alter littoral drift 
15 patterns. An evaluation of littoral drift patterns within the drift cell in which the marina 
16 is proposed is required during the siting process; 
17 (iv) Marinas must be designed and constructed to incorporate uninhibited tidal bypass 
18 so as to minimize the need for maintenance dredging; 
19 (v) Marinas shall be designed and constructed to allow adequate flushing and water 
20 circulation within the facility to avoid degrading water quality; 
21 (vi) Marinas shall not be located within%- mile of any outfall of primary treated 
22 domestic sewage or industrial waste; 
23 (vii) Prior to siting an in-water marina, an analysis must be conducted to determine 
24 the feasibility of an upland boat storage facility on the project site as a preferred 
25 alternative; and 
26 (viii) New marinas shall provide for public access consistent with SCC 30.67.330. 
27 (i) Boat launch facilities - general. 
28 (i) Pedestrian access to the water that is separate from the boat launching lane(s) 
29 may be required where it is determined to be necessary for public safety; 
30 (ii) Safety buoys shall be installed and maintained separating boating activities from 
31 other water recreation and uses where reasonably required for public safety; 
32 (iii) Public boat launch facilities shall include a level vehicle-maneuvering space 
33 measuring at least 500 square feet; 
34 (iv) Public boat launch facilities shall include 32 to 40 parking spaces capable of 
35 accommodating a vehicle with an attached boat trailer for each ramp lane of boat 
36 access to the water; and 
37 (v) All site improvements for boat launch facilities shall comply with all other 
38 requirements of the zone in which they are located. 
39 (j) Boat ramps. 
40 (i) Boat ramps shall be located on stable, non-erosional banks, where stabilization 
41 structures will not be necessary; 
42 (ii) Boat ramps shall be placed and maintained as near to flush with the foreshore 
43 slope as is possible to minimize interruption of geohydraulic processes; 
44 (iii) Boat ramps may be allowed for individual residences when the following 
45 conditions are met: 
46 (A) The applicant shows that the boat ramp and its use will not adversely impact 
47 shoreline ecological functions or damage critical saltwater habitat; 
48 (B) The upland slope within 25 feet of the ordinary high water mark does not 
49 exceed 25 percent; and 
so (C) Substantial cutting, grading, filling or shoreline stabilization measures are not 
51 necessary;and 
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1 (iv) When reviewing mitigation measures proposed by applicants to minimize 
2 potential impacts on shoreline ecological functions from boat ramps, the county will 
3 consider the following: 
4 (A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities providing 
s boat access to the same shoreline water body; 
6 (B) Shared use facilities are preferred; and 
7 (C) Preferred boat ramp designs are in the following order of priority: 
8 (I) Elevated railways that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 
9 (II) Open grid designs that have minimal disturbance to beach substrate; 

10 (Ill) Seasonal ramps that can be removed and stored upland; and 
11 (IV) Solid structures that interlock with one another leaving spaces for natural 
12 beach substrate that can adapt to changes in beach profiles. 
13 (((k) Oosks, pieFS and floats. 
14 (i) Oooks, piers and floats shall not dofleot river 01:1rronts or wave eneF§y resl::llting in 
15 the l::lndoro1:1tting of banks, eresion, or darnage to adjasent or do•.vnstream preper:tios 
16 or eritieal saltv1ator habitat; 
17 (ii) Where feasible, moorago b1:1oys shall be req1:1ired instead of piers, dooks or f.loats 
18 on all tidal water, o*6ept fer pert, indl::lstrial and oornmoroia1 developments in the 
19 Urban shoreline onvironfflont designation; 
20 (iii) Oooks, piers and floats assoeiated witl=I water dependent oomffloroial or ind1:15trial 
21 1:1606 shall be the minim1:1ffl si~ and length neeossary to aeoomrnodate tho proposed 
22 yse;, 
23 (iv) Cornrnoroial and ind1:1strial desks l::lpon whioh taxis or flarnmable rnatorials are 
24 handled or stored shall make adoql::late provisions to miniffli~ tho possibility of an 
25 aooidental spill and prepare an effootive spill response plan; 
26 (v) Joint 1:1s0 dooks and piers shall be req1:1ired for oomrnoroial and ind1:1strial 
27 enterprises in olose preximity to eaoh other, unless tho applioant san demonstrate 
28 that the possibility of a m1:1ltipl0 o•Nner or m1:1ltiplo 1:1s0 fasility is not feasible; 
29 (vi) When rnoarago faoilitios are proposed in sonj1:1notion with new s1:1bdivisions, 
30 metals or rn1:1lti family rosidenoos, a single, joint 1:1s0 moorage faaility sl:lall eo 
31 roq1:1irod. 
32 (¥ii) When reviewing permit appliaations for new dooks, piers and floats assooiated 
33 with single family residonsos, tho ao1:1nty will aonsidor the follov,ing: 
34 (A) Availability and adoc;i1:1aey of existing oomm1,mity or p1:1elio faoilitios providing 
35 866066 to tt:ie safflo shoreline water body; and 
36 (B) Tho feasibility of m1:1ltiplo owner or m1:11tiplo 1:1ser faoilitios. Shared 1:1s0 
37 faoilitios are preferred whono11or possible. 
38 (viii) Unless shared by adjaoont property owneFB, eo11orod private do6ks and 
39 boatho1:1ses shall be at least throe foot ff:om any side lot lino or oKtonsion thereof. No 
40 setbaok from adjaoent properties is ro1;11:1ired fer 1:1n6overed private desks and 
41 boatho1:1ses or fer private do6ks and beatho1:1ses shares by adjaeent property owners. 
42 (ix) Cooks, piers and floats shall be looated and designed as fellows: 
43 (A) Floats and floating desks shall inel1:1de stops whioh will serve to elevate tl=to 
44 floats aeove tl=to tidolanEls at low tide. Floats shall be seouroEl witl=I anohorod 
45 sables in plaee of pilings, whore feasible; 
46 (8) Oosks, pieFB and floats are not allol//Od in or ever sriti6al saltv1ator habitat; 
47 (C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or rodusing tho area of a doek, pier or 
48 float sl=tall ee re1;11:1ired as nooessary to ons1:1ro that: 
49 (I) The str1:16t1:1re does not oKtond oi.•er '.'Jator in s1:101=t a manner as to impede 
50 navigation or oroato a navigation hai!Brd; and 
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(II) "Ao &tFY8h:IF8 a•.<oiEls EUStklftliR!J er sl:iaeiR§I SigRiAeant f4:esh•Nater aetYatiG 
vegelal!GR OOA'IFRMAilies er oFitieat sakwaler t:la9ilati 

(D) IA6rease er Eieefease ef tl:ie l:lefil=lt ef U:.e '1e;k, pier er Aeat FRay 98 r-equired 
te all01N fer &he peReti:atieA ef li@Rt lo redooe impaets to haeitat Felaleel te 
sl:tadiAg; 
fe) ?ier BREI deel( Feei1:1ifem0Affi ler maFl:Ae sl:leFeliAes. 

fl) Piers aAEI eoske leeatee en maFiRe sl:ieFeliAes sl:iaJI tie ff:le mjAimuFR sia 
F8EIYiFeE:t to pF8•ti'1e fer FAeorage. SiAglo faA=1ily· pier-& or doek& sl:taH R9t 
exceed 00 feet iR leAf;Jtl:a ~eaewFOd porpeRdie1:1larly freFR tt=ie OM\'IJM. 
St:iaFed FRooi:age IM~ extend up lo 110 feat iR loA!jtl=i if deFReRslfateEI te 00 
ReGessary to provide adoq1:1akl FR98FBtfB. Qeeke tttat G3AFle4 FAeet * is 
etaA4ai:4 FRay F8EIY8&t a F9Yi9\tJ l:IAder tRe 'J.ariaA68 j:IF8"'46iORS of 
si:tapter~SCC; 
Ell) T~ FRaxiFAlilA'I 'Nidtl=I ef east:i pier er Ete4* shall t>e &iK 1981; and 
~Ill) TM lflMIFFn•FR •.vi'-'IA of walkway rampe shell be fe1:1r feet aAd el=i~I De 
f~lly grated; 

(fi} Pier and doGk r-equiremenls fer lake sl=ieFeliAes. 
{I) T~ maKimYm warorward intrusieA ef ai:.y 1:1artieA ef aAy filier er Elesk 
shall Ret ek=teREI fyFtl:ier YJaleP.t.i.aFEii Y=laA Ule aveAge IRtrwsion ef tl:te piera er 
doek6 OR lol6 abYYlAg tt.¥.> looatioR of IJ:le new desk as meas~red 
porpondioulady from the Ot=AO/M YAlese aA alk>FAaltve EHmeAsieA is 
roquirod lo PFO'I-Ont impasts te sFftiea, F,.abital er Aai.f.jgatf0A. IA Ae 
siroltfnstanGes shall the FR9>ef'R1:1m >.vatew,aFEt tAm:isieR ef ariy peftien of tho 
pier or doek O)GOAd moFe thaA 80 feet ffoffl the OMWM. or tl:io point where 
tho \.Valor do~ is eight foot belov.' U:le olet.talioA of tAo OH~.·V M, t.tA:liol=levor 
is r-oaehod fiF&ti 
(II) The m~EAum vAdlh of each pier or dOGk shall be-siK feet, er Y~ to eight 
feet wide on joint use doGks; aA<:I 
(IIIJ The FHaKiRn.u~ 'lAl#l for i:-.er:s aAEJ Etook-s shall &Je feijr feel for tl:!e f:lr:st 
tl:air:ty feet ffElR=i Ile OM\1\'M af aAy lake ideAtified as saJffloAld t:iabitat. 

(G) Pier aAd dook req uli:emeRl6 fer ri,l..'er et:iefeiiAes. 
(I) Pier an..t deok dimeASieRs shall t>e tl=le FRiniFRWFR A86H&ary le 
aesoFRmodate the pmposod Y&e; 
(II) Pien; BA~ ~eeke et=iall Aet impe,ele AavigatieA, ·Haler flew, or traRspertof 
sediFR,ent. BREI E10011ie BREI BROIi AGt F86Ylt iA aeeeleFati8R of 8F06iOA en 
adjaooAt or opposite baAks; aAd 
fill) CeRstrYstieR tiR=iiAg 6':\all net selRside wiU:i ~ i9.-.atieR er s~avJAi RB ef 
aAadFOFR91:,1S tis~; 

(l=I) Fleat F9E1YiFOfflBRIB. 
(r) 0 Ae Reat ~er eiAgle family F9SiEl0f1se aAd RO more lhaR ORO oommoR 
1:1se filea.t Jar east.:i new multifalfliy EJei.-elel:)meRt. skei:t wttdiYisien er 
s1::1bdivisioR is PElffR Med; 
(II) ~o porlioR of a :float &hall bo plaeeEI FRero thaR 4e feet waleFWaFEI Bf the 
O~\~.'M OR lake SAOFeliAesi 
(Ill) RetrietJ1al lines et=iall AOt tleat at or near tA&-6Uffas.e ef the water; aAEI 
(IV) Ne float sl=lall hatte FRere tt:la:A 100 sqt:taFe feet of &YFfaoa aFeat 

(I) CeAetF=YelioA FAatefials fer Elosk.s, piers or fleat6 ~all !fleet tl:le fellawiA9 
FeEI 1:,1iremeAts: 

(I) The desi'JRg ef all fillers aREil (:tooks shall 13e Eleei!!JA9E1 te Bllew a miRifflYFR 
ef 4 5 percent light paS6"8. lii'leats st=iaH 0e EtesigneEt te allow a miAim i:.m of 
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1 30 persent light passage. Tl:tis FRay ho assoFRplisl:ioel tl:tro1,1gh grated desks, 
2 spaoe bew.reen desking, light prisFRs, or otl:tor FReans; 
3 (II) If plastiss or otl:ter non biodegradable FRaterials are 1,1soel in float, f)ier, or 
4 desk sonstn:JStion, oontainFRont feah::1r0s in tho design of tl:10 stn,1st1,1ros are 
5 roql::lirod; 
6 (Ill) Any part of a dosk, f)ior or float that ooFRes in direst sontaot •1Att:l tl:io 
7 water shall not be treated or ooated with toxio FRaterials. Untreated wooel, 
8 f)reoast oonsroto, f)lastio or nontoxio alternati•.ies st:iall be l::lsed l::lnless tho 
9 f)rojoot fJFOfJonont eloFRonstrates and the def)artFRent dotorFRinos that there 

10 is no feasible alternative to t0>do oonstrustion FRaterials or finishes that will 
11 f)FOvido tho strustural sharaoteristios neoossary fer tt:io projest; and 
12 (IV) Skirting is not porFRittod. 
13 (k) Yacht and Boat Clubs. 
14 (i} Facilities of yacht and boat clubs that are not water-dependent shall be located on dry 
15 land except as specifically provided in the applicable shoreline environment. 
16 (ii) Yacht and boat club mooraqe facilities shall comply with sec 30.67.515(h). 
17 (I) 8oathol::lso, private, nonoornrnorsial. 
18 (i) Tho height of any oovorod, over water strusturo shall not oxoood 12 foot as 
19 FRoast.1rod froFR tho ordinary t:iigh water FRaFk.; 
20 (ii) Tl:to total area inoll::lding b1:1ilding and possible pier 'Nalkway of soveroel, over water 
21 strl::IGt1:1ros shall not exsood 500 sq1:1aro feet; 
22 (iii) Tho entirety of tl:to over 'Nater str1,1oturo shall have a width no greater than 25 
23 peroont of tho width of tho lot at tho natural shoreline l::lpon whish it is losateel; 
24 (iv) MaxiFR1:1FR extent fer any boathouse is 25 feet beyond the rnean lmv waterline; 
25 (11) Str1:1Gt1:1ros permitted hereunder shall not be used as a el'IIOlling, nor shall any boat 
26 FRoorod at any wharf be 1:1soel as a dv,ielling •,vt:iile so FRoorod, oxsopt as provided in 
21 sec ao.e7.570(2)(g); ((and)) 
28 (vi) Ynless shared hy tl:io adjasont property owner, oovorod l:Joathouses shall be at 
29 least throe feet fmFR tl:te siele lot lino or extension thereof. ~Jo sotl:Jaek from adjasent 
30 properties is roq1,1iroel for str1,1ot1,1ros st:iaroel l:Jy aeljaoont property owners. 
31 (vii) All l:Joat ho1,1sos shall consist of a roof and St.lfJport beaFRs anel nosossary pier 
32 walkways and piling sl::lpports. Side walls are prohihiteel; 
33 (viii) Transluoont l:Joat oanopios shall !:Jo usoel when possible in lie1:1 of sonstrt.1etin§J a 
34 new boatho1:1se; and 
35 (ix) When a now boat t:iouse is oonstr1:1Gtod, FRitigation seq1,1enoing for st:iorolino 
36 eoologioal irnpaots shall be roq1,1ired per sec 30.e7A.310(3)(a). 
37 (m) Mooring 8uoys 
38 (i) Mooring b1:::1oys shall not be looated on or over orilisal saltvJater habitats; 
39 (ii) e.xeept as f)FOhibitod in (i) above, mooring buoys FRay be losatee on or over 
40 nearshere asorotion areas, s1::1ot=i as sandflats, rn1:::1dflats and f)oskot est1:1aries; 
41 (iii) Mooring b1,1oys sl:iall be loeated to FRiniFRizo imf)asts en navigation; and 
42 (iv) Mooring b1,1oys shall so reasonably visible to 13eators.)) 
43 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in sec 30.67.515(1 ), the following shoreline 
44 environment designation-specific regulations for new boating facilities in shorelines apply as 
45 applicable: 
46 (a) Urban. Boating facilities are permitted. 
47 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
48 (((i) Marinas, yaoht and boat slubs, boat la1,1nsh fasilities other than boat raFRi;>s, 
49 publio er soFRFRoroial desks and piers, and boathouses are prot=iibitod; and)) 
so m Marinas, yacht and boat clubs, and boat launch facilities other than boat ramps are 
51 prohibited: and 
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1 (((ii) Boat FaFRps, pri>.cate desks, floats aREI mooFing buoys aFe sonditionally 
2 peFmitted.)) 
3 (ii) Boat ramps are conditionally permitted. 
4 (c) Rural Conservancy. 
5 (((i) Seat launsh fasilities, eeat ramps, eeatheuses, Elesks, r;iieFS, fleats an<:1 mooring 
6 euoys are perFRitteEI; ane)) 
7 (i) Boat launch facilities and boat ramps are permitted; and 
8 (ii) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are conditionally permitted. 
9 (d) Resource. 

10 (i) Marinas and yacht and boat clubs are prohibited; and 
11 (((ii) Qeatheuses are eenelitienally r;ierFRittod; and 
12 (iii) Boat launoh faoilitios, boat raFRl=)S, dosks, pioFS, floats and mooring buoys are 
13 porFRittod.)) 
14 (ii) Boat launch facilities and boat ramps are permitted. 
15 (e) Municipal Watershed Utility. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps, 
16 which are permitted. 
17 (f) Natural. All boating facilities are prohibited except boat ramps which are conditionally 
18 permitted. 
19 (g) Aquatic. 
20 (i) Marinas, yacht and boat club facilities are conditionally permitted if the adjacent 
21 shoreland designation is either Urban or Rural Conservancy. 
22 (ii) Boat ramps are: 
23 (A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 
24 Conservancy, Resource or Municipal Watershed Utility; and 
25 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 
26 Conservancy or Natural((i )):. 
27 (((iii) PFivate dooks, floats and FRooriRg buoys are: 
28 (A) PerFRitted only wt:ien u,e aeljasent shorelanEI is ElesigRated Urban, Rural 
29 Gonsorvansy or Rosouroo; 
30 (B) Conditionally perFRitted i.•,hon tho aeljasont shoreland designation is Urban 
31 Gonsorvansy; ane 
32 (G) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland Elosignation is Municipal Watershed 
33 Utility or Natural; and 
34 (iv) Puelis er semFReroial desks, piers or heatheuses are eoRditienally porFRitted only 
35 if U=10 aeljasent shoreland designation is Urean, Rural Gonsorvansy or Resouroe. 
36 (v) Pri,,cate boath01:1sos are: 
37 (A) PerFRittod enly when tho aeljaeont shoreland eesignation is either Urban or 
38 Rural Gonsorvansy; 
39 (8) Cenelitienally perFRitteEi when the aEijaeent shoreland designation is 
40 Resouroo; and 
41 (C) Prohibited when the adjasent shoreland Elesignation is either Urban 
42 Conservaney, Munisii:>al '/IJateFShoe Utility or Natural.)) 
43 (3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or permission from the state Department of 
44 Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access 
45 is required. If the county becomes aware of ((un authorized)} unauthorized moorage on waters 
46 of the state, the department will notify the state Department of Natural Resources. 
47 
48 30.67.517 Boat mooring facilities- docks. piers, floats, boathouses and mooring buoys. 
49 Boat mooring facilities include docks, piers, floats, boathouses and mooring buoys. 
so (1} The following general regulations apply to new boat mooring facilities in shorelines: 
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(a) No boat mooring facilities shall extend into a water body in such a manner as to 
impede navigation or create any navigation hazard. 
(b) Boat mooring facilities shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats or 
spawning areas for anadromous fish. 
{c) Boat mooring facilities. except for mooring buoys, shall not be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats. mudflats and pocket estuaries. 
(d) Structures, equipment, wastes and materials shall not be stored, disposed of or 
abandoned within the shoreline jurisdiction. Boats may be stored within the shoreline 
jurisdiction. 
(e) Construction materials that come in direct contact with the water shall not be treated or 
coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic 
alternatives shall be used unless the project proponent demonstrates and the department 
determines that there is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials that will 
provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project. 
m Finish treatments, including but not limited to paint, stain, water-proofer, pest 
preventatives and preservatives used on overwater structures or on structures within 25 
feet of the ordinary high water mark shall not result in adverse impacts to water quality. 
{g} Construction shall be limited to times that will have the least disturbance on spawning, 
migration and rearing of salmonids and other critical species. 
{h) Docks, piers and floats. 

(i) Docks, piers and floats shall not deflect river currents or wave energy resulting in 
the undercutting of banks, erosion, or damage to adjacent or downstream properties 
or critical saltwater habitat: 
(ii) Where feasible, moorage buoys shall be required instead of piers. docks or floats 
on all tidal water, except for port, industrial and commercial developments in the 
Urban shoreline environment designation: 
(iii) Docks, piers and floats associated with water-dependent commercial or industrial 
uses shall be the minimum size and length necessary to accommodate the proposed 
use: 
(iv) Commercial and industrial docks upon which toxic or flammable materials are 
handled or stored shall make adequate provisions to minimize the possibility of an 
accidental spill and prepare an effective spill response plan: 
(v) Joint use docks and piers shall be required for commercial and industrial 
enterprises in close proximity to each other, unless the applicant can demonstrate 
that the possibility of a multiple owner or multiple use facility is not feasible: 
{vi) When moorage facilities are proposed in conjunction with new subdivisions, 
motels or multi-family residences. a single, joint use moorage facility shall be 
required. 
{vii} When reviewing permit applications for new docks, piers and floats associated 
with single family residences, the county will consider the following: 

(A) Availability and adequacy of existing community or public facilities providing 
access to the same shoreline water body: and 
(B} The feasibility of multiple owner or multiple user facilities. Shared use 
facilities are preferred whenever possible. 

{viii} Unless shared by adjacent property owners, covered private docks and 
boathouses shall be at least three feet from any side lot line or extension thereof. No 
setback from adjacent properties is required for uncovered private docks and 
boathouses or for private docks and boathouses shared by adjacent property owners. 
(ix) Docks. piers and floats shall be located and designed as follows: 
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(A) Floats and floating docks shall include stops which will serve to elevate the 
floats above the tidelands at low tide. Floats shall be secured with anchored 
cables in place of pilings. where feasible: 
(B) Docks. piers and floats are not allowed in or over critical saltwater habitat: 
(C) Shortening, lengthening, narrowing, or reducing the area of a dock, pier or 
float shall be required as necessary to ensure that: 

m The structure does not extend over-water in such a manner as to impede 
navigation or create a navigation hazard; and 
(II) The structure avoids disturbing or shading significant freshwater aquatic 
vegetation communities or critical saltwater habitat: 

(D) Increase or decrease of the height of the dock. pier or float may be required 
to allow for the penetration of light to reduce impacts to habitat related to 
shading: 
(E) Pier and dock requirements for marine shorelines. 

(I) Piers and docks located on marine shorelines shall be the minimum size 
required to provide for moorage. Single family piers or docks shall not 
exceed 90 feet in length measured perpendicularly from the OHWM. 
Shared moorage may extend up to 110 feet in length if demonstrated to be 
necessary to provide adequate moorage. Docks that cannot meet this 
standard may request a review under the variance provisions of 
chapter 30.44 sec; 
(II) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet: and 
(Ill) The maximum width of walkway ramps shall be four feet and shall be 
fully grated: 

(F) Pier and dock requirements for lake shorelines. 
(I) The maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of any pier or dock 
shall not extend further waterward than the average intrusion of the piers or 
docks on lots abutting the location of the new dock as measured 
perpendicularly from the OHWM unless an alternative dimension is 
required to prevent impacts to critical habitat or navigation. In no 
circumstances, including when no docks exist on abutting properties, shall 
the maximum waterward intrusion of any portion of the pier or dock extend 
more than 80 feet from the OHWM. or the point where the water depth is 
eight feet below the elevation of the OHWM, whichever is reached first; 
(II) The maximum width of each pier or dock shall be six feet. or up to eight 
feet wide on ioint use docks: and 
(Ill) The maximum width for piers and docks shall be four feet for the first 
thirty feet from the OHWM of any lake that contains salmonids. 

(G) Pier and dock requirements for river shorelines. 
(I) Pier and dock dimensions shall be the minimum necessary to 
accommodate the proposed use: 
{II} Piers and docks shall not impede navigation, water flow, or transport of 
sediment and debris and shall not result in acceleration of erosion on 
adjacent or opposite banks; and 
(Ill) Construction timing shall not coincide with migration or spawning of 
anadromous fish; 

(H} Float requirements. 
m One float per single-family residence and no more than one common 
use float for each new multifamily development, short subdivision or 
subdivision is permitted; 
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(II} No portion of a float shall be placed more than 45 feet waterward of the 
OHWM on lake shorelines: 
(Ill) Retrieval lines shall not float at or near the surface of the water: and 
{IV} No float shall have more than 100 square feet of surface area: 

m Construction materials for docks. piers or floats shall meet the following 
requirements: 

ill ((The deokiAg of all i:>iors aAd dooks shall 00 desigAod te allew a 
minimum of 45 1')0FGOAt light passage. Floats shall 00 designed to allew a 
minimum ef 3Q peroont light passage.)) The decking of all docks, piers or 
floats shall be designed to allow for maximum light passage: 40 - 60 
percent of decking open space is preferred. This may be accomplished 
through grated decks, space between decking, light prisms. or other 
means: 
(II) If plastics or other non-biodegradable materials are used in float, pier, or 
dock construction, containment features in the design of the structures are 
required: 
{Ill} Any part of a dock, pier or float that comes in direct contact with the 
water shall not be treated or coated with toxic materials. Untreated wood, 
precast concrete, plastic or nontoxic alternatives shall be used unless the 
project proponent demonstrates and the department determines that there 
is no feasible alternative to toxic construction materials or finishes that will 
provide the structural characteristics necessary for the project: and 
{IV) Skirting is not permitted. 

(i) Boathouse, private, noncommercial. 
(i) The height of any covered, over-water structure shall not exceed 12 feet as 
measured from the ordinary high water mark: 
Oi) The total area including building and possible pier walkway of covered, over-water 
structures shall not exceed 500 square feet: 
{iii) The entirety of the over-water structure shall have a width no greater than 25 
percent of the width of the lot at the natural shoreline upon which it is located: 
(iv) Maximum extent for any boathouse is 25 feet beyond the mean low waterline: 
{v) Structures permitted hereunder shall not be used as a dwelling. nor shall any boat 
moored at any wharf be used as a dwelling while so moored. except as provided in 
sec 30.67.570{2}{g}: 
(vi) Unless shared by the adjacent property owner, covered boathouses shall be at 
least three feet from the side lot line or extension thereof. No setback from adjacent 
properties is required for structures shared by adjacent property owners. 
(vii) All ((seat houses)) boathouses shall consist of a roof and support beams and 
necessary pier walkways and piling supports. Side walls are prohibited: 
(viii) Translucent boat canopies shall be used when possible in lieu of constructing a 
new boathouse: and 
ilitl When a new ((l:loat t:iouse)) boathouse is constructed, mitigation sequencing for 
shoreline ecological impacts shall be required per SCC 30.62A.310(3)(a). 

(j) Mooring Buoys 
(i) Mooring buoys shall not be located on or over critical saltwater habitats: 
(ii) Except as prohibited in (i) above, mooring buoys may be located on or over 
nearshore accretion areas, such as sandflats, mudflats and pocket estuaries: 
(iii} Mooring buoys shall be located to minimize impacts on navigation: and 
(iv) Mooring buoys shall be reasonably visible to boaters. 

Attachment lb: Proposed Shoreline Code Amendments Page 24 of 31 



1 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in sec 30.67.517(1 ), the following shoreline 
2 environment designation-specific regulations for new mooring facilities in shorelines apply as 
3 applicable: 
4 (a) Urban. Boathouses, docks, piers. floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
5 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
6 m Public or commercial docks and piers. and boathouses are prohibited; and 
7 (ii) Private docks1 floats and mooring buoys are conditionally permitted. 
8 {c) Rural Conservancy. Boathouses, docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
9 {d) Resource. 

10 (ii) Boathouses are conditionally permitted: and 
11 (iii) Docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys are permitted. 
12 (e) Municipal Watershed Utility. All mooring facilities are prohibited. 
13 (f) Natural. All mooring facilities are prohibited. 
14 (g) Aquatic. 
15 {i) Private docks, floats and mooring buoys are: 
16 (A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland is designated Urban, Rural 
17 Conservancy or Resource; 
18 (B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban 
19 Conservancy: and 
20 (C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is Municipal Watershed 
21 Utility or Natural: and 
22 {iv) Public or commercial docks, piers or boathouses are conditionally permitted only 
23 if the adjacent shoreland designation is Urban, Rural Conservancy or Resource. 
24 {v) Private boathouses are: 
25 {A) Permitted only when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban or 
26 Rural Conservancy: 
27 {B) Conditionally permitted when the adjacent shoreland designation is 
28 Resource: and 
29 {C) Prohibited when the adjacent shoreland designation is either Urban 
30 Conservancy, Municipal Watershed Utility or Natural. 
31 {3) Moorage on waters of the state without a lease or permission from the state Department of 
32 Natural Resources is restricted by the state and mitigation of impacts to navigation and access 
33 is required. If the county becomes aware of unauthorized moorage on waters of the state, the 
34 department will notify the state Department of Natural Resources. 
35 
36 30.67.570 Residential 
37 Residential use includes single and multifamily dwellings and uses and other structures that are 
38 typically appurtenant or incidental to a residence. Residential uses also include those limited 
39 commercial and institutional uses that occur within or are incidental to a residence, such as bed 
40 and breakfast inns, guest houses, home occupations, family daycare, foster homes, retirement 
41 apartments, retirement housing and boarding houses. Residential uses also include conforming 
42 houseboats. live-aboard vessels, and floating homes. 
43 (1) The following general regulations apply to residential uses in shorelines: 
44 (a) Clustered development, with the open space area preserving and providing access to 
45 the water, is required for subdivisions or short subdivisions, except that alternative site 
46 designs may be considered by the department provided that the applicant demonstrates 
47 that the alternative site design will provide equivalent or better protection for shoreline 
48 ecological functions. 
49 (b) Residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, or residential structures shall not be 
so approved when structural flood protection or shoreline stabilization measures will be 
51 necessary to protect lots or subsequent development on the lots. 
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1 (c) All utility lines shall be located underground. 
2 (d) Accessory structures that are not appurtenances must be proportional in size and 
3 purpose to the primary structure, and compatible with onsite and adjacent structures, uses 
4 and natural features. 
5 (e) All residential subdivisions, short subdivisions, single family detached units, duplexes, 
6 townhouses or condominiums creating more than four parcels or dwelling units, and multi-
7 family developments of more than four lots or dwelling units, shall be required to provide 
8 public access under sec 30.67.330. 
9 (f) Beach or water access using new stairways and trams is allowed, provided the 

10 applicant demonstrates that: 
11 (i) Existing shared, public or community facilities are not adequate or available for 
12 use; 
13 (ii) The possibility of a multiple-owner or multiple-user facility has been thoroughly 
14 investigated and is not feasible; and 
15 (iii) The stairway or tram is designed and located such that: 
16 (A) Subsequent shoreline modification, including the installation of shoreline 
17 stabilization, solely for the purpose of protecting the structure, is not necessary; 
18 (8) Removal or modification of existing shoreline vegetation is the minimum 
19 necessary to construct the structure, and will be replaced with appropriate native 
20 species within the next growing season; and 
21 (C) No fill or other modification water-ward of the ordinary high water mark is 
22 necessary to construct or use the structure. 
23 (g) Residential subdivisions and short subdivisions ((lyin~ fully or partially witt:lin sl:loreline 
24 jurisdiction)) shall be limited to a maximum of ten percent total effective impervious 
25 surface area within ((tt:le suti>division ti>oundary)) designated shorelands. 
26 (2) In addition to the general regulations contained in sec 30.67.570(1 ), the following shoreline 
27 environment designation-specific regulations for residential uses apply: 
28 (a) The following residential uses and appurtenant structures are permitted in the Urban 
29 environment: single family residential, mobile and manufactured homes, duplex, 
30 multifamily, townhouse, and mobile home parks. 
31 (b) Urban Conservancy. 
32 (i) The following residential uses are permitted: single family residential, mobile and 
33 manufactured homes; 
34 (ii) Duplex and mobile home parks are conditionally permitted. 
35 (c) Rural Conservancy. 
36 (i) The following residential uses are permitted: single family residential, mobile and 
37 manufactured homes, and duplex; 
38 (ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally permitted; and 
39 (iii) Multifamily and townhouses are prohibited. 
40 ( d) Resource. 
41 (i) The following residential uses are: single family residential, mobile and 
42 manufactured homes, and duplex; 
43 (ii) Mobile home parks are conditionally permitted; and 
44 (iii) Multifamily and townhouse are prohibited. 
45 (e) All residential uses are prohibited in the Municipal Watershed Utility environment. 
46 (f) Natural. 
47 (i) The following residential uses are conditionally permitted: single family residential, 
48 mobile and manufactured homes; 
49 (ii) All other residential((~)) development and structure types are prohibited; and 
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1 (iii) Alteration of the natural topographic features or flora of the site shall be restricted 
2 to that necessary for the placement of the residence and appurtenances. Additional 
3 grading or clearing, as for lawns, is prohibited. 
4 (g) New over-water residences and floating homes are prohibited in the Aquatic 
s environment. Houseboats used as a residence and live-aboard vessels may be permitted 
6 within marinas or in waters of the state subject to a lease or permission from the state 
7 Department of Natural Resources. 
8 
9 30.67.575 Shoreline and bank stabilization. 

10 Shoreline stabilization measures are used to reduce sedimentation and erosion. 
11 (1) The following general regulations apply to shoreline and bank stabilization within shorelines: 
12 (a) Normal maintenance or repair of existing shoreline stabilization structures is allowed. 
13 (b) New, enlarged or replacement structural shoreline stabilization measures may only be 
14 used: 
15 (i) To protect: 
16 (A) Ex,sting primary structures, utilities, roads and bridges; 
17 (B) New utilities or public bridges and transportation structures allowed pursuant 
18 to 30.626.330(3); 
19 (C) Designated farmland on the county's comprehensive plan; and 
20 (D) Projects where the sole purpose is to protect or restore shoreline ecological 
21 functions; and 
22 (i i) When a geotechnical analysis conducted by a qualified engineer or geologist with 
23 experience evaluating and constructing nonstructural stabilization techniques 
24 demonstrates that: 
25 (A) Nonstructural shoreline stabilization solutions are not feasible; 
26 (B) Structural stabilizaUon is necessary to provide protection from erosion 
27 caused by natural processes such as tidal action, currents, waves or channel 
28 migration and that the erosion is not caused by upland conditions, such as loss 
29 of vegetation and drainage; and 
30 (C) The erosion rate exceeds that which would normally occur in a natural 
31 condition and that the structural stabilization measure would not interfere with 
32 hydrological and geomorphologic processes normally acting under a natural 
33 condition. 
34 (c) Shoreline stabilization structures shall: 
35 (i) Comply with the guidelines in the Integrated Streambank Protection 
36 Guidelines (Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, April 2003), or the 
37 alternative bank protection methods in Alternative Bank Protection Methods for Puget 
38 Sound Shorelines (Washington State Department of Ecology, May 2000, Publication 
39 #00·06-012); 
40 (ii) Not alter natural hydraulic or sediment transport processes to the extent that 
41 downstream, downdrift or adjacent properties are damaged; and 
42 (iii) Not cause a net loss of shoreline ecological functions. Mitigation is required for 
43 any adverse impacts to shoreline ecological functions including, but not limited to 
44 shoreline hydraulic processes such as littoral drift and channel migration, recruitment 
45 of beach materials from feeder bluffs and sediment transport. 
46 (d) Construction of stabilization measures shall meet the following criteria: 
47 (i) The size and quantity of material constituting the shoreline stabilization structure 
48 shall be the minimum necessary; 
49 (ii) Beach materials shall not be used to backfill bulkheads, seawalls and other 
50 shoreline stabilization structures; 
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1 (iii) Construction materials shall not contain, or be treated or coated with toxic 
2 materials; 
3 (iv) Shoreline stabilization structures shall not be used for the indirect purpose of 
4 creating land. When fill is required behind an already existing structure, it shall not 
5 extend water-ward of the ordinary high water mark unless otherwise permitted by this 
6 chapter; 
7 (v) Structures shall be located landward of the ordinary high water mark, landward of 
8 the storm berm, and generally parallel to the natural shoreline except: 
9 (A) On bluff or bank shorelines where no other armoring structures are adjacent, 

10 such structures shall be as close to the toe of the bank as possible; 
11 (B) Where there are stabilization structures on adjacent properties. the proposed 
12 structure shall be tied in flush, except where adjoining structures extend water-
13 ward of the ordinary high water mark; 
14 (C) Replacement walls or bulkheads shall not encroach water-ward of the 
15 ordinary high water mark or water-ward of the existing structure unless the 
16 residence was occupied prior to January 1, 1992 [per RCW 90.58.100(6)]. In 
17 such cases, the replacement structure shall abut the existing shoreline 
18 stabilization structure and any adversely impacted shoreline ecological functions 
19 shall be mitigated. If critical saltwater habitats or shoreline ecological functions 
20 would be adversely impacted by leaving the existing structure, the structure shall 
21 be removed as part of the replacement measure; and 
22 (D) Nonstructural shoreline stabilization measures that provide restoration of 
23 shoreline ecological functions may be allowed water-ward of the ordinary high 
24 water mark; and 
25 (vi) Publicly financed or subsidized structures shall include provisions for public 
26 access as required under SCC 30.67.330. 
27 (2) In addition to the general regulations in SCC 30.67.575(1), the following shoreline 
28 environment designation-specific regulations for shoreline and bank stabilization apply: 
29 (a) Non-structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted in all shoreline 
30 environments except that non-structural flood protection measures in the Natural and 
31 Aquatic environments are conditionally permitted; and 
32 (b) Structural shoreline and bank stabilization measures are permitted in all shoreline 
33 environments except Natural and adjacent Aquatic environments to protect ecological 
34 enhancement or restoration projects when non-structural protection measures are not 
35 feasible. (('J!Jhen Rot in oonj1:motion with an esologioal 0Rhanoer:t=1ent or restoration pi:ejeot, 
36 stn:1ot1::1ral shoreline and bank stabili~ation is oonditionally porr:t=1itted in all st:10F01ino 
37 8R!JiFOnFAeRtS 8XG8pt Natural and Urban ConsorvaRGY onviFORFAents aRd f\.E:1uatie 
38 oRvironmoRts aejaoont to Natural aRE:t Urban CoRsorvanoy envir0Rr:t=1ents.)) With the 
39 exception of normal maintenance and repair, structural shoreline and bank stabilization 
40 measures not associated with an ecological enhancement or restoration project are 
41 conditionally permitted in all shoreline environments except Natural and Urban 
42 Conservancy environments and Aquatic environments adjacent to Natural and Urban 
43 Conservancy environments. 
44 
45 30.67.580 Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement. 
46 The purpose of shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement projects is to improve ecological 
47 functions and 
48 processes necessary to maintain shoreline natural resources, protect public health and safety, 
49 and preserve beneficial uses of the shoreline. 
so (1) The following general regulations apply to shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement 
51 projects within shorelines: 
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1 (a) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall: 
2 (i) Restore, enhance or create fish and wildlife habitat; or 
3 (ii) Implement a recommended project from the shoreline restoration element. 
4 (b) Shoreline habitat restoration or enhancement projects shall not adversely impact river 
s currents, sediment processes, littoral drift, wetland or fish and wildlife habitat conservation 
6 areas. 
7 (c) Beach enhancement shall be prohibited within spawning, nesting or breeding habitat or 
8 where littoral drift of the enhancement materials adversely affects adjacent spawning 
9 grounds or other fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 

10 ( d) Beach and stream enhancement shall not: 
11 (i) Extend water-ward more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve the 
12 desired stabilization; 
13 (ii) Result in steep contours that impede easy pedestrian passage or trap drifting 
14 sediments; 
15 (iii) Be used solely to create new land area; 
16 (iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or shallow water fish and wildlife habitat, unless such 
17 habitat is replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or native 
18 vegetation consistent with sec 30.67.580(1 )(h); 
19 (v) Result in a beach differing in character from natural conditions historically found 
20 on the site or vicinity; or 
21 (vi) Interfere with the normal public use of the navigable waters of the state. 
22 (e) Lake and marine beach restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the 
23 following: 
24 (i) New materials added to a beach shall be of a size and composition as similar as 
25 possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to withstand normal 
26 current, wake or wave action at the site; 
27 (ii) The restored beach shall approximate the natural lake or marine shoreline width, 
28 height, bulk, profile, and vegetation community and structure; 
29 (iii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 
30 (iv) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 
31 two years of placement; and 
32 (v) Gravel berms, drift sills and beach nourishment must be used when appropriate 
33 for the site. 
34 (f) Stream restoration or enhancement shall be consistent with the following: 
35 (i) Large woody debris placement, engineered log jams, bioengineering techniques, 
36 fish screens, self-regulating tide gates, removal of artificial structures and fish 
37 barriers, fishways, and stream channel improvements shall be included where 
38 appropriate; 
39 (ii) Only short-term mechanical assistance may be used to accomplish planting; 
40 (iii) Plantings must be maintained to achieve at least an 80 percent survival rate after 
41 two years of placement; 
42 (iv) Size and composition of new materials added to a stream shall be as similar as 
43 possible to the existing natural materials, but large enough to withstand normal 
44 current, wake or wave action at the site; and 
45 (v) Restoration or enhancement of the natural stream channel characteristics of 
46 length, width, gradient and sinuosity shall be included where appropriate. 
47 (g) Stream restoration or enhancement shall not: 
48 (i) Create barriers for juvenile or adult migrating fish: 
49 (ii) Remove large woody material embedded in a bank or bed except in those unique 
50 circumstances where removal is necessary to successfully achieve implementation of 
51 the restoration or enhancement project; 
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1 (iii) Alter the natural stream more than the minimum amount necessary to achieve the 
2 desired restoration or enhancement; 
3 (iv) Disturb riparian vegetation or fish and wildlife habitat unless such habitat is 
4 replaced within the earliest appropriate season by new habitat or riparian vegetation 
5 consistent with sec 30.67.580(1)(h); or 
6 (v) Create a hazard to navigation, public infrastructure, or primary structures. 
7 (h) Restoration or enhancement of riparian vegetation shall: 
8 (i) Replace disturbed vegetation with comparable plant species and diversity; or 
9 (ii) Improve riparian ecological functions by increasing plant diversity and including 

10 plant species offering higher habitat values, better bank stabilization, improved water 
11 quality functions or nutrient exchange. 
12 (2) Shoreline habitat restoration and enhancement is permitted in all shoreline environments. 
13 Shoreline modifications that are an integral and necessary component of shoreline habitat 
14 restoration and enhancement projects are allowed in all shoreline environment designations 
15 subject to the appropriate modification-specific shoreline regulations. 
16 {3) Relief may be granted from the requirements of this chapter to property owners in urban 
17 growth areas affected by a shoreline restoration project that results in a landward shift in the 
18 ordinary high water mark when all requirements of WAC 173-27-215 are met. 
19 
20 30.91A.255 Aquaculture. 
21 "Aquaculture" means the culture, harvesting or farming of food fish, shellfish, or other aquatic 
22 plants and animals. Commercial activities include the hatching, cultivating, planting, feeding, 
23 raising, harvesting, and processing of aquatic plants and animals and the maintenance and 
24 construction of necessary equipment, buildings and growing areas. Cultivation methods include 
25 but are not limited to fish pens, fish hatcheries, shellfish rafts, racks and long lines, seaweed 
26 floats and nets and the culture of clams and oysters on tidelands and subtidal areas. Non-
27 commercial activities include activities related to subsistence, recreational and personal 
28 consumption, and research and restoration, provided that non-commercial aquaculture does not 
29 include construction or installation of structures on the beach or waterward of the ordinary high 
30 water mark. Aquaculture does not include the harvest of wild geoduck associated with the state 
31 and tribal co-managed wild stock geoduck fishery. 
32 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC. 
33 
34 30.91 D.230 Development. 
35 "Development" means a use consisting of the construction or exterior alteration of structures; 
36 dredging; drilling; dumping; filling; removal of sand, gravel, or minerals; bulkheading; driving of 
37 piling; placing of obstructions; or any project of a permanent or temporary nature which 
38 interferes with the normal public use of the surface of the waters overlying lands subject to this 
39 title. "Development" does not include dismantling or removing structures if there is no other 
40 associated development activity or re-development activity. 
41 This definition applies only to "Shoreline" regulations in chapters 30.44 and 30.67 SCC. 
42 
43 30.91F.355 Floating Home. 
44 "Floating home" means a structure designed primarily as a permanently based structure and not 
45 as a vessel and is typically characterized by permanent utilities, a semi-permanent 
46 anchorage/moorage design, and the lack of adequate self-propulsion to operate as a vessel. 
47 Floating homes permitted or legally established prior to January 1, 2011, are considered an 
48 SMP conforming use. 
49 
so 30.91S.330 Single-family residence. 
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1 "Single-family residence" means a detached dwelling designed for and occupied by 
2 one family and includes normal appurtenances thereto within a conti uous ownership. 
3 (( . ) ) This definition 
4 a lies on/ to "Shoreline" re ulations in cha ters · 
s 
6 30.91Y.010 Yacht and boat club. 
7 "Yacht and boat club" means an institutional use that consists of structures and related grounds 
8 and/or moorage used for social and recreational purposes related to pleasure boating and/or 
9 swimming. the use of which is generally restricted to members and their guests. Yacht, boat and 

10 beach clubs may be either community clubs or private clubs. 
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Attachment 2: Proposed Shoreline Map Amendments 
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Attachment 4: Draft Findings and Conclusions 

A. The Snohomish County Planning Commission makes the following findings of fact in support of this 
ordinance: 

1. The Planning Commission held a briefing on May 22, 2018, concerning proposed code and 
map amendments contained in this ordinance. 

2. The Planning Commission held a pubtic hearing on October 23, 2018, to receive public 
testimony concerning the proposed code and map amendments contained in this ordinance. 

3. At the conclusion of the Planning Commission's public hearing, the Planning Commission 
voted to recommend of the proposed code and map amendments as set forth 
in its recommendation letter dated 2018. 

B. This ordinance will amend Snohomish County Code (SCC) t ttle 30 to update shoreline regulations, 
administrative procedures and definitions related to state-mandated periodic review requirements 
of the Snohomish County Shoretine Management Program (SMP) in the Shoreline Management Act 
(SMA) Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 90.58.080(4). The proposed amendments seek to: 

1. Assure the county's SMP is consistent with all app,icable shoreline laws in Chapter 90.58 
RCW, shoreline rules in Chapters 173-18, 173-20, 173-26, and 173-27 Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC), and guidance documents published by the Washington State 
Department of Ecology (ECY); and 

2. Assure the county's SMP is consistent with the Snohomish County Growth Management Act 
Comprehensive Plan (GMACP) and title 30 SCC development regulations; and 

3. Assure the county's SMP reflects changed circumstances, new information or improved data 
in shoreline maps, policies or regulations since the county last updated its SMP in 2012; and 

4. Clarify and improve implementation of the county's existing shoreline regulations, 
administrative provisions and definitions in Chapters 30.44, 30.67 and 30.91 sec by 
improving consistency and readability. 

C. The goals and policies of the SMA in RCW 90.58.020 are included as one of GMAs planning goals 
(RCW 36. 70A.480). The SMA goals guide the policies in the SMP which is considered an element of 
the county's GMACP. This ordinance is consistent with both the SMA and the GMA. 

D. The proposed amendments will better achieve, comply with, and implement the following goals 
contained in the Shoreline Use Element of the county's SMP, an element of the county's GMACP -
General Policy Plan (GPP): 

1. SMP Goal 1 "Snohomish County shoreline areas should be consistent with the county GMA 
comprehensive plan, shoreline environment designations, and policies and regulations for 
shoreline uses and modifications." 
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2. SMP Goal 2 "Give preference to allowing shoreline uses that maintain or restore shoreline 
ecological functions, protect water quality and the natural environment, depend on 
proximity to the water, and provide or enhance public access and recreational use of the 
shoreline." 

3. SMP Goal 3 "Preserve, protect and restore Snohomish County's unique, valuable and 
nonrenewable natural resources while encouraging the best management practices for the 
continued sustained yield of renewable resources of the shorelines." 

4. SMP Goal 4 "Allow only those industrial, commercial and recreational developments 
particularly dependent upon their location on and use of Snohomish County's shorelines, as 
well as other developments that will provide substantial numbers of the public an 
opportunity to enjoy the shorelines." 

Section 2. The Snohomish County Planning Commission makes the following conclusions in 
support of this ordinance: 

A. The proposal is consistent with the goals contained in the Shoreline Use Element of the county's 
SMP, an element of the county's GMACP. 

B. The proposal is consistent with Washington State law and the sec. 
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Attachement 5 - May 4, 2018, Informational Briefing Materials 

Snohomish County 

MEMORANDUM 

Planning and Development Services 

3000 Rockefeller Ave., MIS 604 
Everett, WA 98201-4046 

(425) 388-3311 
www.snoco.org 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

INTRODUCTION 

Snohomish County Planning Commission 

Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner 

Staff Report - 2019 Periodic Revlew of Shoreline Management Program 

May 4, 2018 

Dave Somers 
County Executive 

This staff report provides an overview of recommended amendments to the existing Snohomish County 
Shoreline Management Program (SMP) that are the result of state-mandated periodic review 
requirements. The update of the SMP is due in June 2019. 

The proposed changes to the county's SMP discussed in this document contain minor amendments to 
the structure of the SMP policy document, shoreline maps in the SMP map atlas and shoreline 
regulations in Snohomish County Code (SCC). 

Under sec 30.73.020, amendments to the SMP are processed as Type 3 legislative decisions and require 
a public hearing before the Snohomish County Council ("council"). Because the SMP implements the 
Shoreline Management Act (SMA) and not the Growth Management Act (GMA), a hearing before the 
Snohomish County Planning Commission ("commission") is not technically required (SCC 30.73.040). 
However, Snohomish County Planning & Development Services (PDS) has historically taken SMP 
legislation through the full planning commission process in the interest of soliciting a broad range of 
public input at all levels. 

In addition to this local process, any amendments approved to the SMP by the county council will not 
become effective until approved by the Washington State Department of Ecology ("Ecology"). 

BACKGROUND 

A. Regulatory Framework 

The Shoreline Management Act (SMA) was adopted in 1972 as a direct result of cit izens concern for the 
shoreline environment. The SMA is a state law recognizing shorelines are among the most fragile and 
valuable of our natural resources and that management of shorelines is necessary to protect the public 
interest on a statewide level. In adopting the SMA, the legislature acknowledged the need to balance 
various interests affecting the shorelines of the state. 
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The state conceived the concept of preferred uses in an effort to protect shoreline functions and values 
and foster reasonable use, public access and water-dependent or water-related economic development 
of shoreline areas. 

The SMA is contained in Chapter 90.58 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW). The SMA requires 
Ecology to work with locat governments toward achieving compliance. To carry out the SMA provisions 
of Chapter 90.58 RCW, Ecology administers a set of shoreline rules in Chapter 173-26 of the Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC). These "guidelines" clarify local governments are responsible for shoreline 
planning and management, as well as administering a shoreline regulatory program. 

Shoreline Master Programs contain all of the components of the planning and regulatory program 
required in state law. These programs are assembled by local governments with oversight and approval 
authority by Ecology. Over 200 cities and 39 counties in Washington State have a shoreline regulatory 
program. Each program is intended to provide a comprehensive vision of how shoreline areas can be 
used and comprise the policy basis and regulations that govern shoreline development, public access 
and preservation. 

B. Shoreline Management Program History 

Snohomish County's first Shoreline Management Master Program (SMMP) was originally adopted in 
September 1974, with an effective date of December 27, 1974. The 1974 SMMP was not amended again 
until 1993. In 2003, Ecology made significant changes to shoreline guidelines in the WAC, resulting in a 
need for local governments across the state to comprehensively review, evaluate and revise their 
programs. 

Between 2006 - 2012, the county worked to update information, policies, designations and regulations 
in an effort to bring our shoreline program into alignment with the updated policy framework and 
regulatory approaches in state law. The county also changed the nomenclature associated with our 
program from the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Master Program (SMMP) to the Shoreline 
Management Program (SMP), replacing the term "master" with "management." 

Snohomish County was one of the first local governments to conduct a comprehensive overhaul of our 
SMP to achieve compliance using the new guidelines. The "2012 SMP Update" included several 
supporting documents, including an inventory summarizing the ecological functions and conditions of all 
shorelines in unincorporated Snohomish County. Ecology approved our SMP in July of 2012. 

PERIODIC REVIEW 

To ensure that shoreline programs do not fall out of compliance with state shoreline laws and guidelines 
over time, the SMA requires local governments to review their shoreline programs "periodically," every 
eight years. According to directives in RCW 90.58.080, the county must review and, if the review 
determines changes are necessary, revise our SMP no later than June 30, 2019 (and every eight years 
thereafter). 
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A. State-Initiated 

The SMA states that the purpose of periodic review is to assure that shoreline programs are compliant 
with applicable state laws (RCW) and shoreline gu idelines (WAC) in effect at the time of review and 
consistent with local government's GMA comprehensive plan and development regulations. 
In other words, the county is required to demonstrate compliance with new laws and guidelines that 
were not in effect when the county's SMP was last amended in 2012. 

Additiona lly, state law requires the county demonstrate that our SMP is consistent with all of the 
amendments made to the General Policy Plan (GPP) element of our GMA Comprehensive Plan and Title 
30 of Snohomish County Code (SCC) that have been adopted since the 2012 SMP Update. 

B. Locally-Initiated 

In addition to achieving consistency with state law, the periodic review process gives local governments 
an opportunity to initiate amendments to the SMP that may result in more effective management of 
shorelines, reflect changed circumstances, new information or improved data in shoreline maps, policies 
or regulations. For instance, since adoption of the 2012 SMP Update, county staff have identified various 
shoreline regulations that could be clarified to facilitate implementation. 

The periodic review process does not require local governments to conduct a comprehensive update 
like the county was required to do during the 2012 SMP Update. Rather, the focus of period ic review is 
on achieving consistency with changes to state and local laws and identifying changes needed to 
improve the local program. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO COUNTY SMP 

The scope of periodic review of the county's SMP includes: (A) proposed code amendments and (B) 
proposed map amendments. Additionally PDS is evaluating potential restructuring of the policy 
document. This would not involve any changes to the policies. Rather, the intent would be to simplify 
content by reducing background and process information that was necessary during the 2012 Update. 

A. Proposed Code Amendments 

1. State-Initiated 

All of the proposed code amendments below are the result of changes to state laws adopted by 
the Legislature (RCW) and guidelines adopted by Ecology (WAC). The county is proposing the 
fo llowing "state-initiated" code amendments to achieve consistency with current state laws and 
gu idelines: 

a) Amend the defin itions for " floating home" and "development" 

b) Add exemptions for boatyards, Washington State Department ofTransportation (WSDOT) 
facilities and compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

c) Amend the dollar threshold for replacement docks on lakes and rivers 

d) Change "date of receipt" to "date of filing" as it relates to deadlines for notifications and 
appeal timelines 
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e) Clarify that legally established residences and appurtenant structures shall be considered 
a conforming use 

f) Add provisions for an exception to the standard buffer width for certain highly-developed 
lakes* 

g) Amend timing requirement for WSDOT projects addressing safety risks 

h) Allow relief from SMP regulations for restoration projects within an Urban Growth Area 

i) List and map streams and lakes 

*Note: Ecology has requested the county consider allowing an exception to the standard buffer 
width requirement (currently 150 feet) for single family residential development on highly
developed lakes. 

2. Locally-Initiated 

All of the proposed code amendments below have been initiated by the county ("locally
initiated") and are intended to address problems or issues with existing shoreline regulations 
that have been identified by Snohomish County PDS staff: 

a) Revise provisions related to docks 

i. Amend light passage requirement for decking materials 
ii. Clarify length provision for residential piers and docks 
iii. Change location of dock regulations for ease of use 

b) Clarify intent of impervious surface limit for subdivisions 

c) Codify Ecology guidance on how to make Ordinary High Water Mark determinations 

d) Clarify exemptions for normal maintenance and repair of bulkheads 

e) Update references to 2007 version of critical area regulations (CAR) in the SMP 

f) Amend definition of "aquaculture" to acknowledge Tribes' role in state fishery 

g) Remove requirement to obtain a shoreline variance permit when innovative development 
design provisions are used for single family residences 

h) Correct spelling errors related to the terms: "Boathouse," "Timber," and "Unauthorized" 

i) Remove language in code referencing "salmonid habitat" 

j) Provide link to definitions for "single family residence" and "appurtenance" in section 
describing exemptions from shoreline substantial development permits 

A table of the proposed state and locally-initiated code amendments are contained in Attachment A. 

B. Proposed Map Amendments 

Snohomish County's existing SMP contains a series of 44 maps showing official delineation of the 
county's shoreline jurisdiction, as well as assignment of shoreline environment designations. The maps 
the county used for the last SMP Update in 2012, were based on data from 2004 that is no longer 
accessible in a digital format. For this reason, the 2019 SMP Periodic Review project includes a new 
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shoreline jurisdiction model based on the most up-to-date series of Geographic Information System 
(GIS) data sets available. 

For purposes of mapping shoreline jurisdiction in Snohomish County, the model uses the following 
criteria derived from the SMA: all marine waters, all rivers/streams with more than 20 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) mean annua, flow, ale lakes and reservoirs greater than 20 acres, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain, and all "shore lands" (areas within 200 feet of one of 
these waterbodies). 

Note: The criteria listed above are the same criteria the county used to delineate shoreline jurisdiction 
in our original shoreline program in 1974 and subsequent program updates in 1993 and 2012. 

A comparison of the 2012 countywide shoreline jurisdiction map with the draft 2019 countywide 
shorel ine jurisdiction model revealed minor changes in shoreline jurisdiction. 
For instance, the comparison revealed a few areas that need to be removed from the county's shoreline 
jurisdiction map due to changes that have been made to the geographic area comprising unincorporated 
Snohomish County, i.e., city annexations, tribal trust acquisitions. The comparison also revealed a few 
areas that need to be added to the county's shoreline jurisdiction map because, due to better GIS data, 
the 2019 model revealed the area meets one of the shoreline criteria. 

Proposed map changes are categorized and further described below: 

1. Changes in Jurisdiction 

a) Annexations: 

i. Two annexations near the city of Stanwood 
ii. One annexation in the city of Arlington 
iii. One annexation in the city of Lake Stevens 
iv. Two annexations in the city of Snohomish 

b) Trust Lands: 

f. One tribal trust acquisition near the city of Stanwood 
ii . One relinquishment of tribal trust land near the city of Darrington 
iii. One tribal trust acquisition in the city of Sultan 
iv. Adjustments to t ideland areas adjacent to tribal trust lands on the Tulalip Indian 

Reservation 

c) Federally-Leased Lands: 

i. Non-federal development/use on federal lands (mining claims) 

2. Improved GIS Data 

a) Addttion of three new 20-acre waterbodies: 

i. Lake Rowland 
ti. Meadow Lake 

Ui. Olson Lake 

b) Technica l adjustments to floodplains associated with existing SMP waterbodies 

c) Removal of portion of the 500-year floodplain 

d) Changes to county hydrology layer maintained by Snohomish County Department of 
Information Technology (Doll) 

Draft Staff Report: Shoreline Management Program - 2019 Periodic Review Page 5 of 10 



3. Natural Changes 

Changes due to shift in mapped watercourse and delineation of waterbodies 

A draft map showing the general location of proposed map amendments is contained in Attachment B. 

A note regarding the 100-year floodplain: The Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) are the 
official maps on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has delineated special flood 
hazard areas and risk zones. These maps show the location of a property relative to special flood hazard 
areas, including the 100-year floodplain. 

New DFIRMs have been developed and are going through the FEMA adoption process. The county 
anticipates that the updated DFIRMs may be finalized by January 2019. Once the new maps are official, 
the county will have to update shoreline regulatory maps to reflect the new 100-year FEMA floodplain 
boundary. 

C. Potential Restructuring of the SMP Policy Document 

Though not a requirement under 2019 Periodic Review, PDS is evaluating the way the existing SMP 
policy document is currently structured. The focus would be to rearrange existing content so that it 
contains only that which is required under state law by reducing background and process information 
that was necessary during the 2012 Update. 

Development of the 2012 SMP was based on directives in Chapter 173-26 of the WAC (Shoreline 
Guidelines). At the time, these guidelines required the county to prepare several supporting documents: 

an inventory of the ecological functions and conditions for all shoreline areas, 

procedures for assigning shoreline environment designations for each shoreline reach, 

a plan identifying all of the restoration needs and projects throughout the county, and 

a cumulative impact analysis assessing potential impacts to shorelines of future development. 

The county's existing SMP policy document currently contains all of the background information and 
processes associated with this supporting documentation. This supporting documentation is not 
required to be contained within a policy document. However, this documentation will be preserved in 
its entirety as part of the "2012 SMP." 

OUTREACH: STAKEHOLDER, TRIBAL AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

PDS developed a project website for the 2019 $MP Periodic Review Project. The website is intended to 
serve as a clearinghouse of information about the project. It provides interested parties with the project 
description, background, details about public outreach opportunities, information about the process for 
adopting proposed changes, the draft project schedule, and contact information. Links to project 
materials are also provided. 

In addition to the website, PD$ staff targeted the following outreach efforts: 

A. Tribal Partners 
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Snohomish County works closely with the sovereign governments of Indian Tribes with Reservations and 
treaty rights tocated in Snohomish County. PDS staff sent requests to meet in person with our tribal 
partners to provide information about and obta in early triba l input on the scope of the 2019 SMP 
Periodic Review project. PDS staff also sought to learn from each tribal government how best to provide 
status updates and keep Tribes apprised of developments throughout the legislative process for this 
project. 

PDS was accompanied by staff from the Snohomish County Executive's Office in meetings with the three 
tribal governments. listed on the followjng page are dates the county met with each tribal government 
followed by questions/issues raised at each meeting: 

1. The Tulalip Tribes: December 4, 2017, January 17, 2018, and March 2, 2018. 
a) Questions about changes in state law made by Legislature and Ecology 
b) Concerns about not requiring a variance for non-habitable structures, i.e., stairs/trams 
c) Request to address redevelopment and expansion of existing residential structures, i.e., 

describe in code what is allowed in a buffer and what is not allowed 
d) Request to address the definition for repair and replacement of bulkheads 
e) Potential map changes near Qui I Ceda Creek and Marine View Drive 

2. The Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians: December 15, 2017. 
a) Questions about map changes on areas of the North Fork of the Stillaguamish River 
b) Other questions unrelated to 2019 SMP Periodic Review 

3. The Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe: February 8, 2018. 
a) Questions about county soft·shore armoring regulations 
b) Questions about county regulations for the channel migration zone (CMZ) 

PDS has not yet received formal comments from the tribal governments listed above related to 2019 
SMP Periodic Review. 

B. Agencies 

On January 12, 2018, PDS sent an email to a variety of agency stakeholders with a known interest in 
regulations affecting shorelines in unincorporated Snohomish County. The purpose of the email was to 
inform agency stakeholders about the 2019 SMP Periodic Review project and invite them to an SMP 
Open House for Agency Stakeholders on February 13, 2018. 

The purpose of the open house was to provide general information about the 2019 Periodic Review 
Project, increase understanding of the requirements for periodic review and highlight the tentative 
schedule for consideration of any proposed changes. PDS staff provided a presentation about the 
project and attendees were given an opportunity to look at draft materials, ask questions and provide 
input. 32 agency stakeholders attended the meeting. 

C. Landowners 

During the initial scoping phase for this project, PDS staff evaluated the county's current shoreline. 
During our review, PDS identified four waterbodies that appear to exceed the 20-acre threshold to be 
included •n shoreline jurtsdiction but did not appear on the county's existing shoreline maps. Therefore, 
part of the map amendments include updating shoreline regulatory maps with these four previously 
unmapped waterbodies. 
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For this reason, on January 10, 2018, PDS sent a letter in the US Mail to approximately 106 landowners 
with properties adjacent to or within 200 feet of one of the waterbodies we had identified. The purpose 
of the letter was to invite landowners to a special outreach meeting the week of February 5, 2018. The 
purpose of the special outreach meetings were to give landowners an opportunity to meet with PDS 
staff and ask questions about how the proposed changes to shoreline maps might affect them. 13 
landowners attended the meetings. 

D. General Public 

On January 12, 2018, PDS sent an email to 74 individual email addresses for stakeholders with a known 
interest in regulations affecting shorelines in unincorporated Snohomish County. 
The purpose of the email was to inform individuals about the 2019 SMP Periodic Review project and 
invite them to an SMP Open House for the general public on February 13, 2018. 

The purpose of the open house was to provide general information about the 2019 Periodic Review 
Project, increase understanding of the requirements for periodic review and highlight the tentative 
schedule for consideration of any proposed changes. PDS staff provided a presentation about the 
project and attendees were given an opportunity to look at draft materials, ask questions and provide 
input. 

MONITORING 

A. Shoreline Monitoring 

The SMA requires counties and cities to track and periodically evaluate the cumulative effects of all 
project review actions in shoreline areas (WAC 173-26-191). The county's SMP, contains policies related 
to shoreline monitoring in its conservation and monitoring element below: 

Snohomish County SMP Conservation and Monitoring Element 

Policy 9. 

Policy 11. 

Regularly inventory and monitor shoreline conditions and habitat improvements 
to provide information which can be used to evaluate the cumulative effects of 
shoreline development. Where feasible, coordinate with other agencies' 
monitoring and data gathering activities. 

Monitor the effectiveness of shoreline plans and regulations in protecting, 
preserving, and restoring the shoreline environment. 

The mechanism for tracking and periodically evaluating the cumulative effects of all project review 
actions in shoreline areas is described in Part 700 of the county's critical area regulations in Chapter 
30.62A SCC, which are adopted by reference in the county's shoreline regulations (Chapter 30.67 SCC). 

sec 30.62A.730 - Monitoring and adaptive management program - reporting 

One year prior to the GMA (RCW 36.lOA.130) required review and update of the county's critical 
area regulations, the executive shall report to the council on the monitoring and adaptive 
management program, using best available science, and provide data and conclusions regarding 
the effectiveness of the county in achieving no net loss of critical area functions and values. If net 
loss is detected, using scientifically valid techniques, the executive shall report and recommend 
strategies for adaptive management. 
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Specifically, the county is required to develop a monitoring report every seven years on the ecological 
functions and values of critical areas, which includes actions within shoreline jurisdiction. To date, the 
county has developed critical area monitoring reports in 2008, 2012 and 2014. Most recently, PDS has 
developed a strategy to begin work on our next CAR Monitoring Report (due in 2022) that involves an 
early phase of analysis focused solely on project review actions in shoreline areas. 

COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW 

The SMA in Chapter 90.58 RCW and the implementing guidelines in Chapter 173-26 WAC require SMPs 
to be consistent with the guiding principles and standards and address specific elements of the SMA. 

The GMA planning goals in RCW 36.70A.020 guide the development and adoption of comprehensive 
plans and development regulations. The goals and policies of the SMA in RCW 90.58.020 are included as 
one of GMAs planning goals (RCW 36.70A.480). The goals are not priority listed. 

This proposal achieves consistency with requirements for SMA periodic review by proposing 
amendments to assure compliance with applicable SMA laws and guidelines that were not in effect 
during the county's last SMP Update in 2012. 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE SNOHOMISH COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

This proposal is consistent with shoreline goals and policies in the SMA and with the county's GMA 
comprehensive plan (GMACP) and implementing development regulations. The SMA goals guide the 
policies in the SMP which is considered an element of the county's GMA comprehensive plan. Shoreline 
use regulations, while a component of the SMP, are contained in Chapters 30.67 and 30.44 SCC. 

Additionally, this proposal is consistent with all of the amendments made to the GPP element of the 
county's GMACP and Title 30 sec that have been adopted since the 2012 SMP Update, including the 
2015 update to the county's critical area regulations and compliance review. 

The proposed amendments will better achieve, comply with and implement the following goals 
contained in the Shoreline Use Element of the Snohomish County SMP: 

Goals: 

1. Snohomish County shoreline areas should be consistent with the county GMA 
comprehensive plan, shoreline environment designations, and policies and regulations for 
shoreline uses and modifications. 

2. Give preference to allowing shoreline uses that maintain or restore shoreline ecological 
functions, protect water quality and the natural environment, depend on proximity to the 
water, and provide or enhance public access and recreational use of the shoreline. 

3. Preserve, protect and restore Snohomish County's unique, valuable and nonrenewable 
natural resources while encouraging the best management practices for the continued 
sustained yield of renewable resources of the shorelines. 

4. Allow only those industrial, commercial and recreational developments particularly 
dependent upon their location on and use of Snohomish County's shorelines, as well as 
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other developments that will provide substantial numbers of the public an opportunity to 
enjoy the shorelines. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

On June 28, 2006, Snohomish County issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for updates 
to the SMP. On August 25, 2010, the county updated the 2006 environmental analysis to reflect 
substantive revisions being proposed with the 2012 SMP Update by issuing a Final Supplemental EIS 
(FSEIS). On November 6, 2013, the county issued Addendum No. 1 to the SMP FSEIS issued in 2010, 
related to commercial shellfish aquaculture. 

Following the planning commission public hearing on this proposal, PDS will conduct State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) environmental review of this proposal. 

NOTIFICATION OF STATE AGENCIES 

Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, a notice of intent to adopt the proposed regulations and standards will be 
transmitted to the Washington State Department of Commerce following environmental review of this 
proposal. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends holding a public hearing to consider the proposed code, map and policy 
amendments. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

PDS requests the planning commission hold a public hearing, consider the proposed code, map and 
policy amendments, and provide a recommendation to the county council. Following the public hearing, 
the commission could recommend approval of the code, map and policy amendments with supporting 
findings as proposed or modified, denial of the proposal with findings, or amend the proposals with 
appropriate findings. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment A: Proposed Code Amendments 
Attachment B: Proposed Map Amendments 

CC: Ken Klein, Executive Director 
Barbara Mock, PDS Director 
lkuno Masterson, AICP, PDS Manager 
Jacqueline Reid, AlCP, PDS Supervisor 
Yorik Stevens•Wajda, Senior Legislative Analyst 
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Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review- Proposed Code Amendments 

State-ln1t1ated Amendments 

# Provision Subject Area 
Changes Made by Legislature 

Impact to County SMP 
Proposed Change 

to SMA Provision Mandatory or Optional 
1 RCW 90.58.270(5-6) Add or Amend State law dedares that floating homes legally • sec 30.67.440(31)-Reference notes Mandatory. Jurisdictions with floating homes must lndude 

~11c on ,CY <h«klfst Definitions established prior to 1/1/2011 must be classified as a Add floating homes to those types of uses permitted a definition consistent with the statute and a policy or 
WAC 173-26-030(3)(d)(17) conforming preferred use. Jurisdictions are required to only in marinas. regulation that clarifies the legal status of floating homes. 
20Uc oo ECY checklist amend their definition for #floating home.# • sec 30.67.450(9)- Non-conforming uses or structures By adding floating homes under residential use as 

Add new subsection (91 declaring that floating homes conforming uses, new, maintenance, repair, replacement 
legally established prior to the dates listed in the WAC and remodeling should be allowed for these historic uses 
are considered conforming uses. just like any other SMP residential use. This exception does 

• sec 30.67.570-Residentlal not apply to floating homes that were not legally 
Add supporting amendment declaring that "residentiar established prior to 1/1/2011-those uses continue to be 
uses Include floating homes. prohibited. 

• sec 30.9lF.35S - Definition of Floatins Home 
Amend definition of •floating home• to achieve 
conS1stency with 2011 amendment. . Possibly amend policies . 

2. WAC 173-26-241 Ecology amended shoreline rules In the WAC to clarify sec 30.910.230 - Definition of Development Optional. It is not necessary to adopt this clariflcatlon Into 
20J1t, on ECY checkhst the definition of development does not include projects Consider amending definition of "development" in sec to an SMP - local £0Vemments may look to the state rule to 

that involve only dismantling or removing structures exclude projects that only Involve dismantling or removal. answer questions about this change should this arise. 
without any associated development or re- However, if a local government chooses to incorporate the 
development. new clarification it could be incorporated directly into the 

SMP definition of "development.• This comes up enough 
for PDS permitting that they see a benefit to including this 
clarification. 

3. RCW 90.58.030 Exemption for Legislature added exemption for retrofitting existing SCC 30.44.120(1)- Exemptions from shoreline substantial Mandatory. This SMA amendment applied on its effective 
2(1Jt.,on ECY ct,ecl fst Compliance with structures for compliance with ADA in 2016; WAC development permits date, regardless of whether local governments added this 
WAC 173-27-040 ADA subsequently amended to comply with change in statute Consider adding new subsection (p) with language provided exemption by amending their SMP to specifically address It. 
'2016:1,011 £CV chertli~r (RCW). by the state. 

4. RCW 90.5S.030(3)(e) Cost Threshold for Legislature changed exemption criteria for fresh water sec 30.44.120(l)(h)(ii)- Exemptions from shoreline Mandatory. This SMA amendment applied on its effective 
101,t,,on ECY checllin Replacement docks. Changes to WAC specify criteria for exemption: substantial development permits date, regardless of whether local 1ovemments specifically 
WAC 173-27-ll40(2)(h) Docks on Lakes and Exempts docks under (A) $20,000 for replacement dodcs Amend by add ng A and 8 to d1stmg1,ish the $20,000 from exempted it in their SMP. Snohomish County does not 
~l,..oo ECY ,heor~t 

Rivers or (B) $10,000 for all other docks constructed in the $10,000. simply cite the RCW in code. Instead, we repeat what the 
freshwater. WAC says in ordl!f'to assist applicants and therefore need 

to modify this section of code to reflect the new cost 
thresholds adopted by the state. 

s. RCW 90.58.140 Date of FIiing Leslslature clarified deadlines are measured from the • sec 30.44.220(1) and (2) • lime requirements for Mandatory. Ecology amended shoreline rules to 
20174 on EC'/ <ht<kl~t date permit decisions are flied; not received; also shoreline permits Incorporate a 2011 law relating to permit filing. These 
RCW 90.58.180 clarified the meaning of "date of filing• In RCW • sec 30.44.230(2)- FIiing with ECY details are important because the date of filing establishes 
10l 7d oo ECY che<kllst 90.58.140(6) • sec 30.44.250-Appeals the start of the Shoreline Hearings Board appeal period. 
WAC 173-27-130 Legislature clarified that appeal windows are measured • sec 30.44.270(8) - Revisions to shorellne permits The law clarified that local permit decisions shall be 
1011<1 oo ECY theckllst from the date ECY decisions are filed, not date of Consider amendments to all sections that would change submitted to Ecology by return receipt requested mall. This 

receipt. Changes to the WAC are to achieve consistency the date of •receip~ to date Df "fiiin~ intent is to bring consistency and predictability to the 
with change in statute (RCW), I.e., amend provisions timing of the appeal period. 
related to notifications and appeal timelines; filing with 
the department. 
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Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review - Proposed Code Amendments 

6 RCW 90.58.620 Non-Confonnlng Legislature clarified that SMPs may classify legally · • sec 30.67 .450 - Non-conforming uses or structures Optional. SMPs approved by Ecology after 9/1/2011, may 

1011~ °"'Cl' ...... ~...- Use established residential structures as conforming. even if Consider adcfng new ·Residential· seaion include provisions that authorize legally established 
they do not meet certain requirements. Changes also • sec 30.67.570- Residential for consistency (new residential and appurtenant structures used for a 
allow these previously non-conforming, now conforming citations and subsections). conforming use but not meeting dimensional standards for 
residential structures, to redevelop or expand just like Consider checking here to see if any additional new development to be considered conforming structures. 

' other properties, so long as no net loss of ecological amendments may be needed for consistency This does not Include bulkheads, othff shoreline 
functions occurs. modifiations, or overwater structures. Authority: RCW 

90.58.620 

' Special ECY Request Request from Ecology to allow a special, common.line SCC 30.67.060-Relationship to Critical Area Regulations Special Request by Ecology 
setback for new SFR development on vacant lots on . Consider adding new subsection (3) allowing a special Ecology has repeatedly encouraged the county to consider 

I 
specific, highly-developed shorelines throughout the setback on certain ·built.out" lake shorelines in adopting variable critical area buffer widths for new single 
county. Snohomish County family residential development on vacant parcels located 

• Consider Identifying lakes that meet the "built-<>ut" on the shorelines of lakes Goodwin, Shoecraft, Ki, Stevens, 

1, 'I criteria, e.g., Roesigner, Goodwin Roeslger, Serene, Martha and lake Stickney. . Conslder providing illustrations in code on how to 
calculate special setback for •bu1lt-<>ut" lake shorelines. 

8. RCW 90.58.355 Exemptions for The Legislature added new sections in 2012 and 2015 sec 30.44.020 - Development not subject to the SMA Optional. The exceptions to SMP review covered under the 
l017c c><!fCl'<-l :141 certain Projects exempting certain projects from obtaining shoreline • Amend subsection (2) clarifying exemptions statutes In these two rules apply whether or not they are 

and Activities permits or local reviews: 1) boatyard facHity site • Add subsectJon i 2)(iil and [iii) addressmg each new included in local SMPs. The county already has a 
Improvements for stormwater treatment and 2) WSDOT proJect consolidated code section devoted to addressing these 
facility and maintenance projects. exceptions to ensure consistent Implementation. 

9. RCW 90.58.140 Time The Legislature also added new subsection (c) allowing sec 30.44.220 -Tlme requirements for shoreline permits Optional. It Is not necessary for the county to include these 
m.s. or ECY.-AI ,t Requirements WSDOT projects addressing safety risks to begin • Consider a minor amendment to subsection (1) provisions in Its SMP, but a reference here could help 

construction 21 days after submitting an application. referencing new subsection (c) in RCW 90.58.140(5). ensure consistent lmplementatlon with the statute. 

10. WAC 173-26-241(3)(b) Geocfuck ECY adopted new rules for commercial geodudc • sec 30.67.430 Table 1-Shoretlne Use Matrix Mandatory. Ecology adopted new rules for commercial 
~111> .... r,;,,,_,..,.. Aquaa,lture aquaculture. Many of the changes were lncorpomed Add new reference note# (38) geoduck aquaculture many of which are already addressed 

Into the County's SMP in 2014 with this exception • sec 30.67 .440 - Reference notes for shoreline matrix In county code, with this exception for a SSDP. This 
related to requiring a Shoreline Substantial Add descnption for reference note 38 clarifying that an amendment is not optional and Is being added to achieve 
Development Permit (SOP) for projects and activities· SOP Is required for projects and activities that cause consistency with requirements in state law. 
that cause substantial Interference with public access. Interference with public access. . sec 30.67 .510 -Aquaculture 

Add new subsection (2)(h) clarifying that a SOP is 
required for projects and activities that cause 
interference with public access. 

11. RCW 90.58.580 Restoration Legislative change allowing relief to property owners sec 30.67.580 • Shoreline habitat restoration and Optfonal. It Is not necessary to amend local SMP regulations 

WAC 173-27·215 Projecb within a elCpl!rienclng a hardship from restoration projects that enhancement. though the process may be used even If the provision Is not 

- ... u:r-•~,, UGA have shifted the OHWM, tflus shifting the 200-foot area Consider adding new subsection (3) allowing for relief from in the SMP. Property owners utilizing this option may 
where shoreline regulations apply. SMP development standards and use regulations resulting request relief consistent with the criteria and procedures In 

from shoreline restoration projects within urban growth WAC 173·27·215. 
areas. 

12. WAC 173-18-044 Ust and Map of Ecology amended rules to darlfy that comprehensively Amend the SMP policy doc to: Optlonal. State law suggests that if a jurisdiction has 

WAC 173-18-046 Streams and Lakes updated SMPs shall Include a list and map of streams Update the list of streams and lakes on pages 6 -10 with identified any new streams or lakes since the 

WAC 173-20-044 and lakes that are In shoreline Jurisdiction. previously unmapped waterbodies comprehensive update, the llsts and maps should be ,; 

173-20-046 updated. The amendments also clarify that If a stream 

zoo,., "' l('r tMdtirt j segment or lake Is subsequently discovered to meet the 
I : SMA criteria, the SMP shaN be amended within three years : I J 

of the discovery. I 
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1. 

1. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review - Proposed Code Amendments 

Docks 

"' a, 
DD 
C 
ftJ 
..c 
V 
a, 
'a 
0 
V lmperviou5 

SurfilCe 

Ordinary High 
Water Mark 
(OHWM) 
8ulkhead5 

Critical Area 
Regulations 

Geoduck 

b) Consider amending code to correct spelling 
error related to tenn: "timber" 

c) Consider amending code to correct spelling 
error related to tenn: "unauthorized" 

a} Consider amending light passage 
requirement for decking 

b) Consider clarifying the length provision for 
residential piers and docks 

c) Consi der refonnatting code to change the 
location of dock regulations 

Consider clarifying intent of impervious surface 
limit for subdivisions 

Consider codifyi ng Ecology (ECY) guidance on 
OHWM determinations 

Consi der clarifyi ng exemptions for nonnal 
maintenance and repair of shoreline and bank 
stabili1ation measures, i.e , bulkheads 

Consider updating references to 2007 version of 
Critical Area Regulations {CAR) in the SMP 

Consider amending definition of aquaculture to 
acknowledge wild geoduck fishery is co
managed by both state and Tribes 

2019 SMP Staff Report • Attachment A: Proposed Code Amendments 

Existing code spells the tenn "boathouse" differently. lt is split into two words 
In Boating Facilities; definition of "boathouse" in 30.918 hs it all as one word. 

The Reference notes for the shoreline use and modification matrix use the 
word "timer" instead of "timber." 

Existing code puts a space between •un• and "authorized,• which is not 
intended. This should be spelled as one word. 

Existing code contains very specific requirements for construction materials 
for docks & piers (45% light passage); floats, 30%. Staff state that these 
standards are difficult to achieve, implement and prove. 

Existing code requires length of dock to be an average of the lengths of 
abutting docks and piers, but does not specify what to do if there are no 
adjacent docks or piers. 

Existing regulations for boating facilities (marinas, yacht & boat clubs, boat 
launches, boat ramps, and boathouses) is combined with regulations for 
mooring facilities {docks, piers, floats and mooring buoys). Currently, 
residential dock regulations are buried in the code. 

Existing code limits subdivisions lying fully or partially within shoreline 
jurisdiction to a ma,cimum of 10% total impervious surface within the 
subdivision boundary. Shoreline requirements cannot be imposed on the 
portion of the subdivision that is outside of shoreline jurisdiction. 

Exi sting code does not provide guidance for how OHWM detenninations are 
made; new gufdance from ECY exists is available. 

Exi sting code i ndicates that a shoreflne Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is 
required for bulkheads not associated with a restoration project. This 
provision would benefit from clarification that nonnal maintenance and 
re air of bulkheads is allowed sec 30.67.575(l)(al) without a CUP. 
Existing code in 30.67 .060 sti I makes reference to 2007 CAR which is no 
longer Best Available Science. Though 2015 CAR has been adopted by the 
county, this proposed change will need to be reviewed/approved Ecolol!'l. 
Thi s proposed amendment reflects greater accuracy in county's 5MP 

sec 30.67.515 - Boating Facilities 
Consider amending (O(vil) and (viii) by replacing "boat house" {two 
separate words) with "boathouse.• •... addressing unintentional error. 

sec 30.67.440- Reference notes for shoreline use/modification matrix 
Consider amendment to (8) to re lace term "timer" with "timber." 

sec 30.67.515- Boating Facilities 

Consider amendment to (3) to replace term "un authorized" with 
"unauthorized." 

sec 30.67 .515 - Boating Facilities 
Consider amending [l}(kl(ixHI) to remove 45% light passage requirement 
for decking of all piers and docks and 30% light passage for floats and 
replace with language that reflects the use of construction materials 
with "maximum light passage" technology or techniques. 
sec 30.67.515 - Boating Facilities 
Consider amendment to (l)[k}(lx}(F) clarifying that properties without 

abutting piers/docks cannot extend more than 80 feet from OHWM. 

sec 30.67.515 - Boating Facilities 
Consider separating regulations for piers, docks, floats and mooring 
buoys from regulations fnr marinas, yacht and boat dubs, boat launches, 
ramps, and boathouses Into two separate sections to provide more 
clarity?. 
sec 30.67.570 - Residential 
Consider amendment to l(gl clarifying that the ten percent cap on total 
effective impervious surface only applies to that portion of the 
subdivision that lies within shoreline jurisdiction. 

sec 30.44.300 - Ordinary high water mark determinations 
Consider adding new section stating that determinations shall be made 
using ECY's Oct 2016 Guidance Manual. 

sec 30.67.575 -Shoreline and bank stabiliiation 
Consider amendment to {2)(b) clarifying that a CUP is not required for 
nonnal maintenance and repair of a bulkhead. 

sec 30.67.060-Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 
Consider incorporating amendments to sec 30.67 .060 as updated by 
201SCAR. 

sec 30.91A.255 - Aquaculture. 
Amend definition by adding the words •and Tribes as co-managers• of 
wild eoduck flshe . 



Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program (SMP) 2019 Periodic Review- Proposed Code Amendments 

8. Innovative Consider removing the requirement to obtain a Innovative Development Design can be used for any project regardless of size, sec 30.67 .060(4) - Relationship to Critical Area Regulations 

Oevelopment shoreline variance when the innovative scale, intensity, use or type It is often the only way for many small-scale, Consider amendment darifying that a shoreline variance permit is 
development des gn provisions of SCC single family residential (SFR) projects to comply with CAR. If an SFR is CAR required for all innovative designs except those solely for SFR structures 
30.62A.3SO are utilized for a slngle family compliant, a variance ~hould not be required. Removing this automatic or appurtenances. 
residence, variance trigger wou~d allow SFR structures and appurtenances relief from the 

varrance permit requirement while preserving the variance permit 
requirement for non-SFR innovative development designs. 

9. Provide Unk to Consider providing a link to the definitlom for This section on uempt~ would be much simpler for customers if the link to sec 30.44.120 - Elcemptions from substantial development permits 

Definitions ~single family residential (SFRr and definitions fur ~single family residential (SFR)" and "appurtenance" were Consider amending (g) to include links to de~nitions for SFR and 
•appurtenance." embedded directly in the code provision. appurtenance. 

10. Salmonid Habitat Consider clarifying the term •·salmonid habitat" Elcistlng code states the maKlmum width of piers/docks on any lake identified sec 30.67.517 - Mooring Facilities 
in provisions related to width requ·rements for u "J.almonid habitat" Is two feet less (4 ft) than lakes not identified as ConS1der amending (l){fl(III) to remove language "of any lake identified 
piers/docks on lakes shorelines. salmonid habitat 16 ftl, · salmonid habitat" Is not a tenn officially defined in as salmon1d habitat" and replace with "of any lake that contains 

aMJnty code. This provision would benefit from clarification that the 4 ft salmonlds.· 
requirement appl;cs to lakfi that contain salmonids. 

2019 SMP Staff Report . Attachment A: Proposed Code Amendments P.ap4 
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Snohomish County: Analysis of Building and Land Use Regulation Effects on Housing and Jobs 

Proposed Regulation: Amendments to the Snohomish County Shoreline Management Program: 
Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and Regulations, Shoreline 
Maps, Shoreline Regulations in 30.67 Snohomish County Code (SCC), 
Shoreline Administrative Provisions in Chapter 30.44 SCC, and Shoreline
Related References and Definitions in Chapters 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A 
and Subtitle 30.9 SCC. 

Date: April 26, 2019 

Staff Contact: Alison Hodgkin, Senior Planner, PDS, ext. 2975 

ro osal. 
X Potential for reduced costs given 

improvements to regulations and reduced 
need for shoreline variance ennits. 

• Infrastructure X Not impacted by proposal. 

• Site X Not impacted by proposal. 

• Building X Not impacted by proposal. 
const. 

• Fees X Potential for reduced costs given refinements 
to regulations requiring shoreline variance 

ennits. 

• Yield X Not impacted by proposal. 
Timin X Not im acted b ro osal. 

t: 

• Infrastructure X Not impacted by proposal. 

• Site X Not impacted by proposal. 

• Building X Not impacted by proposal. 
canst. 

• Fees X Not impacted by proposal. 

• Yield X Not impacted by proposal. 
Time to Create X Not impacted by proposal. 
Jobs 
# Family Wage X Not impacted by proposal. 
Jobs 

Discussion: (e.g. : What efforts have been made to minimize costs associated with the proposed regulation? 
How will the proposal affect the County's ability to meet its fair share housing goals, and provide family wage 
jobs? Will the proposed regulation reduce the capacity for housing and/or jobs? What type of housing 
development might be affected by this regulation? (New, redevelopment, infill, renovated)) 

The proposed amendments to the county's Shoreline Management Program (SMP) rely on existing code 
provisions whenever possible. Administrative permit processes and procedures are largely unchanged. 

2019 SMP Periodic Revlew - Housing Job Matrtx 



Shoreline permit fees are unchanged. The proposal implements the goals and policies of the Shoreline 
Management Act (SMA) which are not inconsistent with the county's housing and job capacity goals. 

The SMA encourages water-dependent economic use of shorelines and includes single family residential as a 
preferred use in shoreline jurisdiction. Reliance on the most up-to-date critical area regulations continues to 
provide the required protection for shoreline ecological functions and reduces impacts to housing and jobs while 
still providing the required environmental protection. 

All housing types (new, redevelopment, infill and renovations) within shoreline jurisdiction continue to be 
subject to shoreline regulations in Chapters 30.44 and 30.67 Snohomish County Code (SCC). 

The greatest impact to new residential development will likely be from new section SCC 30.67 .060(3) which 
establishes provisions allowing for a "common line setback" to be used in certain situations. This section would 
allow exceptions to the standard buffer width in the county's critical area regulations ("CAR") (SCC 
30.62A.320) for new single-family residential (SFR) development located on vacant shoreline lots around any 
one of fourteen (14) highly-developed lakes around the county. 

The greatest impact to redevelopment will likely be from proposed amendments to SCC 30.67.060 clarifying 
critical area regulations in shoreline jurisdiction. New section (2)(f) clarifies that expansions of existing single
family residential development shall not encroach any further waterward toward the shoreline ordinary high 
watermark. 

An additional amendment that may impact redevelopment is proposed to achieve consistency with shoreline 
laws in RCW 90.58.620 which allow legally-established residential and appurtenant structures ( excluding 
bulkheads and other shoreline modifications and over-water structures) to be considered conforming even if they 
do not meet updated dimensional standards or setbacks for new development. 

This variety of amendments related to single-family residential development will provide more flexibility to the 
landowner and reduces the requirements for shoreline variance permits. 

The proposal will not affect the county's ability to meet fair share housing goals, provide family wage jobs and 
accommodate growth targets. 

Socioeconomic impacts of the proposed regulations are discussed in the 2012 environmental documents. 

2019 SMP Periodic Review - Housing Job Matrix 



Snohomish County Capital Facility Development Cost Analysis Summary 

Proposed Regulation: Amendments to the Snohomish County Shoreline Management 
Program: Shoreline Environment Designations, Policies and 
Regulations, Shoreline Maps, Shoreline Regulations in 30.67 Snohomish 
County Code (SCC), Shoreline Administrative Provisions in Chapter 
30.44 SCC, and Shoreline-Related References and Definitions in 
Chapters 30.10, 30.22, 30.23, 30.62A and Subtitle 30.9 SCC. 

Date: April 26, 2019 

Staff Contact: Alison Hodgkin, PDS, extension 2975 

General Cost Analysis Summary: There are no anticipated cost impacts from this proposal. 

Necessary Facility Quantification/Qualification of Anticioated Cost: 
Parks County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No imoact. 
Roads & Transit County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No imoact. 
Surface Water County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No imoact. 
Public Schools County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No impact. 
Electric Power County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No imoact. 
Public Water County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No impact. 
Wastewater County Funded Impacts No impact. 

Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No imoact. 
Planning Summary County Funded Impacts No impact. 
Comments Other Fund Sources Imoacts - No impact. 

The purpose of this form is to briefly summarize the financial impact analysis that has taken place (quantitative or qualitative) 
for each facility element of development. The form should accompany ECAFs that accompany development actions. 



DEPARTMENT OF 

ECOLOGY 
State of Washington 

SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM PERIODIC REVIEW 

Periodic Review Checklist 

Introduction 

This document is intended for use by counties, cities and towns conducting the "periodic review" of 

their Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs}. This review is intended to keep SMPs current with 

amendments to state laws or rules, changes to local plans and regulations, and changes to address local 

circumstances, new information or improved data. The review is required under the Shoreline 

Management Act (SMA) at RCW 90.58.080(4). Ecology's rule outlining procedures for conducting these 
reviews is at WAC 173-26-090. 

This checklist summarizes amendments to state law, rules and applicable updated guidance adopted 

between 2007 and 2017 that may trigger the need for local SMP amendments during periodic reviews. 

How to use this checklist 

See Section 2 of Ecology's Periodic Review Checklist Guidance document for a description of each item, 
relevant links, review considerations, and example language. 

At the beginning: Use the review column to document review considerations and determine if local 

amendments are needed to maintain compliance. See WAC 173-26-090(3)(b)(i). 

At the end: Use the checklist as a final summary identifying your final action, indicating where the SMP 

addresses applicable amended laws, or indicate where no action is needed. See WAC 173-26-
090(3){d)(ii)(D), and WAC 173-26-110(9)(b). 

local governments should coordinate with their assigned Ecology regional planner for more information 

on how to use this checklist and conduct the periodic review. 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 1 



Row 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Summary of change 
OFM adjusted the cost threshold 
for substantial development to 
$7,047. 
Ecology amended rules to clarify 
that the definition of 
"development" does not include 
dismantling or removing 
structures. 

Ecology adopted rules that clarify 
exceptions to local review under 
theSMA. 

Ecology amended rules that 
clarify permit filing procedures 
consistent with a 2011 statute. 

e. Ecology amended forestry use 
regulations to clarify that forest 
practices that only involves 

Review 
sec 30.44.120(1)(a) relies on reference to WAC 
173-27-040(2). 

This comes up enough for PDS permitting that 
they see a benefit to including this clarification 
in county code. 

The county already has a consolidated code 
section devoted to addressing these types of 
exceptions; county code needs to be updated to 
ensure consistent implementation. 

Ecology amended shoreline rules to achieve 
consistency with a state law that changed in 
2011 relating to permit filing. The intent with 
this change is to bring consistency and 
predictability to the timing of the appeal period. 

It is not necessary to amend local SMP forestry 
regulations to reflect this change in state law. 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

DEPARTMENT OF 

~-- ECOLOGY 
State of Washington 

Action 
No code amendment necessary 

sec 30.91D.230 is amended to achieve consistency 
with WAC 173-26-241{3)(e) and 173-27-030(6) by 
clarifying that the definition of "development" does 
not include projects that involve only dismantling or 
removing structures without any associated 
development or re-development. 

sec 30.44.020(2) is amended to achieve consistency 
with RCW 90.58.355 and WAC 173-27-044 by 
adding two new project types {boatyard 
improvements to meet National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) requirements and 
certain Washington State Department of 
Transportation Systems (WSDOT) maintenance and 
safety projects and activities) to the list of 
developments exempt from the procedural 
requirements of the SMA. 

sec 30.44.220(1) - (2), 30.44.230(1) - (2) and 
30.44.250 are amended to achieve consistency with 
RCW 90.58.140(6) and WAC 173-27-130 by 
replacing the phrase "date of receipt" with "date of 
filing" to reflect new rules for notifications and 
appeal timelines. 

2 



Row 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

2016 
a. 

Summary of change 
timber cutting are not SMA 
"developments" and do not 
require SDPs. 

Ecology clarified the SMA does 
not apply to lands under 
exclusive federal jurisdiction 

Ecology clarified "default" 
provisions for nonconforming 
uses and development. 

Ecology adopted rule 
amendments to clarify the scope 
and process for conducting 
periodic reviews. 
Ecology adopted a new rule 
creating an optional SMP 
amendment process that allows 
for a shared local/state public 
comment period. 

Submittal to Ecology of proposed 
SMP amendments. 

The Legislature created a new 
shoreline permit exemption for 
retrofitting existing structures to 
comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

Review 

Questions about this hardly arise. It is widely 
accepted that our SMP does not apply to 
federal lands unless the use is of a non-federal 
nature. 

For local governments that adopted their own 
tailored provisions for nonconforming use and 
development during the comprehensive update, 
which the county did in 30.67.450, Ecology's 
rule amendments will have no effect. 

This change discusses the state's process for 
conducting periodic reviews and is not 
something the county needs to incorporate into 
it's code. 

This SMA amendment applied on its effective 
date, regardless of whether local governments 
added this exemption by amending their SMP to 
specifically address it. 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

DEPARTMENT DF 

~~ ECOLOGY 
State of Washington 

Action 

No code amendments necessary 

No code amendments necessary 

No code amendments necessary 

sec 30.44.120(1)(p) is amended to achieve 
consistency with RCW 90.58.030(3){e)(xiii) and WAC 
173-27-040(2)(q) by adding a new type of 
development exempt from a shoreline substantial 
development permit: the external or internal 
retrofitting of an existing structure with the 
exclusive purpose of compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. 

3 



Row 
b. 

2015 
a. 

2014 

Summary of change 
Ecology updated wetlands 
critical areas guidance including 
implementation guidance for the 
2014 wetlands rating system. 

(l)The Legislature adopted a 90-
day target for local review of 
Washington State 
Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) 
projects. 

(2) The law also allows WSDOT 
projects that address safety 
risks to begin 21 days after the 
date of filing if the project will 
achieve no net loss of 
ecological functions 

a. The Legislature raised the cost 
threshold for requiring a 
Substantial Development Permit 
(SDP) for replacement docks on 
lakes and rivers to $20,000 (from 
$10,000). 

b. The Legislature created a new 
definition and policy for floating 
on-water residences legally 
established before 7/1/2014. 

Review 
PDS already adopted the rating system with 
update to our critical area regulations in 2015. 

Snohomish County code does not specify a 
special review period for WSDOT projects. Since 
we do not have provisions for this elsewhere in 
our code, we are opting not to add it here in the 
SMP since it is optional. 

It is not necessary for the County to ind ude 
these provisions in its SMP, but a reference 
here could help ensure consistent 
implementation with the statute. 

Snohomish County does not cite the RCW in 
code. Instead, the county repeats what the 
WAC says and therefore need to modify this 
section of code to reflect the new cost 
thresholds adopted by the state. 

Snohomish County has no floating on-water 
residences 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

DEPARTMENT OF 

-~~?,~~~! 
Action 
No code amendment necessary 

No code amendment necessary 

sec 30.44.220(1) is amended to achieve consistency 
with RCW 90.58.140(5) and WAC 173-27-125 by 
adding WSDOT projects that address safety risks to 
the list of projects exempt from the general 
requirement that construction is not authorized to 
begin until 21 days from the date the permit was 
filed or until all review proceedings are terminated. 

sec 30.44.120(l)(h) is amended to reflect 2018 
adjustments to the dollar thresholds for whether a 
freshwater dock is required to obtain a Substantial 
Development Permit. 

No code amendments are necessary 

4 



DEPARTMENT OF 

<;:,;:l.L,.~ ECOLOGY 
State of Washington 

Row Summary of change Review Action 

2012 
a. The Legislature amended the 

SMA to clarify SMP appeal 
procedures. 

This change discusses the Ecology's process for No code amendment necessary 

2011 
a. Ecology adopted a rule requiring 

that wetlands be delineated in 
accordance with the approved 
federal wetland delineation 
manual. 

b. 

c. 

Ecology adopted rules for new 
commercial geoduck 
aquaculture. 

The Legislature created a new 
definition and policy for floating 
homes permitted or legally 
established prior to January 1, 
2011. 

appeals after Ecology has approved a permit; 
this is not something the county needs to 
incorporate into it's code. 

The County's definition of "wetland" already 
includes a reference to this manual. 

Ecology's new rules for commercial geoduck 
aquaculture are already addressed in county 
code. 

Jurisdictions with floating homes must include a 
definition consistent with the statute, and a 
policy or regulation that clarifies the legal status 
of floating homes. This exception does not apply 
to floating homes that were not legally 
established prior to 1/1/2011 - those uses 
continue to be prohibited. 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

No code amendment necessary 

No code amendments necessary 

sec 30.67.420{8) is amended to acknow[edge the 
exception for floating homes permitted or lega lly 
established prior to January 1, 2011, which are 
considered conforming uses under RCW 
90.58.270(5). 

sec 30.67.430 - Table 1- Shoreline Use and 
Modification Matrix is amended to add a reference 
note (38) for "Floating Home" to comply with RCW 
90.58.270(5) and WAC 173-26-241(3)(j)(iv)(B) 
requiring "floating homes permitted or legally 
established prior to January 1, 2011," be considered 
a conforming use. 

sec 30.67.440(38) and 30.67.450(1) also are 
amended for consistency with this amendment to 
SCC 30.67.430 - Table 1. 

5 



Row Summary of change 

d. The Legislature authorized a new 
option to classify existing 
structures as conforming. 

2010 
a. The Legislature adopted Growth 

Management Act - Shoreline 
Management Act clarifications. 

2009 
a. The Legislature created new 

"relief' procedures for instances 
in which a shoreline restoration 
project within a UGA creates a 
shift in Ordinary High Water 
Mark. 

b. Ecology adopted a rule for 
certifying wetland mitigation 
banks. 

Review 

SMPs approved by Ecology after 9/ 1/ 2011, may 
include provisions that authorize legally 
established residential and appurtenant 
structures used for a conforming use but not 
meeting dimensional standards for new 
development to be considered conforming 
structures. This does not include bulkheads, 
other shoreline modifications, or overwater 
structures. Authority: RCW 90.58.620 

County addresses critical areas in its shoreline 
provisions (30.67.060). Also, county policies do 
not describe "effective date" of SMP 
amendments. 

It is not necessary to amend local SMP 
regulations though the process may be used 
even if the provision is not in the SMP. Property 
owners utilizing this option may request relief 
consistent with the criteria and procedures in 
WAC 173-27-215. 

sec 30.62A.550 is dedicated to mitigation 
banking and in lieu fee program. 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 
Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

DEPARTMENT OF 

~~ ECOLOGY 
State of wa, hington 

Action 
sec 30.67.570 is amended to achieve consistency 
with RCW 90.58.270(5} and WAC 173-26-
241{3}(j}(iv}(B} by acknowledging that floating 
homes permitted or legaUy established prior to 
January 1, 2011, are a "conforming preferred use." 

sec 30.67.450(1} is added as authorized by RCW 
90.58.620 and WAC 173-26-241(3)U)(vi) to allow 
legal ly-established residential and appurtenant 
structures (excluding bulkheads and other shoreline 
modifications and over-water structures) to be 
considered conforming even if they do not meet 
updated dimensional standards or setbacks for new 
development. 

No revisions or code amendments are necessary. 

sec 30.67.580(3) is added to achieve consistency 
with RCW 90.58.580 and WAC 173-27-215 by 
allowing the county to grant relief from shoreline 
regulations within an urban growth area when a 
property owner is affected by a shoreline 
restoration project under certain conditions. 

No code amendments are necessary 
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Row Summary of change 
c. The Legislature added moratoria 

authority and procedures to the 
SMA. 

2007 

Review 
The county is not electing to address moratoria 
authority. This is optional and moratoria 
procedures are not necessary to include in an 
SMP 

DEPARTMENT OF 

ECOLOGY 
State of Washington 

Action 
No code amendments are necessary 

a. The Legislature clarified options 
for defining "floodway" as either 
the area that has been 
established in FEMA maps, or the 
floodway criteria set in the SMA. 
Ecology amended rules to clarify 
that comprehensively updated 
SMPs shall include a list and map 
of streams and lakes that are in 
shoreline jurisdiction. 

The County's definition of floodway is consistent No amendments necessary. 
with statute. 

b. 

c. Ecology's rule listing statutory 
exemptions from the 
requirement for an SDP was 
amended to include fish habitat 
enhancement projects that 
conform to the provisions of 
RCW 77.55.181. 

If a jurisdiction has identified any new streams 
or lakes since the comprehensive update, the 
lists and maps should be updated. 
These rule amendments clarify that 
comprehensively updated SMPs shall include a 
list and map of streams and lakes that are in 
shoreline jurisdiction. (The SMP list and mop will 
then supercede the list in Ecology rules). 

sec 30.44.120(1)(n) already includes an 
exemption for this: "A public or private project 
that is designed to improve fish or wildlife 
habitat or fish passage when the criteria in RCW 
90.58.147 are met." 

Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist 

Shore/ands and Environmental Assistance Program, September 20, 2017 

Sections 1.2.1.1, 2.1.2, and 2.3 of the Shoreline 
Management Program: Shoreline Environment 

Designations, Policies and Regulations document is 
amended to achieve compliance with WAC 173-18-
044 and 046, WAC 173-20-044 and 046 and WAC 
173-22-050 which require lists of shorelines in the 
county to be updated. 

No code amendments are necessary 
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